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provided for before you reach the 11 three 
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L O V E  A M O N G  T H E  CL I M B E RS. 

B Y B A R R Y L I T T L E T 0 N. 

A SERIAL STORY. 

CHAPTER I .  

I'RUI't lo;AL l:Y 1:\SLLT. 

) the shabhv man on the 
park hen<:h \Ylw_s�I\1. her 
dn1·c hy. slw ��-��" snnply 
the most beauti ful nt·a

turc in the \Yorl(l. II� 
had \Yatchecl the ap

pro�Iching high-\l·heekd t rap <lra11·n by a 
pair o[ smart roan cobs \Yith :t rather 
listless eye. a,; if the gay perf tTl ion u[ 
the equipage had hut little inten�st for 
him. until he ,;aw that it '"a" indecd she 
herself \Yho \\'as driving. and thvn his 
fact · lighted up. 11 is lips smil cd. and 
his en·s smiled too. althout.;h a ,.l<hL' oh
scnT

.
r \Ytndtl h�I\'c St'L'l\ a ,�·islful look in 

them. 
" \'cs." he mused half aloud. "1he 

mos1 beautiful creature. I 1·erily hclicn•, 
in �Ill the \\-orld.'' 

It was no sudden, ill-cow.;idered enthu
sia,;m. 11 e lwd seen lwr S<'<HL'" of 1 imes 
before. I\ o11· that the 1ine spring IYeather 

was coming. lw saw her c·n·n· day here 
in the park. It \Y:1s the ftrst tinll' lw hat! 

seen her dri1·int.;. �he u,;u:1 lly rudc a 

horse. 
The\' \H'rt' not casih· t'onw h1·. 1lwse 

ikcting 1i11lc daily glimpst·s. t o a young 

man \\·lw had to earn a liYing hy :ll't!uou,; 

la!Jor zmd for meager pay, hut they \Yere 
\YOrth all 1he coutrivinu· and the :-;elf-
denial that thev cost. 

"' 

Sh e had ne\'�r R'L'Il him. �he. \Yilh her 
wealth and beautv, her l in�ried attend
ants. li\·ecl in ai1 altogether di flerent 
\Yorld. Her eves. indeed. had tran·Jc, 1 
sightle,.;,.;Jy OWl: hi,; shahh1· figvrc a t.;uod 
many times. She had been a1varc, now 
and again, that there. on that llt:lll'h, ur 
here. on this sidewalk. loitering 1\'hilc slw 
passed by, was some shabby denizen or 
that other \I'Or]d from \Yhich ,;he w�IS ''<l 
sacredly ,.;hidtled. 

Once he had come �� littlc-nh. ju,;t a 
li: tle-nearcr lwr COJhciousnc,.;s. (t \\·as 
a rainy night as she trayersed the ��\\·n
ing-n1Yered span• hcl\H·cn the curb and 
the entrance to om· () r the theaters. �he 
had seen him huddll'd in undn the utter
most eclgc of the awning ,;hclter. had St'L'I1 
him, 11-ct an cl ,;hin·riut.;. and rathn •rlnst
ly pale, under the gla.re of the arc-�g!Jt"<. 
and had though1. with hal f-contcmptu<nb 
pity. \Yha1 the life of ,;uch �� \Hl'tch :1,.; 
that mu,.;t lw. 

To-d�11-. fortune ��-�1'< kinder to him. 
The air 11·as balmv. the ,;un sparkled. tht• 
tr0cs were jnvous in the tender \·eil of 
their firo;t _:..(;.l.�'ll. E\'L'n a heart-sick man 
might feel gLul. 

The ladv. tlu,;llt.'d 11·i1h the ncitcment 
579 
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of b:q>ing her mettlesome pair in con 
trol, looked to the man on the bench ten
fold more beautiful than ever before. 
Fortum: \vas not at the end o[ her fanHs. 
either; for to-day. instead of Hashing by 
ancl lea vin;; him to feed un thL' mere 
momentarv memon· of her, the lach·. 11·ith 
a glat1l'e �p the (>riclle-path \vhich con
verged to the dri\·c at this po in t . sudden
ly pulled hn team to a ,;UmLbt i l l .  

,\ horsenw n \vas canter i ng tmvard her 
around thL: hcml. ancl as be came \\·ith i n  
speaking dist�l!1cL·. she nodded t o  him 
brightly. 

"Good afternoon. :\Ir. H adky. 
thought I should Jind you some\\ hen·."' 
she said. 

The young man bo\\·ed profoundly, hut 
his face \YOre an expression of annoyance. 

"How do you do , l\Iiss Fanwll . [ 
have been look ing for you up and dmn1 
the path here for half an hour. 1 \\·as so 
stupid that it did not occur to me. when 
you said you \\"Crt' going to ride in the 
park, that you might have meant driH. 
iw;teacl." 

"I d idn' t ,'' she answered. '· I iullv 
meant to ride when you telephoned, lJL;t 
this is all quite ne\v: a birthday surprisl.' 
from li ncle ( >bie. Aren't thev dears)" 
and she nodded toward t he pa{r of roans 

who \Yere p:nYing and champing in pro
test against deferring their a fternoon 
�pin for mc·rl.' human com-er sat ion. 

"Very smart," he s�1 id- " \-ery ;;mart, 
indeed. They look like a pair that Cal
vert \YOn a blue ril>lwn \Yith, last n:ar.'' 

" They ou gh t to," she saicl. " Ko one 
has a better right. \\"on't you get in and 
:.;ce how they go? l\Ianning. hne "-she 
indicated the diminuti\··e groom behind. 
who sat immovable with fo lded arms-
" l\Ianning can take your mount hack to 
the stables." 

1Ziclwrd I1 acllev hc:-;itatcd. Ilc felt 
that she had taketi rather a l iberty in al
] :,\dng a person of his exalted social con
sv•tnenct: to \\·astt: half an hour looking 
!"or a g i rl on a lwrsc \vh o  was not on the 
l>ridlc-path at all. He felt that she ought 
to he snubbed. hut the treatment \vas not 
easy to appl y to the radiant young beauty 
he saw before him. Beside,;, she \\·as 
very, very rich, :mel h e meant to marry 
her. 

lJHkcd, it was necessarv that lll' marry 
somebndy pretty soon. sc;mehocly \\ ·it h a 

lot (l r lllO!lcy. Cor he had ,;orne dL·bts that 
had tu he paid. Ill.' \\as not think i ng of 
h is t�1 il ur-a trade.'iman could ah·avs hL· 

bu ll i ed into \\·aiting a li tt le longer.· Bul 
his Lkl>t,.; at the dubs wnc another mat· 
ter, and u n less he got rel ie f soon. tlwv 
woul d S[>L:ll cli,-aster for h im. 

Clearly. it \Yc>ulcl not be safe to snub 

:\l arian. 
The litt le groom had sprung clown, an(l 

"·as :-<tanding <lt his horse 's head. The 
Ill'.\,\ mumc·nt he him,;clf dismounted and 
climhcd UJ> beside lwr. l!e ga\·e a w ord 
of d irection to the groom. and then. at 
the tou ch of :\lar ian 's w hip , the cobs 
<rultL·d a\Y<lY clown the clri\"C . 

But this did not happen bcforl.' Hacl
ky i1;1d had time to shoot a curiou� and 
rather insolent glance at t i le man on the 
l>ench. Like :\ I arian, Richard Hadlev 
had seen the shabby \\·aif a guoLl many 
times: yd. unlikl.' hn. he hacl come to 
re<·ngnize him. anLl he paid him now the 
,·ompl i mcnt of a thoughtful frown. 

Then, dismissing h im from his minLl, 
hc> clL·\·oted hi., \\·hole attention to the g irl . 

'· .\ lJirth(Lly 1•rescnt?" he questioned. 
'· I didn't know th is  \\·as your b irthday . " 

" I >idn ' t you?" shl.' asked. " Then t hat 
cl im i nates one pussibi I ity." 

" \\"hat do you me�m?" 
" I  am afr�1id I was gui lty o f  think

ing �d oud,'' she ,;aid. " It's just a little 
mysll'ry of a pleasant sort. A. big hunch 
of clatlod ils, \Y hich happen to he a favor

ite tlmn'l" of m ine, t hat came to-da\· \\· ith-
out any card." . · 

" I am sorry 1 can't pl<·ad gui lty." he 
,.;aid. ''I didn't knm1· it \Y�b n>ur birth
clay." 

" You \voulcl n<ll ha\·e been gui lty. any
\\·ay,'' she ohscn·ecl-" not of om itt ing 
your card, I mean." 

" Quite ,;o," he asscntc:d, " qu ite !'n. 
Anonymous gi its arc in frightfully had 
tastL'. They arc generally impertinent. " 

There was :1 lc\Y minutes of sill'nc,· ]Jc
l\Yl.'l'll thl.'m whi le tile roans tlc\\. al on �. 
side by side. up the cun·ing driYC\\·�;y 
through the park. 1Iaclll'Y was thought
ful. He lwcl been gradually making up 
his mind, eYer since he fi rst met her. to 
ask her some dav to marrv him. Thc 
Fanvells w ere no.bodv. of c-ourse. from :t 
social point of YiC\\:. l\Iartin B. Far
\Ycll. her father. hacl been, at the tinE· 
of hi,; dea t h. just a hrancl-ne\1" multi-
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millionaire. 11 Ji,> had m;Jdc his money, 
gundne,;s kne11· hm1·, out \\"L':'t. 

The muncy IYa,; indubitably there: that 
,,·as the iml'ortant point : and as :\l arian 
1·.-as the only child, it 1vould all be hers 
,;omc day. 

.i\o question entcrL·d hi,; mimi but that 
the girl 1vas his for the a,;king. She had 
practically thn111 11 her,;elf ;1t his head this 
;1 fternoon, when she had 1 l i s:nis,;ed her 
gruom and asked him to rick 1vith her. 

'' Thev are beautifullv matched. cer
tainly, " �he said at l ast: indicating the 
Hy ing pair with a gesture: "and it's 
matching that counts: style. si%c, and 
color. They might have beL'll cast in the 
same mold. Togl'lher . th<:y make a v·cry 
distinguished pair." 

Then he tuok the plunge. 
" llO\v do you think 11 e ' ti go m double 

harness. :\[arian? ,. 
Her eyes brightened and the color 

�urged U[> i;1to her cheeb. hut the l ight 
in her e1·es 11';\S 1\llt a tender o;;e. and the 
bright color in Iter cheek,; suggested ex
citement rather than any gentler emotion. 

"I i 111Y do l think we'd go in double 
harness?" she replied. '' That que�tion 
1s not exactly before the lwu,;c. is it?" 

" \\'hat do vou mean ? ·· 
"\\·hy,'' sl;c said. "are you in the 

habit of asking young \Yomcn of your 
acquaintance how you think th l'y'd go in 
double harness ll'ith you?" 

Hadley turned rathn red and hit his 
lips. He had meant to get through his 
proposal in a,; airy and patronizing a way 
as po ,;sible, and had thought this manner 
of putting it ratlH :r happy. 

"Naturallv "-he stammered a little
" naturallv. i meant more than I said. 
I thought. you would understand. Peo
ple o[ our world no\Yada\·s don't talk 
like the characters in a romantic novel. 
1 meant to ask von if vou ll'ould marrv 
me. \\'ill you ? ., can't .spout poetry ancl 
get do11·n on my l;.nees. hut perhaps you 
will take that for grantee! ." 

"\\'hy?" she askL·d c,,,,]]y enough. 
" I mean. '" hy do you II' ant to marry 
me? " 

ll e contrulled his rising anger with 

diflicultv. hut still he controllecl it. 
" It is [ 11'!10 don't understand now," 

he said slowly. "Surely that's an ex
tmord i nary question." 

"\'t:s," she said soberly . .. l suppose it 

;:'. But that 's hecmse it �" gL·nerally an
s\\ercd without l>cii1g asked. :\[,,st men," 
,he ll'ent on, af ter a little silence-" mo�t 
nwll, 11·ht:n they a,;k girl-; to marry them, 
�ay it'� hL'cau:-;e�iJcc:abc they c�:4e for 
thcm-;md-that son of th i11g . Care so 
much. they feel they can·t go Ull li1·ing 
IYithout tht:m. ,\nd e1-c11 in our IHHld, 
as you L·,\]] it, isn't it still the custom at 
kast to say such things, to keep up a 
decent sort of pretens�: out of respect to 
a venerable old tradit ion ? " 

Linder the corer of hi,; gaulltlded hand, 
J.Zichanl I Iadley, in his vexation. pinched 
the comers of his beauti ful military mw;
tache. He felt like a hungler-;m utt<:r
ly new and unexpected feeling. He had 
made Im·e to too many IYomen in the 
· ·otuse of his protractL'<j hachelorhood
Ior some of 1dwm he had felt less gen
uine regard than he felt for :\[arian-t<l 
feel the ,;lightest misgi1·ing,; of hi,; ability 
to carry hi

,
msclf in ; i1is ,:a,;e in a grac�

ful and plausihlc manner. 
lie wa,; the sort of man whom most 

11umen rind attracti1·e: lYell ,;l'l, lYell 
pnised, lean. graceful. goud-looking in a 
rather \\·orn sort of \Yay. I I is 11o;e IYas 
slightly aquiline: hi,; ch

.
in square and de

termined. The tinge of gr;1y about the 
edge,; of his black hair improved his ap

pcarann: ; and if this hair. once luxu
riant. 11·as becoming some\vllat thin on 
the top, it was still possible to brush it 
so that thi,; fact was not betravcd. 

1 n addition to this, he ha(l an alert, 
attentive mind; a light, drv. lvell-modu
lated voice. II e could ass�mc, when he 
chose. an intimate, particular sort of 
manner, 'vhicb, among the IHJmen he had 

knn\\·n , had been very successful. 
Things were going badly. lt 1vas ,;he 

1vho 1vas enol and self-posse:;sed. She 
IYas contri1·ing in some intangible \Yay 
to laugh at him, and ITt lca\·e him in a 
mi�erahle. awkll'ard cloul>t 11·hethcr she 
did not intend at last to accept him. 

As a matter uf fact. !Jis confidence in 
this result 11·as hard!\· shaken. He had 
been ,;n sure. from 

.
the first. that she 

wanted him-that she IH>tlld take him 
for a husband on almost an\· terms he 
might propose. \\'ell, he mnilcl pay her 
for it some day. 1vhen she 11·as safely his 
to treat as he p leased. For the present 
he must how to the inevitable, and carry 
the scene through :wcord ing to her idea;. 
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" I I  m1· •·an 1·< >U doubt that I care for 
you ? " he a�knl. trying to get something 
that  ;;uundecl l ike real  emotion into his  
Yoice. " I f  I h a,·en't  sho\Yn ir from the 
first, i t  can only be hecause-\Yel l ,  hc
cmse i t  \Yas to�> deep to show easi ly.  
But  do y<>u suppose I could  look into 
Y"ur e�·e,.; \Yi thout-" 

She in terrupted. 
" I th ink that ' s  a l l  0 £  that I GHL' tn 

! J ,· ; tr." ,;he :;a id .  " You did your best to 
ol >I ig�: me. wh ich \Yas n�ry nice and po
l i t e  o f  \'Ul\. Hut nO\Y let ' s  te l l ,·ach ot her 
t ill' t ru.th ,  sha'n ' t  \Ye ?  . , 

" I t i,.; the truth," h e  said. " l t ' s  an 
in..;ult  to me-to both of u,.;-tu th ink 
thnl' cou l d  be am· othl'l' rea,.;un." 

' ' \\' e l L  i f  you ·can' t .  I w i l l , ' '  ,;he ,;a id .  
" \'ou t h nu g h t-�t e l l m e  i f  I am not r igh t 
-y,,u thought t hat . for the pr iY i 1ege o f  
] ' ll tl ing ' :\ I rs. R i clwrd Hadley · on my 
Yis i t ing cards. I \Yuuld be w i l l ing t o  
manT rou : a n d  for some t ime ,-,,u kt1·•: 
b�:en 

· 

tryin_:,( t o  make up yntu m ind 
"·huber. for thL· sak�: o f-wel l ,  of get t ing 
a ,,.a,. from a ccrta i n  c la"s of t roul  , J  es-" 

Now he i nterrupted h �: r : 
" I th ink \\1: han� gone qui te  far 

enough. :\ [ iss Fann·l l .  Rat hn fa rt hc·r.  
perhaps. than neceso;ary. I han� asked 
you to marrv me. and you haYL'·- ' ' · 

l i e broke. off suddcnlv, for h e  r�al ized 
t hat  she hall as �-l't ma<ie him ! I l l  an;;�rcr 
a t  a l l .  

' ·  \' ��." she said. " you m a y  cow;idn 
tk1 t  I h a1·,· decl ined . ' '  

" You h a,·e assum,·d," he sa id  hittnl� · .  
" that l was merely o f!'e r ing ynu a ! Jar 
u :qn ,., . .  

, .  :l 'hat i s  not 11 1 1 1· r dec l ined i t , ' '  she 
,.;; : id .  " I am not . a t  all >'lll'C that I 
slwuld l lecl ine ,;uch a bargain,  i f  i t  \\ ere 
lwnes t i l· offered . People blame girb l ike 
me fm· ·  doing that o-;ort of th ing. hut I ' m  
not sure t here isn ' t  a good deal t o  he 
said on the other s ide.  But i r r C\'er do 
al'ccpt such a bargain,  :\fr.  H adley.  it  

1Yi l l  be \Yh en i t  i s  honestl y  offered and-" 
she paused a l i t t le to l c t . the sting of her 
worcb h ave their ful l  e ffect-" l ,.;ha l l  be 
,,ure I am gett ing the  real th ing." 

He \Yas no l onger flushed. He '"as 
fa ir ly white wi th  ragL'. hut he could find 
no \Yorcls to answer. 

" \Yh ere sha l l  I put you do\rn ? " she 
asked. 

" Here, if you please· . ' '  he  said th ickly. 

0 1 Jecl ient ly she pul led l l t'  tl ll' horses, 
<l l ld  a l l llost before they h ad had t ime to 
stop, h e  s1nang out ;u;d,  scarcely l ift ing 
h i s  hat .  ,.;t rode a1ra\·. 

The mon1cnt tl!� trap had disappeared 
round a curn: in t h e  road, !Iacl ley 
,,·h ir h :d about and stood st i l l .  N ever in 
h i :; l i fe had he nperi�nc(.'(\ such a fury 
o f  anger again,;t a person a,; at this mo
ment he fel t  ag:1 inst t i l�:  young gir l  1rhom, 
not ten m inutes bc·fore, h e  h ac! been a,.;k
ing to become h i ,;  \r ife. He clenched h i s  
t<·L· th .  and b e n t  h i s  r id ing-crop het\n·en 
h i ,; musnl lar  hand,; unt i l  he nearly broke 
i t .  The1 1 ,  rather l , J i l l(l lv,  he o;et out across 
the drin·11·a,·. 

· 

.\ furiou� tnoting of an automobi le
horn caused l l im to spring out of the 
l'llad aga in, and. looking up, he recog
nized the man at the steering-\vheel, and 
in  the ,;amc in :-tant ga1·e the man a chann: 
to recogni�c  h im .  The  c lu tch  went out, 
t h �: emergency-brake went in. ancl the 
next moment the b ig, h igh-poll'er run
about had come panting to a standst i l l  
am id  a cloud n f  du,;t. 

' '  \\' h �t t ' ,.;  the matter IY i t h  1·ou, Hacl 
il'y ? " cal l ed o u t  t h i s  cheerful ):oung man, 
noting his fri-end's riding co:;tume. " Did 
\'UU fal l  o tT nmr h ors�: ? You look a,; if  
;-uu had j u�t fal len o t T  someth ing, I 
S\\'C<lr \'OU do." 

" l sent my horse home wi th the 
groom," sa i d  H adley shortly. " I \\'::l i lt-
ed to \Ya lk." 

" J ump up i n  here \v i th  me, and I ' l l  
take you home," ,;aid Tommy Glenn. 

H acll ev \Yas m inded to refuse. He 
I ihd To;nmy (; lcnn wel l  enough in some 
·· i rcumstances, hut in h i s  pre,;ent mood 
h e  found him a lmost unendurable. St i lL  
here  \Ya:; another case \vhere he  \Yas con
fronted with some one he could  not afford 
to snub. He O\\'ecl Tommy too much 
money, and before he got tluough \Vi th  
h im he nw�mt to  mYe h im a good deal 
more. 

" Al l  r ight, ' '  he said. " T h anks for 
the l i ft ." 

" I met our \V estern m i l l ion a iress," 
said Tommy as he  started the car. 
" IIc\\·e you h appened to sre her ? 
passed h er just a bit  hack, up the road. 
She's got a very smart pair thnc. hut 
they' l l  break her young neck one o f  t l 1 esc 
clays." 

'' I hope the\· maL' '  sa i d  Hadln· .  



( ; l cnn l ouk t·d at h i 1 1 1  11 ith an ex p re,;
si un that, on �my other face, would haYe 
been called though t ful. 

' '  \'ou. t oo. eh ? "  h e  sai r i .  " I kne\\· 
you ' d fal le n  o (f  u l· ,.;uu , e·c lJ i n g. \\ .l' l l .  yuu 
, . �l l l  shake "· ith me. \\'e ' n: in tht· ,.;ame 
boa t . "  

C l ! :\ 1' n: R I I .  
1 ' 1 1 1·: o; J ! . \ 1 : 1 : \  �.1 . \ \: IZ E .\ 1 ' 1 ' 1: .\ K' .  

WHEN H a d l ey d ismounted from the 
trap. :\l ar i a n. w i thout the ileetesl 
part i ng g lance a t  him. eire\\' her

sel f �� l i tt l e s t raight er. set t l ed hack her 
sho u lders a l it t le s r j tW rt·r. and l a i d  a 
len:!.  l i ngering, ancl \Yholly uml e,.;er\'ed 
cut o f  her \Yh i p -lash across the had�s of 
the pai r  she '"a' dri Y i ng. 

She wa,.; hardlv co nsc iuu ; o f  t h r: act. 
I t  wa,.; mere l y th� nat ural n pres,.;ion of 

her mood. She \Yas a good hurst·\nlman. 

ahsolutdv fearl es,.;, \Tn· ,.;tnmg. ancl so 

tlwrough.l y accu,.;t onwd . t u  the. ma11age
me nt of horses, both in the seat and t h e  

,.;a,ldle. that slw \\'as a l l l e. \\'h en sht: 
chose, to giYe her m i nd tu sumcth i ng dse 
�md do the r i gh t th i ng frnm inst i n i ' t .  

She had an almost mannish cap �1c i ty  
i'ur mt· n t a l  ah,.;t ral' t ion.  and \Yas some
t imes a l i t t l e startled. a fter haYing set 
out  to dr in� some11·here. to fin d h ersel f 
at h e r  dest inat ion without  t h ',' s l i .�hte:;t  
co n ,.;c ious memorv of an v th i n :.; that had 
h appe ned on th� \Yay. ,-l f a t{y , h i n� but 
t h e  tra i n  o f  he r O\Yll t l w ughts. 

That \\·as the ,,·ay she \\�ls ' lr iY in ,:.; 
now . She was doing i t  p e r fr.:,·t  J \·. S<l  far 
as t ll l'  o!Jscr\'1.'1' could see. guidin .� l l l'r tly 
i ng lwrsL·s i n  and out am ong the st ream 
o f  Ych ic l cs crmYding t h e  p ark. and en·n 
rl'turncd the salutat ions of  hn fr iends : 
hut t h e  s ight o f  them m·Hr \\c : I l  heyon rl 
h e r  eyes. 

I n  some subtl e  \\'�ty ht·r m < > U tl t i n,:.; a n 
ger, not  o n l y  aga i t l st J\. i , · l l �m l ! Lu l i e\·. 
hut �lgaim;t t h e  \\ l w k of h i ·; ] ' �l r � tsi t i l· 
t r i be-an anger t h a t  : I l m ost rc�whed t h e 
p o i nt o f  recklessnes,.;-rumitl un icated i t 
sel f through the n·i ns t < l  t he l l l'!'I'OUs. 
h i gh - strung lwr,.;es. \Y iwsc scns it i \·e 
mouth s  responded to en�ry cil ed;: u pon 
them. I f  sh e h a d  gi Ycn a momen t ' s  at 
t l'nt ion.  she \\·ou l d  han· seen t hat they 
\Yere "radu al lv hut cert a i n l v  get t i n g out 
of h a�d.  and · i t  11 a,.; t ime t-o 'qu iet .

them 
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' l mn1. , \s it \\·as, she \\as cun ,.;c:ious o f  
1w su ch th in g, con,.;ci uus o f  noth i n "· hut 
t h e  fal't t h at

' 
the tly ing rhythm u r '

"
their 

hoo fs \\· as  beat i ng t ime t o  her mvn \'; i ld ,  
�urg i n:-; h L'art. 

T L is \\·as the s ituat ion ,-,· hen the frc:;h 
spring l>n:L'7-e p icked u p  a ncwspapn that 
h�I < l htTll  l l' ft Lv some carell':;s hand 011 
o n l'  uf the park benches, opened it out 
scien t i ficallv.  and drew it  in a seri c·s of 
ungai nly S\;·oop,; along the d riveway and 
stra i ght under t h e  feet of :\Iar i an ' s. pair . 
Tlll'Y needed no m ore ] l l'O\'ocat iun.  

' l ' ! J'l�re was a scurrv. a w i l d, s idc1vise 
l eap that \vould have . u nseated a less ex
pert wh i p .  The ne-"t instant,  1Y ith the 
hits  in  the ir teeth, w i th dist�::ncled nostri ls  
�1 1 1d ,; tari ng eyes, the pair bolted in good 
L'�tl" l l L':-i t .  

B e i n g  nm ::1 \Yay 11· i th wa,.; n o  new c x 
pcri c:nl·e  for :\ b r i a n ,  am] even now ,;he 
fel t no fear.  H er pos i t i on rm t h e  h igh 
Sl'�lt had not changed. She d i d  nothing 
C u t i lt· or frallt i r'. She kept the almost 
usdc.ss reins taut, and in an even, quiet  
' o i < ·e tried to ca l m the panic-stricken 
an imals. 

Lucki ly. fnr t h e  prt'SL' i l l ,  she had t h e  
t·o�ld to h ersel f. a n d  the horses r unn ing 
st ra igh t down the middle of i t .  i\ hun
dred yards ahead , perhap s, the ro�H l  
, ·unTd sharp l y t o  the l d t .  a nd what sh e 
m i .�h t  encounter on reaching that po i nt 
"·: 1s  ma,.;ked l l\· a heavy gru 11·th of trt•e s 
� t tH l shruhberv. 

She  11·a,.; a;,·are of som e people 011 the 
p: � Lhs  besi de the drive11·av who shouted 
� t n r l  1van:d t h t· i r  �ums as s

.
lll' ilashed past, 

:1 ; 1d \\·hn. j u d � i ng from t h e ir cries 

' t :1 r tcd in p tir:m,i t L lown the road as sno1 ; 
:b such pursu i t  became. from their  pos i 
t ion.  p L·r fect ly fu t i k . A l l  her energies 
11·ere con< ·entrat ing fur the moment when 
'he sh ou l d arri\'e at the cun·L·. 

T h e  hr >r,;t·s. fol l ow i n �  a b l i nd i nst inct 
t t· i , ·d to  keep to th(' n ; �H I .  and. ! urch i n .�� 
: 1 l " 1 1 �� hl'll i llll them. t h e  t rap started 
l'l l U i ! d  the cunT on t \\·o \\'heel:;. The 
i nst an t  h c:r po:; i t ion gan :\ Iar ian :1 
chance t o  see \Yhat \Yas ahead, her fa,·e 
hlancl ll'd a l i t t le ,  for there, a hundre<l 
i'l'ct �n1·ay. a l i t t le c l ump o f  veh icles 
li l kd th e "·hole road .  A steady, old
f�l,.; i l ioncd landau go i ng in her 0\\'11 direc
t ion.  and t \\·o automo b i l es, one i n the a c t  
o f  passing the other ,  com ing toward her. 

She J r ul l cd t h e  right·hand rein \\· i t h  
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• ·n:r} o u ; t <  t' o f  L' ! ,cr�y t ha t  h e r  linch· 
�t run,c; nern:,; cou l d  , ·omm�md upon i t ,  
; ! J td h y  sheer st n·n�t h  s h e  sun·eeded i n  
t urnin� t i l l' l wrse,.; o u t  o r  t h e  d r i \'L'\\'il)' 
�d t og(_'t iH·r and aero:-;:-; t h e  l a \Y l l .  I t  \\·a:-; 
d o 11·n -h i l l  a l i t t l e- . ;t n d  r i �h t �dtead o f  

] ; cr. i m pu""ihk t "  ;;1·u id .  \\·as a d um p  q f  
t rec,.;. 

And t h en sl t t ·  Sil l\. 11 man nu m i n�.  
In the , . , , ltr''" u l  h L·r  a ft nnoon d r i n· 

11· i t h  H ad lc'.· and 1 ,,. h er:'t.· l L \ l a r i a n  had 
made a rum.rd ct t· r i J:c u i t  o f  t h e  p ark . The 
pl ace 1\ ht'rc the h orses cau�ht s ight  o f  
t i l l' lll'\\' S [ ' ilj'L 'r il t ld l H > ! tt:d \\· a s  l l\1\ t iY f l  
h undred yards a 11·ay from t h e  p o i n t  
" here t h e  sllahl>y man u J t  t h 1· p a r k  bench 
had se1·n her re i n  u p  t u  rece i 1-c  R ic hard 
H adley i n t o  t i l l! \Th ie le. E 1·er since t h ;t t  
mome;; t t h ,· l ll < t l l  o n  t h e ht:nch h a d  ht:en 
s i t t ing t here. a l most in t h e  a t t i t tlllt: h e  
h a d  h e l d  11 h e n  ! l ad l e v  shut t h a t  q u i , ·!;: 
l ook o r  contt: m p tuous recog n i t ion in h i� 
d i rect id1 l .  

;\ rl < ht' ohsnn:r, i [  ; ;nv such t here h a d  
b e e n  t o  11·a tch h i m. II' IJUicl soon han: be
come a 1Yan· u [  a ,c;re; t t  d i Jf e r e J l <'L' het ll'l'L'Il 
t h i s  young man a J H !  t h e  other c h ru n i , ·  
o<·cupants o f  park henclH'S. H is dre,;,;, 
i ndeed, l'C\ l'L:]'t for i t s  IH:atness, gaiT h i m  
l i t t l e  ;l l h·anta�L' <11'er them.  Hut  t here 
"·a,; in h i s  a i r. i n the un< ·un,;c i ous p o i ,.;e of 
h i ,.;  body. i n  the Jine l i nes of h is pa l l i d  
L;n·. ,;ot lll' t h i n g  t h a t  t l w,;e pathet ic  dne
l i cts o f  ,.;()(_· ietv  did not  share w i t h  h i m .  

The ,.;harp� ,.;t cont rast o f  a l l  between 
h im and h is neigh bors \YilS t <> he found 
in hi,;  ews and m o u t h .  T h e  e\·cs o f  t h e  
de featec i m a n  gent:ral ly  t e l l  h i; story for 
h im .  \'uu \Y i l l  see i n  t hem a look some
t i m e,; su l l en and ;mgry. ,.;onw t i n1L's patien t  
and forbea r i n g. but a l \\-a\·s ,.;omcth ing 
Yacant.  purpo,.;el c,.;s . T h i s  man's eyes 
told no such ,.;tory. \\'h t: n  they t uml:ll 
dull ,  it IYas w i t h  t h e  i n t en,.;e cotKcntrat  ion 
of his t hough t .  T h e  mind m i gh t  be 
miles away, hut i t  was a c t i n·. per fect in  
i t s  operation as a finL' m ;v·h i t tl'. :\ n d  
when t hey brigh tened. t hose ,;t ra ngc.  dark 
eyes of h is,  it 11·as \Y i t h  a luo k  o [  in
tense unclcrstancling of purpose a n d  o f  
pm,·er. H is m o u t h .  sens i t i n· as i t  \\'as. 
told the same stor\'. There \Ya,; suHering 
t h ere, t w  clouLt. ·from h is h a rd n p n i 
ence, hut thel'L' 11·as nuth ing t ha t  ! nuked 
l i ke d ef eat .  

He had met Had ley',; i nsolent s tare  
w ith a yery fai nt smi l e  of  i !Hl i ffcrent 

;:uuu,.;etnen t .  1\' hL' t h e r  t h .: man had re
maim:d i n  h i s m i nd a t  all a fter t h at 
fleeting i t ; t cr c :; t .  ur IYh l' t h er h t· had been 
put out of i t  i l l  < > I l l'<.' 11s quite  u n 11·urthy.  
i t  wuuld l w  kml t o  sav. But the lath·. 
at lea-;t , h a d  rcmainec l. T h e  heau t i f{t l  
!ady-11 l wm l t e  h ad dec bred t o  he the 
most bea u t i f u l  in a l l  the 1rur l d : 

T h e  ] ' l ace 11·hne he sat contmatHled : t  
l' ie \\' o f  the Yt:rv cun·e i n  t h e  driYewav 
ll' h i c h  ! tad inteq;< JSt:d such a terrible wall 
of unn:rt;t i ntv bl· lore \ l arian's eves w h t·n 
her h urst·s h ;d sti l rtcd t o  bol t .  

:
! 'he  first 

t h i ng th a t  C:' u g h t  t he young mat t 's  atten
t i on 1ra,; the  ec.; t· i t ed c r i L·s down t h e  road. 
and the r l att er uf h o o fs w hose s1r i ft rrcs
cenclo t o l d  h i m  t h ey ,,·ere coming in h is 
d irect ion.  

Ht: :;ta rtcd t o  h is  feet ,  sa11· the trap 
ancl \\ ho was i n  it, stood per fectl y  sti l l  
for a bare l y appreciable i n s t a n t  o f  t i mc, 
ami took i n  t h t: 11·hole s i tuation : the hlock 
o f  \'c h i cl es i n  the ruad a head, t h e  cun·l', 
ami tht: dec l i n ing stretch of l a w n  t h a t  
l ed tm1·ard t h e  c l u m p  o f  trees. Then h e  
began tu run. 

The nwment \I a r i a n  sa11· t h at Hying 
fi gure cro:;si n g  the l a \1· 1 1  ahead o f  h e r  
:-; h e  kne\Y s h e  \Yas saYC<l. H is path, she 
saw, \\·ould cross t ha t  o f  the lwr:-;es to a 
point  about t en p ace,; from the clump 
o f  tree;;, ancl she sa1Y that  h t: \l'lJ U l d  
reach t h a t  p o i n t  as soon as t h e y  di , l .  
\Vhat  h e  would clo in  that  fract ion o f  a 
second of time she had no i dt:a, but she 
fel t  sure he \Yuul,J not fa i l .  H e  h a d  not 
the a i r  of a ma n  11'lw would f a i l .  

All  t hose i mpre:;sions her m i nd. \York
ing as one's m i nd docs in suc h  monwnt s 
of c r isis. \Y i t h  incrCL! ihle r ap i di t y ,  regi,;
terecl  11· i t h  per fcrt d i s t inct nc,;s. 

EYiden t l y  the h orses sa\\' the ;nan 
t h l'mselws, ami in t h e  impulse o f  fli gh t ,  
S\YerYed t o  t h e  r igh t a l i t t l l' from t h •: 
· ·ourse t hey h ad been running. SI Ic  a t 
t �mpted 1·a i n l y  t o  cuunteral't t h i s  11· i t h  
a l ast desperate p u l l  a t  t h e  l e ft-h and 
n· in ,  but the m a n  o n l y  i n c n·ascd h is 
speed. I I  e \Yould st i l l  he in t i m t· .  

Then she saw him leap through the 
air with h ands extended tmYard the bri < l k  
of the ncar horse. I f  h e  m i ,;sed, h e  would 
be down unclcr t h ei r  h oofs i n  a sccond· --
would, in a l l  h uman l ikelihood, he k i l led.  
She watched h im make the leap, hut that  
was the l ast thing she sa\Y. H er sel f
controL \Yh idt h at! neYer f a ltcre(l  up to 
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that po int , �udden!y  dc·.,crtl'J hL"r. Sh� 
could not  h�ar t o  luok any Iu nger. She 
dropped the rein� and c< •\-ered her face 
with her hands. 

Th l'll she fel t  a sudden jar that t i p ped 
her Put of ln:r seat . The next th i ng shL· 

kne>�·, the trap was st �tlllling st i l l : �hc. 
hnsdf, \Ya,; huddled on the floor of i t .  
l >d\\·e·cn the dashboard and the se:.�t. en
tangled somehu\\. in the reins so that shl' 
cou l d not g<:t up. A bicyc l e pol iceman. 
panting \Y i t l t  the exertion of the tremen 

dous effort he lwcl made to m·ertake her.  
had already dismounted from his  ,,·heel ,  
and was standing besi<le the  trap.  talking 
in a soot h ing \ 'Die�. ask ing h er not to he 
frigh tened . 

She looked about. ( 1n<: of the horse..; 
\Yas do\\'n, and struggl ing to regain h i s  
feet . The oth<:r was  stand ing beside h i m .  
trembl i ng \Y i th frigh t : a n d  a l i t t l·e \\·ay 
on. stanch ing a wound in his forehead 
with his  pocket-handkerch ief, \Yas the 
man \\· I to had sa1·ed her l i fe. 

\\'hat ha d l tapp�.:ned \\ �h p l a i n  cnough : 
the horse. in the l ast mad effort t o  es
cape from h is clutch, had l ost  his foot 
ing on the sl ippery grass. and the  t \\·o. 
hors<: and man, had gone do\Yn together . 

She took anoth e r  l < >ok at her rescuer. 
The cx ci tem <:nt and shock of the last 
m inut e-for i t  was hardly more than that  
since the horses had started to run-must 
somehow han· st imu lated her memory, 
for she \Yas a\Yare that there was some
t h i n �  familiar about tlw look of h im. 
The;1 .  in a tlash . i t  rame to hn. The 
l itt l <: scene at the e n t r ; t n < " c  to t lw t heater  
that stormy u igh t u nder t he \\· i n d - h l < l\\·n 
;:m·ning. and the poor shiYering 1netrh 
who had stoo(l under the  extren1L' �.:tlge o f  
its shel ter, watl 'h i ng her w i t h  hungry 
eyes as she pass<:d i n t "  t i l L· 11·armly l i ghted 
t heater. 

The first th ough t that tlashed anoss 
her mind \Yas that  she \Yas glad i t 1\·as 
he-glad that she \Yould be able \Y i t h 
out offense to re\Yanl him. and thc nex t 
though t . IYh i c h  brough t the sense o f  
acute embarrassment. was that she had 
no money, nut a penny upon her person. 

She got to her feet anLl, \Yi thout the 
aid of the policem;:m, sprang l igh t ly 
dmn1 from the  trap. Alreacl�- her mus
cles and nen-es \Yere in perfect cont ro l .  
She h ad not  been i n  t h e least hurt .  and 
she was no longer frightened. 

' · 1 t h i nk, " ,;h e  said to the shalJby m :l l l  

-- " [ t h ink you h a 1·c saved m y  l ife. 
am sure you haYe risked your u\\' tl .  
l hupc you ar<: not hurt . " 

' ' T h i s  scrat<"h is noth i ng ."  h l' sa i d ; 
' · no t h i ng that a ch i l d  \\·ou ld  cry out 
;: bout. l'\o, l am not hurt ." 

:-;I l l' turned t u  look at  the lwr,;cs. The 
unc h e  had p u l led down had got to h is 
feet aga i n . X ei ther of them ,,·a,; i n 
jured. and th<: ir escapade. as i t  happened. 
had not  en�n damaged the h arness or the 
trap. K one of  these th ings, hO\\'eYer, 
had any rea I p l are in her though h. She 
was a w k 11·ardl \' · ·onscious of  the situa t ion 
wh ich confrm{tcd her. I t  was p la i n what 
she mu,.;t do. she told hersel f  impat iently. 
The man \\·as a mere "·aif and a vaga
bond .  I t  11 ;h probabl y  wi th no hope 
other than u f  a substantial reward that 
he had taken the r i sk and made the al
most superh uman etlort to save her. She 
must reassure him that his efiort had not 
been i n  vain. :-;he mu,;t tell  h im that he 
wult l d  I ll' h atHbomch· rewarded. If she 
had I >een l H.�r cool ,  

·
e,·ery-day, self-pos

sessed sdf, she woul d  probably h ave seen 
more truh·. and the 1· is ion of the man in 
the theat�r entrance \Yuulcl not have pos
sessed her and rnevent<:d her from listen
ing t o  the i nner voice which ,,·;unecl h er 
the th i ng she \\·a,; fon·ing h erself so 
laboriously to do \\·as t he \\'l'Ong th ing 
after a l l .  Yet , she fi n a l l v  nened h ersdf 
to the task. Embarras�ment made her 
seem col d and haughty . 

" You have done me a great service," 
she said, not looking i n t o  the man',; face. 
" l am sor ry that  l < "an't  j ust now gin� 
yuu any substantial eY idence o f  j ust how 
much I app rc<" iate it .  But I ski ll see to 
i t  that you a r e  re\Yarded. 1 f you wil l  
t e l l  me \·our name. a n d  \Yhere w e  can 
find you_:__ . , 

" I kn·e many mnnes and many p laces 
of aclclress. ' '  he interrup t ed . speak in g so 
l u,,· shl' could scarcel v  htar h im, " hut 
there is none o f  th em ;l' i th which I would  
have vou concern voursel f . · ·  

Sh� looked up i t� astnnishmcnt. h u t  al
ready he had turned and \l'as ,,·alking 
s low ly away acruss the la\Yll . 

" \Vell, he 's  a queer one," obsctTec! the 
pol iceman i n  a tone of  strong cli�ap
proval ; " but he did a good job stopping 
this team. and that ' s trne. � " "· ·  m i ss. 

'"h a t  can I do for you ) . .  
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' '  � u ( l l ii rg.  t 1 1 ; �nk y o u ,  � h e  �l l l :-\\\·erccl. 
She ga\T �l Li�t gL�lH'c �-�t the harn L·s�, and 
S\Y i f t l y  i ll t JU l l icd to her scat in t he trap. 
" N o,  rc:i l l y,  th l'n: is  lloth i ntj you can 
do," :;l i e  ;H ldcd, " excep t to k t  me go 
ucfore ;l i lY lllorc people gather. Y ou 
don't  h a n: t u  t ake my JEll1l'�. do yuu. and 
repo r t  the m;nter ? l' nu Sl'c, 110t h ing 
lws really h appL·ned . " 

The n c.'\ t moment h er groom came 
runn i ng up. H e  had hcc:n , ·um i ng 
t h rouuh t h e  park. nn h i s  \Yay h ome fnlln 
t h e  stable \\ here H adley kept h is hOl·ses, 
and b a d  been at tr acted hv t he crowd. 
H e  was horri ti ed wh en I;e found h is  
mistress \Y<lS t i le  center of it .  

" I t ' s noth ing , :-. bnning. " she sa i d as 
h e  came up to l earn \\hat had h app eni.!d. 
" X < l th ing at  a l l  has h app!.!ned-noth-
. ' �  Jng.  

" I > on ' t vuu \Yan t  me to drin· you 
home. miss ? ' '  he asked. touching h i s  

·
hat 

respect ful ly . 
" l\' ot at a l l .  I sh a l l  drin� home nw

scl f. ( ;et  up beh ind." 
\\' i t h  a nod to the pol icem an, she 

brough t the h cn·sc,; round i n  a w iue 
circle,  ami turned a\Yay do\\ n  the ruad, 
nen·ously ho ld i n g the horses i n  check. 

C H A P T E R  I I I . 

T0:\1:\l\' GL E N N  was one of the 
most  w i dely knO\\n young m e n  o f  
h i s  r ! a s s  i n  X C \\' \ '  ork. The class 

he hclonuccl to i,;  eas i l y  described. H e  
was o f  t he sort of m e n  whu ne1·cr get 
out o f  co l lcgL' ; \Ylw carry on, into their 
t h i r t ic:'. the same infa n t i l e  de l i gh t in t he 
loud \\ a istcoats. grotesquely shaped shoes 
and frL·ak hats. \Yh ich arc usual iy nm
si rl erL·d t h e  earmarks of the soph omore . 
X o fash ion that t a ilor or h aberda,;her 
cou I d  devi,;e \\·as too ugly o r  too eu-cntric 
for Tommy ( ;  I enn . 

H e  boasted as p roudly of t h e  t i mes h e 
had been arre,;t ed for v iolat i ng the speed 
L\ws in h is automobile as any debutante 
over t h e number of notches in her fan. 
He st i l l  t urned brick-red, \Yith pr ide and 
L'mh:trrassment.  \\·heJwn·r a ch orus-girl 
cast a Hee l ing g l ance into  h i s  box at t he 
t l 1 eater. H e  \Yas a conspicuous fi gure at 
the  t rark dur i ng the rac in g season, and 
he ,· ]aimed a friendshi p ,  amount ing al-

most to i nt i maL:y , \l' i t h  a \H:l i-known 
m i(ldle-\'d : igh t prizc-i1ghtcr.  

There \Vas noth ing . nry dist in gu i sh ed 
about this  sort o f 1 i fe-nothi ng that 
would have marked h i m  as any cliff.crcnt 
from hundred,; o f  other s i l lv headed 
young men, had it not been fui· the fact 
that, i nst ead o f kn·i ng to l i\T un a more 
ur les,; rigid p aternal a l l owance. Tommy 
(; lcnn had t he irresponsible a n d  unl im
i ted possession uf about t\YO h undred 
t h ousand dol l ars a vear. 

I n  spite of the ;(pparcn t  s i mp l i c i ty o f  
h i :> character, there \\·etT unh· t \l·o o r  
t h ree people who real l y  uml erstooc1 h i m ; 
among them, R ichard llacllcy. To t l i l.!  
rest o f  the world,  Tommy ,,·as generous, 
good-humored, i ncapable of m a l i c e .  T h e  
popular bel ie f  in h i s possession of t h i s 
sl't of characterist i cs arose partl y  from 
h i s  p ersonal  appe;uance. He \Yas short,  
fat.  p ug-nuscd . I I  is l i ,c;i l t  h!ue cn·s \\'lore 
round and rather i n fantile,  and h is sandv 
h a i r  comp leted t h e  p icture of innocetit 
good - nature which he presen ted. You 
had only to take one guod look to he per
fectly cum·i nced t h at there could be no 
h a rm i n  h im .  The other fact t hat bore 
out th is theoret ica l and a lmost w hol ly 
fictit ious character of  h is \vas t h a t  h e  oh· 
viouslv cared verv l it tle about monev. 
Then.:

-
\Yas no re;1 s;lll \\·hv he siwulcl .  l i e 

h ad ah .. ·ays h a d  p l enty.  a"ncl. of c ourse, h e  
had ne\·er earned a cen t .  

As a matter o f  fact, a n d  a s  R i chard 
Hadley knC\\·, he \\·as not onlv intense l y  
vai n ,  

.
but, i n  h is h ear t, per.fect ly in;

pl acab lc w h en h i s  van i tv \Yas \YOUndetl.  
This did not often h app en . t n  be sure, 
p artly bccau,;e most of the peop l e he l iked 
Hattered h i m  assiduously. and partly he
cause he \\·as  t oo t h i ck-skinned to pcr
cc i;-e inst! l t  itl  ;m\·t h i.ng that \l as nut ;t 
h'n· d i n�< 't a ffron t. '· 

H ad ky had knoi'>tt h i m  for a l ong 
t ime. and during the first fc\v years of 
t h eir acqua i n t ;l l l l'l' had m·\·er suspcl' tcd 
him o f  be i ng any c l i ffnent from j ust what 
t h e  gener;1 l publ i c thoug h t  h im. To H ad
l ev. hi� carel essness about money h ad been 
a 

.
good tkal of a boon. The 

.
older man 

had a l most l i ved on him, shared in his 
costly amusement s  wi thout sharing the 
price. and hacl horrO\Yed money from him 
in the casuaL offhand manner \Yhich 
men of h is sort knO\\. how to affect. 
Un ti l  recent l y h e h ad supposed t h at 



To:nmv was blitileh" u nrun,.;r ioth of t he 
u�e to ·��· h ich he 11·3; bei ng put . 

But during the p3st fe11· m•mth� some 
th i ngs h ad begun to make l hdl ey a l i t t k 
unea

�
"'" - From t1Yo or three i nt r i ns iGtl !v  

tr ivi : t i  inc ident� i t  was l >r cmght lwme t;l 
h im t h a t  h is young friend \, as nut t he 
innocuous, negl igible sort of person he 
had sup posed him t n  be : that  h e  might,  
t o  a ma11  h anging ou desperat e ly tu the 

edge of t h i ngs, 3S I l ad ley wa,;, p rov'� 
dangerou,;. 

Th3t is t h e  rea ,;<m 11·hy. thou ; .. !; l l  h e  
wanted intensely to h e  ;done, to g<:t him
sel f i n  tunc ag3i n  a fter the shock l\farian 
had admin i stered to h is sel f-esteem, h e  
thought i t  bc�t t o  accept Tummy' s in
vitat i on, 31Hl cl imhecl into the scat bcsidL' 
him i n  the big touring-car. 

But before thev h 3d ridden al ong. sid<: 

hv s ide, for fiv� m i nu tes. h e  ,,·a� glad 
·(ommy had p i cked him up. For Tommy 
11·as p rov i n ;� h i m sel f  usdul . 

0 [ cotirSL', l{ad lL·\· knc'\\·-h ad kno11·n 
for a gpod 11·hile  -· that Tommy (i len; t  
\Yas in lo 1·e w it h  :\.1 3riau l,.arwc l l ;  in
deed, the whole circle of Tommy's w ide. 
rather prom i scuous acquaiut3nce. knew it .  
It  \Yas a great an<l  Yen· clisrnncer t i n g  
e1·ent to Tomm\·. \\"1 > 1n�n of h <: r  sort 
had ncn-r appealed to h im be forL·. 1 ! ,: 
was ahYavs uncomfortable and i l l  at ease 
i n the ir presen ce . H i s  one i dea regard
ing them seemed tn he t o  gin: t hem as 
"· i ;k a lx· rt i l  as p oss ih !L" . l-! adky remem
bered h is o11·n astonishment \Y hc:n l i k11! l  

had come to him and shamefaced l y  
begged to  he presented to :\ I iss F;uwel l .  

T h e  arquaintauce bet\Ycen them had 
prospered a ft<:r a fashion . i\Iarian 11·as 
a genuine!�· k ind-hearted girl : awl  \Y h i le 
her ne\Y admirer's clumsiness and embar
rassment in her prcscnn· had amused her 
somc11·k1t, i t  h ac! o n l v  ha d the e l'fert o f  
mak ing h e r  t reat h im

.
more consi dnat dy. 

\\'hen he h ad 3skcd her to marn· h i m ,  
tlwu,.,.h h e  t ook her h,· sur1H·is�. and b • 

t h ough the \\·hole t hing \Ya,.; ol n· i ous ly 
preposterous from h er poin t of \·i e 11·. sti l l  
t h e  sincer i ty o f  h is feel i ng h3d touch ed 
her, and she had rduse<l h i m  as gently 
as possible.  

"'hen Tommv met her. clr i,· in t:;. t\\"O 
m i nutes before i1e picked up H acliey. he 
was as much in Jon· \Yi t h  h er as e1·er. 
Tum :m·'s c·•mfession that  h e had pro
posed in h er and been rej ect ed touk l bd -
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ky a l h• > l u t l' ly hy surpri��·. I t  Jl l led h im. 
t h e  l ll'.\t mo:nt' l l t .  \r ith : 1  ne11· s3t isf:1l· · 
t io!l .  J l e  sa\\· an opportunity to grati fy 
h i s  nc\\· - horn h :� trcd for i\I a rian. 

l i e made no spok-en comnwnt on wh at 
Tommv h ad told h i m. For a momen t h .; 
kept h.is face i n  a ma�k of i mmobi l i t\· .  
Then . slowly.  he perm it t ed h iJm; e l f  lLl 
�lll ik.  

Tommy ( ; lcnn's q uick, shi fting l i t t le  
sidew i se glance < ·aught th is  ex pression, as 
f l adlcy meant h i m t o .  

" \ \ ' h a t  arc you g r i nning at ? "  Tommv 
askec l . " \·ou don' t seem

. 
so n:n· mud1 

surprised." 
" \Yhv no " H ad ley con fessed. " Th e  

fact i s. ·1' kn� ��- :�Lout i t  a l readv ." 
" \'c�. \·ou d ic l : "  �a i d Tnm1i1\' w i t h a 

skeptica l . . do11·n"·ard inflection.
· 

" I \·c· 
not told a sou l  abou t  i t  but you . ' '  

" ( ) h.  yes, you h aY·c. " Hal.l ley rep l ied . 

" t; n [ort unate!y, i t  is not pos;; ih k t n  make 
a p ropo�al o f  m a rr i :q,:e w i t h out tel l ing 
the lad v hn�el f. " 

" \'ou mean. she told you ) " Tommy 
( ;  knn demanded. 

" \V hv-ycs.'' h e  sa id . " l don't k110\\· 
that  the;T· s - a n y  usc i 1 1  d<:n y i n g  i t . "  

Th ere \\·as nothing t h at l ooked l ike 
m a l ice i n  H ad ley' s face. Th ere was 
noth i ng that  proclaimed the l iar. c i t h t'r 

i11 his eves or i n  h is hes i tat ing ,  reluctan t  
voice. \et, dc•cp \Yi t h i n. h e  'was chuck · 
l ing OYer as m a l icious a p iece o f  m is 
c h i e f  as a man cn·r n>ntcmp l a tcd.  

I t  \\·a,;  go in g t o  he easy, too : r idicu
lous!\· easv. He knt:\1' Tommv C kn 1 t  
l i ke ·a ho�•k : had seen h i m  i 1 ;  a l l  h is 

moods of gaiety, o f  anger. or embarrass
ment .  H e  was i ust a;; sure o f  ,,·h:n 
Tom my' s m anner had been 11·hen he pro 
posed to :\. farian- i u �t a� surL· o f  some 
of the p h ra,;c,; lw 1iJUst h ave used-as i f  
h e  h i mse l f had hl'L'll p resent a t  the  intn-
VIC\\'. 

,\h·cad,· Glenn' ,; face \\"<ts < � m i l t < �u ,; h· 
red. a n d

. 
h is  eyes looked ;ts ktrd as i f  

the,· h ad been ,;Jadl' o f  ch ina .  
'' Tel l  me what i t \Yas sh e sa id  to  

you." h e  demanded. . 
" O h. l"<lmc. " ,;a id li3dle\· c:trelcs,;l \·. 

" I \·c told 1·ou L'\ \OU�h 3 l re�<h· . [ , ,i�·e 
\'(lll 1111" \YOr�\ \'0\1 \YO�J idn't  \ ik�· i t . "  ,_. · " Tc· l l  me · ,Yh a t  she said." Tnmn1 1· 
fa ir l y  \"l:l led. " I guc,;s f ' 1·c a r ight t;, 
knn\\· . "  

. .  < ) ; t ,  i f  Y < � U  pu t i t  that  \\ a)·- hut rL·· 
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membe r I \Yarned you . You \Yon 't  l ik e  
i t  a l i t t le  h i t . "  

s a i d  Tommy i n  
rage. 

And H ad ley cli d  h i ,; b i d d ing. H e  
h acl t • >  h e:  carc luL o C  course, n o t  to he 
too �pecific .  I I e had no idea \\·hcther 
t he scene had taken p lace a t  :\ [ arian's 
home, i n  tl1 i s  motor-car. or out in the 
h arbor m Tommy's yach t .  1\' i thout 
comm i t t i ng h imse J C  on any o f  th ese 
poinb, he cou l d  st i l l  g iH a dcscr i p t i ll n  
o f  i t  w h i c h  \Youlrl com·incl' Tomm y  that 
h e  h a d  had it  rrom :\ l arian's  0\Yn l i ps.  
The on l y da n ger h e  ran \l oulrl l i e  in 
cross-examinat ion .  Three \\T l l - cl irec t cd 
quest ions \nnl ld he sufficient to proYc 
that  he 11·�!S ly ing. 

As he had roresecn, i t  \Yas easy to re
duce the· yuunger man to helpless. speech
less rage in the course o f  the fi rst t en 
worck 1-1 is Yo ice fi<l\Yetl sm oothl y  �d ung. 
eYery phrase, e\Try word burning in l ik e> 
hot  acid.  En·ry l i ttle grotc>sque tric-k o f  
Tommy's eyes ancl n>ice and hands� 
yes, m{d feet�was related \l i th p L·r fect
iy merc i l ess Jiclel i t y. u n t i l  at last. \l i t h  
a n  i mprecation, Tommy h a d e  h i m  st"l ' ·  

A fter t hat. fur the better part o r  an 
hour.  th e\· rode alone; i n  s i lt-nee. I I ad
ley h a d  ;ct out to e�c i t e  Tommy's rage 
agai n st ?IIarian w i t h  no n:ry <l l'fi n i tc 
idea u r  t h e  U SL' to \l' h ic h  he meant t o  
put i t .  !l is < J II' t t  anger aga i n st t i l l· C(irl 
had p romp te< l the act. and he h;1d c o,;:
c i tc d  the same fee l i n g  i n  the younger 
m an \l· i t h  no more dclinite i dea i n  m i nd 
than t h a t  Tommy might IJL: counted 
upon tu do t h i ngs \Yh ich he. a gent leman, 
wou l d  nut du. 

But now his p lot aga in st 1\I arian be
gan to take more definite  ,.;hape. The 
t h i ng in h i s  < m n inten·ie"IY \Y i t h  her that 
l 1ad remained most cl earl y anrl nwst 
irritat i n . r Jv in h i s  mind.  \Yas her state
ment th�t · i f  enr she �bsentcd to the sort 
of bargai n h e: had prop osed to h er, she 
would he sure she \\·as get t i ng the real 
thing. I t  proY iderl h i m

-
110\Y \Y ith an 

idea. 
" \\'el L "  he said at last, " she's rea l l y  

n o t  \YOrth bothering about. She' l l  get 
\Yh at's coming to h er one of these days. 
(;ir ls  like that  a lways do. Their money 
gives them a mad amb i t i on to break into  
a society where they don't  rea l l y  belong. 
They d o n ' t  k n o w  the real t hi n g  \Yh ei1 

the\· ,.;ce i t .  .\ny cad \\· i t h  <1 l angu id 
manner and foreign cl uthes , ·an m;1ke 
them bel ieve i n  h im. .-\ n d  the rc,;ult  is ,  
t lwy gennal ly marry \l·a iters or foufmcn 
mast]Uc>rading as I tal i  an counts." 

Hadley sa \I' , with  i o\·, that  ( ; l cn n  was 
putty in.  h i s  h ands . · ·H is r:1ge agai nst 
:\ Lu ian \\'as :1 1 1  h e  cou l d  h ope for� 
co:u,;e, Yin d i et h·e. reck 1 css. I I  is m i n  <I, 
t hu s  prepared, p roved a fert i le  soi l  for 
I l a d l cy's l atest suggestion .  

" I o n lv \dsh she'd do i t . "  ( ; ] cnn mut
tcrccl. "

.
H O \Y I ' d  l ike to sec her do i t ; 

and thL' i l ,  :;fter a Year or t \vo.  I ' d  l i k e  
t n  a s k  h e r  i f  s h e  d i;ln ' t  t h ink she'd made 
a mistake. " 

Hadley l aughed. 
" \Yel L "  Ckmt demanded, " \Yhat's 

t h e  matter no\Y ? " 
" Oh,  it ahYa\·s amuses me," said the 

l'l der m a n  easilv.' " to h ear a man \Y i t h  an 
income tlw size

.
of yours "ldsh i n g. 1\' i she;; 

arl' a l tL \Ur�· for the puur. I lon't  you 
knu\Y that ? . , 

" Don't talk  epi grams," Glenn snapped. 
" Tell  m e  iYh a t  you mean. ( ; iYe i t  to 
n1e ;-;traight ." 

" 1\'hv. " said H adley. " l · ·an \v i ,;h 
t h i ngs l ;e,·ausc I can't do them. A man 
\1 i th n1lmey can do anYthi n g. i f  h e  rea l l y  
\\·ants t o . "  · '-- · 

" Do nm mean." dcmanc led ( ; knn, 
" that  I · , ·uuld i nake t lut girl  m�nry a 

'' \Yh,-, · •  said H aclll'\·, " of course i t 's  
a t h i n g  ·a man \l oulcln't clo. But if  vuu 
rL·al l l· \Ya n ted t < J  clo i t ,  vou could. \·"u 
coul(l do it ,  I shou ld S<�V, for Je..;.; tkm 
t L'n thow;ancl dol lars. all<i i n s i t k  o f  thn·e 
nHmths. I t' s  on ly a quest ion of fi nding 
t he righ t  man.  fin anc i ng h i m  propl'r ly  
;mel i ntroducing him to h er." 

Then he shrugged his  shoulders. " O f 
, · otnse \Yc're t al k i n g  nonsense," he um
c l uded .  " Cnml'. ( made a m i stake tel l 
i n ;;:  you any th i n;.; about i t .  F"rget that 
l d i cl ,  and treat the girl  as i f  uotl i i ng 
k1< l happened. She let  you dtl\1'11 easy 
t ' l lPugh . d i dn't sllc�that ic;� IYhen ,.;he 
11·as ta lk i ng to you? " He i ntcrruptccl 
him.;elf  \l· i t h  a short l augh .  

Tommy G l e n n  s\YOl'l' fee l i n gl y . 
· ' I t' s  the o n ] �· t h i n g  to clo, ' '  H ad ley 

C 'ontinued. " ,\ hsolutl'ly the o n l y  t hing. 
Treat her as if I bad m·nr said a word 
to you on the subj ect . "  

" You watch me do tllat," gro\\' lcd 
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( rlcnn.  " No, s ir-I can � i ,·c her a 
had fi fteen minutes, ::�ny11·ay.' � 

" Oh. wdl .  ha1·c it your O\\·n \\·ay," 
said t he e l d er man re�ignedly. " Hut if 
1·ou e1·er should see a chance t o  lH:lp 
:dong a 1 i t t  l e  game 1 ike the one 1 spoke 
o f. ho\\· much could you du, unless yuu 
1n::re on ;;peakin g  terms 1r i t h  her ? " 

" 1-1 m-" grunted Tommy. " There's 
something i n  that ."  

There '"·a,; anot h er rather long per iod 
pf S i lenCL'. 

• · By t h e  wav, ' '  said Hadlev at l ast, 
" hare you e1:er noticed t hat fel l ow 
1rho's been hanging about her fur the 
last month or t \Yo ? She's neYcr seen 
h im. l ' m  Hlre, though he\ a rather pic
turesque foreigner. H e's  l ikel y to  he 
loafing on the curb w hen she goe,; out to 
h e r  carriage. ::tnd so 0 1 1 .  H e  wa,; s i t t ing 
on one of the park l >enche,; t h i;; after
l l< H l l l  \Yhen she was dri1· ing. ' '  

" H o lY do you kno\\· she's  neYer seen 
h i m ) " i n q u i red G len n .  

" Oh. s h e ' d  ne1-cr rea l lv  l uok at a 
1 11an 1rho \\·asn 't well dres�ed. and this 
chap is horribly seedy." 

" I s h e  a t a l l  fellmr,  1r ith ren· b lack 
ha i r and a pale  face ? "  �;,;ked ( ; lc; l l l  sud
deulv. 

" T hat\ the man. H e  plays the rio
lin in a restaurant orchestr::t - one of 
t hose summer restaurants along Broad
"·ay. I th ink it i s . Apparently. he's 
about ll;l l f out or  his h ead about her. 
U nless l 'm greatly m istaken. he  send� her 
tlo11·ers 1r i t l wnt te l l ing her who they 
cume from. \\'el l .  pour deri l. I pity 
him." 

There 11·as s i lence hctm:en them for 
a fe\\ motnents. Then Totmn\· G lenn 
p u l l ed out ! t i s  \Yatch.  

" Sh a l l  I take yon h onw ' . ,  he asked. 

CHAPT E R  1 \· . 
A CL!li!BER'S D I S .\ l' I' ()[ :\ T:II F.'\T. 

TH E  Far\\·el ls  l ived on upper Fifth 
A1·em1e. i n  an archi tectural mon

strosity. \Yhic'h m ight poss ib ly be 
ca l led a pa l ace-that "·as the effect it 
a imed at, any1r av-hut cert::tinh· could 

nM he called
· 
a l�oW'L' .  \I arian< father 

had howrht it from a \\.a l l  Street broker, 
\rho  haJ bui l t  it on on..: t urn of the 
market. and l ost it on the ne"t. 

!-' h t: ha itc:d I H .'r  t eam of roans und�r 
the great port e-cuch�re of can·en stone. 
Her groom had sprung d0\1'11 from h is 
h igh seat behiml and run around to the  
horses'  head,;. T h e  footm::tn came do1rn 
the steps and helped her to descend irom 
her scat. 

:\ Iarian had not part i cul::tr ly rcl ishell 
the prm;pect that she i magined a \Yai teLl 
her. She fel t rather uneasv about re
porting to her mother upon the en�nts of 
the a ftemuon-thc event o f  the after
uuon,  that is-\\·hich was the dismis;;al 
o f  Richard H adlev. The 11·hule H adln· 
affai r  was largely 

'
her mother's doing. -

\ I  r�. Farwell was a good \Yoman 
accord ing to her l ights, but she \\·a� in
tt:nselv  ambit ious am! not verv i ntel l i 
gent.  · New York h a d  been a di�..;appoi nt
meut to her. She had come to l ive i n  
t l l e  ri ty, th inking that her  husband'� 
mi l l ions afforded her a golden key w h i ch 
1\'(JLt ld unlock all  doors. She had moved 
into t h i ,; great house expecting to make 

it at onre an important center in the 
br i l l iant  ,;ocial l i fe of  New York. She 
larked, ho\Ye\·cr. the tact and . ski l l  t < l  
make the mo:-;t o f  her opportunities. 
She made the fatal blunder of bctravin• ,. 
her eagerness for the thing which so�iet� 
wi l l  never gi ve to any, e"cept to those 
who can contr ive an �1ppcarann· o f  iu
di lh:rence to its  favors. 

Hadley \vas a man of unden iable po,;i
tion, and :\Irs. Farwel l h all. in popu l ar 
p ar l a nce, s imply thrown hersel f-or her 
daughter. rather-at his  head. She had 
met all o f  H adll'\·'s tentatin aiHl rather 
patronizing ad ,·a·JH'cs w ith undisguised 
del ight . This afternoon. 1vhen \ia rian 

had arranged to r ide i n  the park w i t h  
h im, her  mother had declared she  knew 
he meant to p ropose, and h a d  wa rned 
:\Iarian to he readv. 

She could not hZn·e done a th i n,;.; m"re 
i ll-allvise<l. from the p oi nt of v i e 11 o f  
her o w n  wishes and ambitions.  \ f arian 
knew per fect ly \\Tl l 11·hat her m ot hcr's 
hopes and ambitious were. and shl' fdt 
that it 1va,; not going to be partint larly 
ea�y to  say that she ha<l  flung �ma1· the 
prize fairly 1r ithin her grasp. She had 
no reason to expect a respite,  e i ther. 
Her mother, she felt ,;ure, \Youlcl be on 
the lookout for her rl'turn, \Y::t i t in �. in 
a l l  probab i l i ty. in t he dr::ming-rnon� . 

As ,;he passed t lu: greJt <lo<lnray into 
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tLc h a l l  , .;he fu l l y c :qwcted t h at an ! ll
q u i r ing, " \Y e l l .  .\l a r i an ? " \Yould nen;,;
' i Ll tc  her te l l i l l g  the \\ hole stury a t  unc". 

:\I n;.  l •'an.-d 1 11 as, i n < !eed . in t he 
dra1Ying-ruom ; but ,.;he a,;kcd no ,;uch 
'luestion as ;\ l arian ant ic i pattd. and o n  
looking i n ,  t l l c  youil ,_; girl  understood t he 
l"L'�l�()ll.  

There. in the room 11· i th her, seated 
UIK<l in fnrtab ly  u p u 1 1  t l :c  n·rv edge u[ a 
g i lded French armchair, 11 �lS a Y i situr. 

l i e  was a l arge man . somewlwre i n  
t he s i .\: t ics, 11· i t h  a great gau nt , luosdy 
hung frame, 11·hosc every a11 k w arclncss 
\Yas acccntuatctl hy the cloth es he 11·ure. 

II i s  long,  l ea n  neck p rotru ded . what 
seemed an immense distance. out of a 
c o l l ar that  was at onn: too lo11· and a 
,;ize t u • l  l arge ior h im. H i s  cuat h un g 
�1 1Yk\1·ard lv  a11·m· from h b  slopin;.; slwu l 

ders.  I I  (s t rou�ers, \Yh ich  clrap ccl them
sehes shapelessl y a l Hm t  h is ank les. \\Tre 
not lmw en ou gh to con cea l the gap i n g  
tops o f  �h e  big, ancl broad congres� shoe's 
wh ich he \Yore . From a sartorial point 
of view, h e was anyt h i ng but an impres
sh·e object. 

But his wrinkled face. in  i t ,; frame of 
thick \Yhitc  hair  ancl heard. 11·as enough 
to demand m urc than  :1 · ·ardc,;s gl ance 
from anv di�c ·crn i n g  olN:rver. It was 
hohllv m�deled ; ste1:n. vet kind!\· : ancl  it 
had that look of au th ori t y 1Yh icl� noth i ng 
hut success can gin�. 

O rcl i narilv. t here \Yas a shre1nl. humor
l \US s m i l e>  aJJ , l U t  lti� m out h and eyes, but 
at the particular m r J met t t IY hcn .\lar i :m 
enkred the room he luoked supreme l y  
mi�erahle .  

:\t  sigh t o f  him.  hoiH'\'Cr, the g i rL 
face l i ghted up .  

" L: ncle Ohie : , .  she , ·r ied cle l i c; h t t:dh·. 
�m el crossed the nl l l l11 IYit h a ru.; J J .  

She k issed him and :'et t lecl do\Yll on 
th e arm o f  his l' l w i r .  IY ith one of her,; 
ahout his neck. and her c�uessi ng fi ngers 
a l rcach· l msv IYith  hi ,; ha i r. 

1 1  cr. mother st i  ffent:d up a l i tt le .  
" \ I arian. mv clear," she sa id. " t hat's 
h a rcll v  a dra\;· ing-romn att itude." 

Th� girl l �ughed . " \'nu've been 
kcepi n u  Uncle ()hie in a dra\Ying-room 
:l t t i tu d�, h aven't  you ? Poor ol e! u \JC le. I 
ncn·r saw \'OU l ook so uncom fortabl e in 
your l i fe. f assure you . \\'hy aren ' t  you 
smokin g ?  " 

" \\'el l ,  t h e  fact is. my c; ·,·:u,' '  he said, 
" I never karnecl to smoke c igarettes." 

She int.L·r rupr ..:d h i n1 \Yi t 1 1  a peal of 
l aught er. , ,  c�n i ' t  you j cbl imagine h i m  
t rying, mama ? " ,;he ,;aid.  

Lut \ I r,: .  Fann:ll refused to lle pla
, ·at ed . I I cr onlv  an S �r er was to dra w 
lh:r:'e l f  up a l i i t l c  more stiffly in hL·r 
cha ir . 

\ l arian l ooked a t h er m other w i th a 
l i t t l e  si;.;h of disappointment.  She IYishccl 
she could sec thi ngs a l i t t l e  straighter ; 
cou l d understand the relation� of life a 
l i ttl e more truly . Hut,  apparent ly, the 
11'ish 11·a,; hopeless. 

She rose, rather rcluctanth·, from h t:r 
posit ion on the arm of the. old man's  
· ·hair, an d seated hersel f, as comTntion
:l l ly as her motht:r could dc,; i rc, in  a clta i r  
near by. 

Then, \Yi t h  an idea of breaking the in� 
a l i t t le . ,;he began an c :--; ci t ing account of 
her run:111·ay. She bc;.;an it,  without 
see in;.; cl ear I y how much t he narra tive 
1ra.; going to invoh·e. 

" Y nu ,;ay you 1rere a l one in th t.: trap ? " 
q mA ionccl \ I rs. Fann� l l  sudden ly . 
" Can you tel l me \Yh at had become o f  
M anning ? " 

" ( lh ,  I had sent him off," ,;a id  the girl 
qu ick l y. " H e \\'as riding \ l r. H adley's 
m ount hack t o  the stable ."  

" In t h a t  casl' . ' '  said her mo th er, " \Yhy 
1 \  a . .;n't :\Ir .  H ad ley with you ? "  

The girl Hushed crimson. " \Vhv, I 
ltad -put :\Ir .  H adl ey clo w n , "  she �aid.  
" HL·-hc-cl i d n ' t  th i nk he 1vantecl to r i de 
:my farther." 

For an iJbtan t  mnt l 1er and dau ghter 
l ooked stea d i l y  into each oth er' s eye'. 
Then the e l d er \\'oman rose. labor i n o:, ev i 
dently, under a stres� of anncYyanc'e ancl 
L' :-; c i  tcm ent. 

" I t h i n k  I un derstan d ." .she sai d .  " I  
un derstan d just  h oi\' mtll·h \vc i u·ht yuu 
at tach to mv '" i sh es . I-" 

,., 

She broke off suddenly, f l lr her vo ice 
11·as  getti ng out o f  her com mand, and 
:;tart eel to leave the room. 

At the door she turned. hn1vecl curt l v  
i n  th e old man. ancl 2 d dn•,.;secl the  l a ;t 
"'nrd to her clauo:hter.  

" \Vhen vou �re at  l ibertv, '\br i a n . I 
1vish vou t<; ccmc to mv rno;11 . There is 
something I very mu:h 1vi,.;h to say to 
vou . " 

(T o b e  c o n t i n u e d . )  
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I
T was hut ve!'terclav E bi �: asked ID me · w h \· { had llt:\Tr 

written ·the stun· of the 
g rea t Brandon 

. 
d i a mond 

-or. at  least , that part 
o f  i ts  h i sto ry with 11· h ich 

1\T an· acquai nted-and I am no\\· ma
king an attemp t to carry out her  \\· ish.  

It  wa s on the a f tt:rnoon o f  J a nuary 
1 8 . 1 906, that l turned into an auct ion·  

room in Tottenham Court  Road,  Lon· 
don.  an<l  became m i l d lv i nterested in a 
sale  o r  unda i m ed kig�agc· sc·nt t o  th e: 
HHllllS hv the  ( ; n·at N ortheastern Ra i l 
,,·ay Cmi1 pany . Such a sale  easi l y  st irs 
one's i maginat io ! J .  There is a my,;tc·r)· 
connected w i t h  en·ry box and portman
t<:au p u t  under t h e  h a mmer o f  the alll:· 
t ionecr, and thL: m i n d  of th e t h i nking 
onlooker. i n  endean>ring to account fllr 
the negli gence of t h e  O\YJH.:rs in not 
mak i n g  tlwro u g h  search for t h e i r  prop
erty. h i nts at  possih l L· k1 p p e n i ngs that  
t h r i l l  one to contemp late .  l h a n· a l 
\Yays t hou gh t that  u ncl aimed baggage 
should he on:rhaulccl by detectins he
fore be i ng submitted a t

. 
auction, nnd i f  

such a course 11·as foll<l ll'l:d I th i n k tha t  
t i l l' f a t c  o f  many a m i ssing t ran·lcr 
m i g h t  he sol n d .  T here must he st ro n g  
rea,ons \Yh y  v a l u a l > l c  pnson�l l l'ilcch 
are uncla imed, wt the l a 1\ ne�lects t h i s  
opportunity of

· 
soh· ing myst�ries. a nd 

a l lmYs the baggage to l >c sold to dealers 
in old clothes. w h o  pay l i t tle a t tention 
to papers found w i t h i n  tlw packagt ·s .  

T h e  auct ioneer on t h is part icular  a t· 
ternnon \Y ; ts  a l arge, good · hum ored 
man, and he l·ndea.vorc·d t o  encourage 
specul a t ion hy h i n t i ng ;t t l " "'';jh]c  1n�alt h  
\Yi t h i n  the packages offered f o r  s a l L·. 

" N' othing has been examined ,  �ent le
m e n , "  he cried. as h e  tapped a l och·d t i n  
h at -bo x IYi t h  h i s  ivon· m a l l d .  " :\ "th i n �  
l n s  h'.'\'11 t ntwht>tl .  · N mY, IYh a t  IY Ou l �l  

any one t h i nk \vas in this box ? E h ? 
N ut p otatoes : Nut b loater,; ; X o, my 
fricncb. I t  souiHb as i f  it \Yas s't u ffcd IYi t h  
B a n k  o f England notes : I t  S<>ll ! tds-'' 

" Fil'l' s h i l l i ngs : ' '  screamed a hlack
heardcd man, angr i l y  interrupting t h L· 
d iscourse o f  t h e  auctiunt:er. " I hid fi ve· 
�bil l ings." 

The bu lkv [l Uct ioneer looked sur
pr ised. H e  studied the face of t h L· i m 
pat ient bidder f or  t h e s p a c e  o f  a m i nute, 
a nd then started to ba i t h im fo r t in: 
; tmusemcnt o f  t he crowd. ' ·  F i n: :-;h i !  l ings ? ' ' he asked contempt
uously.  " ( )h .  1·ou a n: a funny fel lu\\·. 
You 11 a n t  l < >  get a I JO .'\ stu fled \Y i t h  
bank-notes f o r  li1·e sh i l l ings . \'ou arc <l 
h umorist .  D o n 't vou t h i n k  you coul d  
spare a little more.::_jw;t a l i ttie more ? " 

The lT0\1 d laughed. The h id \Yas a 
fa ir  on e. hut the poor e:;t q u a l i ty o f  auc
t ioneer's  humor a hYays proYokes a smi le . 

" J ust a l i tt l e  morL· : " IYh i nc<l  t h e  man 
11ith the mall e t .  ' ' J ust a l it t l e  more 
r or the box stu ffed with bank-notes : , 

A ll l')'C' 1n're turned on t l te  l > iack
l :earded man. a n d  h e  fi dgeted nen·ousl y . 
H L· lno ked IY i l d l y  round t h e  room, stared 
; tt  t he d i rt y  ce i l ing, and then he d id a 
1 •ecu l ia r  t h ing. H e  ra ised h i s  O\Y i l  bid. 

" Seven and si .'\ ' " lw cried. 
l do n ' t  knoll' if  t h e oth ers i n  that 

rnnm 11·en· a ffected i n  t h e same manner : 
a l t hough. 11·hcn I consider t h e i r  subse
quent a c t i ons. I am < 'ertain t h at they 
w ere : hut to me came a pecul ia r indc
ti nahle feel i ng . [ cannot descri be i t .  
[ t  seemed a:; i f  t h e  cold. ra 11· a i r  h l < > ll· ing 
t hrough the room b a d  su ddntl y been re·  
p l aced 11· i t h  ; 1  \\;Hm. sou l -stirring at m\;s
pb crc from S! lmc Llr-a\Yay sr) ( ) t ,  and I 
t h r i l l ed again .  The oth ers must h alT 
felt  i t- i t  st irred the r!lom. :\ l L·n s h u f· 
fled fon1·ard and craned t h e i r  necks t ' '  
, ·a t ch a gl i m[ 'se o f  t h e  man a n d  t h e  t i n  
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h at-ho:-;.  �1 1 1 < l  th�: :mct i on �:cr stared as i f  
d u mfounded a t  t h e  n.: ,.;u l t  n f  h i s  U\Yll 
,,·h c·cd l i ng tactic ,; . 

,\ vo ice IYi th  a \\' h i techapcl accent, 
t h at cut t he air l i ke a r�v:ur-hlaclc. broke 
t h e  strange 1 itt lc s i l ence thGt fo l l o1Yecl 
the second bid,  and ch G l l enged it by 
y..: l l i ng out : " Ar f  a sov're'n ! "  

" Twelve an ' s i  :-; � " ;-;h rieked Gnuther.  
" F i fteen � "  scn.:amed t he h lack-hearcl

cd man. 
The battle fur the h at -box had started. 

:\ l en m mTd fun1·ard and hid exc ited l y . 
" Sen.:nteen an' a arf : " cried the 

'\" h itcch apel  man.  
" A pound ! " ye l l ed another. 
" T1Ycnt1·-fin' :  " 
The au<

.
t ionecr was de l i gh ted . Th e 

m anner i n  1rhich  t h e  bidders struggl ed 
fo nYard brou ght great sm i l e-furrows on 
his round face . 

" Stu ffed with notes ! " he ruG red. ami 
aga i n  h e thumped the bo x \Y ith h i s  
mal l e t  

' '  T ln· n t \·-,;L·I c l l  a n '  six ! "  screamed 
the black-hearcled man. 

" Th irty ! "  
' '  T h i rt\· - livc ! " 
' '  T IYO 

.
pou nds ! . ,  

" Gu i neas � " 
The b i d d i n g  \Yas remarkable. un

precedented. The boxes previom;Jy auc
t ioned ,;old for sums r ang ing bet1wen 
scYen and lifteen sh i l l i n gs ; yet t h i s  bat
t ered hat -bo x ,  because o f  the pecu l iar 
act ions o( a nerY<Hh ;-;pecu btnr IYiw fool 
i ,.;hh· e .\ h i hited a mad desire to ubta in 
pos�ession of i t ,  had been rushed u p  to 
t \Yo gu i neas 1r i t lwut any b id-h unt i ng ef
forts o n  the part of the auctioneer. :\ l en 
l i ke myse 1 f, who h a d  st ml led i n  to pass 
a n  i d l e  h our - w i th no i ntention o f  
taking part i n  the ,;�d e-push ed fon1 �n;d 
eagerly.  and ,;ta red at the box as i f  t hey 
cou l d  p i e rce? i ts  t i n  s i des ancl ,.;cc the 
content,; .  B idders 11·h isperecl to each 
other. and t l l l' d irty aul't ion-room be
cJm e  a p Lwc o( m y,;tery. 

Ancl vl't. not on
-
e 'o( th e bi dder . .; com

peting :1ga inst the b l ac k - hearcled man 
h ad the s l i gh test k nmdedgc of t h e  con
tents of the box.  They h i d because t hey 
saw t h a t  h e 1vas consumed with nervous 
h orror lest th e box slwulcl he lost to 
h i m : ancl h i s  claw-l ike h ands. raised im
p l or i n g l y  t o  th e auct i oneer as h e  sh r ieked 
his hick .;t i rrecl competit ion.  

" T1v o gu incGs, " mumblcLl  the auc
t ioneer. " T 1Yo gu i nea s I 'm bid for th is 
t rl'asure· bo :.,; ! ' j\yo-'' 

" Fort \· - ii n.: : "  sh r i eked the man from 
\\' ll i tcchape I .  

" F i ft v :  ' ' 
" Fi fty-tin' sh i l l ings :  · •  
" Tlnt:L' pouiHb : " 
K tT\TS \\·ere at a tem; ion . l edged 

up du,;cr to the black-IH.:arded man a nd 
nuticecl that  h i s  vel l o11· fan.: \Yas hathccl 
in persp iration ,  

·
w h i l e  wan:s o f  agony 

tl i t tcd acro,;s h i s  features. H is t h i n  l ips 
mmTcl in ;-;i J ent prayer, hut the l 'rayers 
11·cre ch anged to muttered curses \Yh en
evcr a chal lenging bicl echoed t hrough 
the room . There 1vas no deception 
aLout hi�  actions.  I put frum my m i ne! 
al l the common tri cks o f  t h e  ;-;al t:sroum 
tout.  The h orribl e lust for possession 
t h a t  was \·isihl c on h i ,; f�wc s i , ·kL·ncd me. 
l i e had l o,; t a l l  c< >ntrol " f  hinbel f, and 
the opposi t i u n of t h e  others st irred a 
murderous h ate that was apparent i n  
every glance h e  bestmn·d u p o n  a com
petitor. But thnc IYas n o  trace of i n 
sanity.  The man had G keen, cruel face, 
and his d eep - set · eyes t iY in k l ecl far back 
in thei r skul l  caverns, as if t rying to 
l.:Scape tllC fantoms of a past.  

R y  ha! f-crO\I·n risl'S th e b i d  for the 
bnx reached four pounrls seventeen 
sh i l l ings and s i  .\pence, that bei ng the  
o rTcr o f  the black-bearclecl man,  and for 
a minute his  competitors were mute. 
The nnt bid \Yould t ake it t o  five 
pounds. anrl five p ounds appeared a 
large amount o f  money t o  pay for �� bat
tered box.  

" Four seventeen s i :-; , ' '  murm ured the 
auctioneer. " Four seventeen ,.;ix,  I ' m  
o fferccl. T he box stuffed 1vith  Bank of 
England notes going for four 
SL'\·cnteen sh i l l inp> and s i \pcnce ! 
for four Sl'\'Clltl'L'l l  s i x ! � · · ·t ,  
t h i rd. and-''  

" Fin· J HllliHb ! "  I gaspL' ( t .  

pounds 
( ; o i  n a "' 

secon d, 

For the ,:pace o f  ten secon ds T 1vas 
doubtful  if it 1vas my vuict: that  h �1d i n 
terrupt ed t h e  auct ioneer ; t h en I kn�:w 
t h a t  I had spoken . In t h e  i nstant be
fore I had made my b i d . 1 h ad noticed 
t h a t  the pal m s nf the l >l ac k-bcGrded 
man's hands \YCrc coYcrcd w i th blood 
11· h cre he had. in h i s  i ntense excitement, 
driven h is nai l ,; into the tlcsh. �nHI  m y  
hid h J d l cal 'ecl from m e  so sudden ly t h a t  
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my brain \Ya s  doubt fu l i i  i t  had auth or
in·cl t h e  \H>nls t hat mv cars h ad ch eck ed . 

" G uineas ! " ycl l�d " Blackbeard," 
g l ar i ng at me Yiciously. 

" Fi1·e and a hal f !  " I stammered , th e 
] ,] ood pound ing t hrough m y  h ead as I 
nuted the hate  on h i s  face. \\' e had the 
lic ld to oursel ves . The othen; h ad 
dropped out.  and a l l  eyes \\ ere t urned 
upon us .  

" Five f1 ft ecn : "  sc reamed Ill\" com
peti tor. 

" S i x,"  I mumbled. 
The auctioneer heat u pon the box t i l l  

t h e  room ech oed. 
" S i x  pounds : . , he cried.  ' · Ouly six 

pounds offered for t i l l' treasury-chest ! 
. \ny advance ? "  

B lackbeard raised h i msel f  on h i s  toes, 
d S  if ligh t ing for h is breath.  Fea r  
seemed to be ch ok i ng the very l i fe o u t  
o f  h im .  

" S e w n  pouJHb ! " he yel lccl . " l bid 
seven pounds ! ' '  

1 was i mam: a t  that moment. 
" G u i neas ! " I added. 

A gu rgl e  of horror came from my op
ponent. H e  t urne d  upon me sa\·agely, 
as if h e cnntcmpl ated an attack ; t hen 
h e  ru shed fonyard and wh i spered ex
,· i tedh· t o  t he auctioneer. I guesse(l 
that  J{e had cume t o  the encl o f  h i s

' 
teth er .  

" X o, no, no ! " cried the auctioneer, 
sh ak i n .c: h i s  wu nd head i n  anS�n:r to th e 
oth er 's qu est i on . . . T h i s  is a cbh sal t·. 
my fr iend , and you must ,;ho11· t h e yd lo1\· 
c o i n  to get the gumb.' '  

" Se1·en guineas ! " I repeated. 
" Seven gu i neas !  " echoed the auc

t i oneer . ' ' Seven gu ineas offered for the 
wonderf u l  t reasure-chest ! ( lnl y se\'L'll 
gu ineas offered ! ( �oi ng at se1·en gu i neas ! 
F i rst, second, t h i rd,  and l ast t i me I ( :o
ing a t  seYCn gu i neas ! ( : oin g, go i ng, 
uon c ' " "' 

I ��·as the owner o f  the my,;teri ous ho \ .  

I I . 

A FTER I hacl p a i d the c l erk, I l ooked 
round the d i r t  v ruom i n  search of the 
h lack-hearcled 1�1an ; hut he ,,·as nowhere 
t o  he seen. I t  \\"as edclent that  the hat-

1 >OX o f  all the articl es to he offered \\· as 
t h t.: o n l v  one t h a t  interested him. 

:\s 1 ;0 goods were dcl in�red t i l l  t he 
o.:a]e  \Yas over, I had to w a i t  some t\YO 
hou rs for my p re,· i • •us pu rch ase, 11· h i d1 

2 c 

rema ined i n  ful l  new m can\\·h i lc . ( > n  
�wcount of t h i s  cle l av, i t  w a s  after Ji1·e 
u'clock when I cross�cl from Tottenlwm 
( 'uurt .Road into O x ford Street, and, 
a fter m ak ing a sma l l purchase at  a drug
g ist's, took the Tube to S ht.:pherd's Bw;h.  

Du r i n g the ride I pondered o\-er my 
i n n·stment. S en:n JHlUtHls 11· as a Lu·ge 
sum uf money for mL' to speculat..: at 
t ha t  t ime, and the suggestions th< 1 t  i ! ll
�lg i nat ion put fonyarcl t o  accou nt for 
t he actions of the excited biclder brought 
me l i t t l e  consP!ation. :\ [  v cau t ious m i nd 
h inte<l that o l d  papers a1;d mcmentot> --
,·a l u e less to me � migh t han i nduced 
the reckless bi dd ing of the other ; and , 
i n  consequc!lce. I 1vas not i n  a p art i c u 
larly e '\ u berallt :;tate o f  mind ,,· h e n  l 
reached t h e  C .\br idge IZ < >ad Sta t iun and 
a l i ght ed . 

\\" a l k i n g  shl\l" l y  to the ele\·atms that 
t ake the paso;cngers to the st  reel . I \I" <I S  
,.;hut out o f  t l1 e . secon d  one,  and \V i th  a 
q uartet o C feeble old men I ascended to 
the l i t t le  side passage leading out upon 
t h e  road near the small  park.  The fog 
th�1 t  hung onr the cit)- a l l  the day h a d  
110\1- t h ick ened . The Yo ices of the Jle\I"S
IJOys and bus conductors at the <.:ml o f  
t h e  passage sounded eer ily t h rough t h e  
h eaving sea o f  Yapor, a n d  the elcdric 
l ights appeared l ike sputteri n g  · · a n d ks 
beh i nd panes u f  frosted glass. 

l had lll�' rk hu t  t \YO or t h re..: steps 
frum the d<H >r  o f  t he station bui ld ing 
''"hen 1 di s•·o,·ered th at my boot-lace had 
become unt ied, and I stooped quickly 
\Y i th the intl'ntion o f  f asten i n g  i t  be fur..: 
w a l k ing out < > 1 1  the crowded paYemen l .  
T h e  moYemcnt \\·as pro\' iclent ia l .  /\,; I 
bent my h ead for\Yard, a fist,  moY i n g  
s \\· i ft l y  i n  wh at is termed i n  pugi l isti• ·  
parlance a rou nd-arm swing, grazed th..: 
hack o f  my neck instead of l anding 
squarely on mv j aw, as t h e  person wlw 
�l i med i t  e1· idcntly i ntcnd..:d .  The i m
pdlh caused l 1 y  m i ssing t he p oi nt a imed 
�1t made the str iker ca rum hv:l\· i ] y  
�t ga inst m e, ami ne xt ilbtant we IH·r� 
ro l l i ng in t h e  mud. l clung ten�\c iuw; l y  
t o  the h at-bo.\ . a n d  ycl l ecl l ou d l y  � t s  my 
antago n i ,.;t t ri ed t o  \l"l"ench it from 1 n y  
grip. 

I cou ld nut sec the L1ce of the thug, 
as I was momcntarilv b l i ndecl hv the 
U[!\Yard S\Yeep o f  his (�oat-sleeve ; l�ut as 
I struggled al l ll yelled,  the l ook nf l ta t e  
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t l ut came ll l '" i l  t l t L' Lt• , . " f  t l w  t n a n  i n  
t h e  aud i< l t H'""m 11 hL' I I  I madL· t l w  li r,..t 
hid tlas lwd t h r"ugh my m i nd . T l w  
;nd u l  l > l ;t n kl't " f  t h i c ·k 1 ·apor c · lwkc ·d tn :, 
e r ie:.;, a \ \ C I  t i l l' h a l f m i nu t e· t h at liT .;t rug
g led i n  t i l l' mud ,..,.,.,n,·d a n  e t l 'rt t i t \· .  
A t  last t h c·re \\" a,.; a rthi l u f  iel't i t t  t i l l' 
passage11·ay.  and. kt l f tl ' l l ·"nsciou,.;, I 
\\as d ra gged to my feel . H u t  t i l l '  fon t 

pad h a d  lied .  :-i t ;q_"_ger i t J .C:: J J ] i : l < l l y .  l >u t  
s t i l l gr ip p i ng th e p rec ious """ · I a l l c > \':ed 
m 1·se l f  tu IH' l ed t u  the sl n-et : a n d  a' 
t h-ere \\'et"e 1 \ l l p o l i c · c· p n·se nt .  a J H I  I h ;t c l  
nu wish t o  m;tkl' \ J l \. do i ng,; p u i > l i c · .  I 
cl i mbed i n t o a cal >  t i l C � t  \': a i ted at t l w  
corner. Fea r J c,;t t n y  ;J ,;,;a i l a nt m i g h t  i ll· 
t h e n  \Y i t l t i n !war i ng d i,.; t a t t ce p romp t ed 
me tu g i n· a \\Tung add n·,;, t "  t he d r i ,·er : 
ancl  I u rged h i m to d ri n· q u ick l y. a,; t he 
crtJ\nl a rou nd t i l l' ,-eh i · · k  i l t <T ea,.;ed. 

I 1 1 . 

T l !  t: cab dashed up R i ch mo l l < 1 1\.c Jad 
in tu .\ddiso n  ( ; anh· 1 1s. am! t h en a long 
l l unsa t l \· R"ad t o  B rook ( ; reen. 11· h ere 
I count�nnamled t he ordc· r  g i n:n ;t t t h e  
Tube :-i t a t ion . a n d  o rdered thc· d r i H·r  t ll 

t ake· me kll 'k  to m y  lodgi n g,; i n  :-i i t w la i r  
Road . I d i ,;nwu nt l'd from t h e  n·h i de a 
block a 11 a 1· from m y  a partm e n t ,.; . and 
then dashed q u i c k l y  t h rough t h e fog
bank to my room,.;. fee l i n g  perfect l y  sat 
i,;ficd t h a t  I had u u t 11· i t t l' c l t i l l '  t h ug. ,.,.,.n 
i f  he had h u ng rou nd t i l l' uu t ,;k i rt .; o f  
t h e  c ro 1Yd i n  a n  cndea 1 ·ur t o  h e a r  t he 
addrc"" I g a n· t l l  t l w  d r i n-r .  

A fter lucking the d uor, I l i t t h e ga,;.  

and w i t h  �� broken cl i isvl  I 11 n· 1w lwd 
o ff t h e  l ock " f  t i l l' l >o :-.: .  my heart poun d 
ing ,,· i l d l y  a.; I die! so. 

\\'hat ha<l [ gin� n  o'L'\-e t t  puu nd ,; f"r ) 
f asked my,;c:] ( aga i n  a m! aga i n a,; I 
strugg l ed 11· i t h  t h e  hasp.  \\' hat  c ·o u l d  
the b o x  con t a i n  t o  i nduce a m a n  t "  risk 
sc:n� n  yea rs' impr isonnw t l t  by �t l t a c · k i ng 
me i n  an open thorou gh fare ? I t h uugh t 

o1·er t h e  o ft - repeated a_.;,ert i l l l \  o f  t h e 
auc t i u t tl-er \\·hen l t c  spob� �t hnut it be i ng 
stuffed \\· i t l t han k · l l l > l c ·,;. a n d  11· i th a 
st up id sm i k :lt m �· l l \l l t  foi l \· I l i f ted 
t h e  l i d .  

The h o \  a ppt:a rl ' r l  1 "  he ti l l ed 11· i t h 
coarsl' �· l o t h . s im i L t r  t o  t h a t  usc·d for 
bed-t icking. I t  hu l ged u p  a ,; t lw o pcn 
i tw of  thc· l id reJ i ,·Hd the prc.;,;u n·. and 
k :�e i i ng ( I t \  t h L· tlonr. I p icked u p  :1 l oose 
t·nd o f  t h L· c l o t h  a n d  p u l l l'd it ,; l "'' I I· .  

I t  11·;t s th.:n t hat  I IK·c:une tw'nizant o f  
t h L· Lwt t kt t suntet h i ng 11·a,; "'cm.tcc:aled 
i t t  i t ,;  m u l t i t u d i t :ou,; fu ld,.; .  C':trdu l l y  l 
li l l \\'Ol\ IHl yard a ft er 1·ard of t l 11· t l ; i ck 
c l o t h .  m y  c:-.:,· i t \'nw l t t  i n creas i ng as t h e 
ba 1 1  rema i n i ng i t t  t i l l' I H > \  hec a l l le smaller 
a n d  sma l l e r. 

I magi nal ion su gge.; ted a t l w w ;awl 
t h ing,.; t hat m i gh t he concealed 11· i th i n 
t h e  package, and dl ' l i < " inu,.; t h r i l ls raced 
t h rough 111\' hod\ · .  :-i t i i l  u t m i n d i ng, [ 
l i i t L·d up  t h e  h u 1 1 d k .  and lw l d i ng i t  i n  
my k it lwnd.  I .;t r i ! ' l " ·d ;1 11 ;� ,· th e cloth 
\Y i t h  nnn >th f1 ngn,. \l J \ "  11· hole  form 
q u i n·ring \Y i t h t h e  dc·.; i re to .;L'l' \\·hat  t h e 
pecu l i a r  b u n d l e  C C J I \ < Taled, S udden l y 
t h e  c l o t h  ended , :n td I g�\\·e a l i t t l e  cry 
at  sight o f  the c l ! Jj ect ldt i n  my ha nd . 

I t  \\ a.; a h u man ,-!,u l l . 
I sat dmnt and l cH >kL· c l  at t h e  th ing. 

t l ten l lurc;t i ntu a 11 i i d  li t n [  laught er . 
I ! t a d  paid sc\Tn ] " H I J H I .; and recei\·ed a 
sen·n· mau l i ng to I JL'l ' l l l\ll' t h e  possessor 

of a \H'ather-\nH·n .;ku l l  that  l ooked as 
i f  i t  had been hk�wl t i 1 1,1.;  i n  the open for 
c< · n tur i e.;. I t  11·as  decided ! \· lnunorous . 
1\ntt  t h e  ,;L u l l .  11· h i c ·h I .pc·;·c - l t cd on the 
p i l e  o f  cl ot h t h a t  ]w c J  \Hap ped it round . 
seetn l'(] to sec t he h u n l< >r o f  t h e  s it u a t ion 
an d gr i nned in com p �mv. 

But  11 h v  h ad t i l l' h l a d� -bearded man 
cvincTc l  stwh � �  nLtd c l e,; i re to ] 'm;se.;,.; the 
t h in g ; T h i ,; q ue,.; t i n l t I p u t  to my oyer
\Hougl J t m i n d  a score o f t i me,.;. \Y\11· 
had hc· b i d '<J rkt e n n i m·d l y  to acq u i t_

.
e 

t h e  \Yu rt h l<>s m em ento ? \\' l t r  had n ' t 
l 1e acq u cl intccl me \\' ith the cunll:nt s  i f  h e  
\\·as a1Yare o f  th em : o r .  bet ter ,.;t i l l . giYen 
me his name and a dd ress i n  c ·asc I wished 
to d ispose o f  t hl' n · l i c ·  a fter satis fying 
my curiosi t y ) 

[ \Yas att em pt ing to cn> l n• a ration a l  
e \cuse for h is al't i o n .  \Y h en a knock 

came a t  the door. a nd ?l l ac k l i n's deep 
ha.;s n> icl' :1 sLed adm i t t a J \ l ' < ' .  

\ I ac k l i n \\ as ;t m c: d i cd ,;t uden t . 1d10 
I i 1·ed on the tloor ab"''�'· and I rw;hed t u  
t i l l' d o o r  and d raggL·d h i m  i 1 1 .  

" l l :t l l o ! "  he n i c:d. ;1.; he saw the 
sk u l l ot t  t h e  py ram i d  o f  t ick i n g, " ha1·e 
nm been inte1Tie11· i n g  a cl ient ) ' ' 
-

I m igh t  e xplain :\ J ackl in's rema rk hy 
.;t a t i ng that I \Yas a beginner ; tt the la1Y 
11·hen t h e  incident h appen ed . 

" :\' o." I anS\YCrerl, " h ut I ha\"e a n  
idea t h a t  t h e  f e l l •. > \\. "·ho O \Yned t h i ,;  

�k u l l h a d  a grudgL· �l .gai n,;t t h t• [rater-
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nitv .  l t  co�t me a hru i�ed l i p ,  torn 
t rou :;ers , and sen: n  pouncb in cash to 
obtai n  possession of i t . ' '  

?\J a c k l i n  1rh i,;t l ed .  " Ca:sar : " h e  
murmurer!. g l anc i n g at my muddied 
clothes. " I t 's  a n  e x pem; ive specimen. 
Did you �teal it  out o f  the  B ri t i sh :\ l u

� eunl ? " 
1 l augl ted ,.;t u p i t i l y, and.  p u ,;l l  i ng for

,,·anl a ch a i r, 1 told h i m the 'tory. 
" I  suppo,.;e i t 's  the ::;h:u l l  o i' ,.;umc 

relat i1·c uf  h i,;, "  I added.  as 1 Ji n i ,.;hed 
the account of my roundabout r ide from 
L' xbridge Ro:.�d Station.  

I\ lack l i n  p i c ked u p  the purch ase a n d  
c;a m i necl i t  cardul ly�- u pun h i  . .; LtcT that  
11· ise looh: IYh ich the budding nH.:d i l'o 
i mag i n es makes u p  for i nexperiL:nce. 
H e  pratt led l carnecl ly about tht: forma
t ion of the sku l l, and gave it as h i .-; 
c >p i n i on that t h e  or igi n al clweller w it h i n  
was a p er�on of l o w  intel l igence. on t h e  
same grade a s  an Austr:l l ian aborigine 
or Afr ican black .  

" But h e ' s  not worth seven poumb," 
I said \Yeari ly .  

" � ot LJ U i te ."  l aughed I\ [ ar k l i n .  
" You'l·e been-" l I e stopped sudden
lv and dashed a e ro,;,; to t i l e  l i;;h t . . r f o l lowed h im.  

Acro:;s t h e  fro nta l  bone was IYr i t ten 
a n  addreo;s in l ead-penci l ,  ancl '"" cle
c i p h ered it 1ri tb di ftirulty.  It  read : 

). ! J  �,; Et.s 1 1: HILl :-.: JH>:\ .  

.C I  nyc\\' ( H H] Place.  
�lanc l J c s t cr. Eng. 

N car the addrc,;s were the i n it ials  
" f .  B." and the IHJH!s, " Kimberley, 
S1; u t h  ,\ Crica. "  

\\·e stood look a t  each uthl'l' fur a 
fe ll' m inu t es : t h e n  1 re:whcd f< JriYarcl, 
aJHl took a r<t i l ro a d  gu ide from my 1le.·J;: . 
1 was go i n o.( to get to the  bottom of the 

m ystery. 
' '  \\ 'h en· ;ne you guing ? "  queried 

:\1 a ck 1 in,  as 1 turned on·r t Lc p<t �l'S .  
" To :\J a n c h c ,.;t n . ' '  I anS\H:recl .  " There 

11·::1s some t h i n .� : t l >< Jllt that b!ack-k•;1rclcd 
man I c ·a n ' t e x n l a i n ; and i f  I\!  iss Bran
don cmt sa v a

' 
IHm l or tiHJ about this  

"k n l l .  i t  wi fl ease m y  mind gr1·atly." 
" \\. l tv  not go to-night ? "  h e  lau gh ed. 

t h e  , ;t igh test ".uggestion o f  a sneer i n  h is 
\'O l < ' e .  

" 1 "· i l l , "  I retorted. and SlJfi n g i n g  up, 

1 ptbhed the sku l l into a val i,;c ; and 
Ji1·e mi nutes aftcn1ard I 1vas on my \Y ay 
to t h e  station. 

I V. 

T n ERE i,; no necess i tv  to tdl  of mv 
wearying :;carclt t h rough

. 
:\ l a nchester fo

.
r 

E l s i e B randon ; !Jut late in t h e  a ftemoon 
of the day 1 arr i 1·ed I found her, serYi ng 
:h 11·a itress at the <2tH:'cn's  H ot e l .  1 
:1s kul ior a few moments' pr iva te con
l·ersatiun,  and before speaking of the 
,ku l l  I i nquired .i f  she knew any one in 
K i mberley w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a l s  " J . B ." 

The ] it t  le girl  broh do1vn and sobbed 
! J i tterly, and bit hy bit 1 managed to 
extract h er stun·. Her father, T uh n 
H rau don, 11· lw It a�! b�:cn i n  South A.frica 
for manv \Tars, had 1nitten to her ten 
months  l >efure, sta t i ng that  he w as re
tuming home. A lthough t h e  girl  had 
proof that  h e  left C apctu1v n  by the 
C aimgonn C ast k, a nd l c  ft that vessel 
at T i l burv Ducks. a l l  her efforts to 
t race h im ·had proved fruitless, and she 
had come t o  l ook upon h im as dead . 

\\' i tlwut qucc; t i o n i n g  my object in ma
k i n g  inqu iries,  she handed m e  th e l ast 
letter she had receivecl from h e r  parent 
be fore he started on his way h ome, and 
I scanned it qu i c k ly. The first sen
tence on the second page caugh t  m y  eye, 
and 11· i t h  t h rohh i : t g  h eart I read : 

1 am fol luwcd hv a man named I I caly, 
wh<> i s  a\\ arc of t h �· contents of the packet, 
anrl for t h i s  reason f a m  pack i n g  i t  insi 1le  
a l' a li r' s  skull  ;nJ < l  t n1 s t in g  i t  w i t h  my lug
gage ra t h e r  than ca rry it upon my person. 

I read n o  farther. I flung the l etter 
c lmnt. and h u rriedly opening m y  val ise, 
I p laced the ,;lw l l  upon the t able.  The 
girl 's  eyes opened w ide as she gazed upon 
it. �mel 11· i th  a cr v  she clu t ch ed mv arm 
;me l  asked tnc ·  to te l l  her what  I kt;e1v. 

I t o l d  m�· storv be fore we i nvestigated 
t i l l.' sku l l , and imm it we then drew a 
l i t t l e  p ackage t h at had been gumm ed 
sccurelv to t h e  ins i de.  

l n  that  package we found t h e  great 
B randon d iamond�- the stone t h at after
\l'ard startled the experts o f  H atton 
( ; :uden and created much spirited com 
petition among buyers t i l l  i t  pa,sed into 
the hands o f  Prince George Frederick 
of I-I elentz-l\1 urstein.  
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The whole affa ir lav before u�. 
Brandon's fate was p la in . but B randon's 
murderer had missed the gem wh ich 
actuated the crime.  The 'tone, in its 
curious rest ing-place, had e1· ident ly  been 
left at the luggage-oftic·�: of the G reat 
K ortheastern some t ime be fore the mur
derer h a d  attacked h i s  v ict im ; and the 
fai lure to d i scon'r the gem upon Bran
don's person h::td led h im to su-;pect that 
it \Yas COl H'l'ah:d in his  l uggage. By 
weari less watching he had d iscm·ered 
when the unc laimed property of that 
date \YOuld be put up at  auct ion ; but 
here aga in his mac! clc,;ire to  possess the 
box that he kne11· IY:h B ra ndon's had 
upset his  scheme when he nbhed the 
pri ( ' l' up 1 >cyond h i s  meaw;. 1 t \Y�b a 
pend i ar case o f  r ct ribut i 1·e j ust icc. 

\Vith the marks of the mu rderous at
tack sti ll upon my per,;on, I ad1·i sed the 
girl to seek her friends. le.;t the thug 
might then be on my t rai l : and finding 
that her only l iv ing rclat i1·e resided in 
Chelsea. I persuaded her to pack hasti ly 
and leave with me that YCry eYCn ing . 

\V rc rcaC'hcd T . ondon a ie\\· m i nutes 
before midnight. and a fter l eaving E lsie 
Brandon with an mmt in \" i ne Cron, 
I drove toward Sincla ir  Road. The 
night was wonder ful !�' i >r igh t : and as 
the cab turned down from the O l ymp ia, 
a man dashed madly up the s treet w i t h  

a pol iceman and h a l f  a Jozen cidl ians 
in pursuit .  As the pu rsued one passed 
my cab, the p o l iceman raised his re
volwr and fired. The man staggerc,l 
fon1·ard anrl fell upon the  sno 11" . 

The cab-clri1·er turned his  ho rse round 
in response to my cal l ,  and when I 
sprang out of the \·ehicle 1 c o l l ided 
heavi l y IYith 1\l acklin. 

" By Jon ! " he cried, as he p icked 
h imse l f  up, " you ' re back just in t ime to 
ident i fy stolen p ropert�·. That beggar 
was trying to get a way w i t h  the t in box 
that you brought your !'ku l l  home in ." 

Through the l i t t l e  knot of peop le  1ve 
,bouldered a passage. and leaning over 
the pol iceman 1d10 had turned the dying 
man on h is back, I saw aga i n  the hag
gard fa<"c of the man "· lw had bid aga i mt 
me i n t he aud i o n - room. II i� run o f  b<t . \  
l u c k  h�1d c<trric·d h im to t he gran� .  

The Kafir 's sku l l  now ornaments my 
study. and E lsie  has a wh inl'ical habit 
of curtsying good nigh t to the th ing 
when she comes i n  to tt' l l  m e  that  i t  i s  
bedtime. 

" It  brough t me l uck and you." she 
murmurs if I expostulate. 

When I look i nto the bright eyes o f 
J ohn Brandon's daughter, I also am in
d i ned to sa l ute t h l'  ,;ku l l .  

S h e  i �  a treasure, wort h more· than a l l  
t h e  d i amonds cnr discoH·red i n the gray 
l and sou th 0 f  t h e  l i ne .  

?\ I \ 1 . .  \ [ ) \  D R  E .\ \ I S . 

Til \  L \ ,h· d rl'anh. I l l \ "  l � l th- d r,·a ms. 

She 11- a l ke t h to and fro, 
Afar I H::s it!e t he nvsta l  streams. 

\\"hc·re l o t us-blos�om.; gro \\".  
And so f t h·. \Y i th her jc\\"e led hand, 

She p l t{ck� the hlos�om,; \l"h ite. 
And scat t ns peta l s  t h rough t he land 

A t  com i n g  of the night .  

I\ h bd , .  d reams, m v  lad v dream,;. 
:\ I I  sf! 1·n a re her

-
shoo!� ; 

A nd p a l e  her rip p l i 1 1g h a i r  it g leam � 
Beneath t he si h·er muon.  

So suft on sandalc·d feet she ruams. 
I n  ;;. i lence, to and fn>-

That no one k no\Yeth \Yhc nce she ct �mes. 
Or ��-hither she (\oth go. 
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B Y  A N T O N  F. K L I N K N E R . 

A S H O R T  S T O R Y . 

�ame little 

don't 
Trout ? 

N o ? 

know S imon 

Well. lie ts a com
tnon, ordin ary mortal  l ike  
lll\·�eJf. l'tl>'SeSSl'd of the 

fra i l t i�s and 1· irt ucs that make 
an otherwise un i ntncst i ng ex istence pos
sible. 

S imon T rout i� a husim·ss man. Th e 
same as myse l f .  After h ours, i n  the 
cafe, o1·er 

· a cup of l l nr Schm idt's 
hot coffee, lYe d iscuss l ife as \IT li nd it.  

" Do you ktHliY . ' '  Trou t was s�tying,  
" that the 11·orld isn't  the same a n y  more 
as it used to be ? "  

I notkled. 
" N o, sir, k k in,  it i s n ' t  a i 1 i t  the 

same . Do vuu krJOIY. l bd ien� there isn ' t  
h a l f  enouglt sunshine i n  the \\· o d d . "  

Now , as a m a t t er of course, J was ex
t rcmelv IYd l  aware that there arc t i me� 
and places whcll a great many peopk �ll'c 
perfectly satisfied with t h e  amou nt o f  
sunsh ine i n  c i n·u l a t ion. but. as a matter  
of frieHdsh ip,  I agreed 11· i th h im t lnt 
there was a \l' < ) fU ]  dearth ol' SUllsh i n c .  

" Not h a l f  eHough su nsh ine. " I snid. 
" I mean, sunshi ne in people's he:irt �. 

Do vou kno11·. I t h ink 11·c, as a r u l e, arc 
enti;c:ly too mudt taken up 11· i th our O l\'!l 

a !Ta irs . \Ve h :.tl'e no time for sen t im ent,  
or beauty, or art , or nature . "  

H e  w a s  putting th e case p r e t t y  �trong, 
hut I a greed with h im . 

" Klein.  I ' 1 1  tel l you IYhat's t he matter, 
'"e're so con fou nded lmsv IY i t h our Oll'n 
schemes nnd mach inatio1;s that  11·c ain't  
real l y  h um ;::n any more." 

This was i ndeed news to me. 
Trout stopped for breath, and l i t h is 

pipe.  
" I  was reading Josh B i l l ings to-day.  

J osh hits the nai l O l l  the head c1·cry 
t ime. l- I e  j ust C.\]HCsscs m y  sent imen t s  

t o  a ·r_ l came across a l ine or two o r  
hb t h at j ust bears n 1 c  out e.\actly. 1 
copied it off into my note-hook. 1 ' 1 1  read 
i t  to you : ' Duty i s  t h e  good act ion t hat 
bores you. \Vhcn you <t n: do ing you r 
duty. your f<tce l ook,; l ike a tombstotl<.'. 
\\' hen you learn lww t < )  make p leasure 
of your good deeds. )'lJ\lr face w i l l  be 
as welcome as a stra ll· hcrry-p<ltch in t h e  
t a l l  rneadow gra;;� . ·  K l ci ii ,  \\·hat clo you 
th ink or that ? " 

" O l d  J o:-dt is r i ght,  t i i erc, Trout."  
' · You bel he is ."  
\\ 'e  smoked i n  si letwc for a \Yh il c. and 

t h e n  Trout ' s  face hr igl l ! L' l ll: d  up. 
" n11 you knm1·, I� lcin,  I 'm going to 

sec j ust how mw·h t rut h  t h ere is  in old 
J osh B il l ings's st�t t c i l ll' I l t .  J 'm go i ng to 
sLt r t  out to-morr011· a n d  he as k ind and 
gc;nt lc  and consider:ik a� I can he.  and 
sec if  I don ' t feel better for i t .  ll'hen the 
day i s  done. \Vlwt c lo you think o f  the 
idea ? " 

" \\' hy.  it ough t to be all  right,  
guess . ' '  

" l 'cl l ike  t o  l t a1·c Y"ll t ry i t .  too,  :md 
\\'e' l l  compare notl·s here to-morrm·; 
n i gh L  I s  i t  a go ? "  

" I t  is ! "  I replied ; and \YC solemn l v  
shook hands t o  sea] the  compact. 

-

I I . 
R DJ E� J B ERI.'>G my prom ise of the  pre· 

v ious en:ning. I sUri ('d i n  the c lav hv 
jumping out 

'
of bed w ith a song. 1 '  cw;. 

tinucd to IYarhlc in the k itchen_ ;,:n<l v;as 
j ust begi nnin ,c; to rea l ize 11·hat it meant 
t o  he happy . .  when ?\ I rs. Klein appeared 
at the h ead o r  the sta irs. 

" A l fonse, for l l can•n's  sake, keep 
st i l l ' You '"i l l  wake the baby." 

That settled the song. 
I f  0\l'l'Yer. I m:1de up my mind to be 

l ight-h earted at 3 1 1  odds, and I Fent out 
into t h e  yard to work in the g�mlc?l-

597 



598 T H E CAVA L I E R. 

Sc ient ist� sav it's the mo�t hea l th fu l 
t h i ng i n t he ,,-� ,rid to slwnl dirt i u  the 
garden . There i� a resi l iency i n  the 
ground a� you t read it. and a repercus
sion of L'a r t i l - wan.'s t hat seh free proper
t ie� in the so i l t h at k i l l  the germ� o f  
consum p t i o n--and I had been cough i ng 
fatt: l\·, �l llV\\'<1\. : 

S�ddcn iy i became cmbciou' o f  the 

fact that  :'I [ J·s. K le in ,,·as 11·a ich i ng me 
from an upper ,,· i ndow . 

' ' Such a man : " she nied.  " A l -
fonse. ha1·en ' t  1·ou a n  ounce o f  sense ? 
Do you knm1· 1dwt you arc do i ng ) • ·  

" \\'hv, er-tnv d ear, I hel ien· I a m  
work i ng in t h e  

·garckn."  [ mcek l v a n 
s wered. 

" Y ou are t ramp i ng on the cucumbers. 
and yon kt1·e ruined mv tomato-1· ines. so 
you h a n.'. ( ;ct uut o f the garden t h i ,; 
minutt: : " 

I \Ya s  temp ted to S\Year as r put t h e  
tools a11·av i n  t h e  shed , hut l d i dn' t , and 
I rcsoln··i t o he game. 

"' hen l\T rs . K ! t· i n  sat dcmn to break
fast, I ht•anwd at her most grac iousl y  
and assumed the broadest smile I had 
in �tock at t he· t iml'. for r was sure it  
would p le�be her. 

She looked at me rather surpri �eJ . 
I smiled aga in . 
Mr�. Klein gazed at me o.:h arp l y . 

'' . \ l lo ! !'L'. 11·k1 t 's get t i ng in to  ,·ou ) 
You l ook o.:o s i l ly : "  

T h i s l':a-; ra t her depress i ng. and I felt 
t h a t  t he s m i l e  \Yas l 'Otning off. 

Then 1 remembered Josh B i l l ings. and 
put on a bruader o.:mile than before. 

l\ [ rs. K l c· i n  grew fur i ous. 
" .\l fonse : Yuu arc m a k i n g  fun of 

me. You mean-" 
" There. clear. I assure you I had no 

such intent  ions 11·hateyer. "  
S o  t he meal ended i n  a sobbi ng contest 

on :'l ! rs .  Kle in 's  part . and [ tried in vain 
tu com fort her. 

l :l 'fore I 11·en t <IOIYn-town to t h e office 
she cal l l'd me i nt o t h e  house. 

" Al fonse, [ want to knO ll' IYh a t a i b 
\'(lU t h i 'i  mnrn i n g ? .\ re 1·ou sick ? Did )·uu get m·crhe:{ted ycstenLw ? "  T here 
\Yas a not e of a n x ious p it y  in her ,·oicc. 

" �o. dear. " I rep l ied . 
H u t  she 11·asn ' t sa t i s f ied.  She was 

go i : 1 c:;  tu r i ng u p  the doctor : and. in 
orcL·r  t o  squ are myse l f. I made a dean 
hn·�t :' t  o f  t h t· 11· hnk a lTair  t o  nw \': i fc·-

told of the p lan T rout and I were fol
l oll· iug for the day-and she laughed 
heart i l y  as I bade her goocl-uy. 

I f f .  

I H A D  j ust ti ni�l ! ed my supper, that 
even i ng , 11·hen the tekplw ne-bel l  rang. 

" I I al lo." 
' '  I l a l lo . ' '  
" T h i s  l\ I  r .  K lein ? . , 
" Yes : this  i-; l\ I r. K l ein ."  
" Th is is  l\l rs. Trout ."  
" How d o  you--'' 
• ·  Dear l\lr.  K l e i n . I w i ,;h vou would 

go down -tOIYn and �ec if yo� can find 
S imon. He's been acting awful queer 
t o- day, and I 'm a fraid someth ing has 
happened to h i m .  W i l l  you go ? "  

" \\'hv,  o f  course. \\'h en-" 
" I ' l !

.
he aw ful ly grate fu l .  ( ;ood-by." 

I hung up the recein'r, rather anx-
i oll'. a nd to l d Ill\'  w i f1· ?\ [ r�. Trout 's 

message. l\ I y  IY i fe �aid she didn't  know. 
now. whether a man was a bigger fool 
before marriage or af ter. I _jumped into 
my coat. grabbed my hat. and hurried off 
i n  �earch o f  Simon.  

I 1\'l'tl t t o  H err Sch m i d t ' s  fi rst .  I l e  
s igna led t o  m e  mysteri l>Us!y. wa lked me 
into a corner. and IYh ispercd : 

" Dey h a f  \ J r .  T ruudt l ocked up i n  
sha i l . " 

" \Vhat for ? " 
'' Ach ! H ow sh ou l c l f know ? Some

body said h e  \Yas get t i ng gay mid de 
goi l s  and acting a w ful funny." 

I rush ed frantically t o  the _j a i l . 
I met a m an patrol i n g  \Vater Street 

with t gun . 
I I e sa id he was l ook ing for " l\I ister 

Trout .  who had stepphded in h i s  hou :'c 
and t r ied to separate h i m  ancl h is wife. 
who had been hafting a leecl l e  m i sunder
stoocl ing !  " 

There was a crowd o f peop l e standing 
near the grated w indo11' . 

" Th '  i mpuden t whelp : "  one youn,_; 
11·oman 11·as sayi ng. " H e's th' n ice 
sl·oundrel that was t ryi n' to flirt wicl me. " 

'' I l e  came into 1111· 1·anl and insisted 
on h e l p i ng me carr�· 

-
a .bookcase into tlw 

house. I told h i m to nen•r m i n  d. hut h e  
pers isted, and he st umbled on t h e  IYa l k  
and broke the glass door." commented 
an elderlr w idow. " I f  l'' l l  neYer leaP� 
t h a t  j a i l if he doesn't  kmd me t h e price 
n f the gbss d oor h e  hrok•.' . "  
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· · The Y i l la in : l J c.'s  bern l augh ing at  
me eYery t ime h e• passt•d m y  shop to-day. 
1 be l ie\·e be·  s crazy � • ·  

" He came i nto my b ouse and t ried to  
te l l  m e  h ow to h a ng a p icture. 1 chased 
h im out with a broo m . "  

" ll e stopped our c h i l dren on t i l l' ,,·ay 
to sch oo l . and t ook up a quartl'r of an 
h our of t h ei r t i me t el l ing them h o 11· 
m any i ll'a u t i f u l  p l aces t here w ere i n  
Amer i ca t h a t  eYc>ry I H>Y and g i r l  s lwuld 
,;ome <by make> up their m i nds t o  \ · i s i t. 
and the c h i l dren ,,-ere l ate for s,·hoo! . "  

" He got  m e  to untie a t in-CQil from 
a dug's ta i l  \\·h i le  he i l l ' ld the clog. The 
clog hit  h i m  ancl the t i n - ca n < · u t  my ham! 
so l had to pay a doctor four dol lars to 
sew it  up."  

• · \Yhat  does a l l  th is mean ; ' ' [ cle-

m a nded, as 1 ellHJ \\·ed my 11·ay to t l lL• 
" indmY. 

" Th a t  you, K l ei n ? "  
1 took Trou t ' s  untstretchl'd hand and 

shook it warml y.  
· • Tel l l\lalm;ml>y i t 's  a l l  a m istake. "  
,\ l al msmby \\'as t h e  ch i d  of pol ice, 

and in a short time he came and released 
the clist· ip lc  of J osh B i l l i n gs. 

< lnr a cup of hot co !Tee at Herr 
:-lchmidt 's  caf�· \IT t a l ked of l i ft.: as \\'e 
founcl i t .  

· • H n\Y d id you m a k e  o u t  to-cby ? "  
I to l d h im. 
" Do you kno\Y,  Kl ei n , bel ieve i t  

isn't  pnH: t i cable t o scatter too much sun
sh ine . I ! Je l ieYe i t 's bet ter to mind your 
<J\\'11 lm�iness." 

agreed '' ith h im ! 

T H E  S W 0 R D 0 F T A R R 0 L 0 Y S .* 

B Y  B A N N I S T E R  .1\l E R W I N , 

Author of " l\.  Knight of To-Day," etc. 

SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS. 

D E :\ I S  FOUC\RT is sent by ],; i nf:\· Louis .\ 1  to Tonr:! i n c  i"r t h e  pnrpo"c of settling 
a quarrel between G uillat; m c  elL- :llescun a nd h i s  brotlwr. 1 \ ugucs tic- Cornay, who 
i s  being held pr isoner by Guillaume pending the restoration o f  the forest of Jol in . 

. ·\ ccompaniccl ] ,y ] chan ck T:i r rnloys. a young noble in w h " " c  iamily hl' hat! formerly 
been employed, Foucart proceeds t < <  J ol in.  1-l c is rccci\'ed hy l l ugtll-s 's  sen eschal.  G i lbert 
tie Baisignan, and meets t h e young Comtc de Rainemont. ,,-ho cYidcntly ha;; nn foot some 
plot of his O \\' n .  On t h l' \l·ay from Jolin to � l l'scun, ]chan n· ;;cms the Lady Cloth i lde. 
:" i st cr of ilw q u a r re l i l !g 1 1 <  •hies,  \\'I Will Raincnwnt is a t tempting to k idnap.  

C I--L\ l'T E R  I \�. :ttrL'. T h ::  ,c. \\ orcl \\·as nmY master. but I 
fel t  Jw di,osatisfactinn "· i th t h e  rl'�Ult. 

nn: 1 : 1'" T i i  L R ."'- . fur the youth 11 as  hL·aring h imse l f �u-
pcri > ly. 

s 1gn fro m  J ch an. ::.; imon \Vhat  ,:urpriscd me most was t h e  n;ti 
l' rouav l i fted the h a l f - cent �u1-enc�s o f  h i s  mannn. ,\ ftcr those 
C<l l l<<'ious t Jr in� - \\'oman fir,.:l  \\'orcls of \\' OJHkring admira t ion. b;: 
t o  t h c  sad d l e  ol  I n s  l i t t l e  had SL'emed to h e  l i ghted by  a great 
pum·. a n d  held h cr t here. rL·sol v l'. soft ened \\· i th a S\Ycctness that 1 
T h en I ehan h i m sd f kcl almost  fancied had passed from h e r  t o  

fonYanl t l : c  pal  f r ey  · \\'h i ch Rai nemont h i m  i n  the  l "ng i nt nchangL· o f  Iouks. 
bad brough t from J o l in .  \\' b e n  her eycs at  last fel l  before him.  

" \\'e arc hound to t h e  cast lL· . ' '  h c  said ;md he tu rnL·d to "L'L' tu t he h o rsL·s, I kne\\' 

t o  the Lad y ( ' l u t h i lcle. . . \\ i l l  you let th :1 t  his true mastny of l i fe bad begun . 

ti s take yon t h i t her? • ·  And I \\·as forgotten. 
l t  am-azed me to note how complctclv The Laclv C l ot h i l de silen t l v  t ouk her 

I : ·h an \\'as assuming rharge of the \'en- seat  on t he" pal fn.-v. J c h a n  h� l p ing her. 
* This story began in THE CAVALIER for December, 1908. 
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A� l t�r  hand tou r  ihJl h i �. [ �a 11 ;; ,c(�u n 
t h a t  l ' " ' k  t r i" ''· " � : d c r  un hi� fac�. T ilL' 
old (; rc:t·k i li >Ob [ , · l J th� st o ry o f  a _:_; iant  
named . / n ta.·fts . 1d10,  u·ery t inll' he 
touc hed t i n: e;;rt l i .  ill·canw mam· times 
stwm;n. E n·n "" did t he louk 

:1nd t h e  
tntwh o f  th is hHh' �ecm t o  a d d  tu t h t· 
stren g t h  o f  J e ha n . .\nd it 11·a� plai i l  
that s h e  lwrse l f  ,,·as no t  ut;mo\Td I ll· 
him. 

:'\ o11· it seemc·d t iml' for l l t r · t o i i i l er· 
Yenc. I rode f, > I'll �� n I .  

" l .a<h. " l •<t id ,  " [ a m  :' l( a ,tcr l l cn i s  
Fouc:ut.

. 
1dw h a n· l'< rm� h i th c·r o n  t h e  

king\ l > Lts i ne ><S . \ I  y C < >mpaniPn i s  t he 
Sci:.;ncur [ cha i r  d e  Tarrn!o,·s. ,\ s tu 
t h a

-
t recun; J ,en: k n i :.;h t .  Ra im:m < •nt . \\'ho 

l ies thcr ... groa n i ng.
'

��-,. k 1 1U \\. someiYhat  
o f  him.  \\'i l l  �-ou-

not t d l  us more ? " 
S h e  t u med hn da rk l')'l'S on Jl11'. 
" I  \Yas a 11·a k,: J 1cd an h ou r a go ill' a 

message \Yh ich came to n1L' t h rough a 
strl'::mt o r my brother l l ugut:�. l i L> sa id 
that i f  I 1\ o u l d  g" a foo t , 11· i th  one uf my 
wom :n , t < �  t h i� spot  j u ..; t  IJI' forc daybreak 
t b i� mom i ng. l IYOlt l d  be rl' fi nd t h e  
Senc�chal ( ; i \ hcrt  de Ba is igna n . IYhu 
\YOUld t i'\' : J t  11· i th 1111' l'Oll< 'l'l' l 1 i l l !-( t h <: 
un fort una � <: d i s J >ll l L'  ]H: t iH'l.'ll m 1· l i ru t i H· r,.; .  
[ C:lllle,  �1 1 1 d  a t  once 11·a ..; �c i;ced . T he 
a r r i 1·al o f  t h is s,·igll,'ltr "-..;he loukl'd at 
J chan-" 1·;a ,; opportunL· . "  

" I t 11·as s o  \l· i l l ecl . ' '  s a i d  J e han g ran-
h·. " I .::�ch·. 111 1· �en· i cL· i s  h L' I1 < T i'orth 
yuur..;. 1 J :nT \_-(1 \1 I l l >  toke n t h a t  f llli.l)' 
\\"(;8.[ ? "  

S h e  ] > l ucked a r i l>bun from he r go wn , 
and he- tuuk i t  and k issed i t  rcn·n· : 1 t l y. 
then fa..;t en ed i t  to h i..; hdnw t .  H e  11 a..; 
p rogre"' i n g fast. t h i,; young k n igh t . 1 r 
m �· p b ns 11·en· t o  !'U<TL'l'd. I mu ,;t hol d  
h im hack a l i t tk.  o r  h l' 11·uuld rkll' a 11 a 1 
11 i t h her  ! Jl:i'o rl· \IT cou l d rc·ach t lw 
ca..;t \ t- .  O n  1111· \ i i'c. as f gazL·d at \ w r  in 
t int moml·nt i l 1c' l i cn·d that o;he ll uu ld 
not rc·�i>il l·l·en ,.;o rash a p lan. 

" Td l  mr:. l a < h·." I �a iel . " 11·i l l  your 
brnt i Jer. t he: C< l l l l t l· dl.' \ I c:scun. ren: i 1·e 
mL· ? [ l ' < > llll'. a,; [ h a l'l' told �·ott. from 
t h e· k i ng." 

" \'eo;. " ,;he s�t id t huugh t fu \ 1 �·. ' · h� 
,,· i l l  recein· 1·u u . "  

" l t is m 1· m i .;� i 11 1 1 . "  I ,,_ - , ·nt 011. ' · to 
make peace i>el \1-cl'll �-our l m > t h ers. T hat 
��-,nt l d  plea"l' yuu 11·d l.  11 uu!d it tlllt ? , . 

" I t \Yuu l cl [ ' l c·�t..;(· rn,· m.: \ 1 . "  ..;\w re· 
pJ i L· : J .  

" ThL·n. l e t  lb go funYard . "  [ said, 
11· i th  a l ook at J ch a n . I [ e  started. a� 
t hough awakening from a d ream . 

Raincmont rema i ned 11·here he ha<l 
ral len.  bu t l lO\\' he \l aS m u tter in g 1\'0rd�. 
as lYel l  as groanin g. and i t  cou ld Le but 
a sh o rt t ime be fore he 11·ouhl recovL"r 
h i mscl r. 

" S ha l l  11-e ta ke· h i m  pr isoner to till' 
··ast le ? " I �1,;ked. t u m i ng to the lad�·· 
H er an..;�nT 1 t::\ ] >c < ' tccl . 

" I f  \\'e d id. ' '  �he sa id. · · I cou ld not 
restrain my bro t h e r  o f  i\ l esnn 1 from 
k i l ling h im. and t h a t  ll'l lu l d bring h is 
< ' l lUl lt �· against  us." 

[ nodded , and w e  rode: a1Yay. leaving 
Rai nemont 11 i t h  his  page s t i l l  bending 
over him.  T h e  man-at -a rms IYhom J ehan 
had s\;;in lay C] U i l't  on t h e  d ark carpet o f  
h i s  O \Yn blood . 

/\s \l'l' top ped t ill' r i m o f  t he l i t t l e  
Yal ky. t he I .ad 1· ( ' lot l i i l d e  lookc-d l >ark. 

" T hat ,,-�Is a l>ral't: d eed. ' '  she said to 
j L"h an . 

" N ot bran·. l ad �-. . .  he repl ied. " But  
i t  ,,.ils 1 1 L'I 'cssan·. t h ough 1\.ainemont wa..; 
at a d i.;ach·aniagc. I had t \ 11' grou nd 
ai >on· h im . . . 

· ' ;\ O l l l' t h l' lc,;s, i t  11·as l > ran· . "  ..;]11' i n-
sisted. " 1 am t hankful  t h a t  you san�d 
me-." 

Jle l >o \\-cd on:r h i s  sadd l l' .  bu t ,;poke 
no 1\'o rd . fur I had gin·n h im a mean i ng 
\ ( ,ok.  

gl anced �1 t S imon C ruuay. H e  he l d 
t h e  t i r i ng·ll oman d ose t o  h im. t hough 
,;hi' n o  lom;n seemtd i n  need or o;nch 
tender sup);ort. a m\ I no t i ced t hat  he: 
11·as tal k ing soothi ngly  in l : n  ear  in a \ 01 1  
t one.  

T h e  c�bt k .  :b. 1n· a pproa,·hecl i t .  
pron·d t o  \ 1e a st ou t furt i licat ion. The 
h i l l  upon 11· h ic \ 1  i t  stood 11·as on l v 
a gen t le s l ope, hut then· \Yas a 11·ide 
moa t .  and the outn "·a l l  of t!e fen,;c: 11·a,;  
h igh a nd s trong I I· bat t kmented. 1 1  i th 
t o wers ;u:d t urrl' t s propnly d isposed . 
The inner b u i ld i n gs 11·ere h igher t han 
t he ll'a l l .  a rtn t he appro,·cd ma nner or  
the k i ng 's castle  of P l essis - l e-Tour..;. 
t hough lwre at  l\ k,;cun t he re IYas on l �
one outer l i ne of d dcnse. ?\o l' lltra nn· 
appeared on t h e  side w h il' h 11·c a p·. 
pruachcd. ancl IH' circl ed about tO\Yard 
the to11·n w here t he d r�l \d >ridgc ,..-as. 

" l ImY d i d  you l'll i11L' out ? " l asked 
the lady . 
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" T l l t ' I'C is n "  L' l l l' l l l \  
a n s \ITrt·tl . ' ' a nd t h e gate 
\\"<: d o  i : < • t  1i l 11 :1YS 1'11 1"' 
at n i .�(1 1 i.  

a t  h a n d . "  she: 
i s  so st r< ln g t h 11 t  
t he d ra l'. l n· idgt· 

' '  J t � : !  1..;, i l -1\..' l"l' t l ( 1 
Scigm· u r f l  u gu·.· ; 11· i \ l  

She :-- i ghC'd . 
" A t n i gh t 1 : : ·  

dan gl'r t h a t  
e:-;cape ?  , .  

i s  l ucked in 

the  

a 
high ck! mhcr. U l ltkr  
m on:s :d>out free i l· 

gu a rd . ! : 1· 
\Y i t h i n  t he· 

r l 1 1 \· he 
IYa l b. 

under h i s m1·n prom i se t o  m akt · I H >  l"wape 
u n l ess i n  t i l L· h ours of d 1Hkness. ' ' 

I ponckred a l i t t l e .  
" S h a l l  \'l>ll tel l \'< >U r hro t ht ' I'S t h •· 

t ru t h :d >oll t t h i .' mun
.
l i ng 's n·n t u n· ) " 

• · I t  11 i l l  he hc· t t n. "  sh e  sa i d .  " to sa 1· 
no more t h a n  t l i : t t  l 11· c nt fort h ll' i t h  
:\ l i n· l l e  a n d  \YIIS set n pon,  a w l  t h a t  your 
s<ign orr c:l l lll' t o  the re;;cue." 

H ow persisten t l y  ;;he set J e lian a l >un: 
me � But ,  l i ke mv lllll'l<:r. t h e  k i ng. i t  
is  m y  ru l e  t o  resen-t not h i n g  when I han· 
an < lh j l'c t  i n  Yinl' . '\ l on·on·r. I am n o t  
s o  o ld hut  t h a t t i l l' \\' l l r k i n gs o l· �-"uug 
blood appeal to me. 

i\ !Pi ll' sen t i nel  OJ H' I ICd the ga l l' t o  us. 
ami \l'l' rock i n t o  t he i n ner cou rt . I n 
stan t l l·. i t  seenwd. t h e  ca s t l e became 
a 11·akl: . \ ' a rk t s ran tu our h orses ami 
a ided th to disnwU J I \ .  T he l .ady C l o 
t h i lde ga1·e brief i n s t ru ct ions as t o  ou r 
d isposa l .  and t he n bade us l >t: patient  
w h i l e 'Ill' a rra ngt·d for  our recept ion .  
\\' i t h  that  she  d i ,;appeared. 

\\'c \l·c·rc; cond u c t ed t o  a l a rge· room. 
f um ish ed IYi t h  a m a s s 1 n· bed. I ! ere 
basins uf \\'Il ler  \\'LTL' brough t to us. anrl 
an O\T r ·Sl'l'Yant  t o ld us t hat .  h1· t he l acll-'s 
w ish t>. 11 ·e \Yen· to s l t'l']' U l l t i l  t h L· rl a 1· 
11 as f:n t l w r  ac!Yauce<L 

Tll l-rc wac; n o  s l et; p for me. uor 11·as 
t here for J ch a n .  I I i,.; t hough t s  were 
busy 11· i t h  h i s  Jll' \1. d rL·a m .  \Y h i le m i ne 
were c·onccnl ecl \Y i t h a ran ge o !' l'\' l' n ts 
of \Yh i ch h i ' d rt·am \1 3 '  an i l l < ' itlen t . 
Bu t \H' l a y  at l l· n g t h  on t ill' soft bed. 
and I. fo r . m\· l •:t r l ·. c l osed m�· 0�-t·s and 
assumerl a rq:(u i :l r  breat h i ng. In the 
m ids t of I l l \' t h o u g h t s. from t ime to t i m �. 
I heard J eh �m s i gh :1 n c l  t u rn  f rom s ide 
to siclt·. 

A t  Ja .;t h e· cou l d k t·ep si l e n t IH> l o n ger. 
" .\laster Fouca rt : "  he \Yh is pned . 
I m oHcl u neasi h·. l i ke one cl i ,.; t u rht:d tn 

sl umi >L·r. hut n o t  ;rott:;t•cl . 
" .\ I  a s t  t'r Fou cart : " h e  repl'a ted. 
" \' t·, _ ' '  I mu t t t·n·d . ' '  \Yh a t  is  i t ) " 

" S lw is \Tfl'  \ , , . , l u t i fu l .  t i ll' La<h· ( " J , .  
t l l i hk . "  

l madl' 1 1 1 1  ll l i S \I·e r. hut 
m u r m u r  t he n : ; : m· so f t h· 
" l .ady ( ' lu t h i lc k  "-and 

heard h im  
n i t l ' L' :Jgai n-
h i ,.;  i n lll'c· t i o n  

\\·as 'l:i gent l c- as I he r u ,.; t  l i n g  o l' t h e  )'L>llll!,( 
l can·s in 1\ ! :t\·. 

T h e: lllOrt l
.
i l lg \\ < I '  \\'l' l l ath·ant'L'd be·-. 

f 1 1 rL' \\'l� 11·ere S l l l l i ! I ! U i ' L'd t o  llll'L'l Count  
< ; u i l laumc.  "\ ccon: pa m· i n g  t he man \\· l m 
l > rou,g l : t  us t i ll' 11 ord 1•:as :-i i nwn Croua1·. 
I d rn1· h i m a .; idt· a n d  q uest i u m·d h i m .  

' ' I I a n· y o u  ht'L'!l rc.Tog n i zed, S i mon ? "  
' · Xo.  mast t·!' . . . 
" \\ ' h a t  do \'PU make o l  t h e  ,.; i t uatiun 

here ) " 
T h e  fel l ow ,;n : i k d .  
' '  \\ ' h i l c  I 11 < 1 "  a t  T o u rs . "  h l' sa id . 

" m 1· u n c l e  i n trod uced l l l l '  l L> t h e  gamc: 
ca l l t·d ch e.;s. I n  t ha t pas t ime t here are 
occas io ns w hen n c· i t her adYt·r�aJT <'11 1 1  
m on· w i t h o u t  los<' 

· 

l u nderst ood . H u t .  nw rl' impor tant 
t h a n  \Y h a t  h l' sa id \Yas t h e  LT idenn· t h a t  
S i mon ( ' rouay m i gh t  hecoml' : 1  ,·aluahlc 
h l'l pn . I d t·c idcd t hcn t h a t  I 1\'0td c l  
'L'ek t n  a t t :t < · h l 1 i ll l  t o  t h e  k i ng·�  �l'n·1n· 
-- a pu rpose 11 h i < - 1 1  a ft c -r iYa rrl I ca rr i ed 
out.  to t h e  a d Y a u t a .ge of myse l f and o f  
t iL· k i ng.  

\\·c 11-ere 1 1 1 \ \\' , ., )nduned t h r()u gh manv 
, -"rr idors. T i l l' c h:unhcr i n  \\· h i c

.
h ( 'olu;t 

( ; u i l l aumc n·cein�d u,.; 11·as l on g  and h i gh. 
T h e w indm1·,;. < > I I o1 1e s i < l <-. • ·mmnanded 
a Y ie \1' m-er t ht· \l· a \ 1  and across t h <� 
n a rrl l \\' i n t cr n·nin!,( J d a i n  to t he town " f  
\ l c-snm. T h t: n· 11 as 1 1  t a h h-. a mi t lwre 
\l't' l'l' ch a i rs . I >L'Il l l t i i'u l h· ca rn·d, a nd a 
,l.!; l' l'l l l  li rcplan· o f  s tone-t hough no fagot 
hI  azt•d l>n the h ca rth. for t h e cl:i v 11·as 
��-�� nn . 

:-i<'ll ll'd ht·,; ide t he t a b l e  \Yas ( ; u i l la ume 
d L· .\ l esnm . lkh i nd h i m . rich l y  gn\1·nec l .  
her  l ook a s  c l e a r  as t l w  d a 1· a n d  as t t l l ·  
la t h m n ab l e . s tood t he l a ch· ( ' l u t h i ld c· .  I n  
t ha t  1 1wment  I l'L'Ii l i zL·t! t h a t  11· h a t I mos t  
- t n m g l �· l i ked i n  l l l 'r \l'�h not her great 
beau t \·. hut t hl' e lusin� sens·: of nn·,;tcn· 
\l' h i · · l ;  \\'lb a t t a c h ed to lwr. r .nen:r 
so l n·d i t . for i t  11·as a m 1·stt·n· o i  he-art .  
!,(\larded a g a i n ,; t  a l l hut  t iw fc;\·on·cl one.  

To T eh an i t  seemed t o  he dear from 
t h e  ti r

.
s t .  l i e  und e rstood her. and sh� 

h i m .  1 > 1· \Ya\·.; to \Yh ich tn \· l ort· 
h i n t .  .B u t  .I l i kL·d her f,;r t lw 
saw :md did n o t  unclt rstancl. 
.J t·h: l l l  l on·d ln·r I >l'C:ltl�e he sa 11· 

g ives no 
t h i ngs I 

juq as 
;
.
tnd d id 
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u nderstatHl them. b no t that  t he d is
t inction het\\-een l iking and low ? 

But to return to t h e man \rho, seem
ing l y ohl i Y iu us of his sister's presence, 
a waited the  ap proach of ] ehan ami m y
self .  ( ' u u i i t  ( ; u i l laumc ,,·as a man o f  
l argL' lramc. L · nusual l y strung h e  l ooked , 
'' i t h  a s l ow strength of the k ind that  can 
,;tead i l y  push an obstacle out o f  t lw \\·ay. 
hut not knock it  as ide bv sudden h l (ms. 
! l is eyes \\Tre smal l .  ami t hey smoldered 
1vith a su l len fi re.  H is hair \\as t h ick 
and coarse. ami shot plent i fu l l y  with  
streaks o f  wh i t e, g iving h im a si ngu l ar 
and d ist i nct in appearance w h ic h  h i s  
heavy features could n o t  han? cla imed 
for h i m . 

There was no form a l i t v  a t tached to 
ou r recep t ion-no heral d.i c pump. no 
wei gh t y presence o f  counselors and 
underl ings. This fact great ly faci l i tated 
my task. I d iv ined that  the Lady C l o
t h i l de, 1r ith a qu i ck appreciat ion of the 
methods I mu st use, had thus arranged 
the meet ing.  l had rea l l y but one person 
to deal w i t h .  

Count ( ; u i l l aume rose a s  w e  ap-
1 'ruaclH:d . 

" The lad1·. mv :;i st er. " he said in the 
voice of a s�w t h�recl bul l .  " has told me 
o f  the aid you gave her this  morning. I 
am gratefu l , but I regret that  you l et the  
1· i l l a in� .�o ,,· hen t hey 11·cre in  1·our 
jlO\\" CL" 

" It \1 �1:.; the l ady\ w ish , "  said I.  
" Th L' mncit's o f  a IHlman's  heart are 
hcvond the denial of men." 

·] I e nodded, l ike one w ho w i s hes to 
a ppear t o  (" ( Jlll]lrehend ; then he turned 
to J chan. looking at  the youth with 
frank admi ration of his "race and 
st rength. "'·� �., . .  

" \"uu are \Ye l l  mad c . .  • sn·gn•w· . · · h e  
sa id.  " Stay 11 i t h  u s  a ,,·h ile. and we will 
h ave j ousb . ;\ml t here may he fight i ng 
hercallouts." " N o, h roi l!Cr, no." pu t  in the Lady 
C lothi lde. " N o  fighting." 

H e  cast  a so ftened glance at IH r. 
" \Vh o  kno\\·s ? "  he mu t t ered . '' I f  

am pressed too far·- - "  
" S i r  count ,"  I broke in.  " t he l ad�· has 

doubt l ess told vou t h a t  I come d i rect 
from H i s  :\l aj�sty, K ing Louis. Perc 
haps you know of me-:\ l astcr Denis 
Foucart-as one 1rho is  frequ;:n t l y  
clc•putecl to arran ge matters o f  pol i • ·y ." 

" l have heard uf you," h e  adm it ted , 

though there \Yas no respect in his 
Yoice. " \\ " hat  does t h e  king want of 
me ? "  

" S ir." J sa id huldlv. " he 11·ants peaL·e 
i n  2\I esnm and Curn,iy." 

l l e  set  h i s  great j a 11·s t i gh t . 
" That cannot he . " 11 is face cluu decl. 
" Sir cou nt , " said I ,  " it was l ong ago 

11ritten t h a t  nothing is i mposs ib le . Why 
do you n o t  free yuur ! Jrothn. the Se i glH:ur 
de Cornav ? "  

" A t l;ousancl c·u rse,; : . , l 1e hel l u \\T(l . 
" I w i l l  free h i m  fast enough \Yhen be 
re l i nquishes m y  appanage o f  ] ol in, \Y ith 
well -backed promises not again to seize 
i t ."  

" Then, your l ll·uthcr mu,.;t re l i nqu ish 
J olin," said [ Ji rmly.  

" That he ,yj ] ] not do. ' '  G u i l l aume 
was breat hing hc:a1· i l y. The topic 
weighed hard on h i m . I saw the Lady 
Clothilde ,,·atc h i n g  h im anxiously, as 
though clouhtful o f  h is temper. \Vith a 
fl icker o f  my eye I sought to reassure her, 
and she sc·cnwd to u nderstand. 

I smiled 11· i t b  as p l easa nt a de ference 
as I could m uster. 

" You 1r i l l  pardon me, sir count , " I 
said, " if I ask quest ions w hich may 
seem bcyon(l my righ t .  I am here. as a 

sen·ant o f  t h e  k i ng. to sen·e you . Tel l 
me, i f  you " i l l . "·h v  d id the .rcigll<'llr 
your lm;tber s�izv J ol in ? "  

" \\'bv ? " h e  t h u ml ercd. " \\-hv ? 
lkcause

. 
I \\·otdd 110t consent t hat uur 

sister shou l d  11-ed t hat wretch, the ( 'omte 
de R a i nemunt ."  

" G u i l l a u me : " The voice o f  C l o-
t h i lde call1l' i 1 1  pro 1 e,; t .  T i er ch eeks \H'lT 
n·ddencd. 

" Ladv. ' '  I sa id,  " it i s  neccssarv that 
all sh ouid be made clear." I could hear 
J ehan brea t hi ng h ard at my side, and I 
saw C l o t h i l de t h row a g lance at h im
a swift, h a l f- fca r i'td gla1 1ce, of \Yh i c h  she 
h erse l f  cou lcl nut  han• l wcn conscious. 

I adclressL·d m \·sdf �1,..;ain to Count 
G uillaume . 

" And is t h e  ( 'um !L' d t� Ra i nemont ,;o 
u n fi t t i 1 1g  a ,;u i t or ? "  

G ui l l aume J , ruught  h i s  hL·a,·y fi ,;t d o 11 1 1  
on t h e  tab le ;1 \ h i s  side. 

" H i s  lwld i ngs adjoin Corn;<y." he 
sboutecl .  " I r e and Cornay \YOuld l onl 
it on•r me--l lHT me. 11· lw am older. T 
w i l l never hr""k i t . "  
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I'\ o \Y, for t h e  f1 rst t inw. l saw e\'ery

t h i nt; p la in ly. H ugues a nd R a i nemont 
had intr igued t o  strengt lwn t l l l'msdn·s 
at the e xpen se of ( ;u i \ launw. l\ ml t i lL· 
price of R a inemont's hack i n g 1\ as to be 
th e Lad v  C' l ut h i ld L·. 

T he r�oint  of c h i d  i n t L'l'L'St t o  me 1\'cb 
th at the l .arly ( ' l o t h i l de madL· t lw rl' a l  
center o f  t h e  d is pu t v . ( l l n· ioush· she d i d  
not \Yish t i l  \l·ed R a i n L·nw1 1 t . < H n· ious l y. 

abo, she had l ed ( ; u i l l aume to become 
her :! l h· ; for h is t h ick brain \\'C>tt l d  ot h er

wise iwn·r han• compreh e 1 H I L·tl t h e  
d i pl om a t i c  obst a c k  \Yh ich h l' had j u ,; t  
pointed nut  to tnL'. 

The Ltct t ha t R a i n c·tn< > 1 1 t  adju i ned 
Cornav and that the ( · . , 1 11 1 < '  r l l' !Za i t ll'
mont · and ll ugues de ( 'umay \\'ere 
friends \Hlll ld mean l i t t k  t u  a 1 1 1a 1 1  l i ke 
( ;u i l l a u m e  tt n ks:' i t s  s i g n i f i c :uwe \HTe 
e xpounded to h i m by a n o t her . 

B u t  the ladv h ad not fon·seen th a t 
Rainemont.  in t he fan· n f  ( ; u i l l aume' .; 
refusal ,  \Yo u l d  d r i n· hn b rot h e r  l l ugm·s 
to e x t remes. So t he deadlock had c ·umc 
to pass, and I l u gttls. com m it ted to h is 
course I l l- dl' fi n i t e  deed�. cou l d not \l· i t h -
draw. 

. 

The Se ign eu r l l u ,gm·s . t h l' t l . 11 o u l d  he 
t h e  person for me I < >  n·�wh .  I I  c must 
be made to giYe up t ile fll rest of J o l i ; J .  
H e  mu s t h e  made t o  \l· i t hcl ra \1. f rom h i s  
a l l ia nce \Y i t h  R a inemont.  :\ l ea n t ime. I 
\l·ould thL' t h t · oppnrt u n i t 1· tt> p repare 
( ;u i l l aum l' ' s m i n d � t ktt h l' m i ,C(h t  hL· 
amenab l e \1 l l l' ll t he t i m e· rl l r  : t  ] 'l'<l < 'l'  
sh ou ld come .  

" S ir  cou n t . " I said.  ' · I shou ld  l i ke t o  
t a l k  upon t h is  ma t ter more p ri \·at l' l y  \l· i t h 
you. T hen · a re i ntnests o f  t he state 
that  mw;t "" madL' ckar ' '  

I l ooked at .kh a n :t s I " ! " ' " "· a n d  h e 
moYecl a \Ya\' lu \1·a rd a \l' i l Hiol\ · .  T hen [ 
looked a t  t lw l .a rh· C l o t h i lde. and s lw.  
too, aft er a moment of h esi t a t i < > 1 l .  ohe\·ecl 
the entreatv t> f 111\' e1·es . She \l en t to ·an 
other \Yincirl\\·, a;1d . there J ekm quickl v 
j oined her. Thev stuocl s i rh- l l\· side. 
iook i n g f . ,r t h a 1;cl t al k i ng so ft l y . I 
maiTeled at t h e ;;ubtlet ies  o f  lll'r s e l f
defense in her rel a t ions w i t h  hn bro t h 
ers. F e w  \\·omen cou ld t h us de:t l 1\· i t h  
men.  

For there \Yas no talk  o f  h er  o\\'11 ob
j ections to Rainenwnt, though I felt  sure 
that she ha ted h i m .  S he lwd brought 
Cuil laumc to her po in t ( l f  Y i L'I\' mcrel �· 

b)· sh o w i ng h im h n \\' eas i l y the  a l l i:mc,· 
might  cause h i m  to l ose ,; trength .  A ckar 
mind t u  do all t h a t : \'ct 110\\. she \\·as 
\l· h i spn in g to J ehan.  \\· i t h  a l l  her ,;ou l i n  
h cT eyes-<md a t rttl' : t n d  uohle ,;ou l . a ,;  [ 
could :•el'. 

. \ t  s < � m l· kn g t h t : t l k L·d to Count  
C u i l l <t U llll'. I po i n t ed out  t h e  fo l l y  nr 
t he dead lock.  I spoke o f  t i le k i n g',; 
g rmY ing ] JO\I'l'l' and of h i s  r le,; i re t h a t  
t hcrL· he no stri fe anwn g t he nol > l es.  [ 
mafk p l a in t he :trh·an t a ge,; of j l t ace. 
.\ nd l'\'t•r a nd :m n 1 1  he grunted h i :; com 
prvhL' l l ,; i o n  o f  m1· points·---\\' h i c h  i ncl<·ed 
I\T1T so ,,· . , n l cd t kt t :t c ·h i l d , · , m i d  un dcr
� ! �t nd  i h l · Jn.  

\\. i l i k  I 11. 1 s  t a l k i n g  I t u rned t h e· suh 
_il:n q u id ! )· t o  i ; i ,; hrot hn. 

" Do )'OU k L'l' ] ' h im const a n t ! \· u n d e r  
w�; t ch ; "  I ac;k ul . 

" I l l� is frl'l· h· < Li l· to lll < > l'l' abou t as 
he pkase.s. fur lw h : t c: 1 • ro m i sed t h at l l t' 
\\· i l l  not IT)' to L'S< ' < i ( ll' u n l <·:;s h1· n i gh t .  
F m m  t i l l' t i me he· n· t i n ·s t n  h is chamber i n  
t lw < ' \'l' 1 l ing he· i .' c · ] n,e l )· gu a rckd t i l l  
I110rl l l l l g. 

" l l : t ,;  i l v  �\ i l l. ,.;nY:t l l t '-' ' " I ,., ·as t h in k -
i n ,:.; < > 1. t i l l' (;; ].;,. nwss:1 gL· t h at  had l u red 
the  1 . ad1· t ' l u t h i l d e  fr. ,nt t he ca,.;t J e  t h a t  
morn i n g .  

" ( l n c·. ' '  l w  
: ; a ; ned l ' i t ·rr,· .  
h int ."  

� t n,;\\· , . r, ·d--' ·  a Yar l e t  
11 h "  11 :1,; c · : t p t u rvd \Y i t h  

. . .  \ nr l  l ' i ,Trl' h : t s  :t c ·cr·s,.; t n  h i m ? " 

. . I � \· n i gh t . "  I I , . l o o k L·d a t  me \\' i t h  
: 1 1 1  U l 1' 1 'oh·n q u L·st i o n  o f  \'a gue concern. 

" ! ) . , )' < ll 1  ,:.;u a rd t h i s  ! ' inn· ; " 
" \\ ' I n·. no . l l v  g< >L'S a u d  , · . ,me,;. B u t  

hl' i ,; �� . st u p id fel l < >\\ . . .  
' · I \\' < Ht ld semi t h is  i,· l l mY P ierrL· 

:t l\·:n·. " l s; t id . .. I l e  m a 1· \\T i l  he i n  
, · , nnm u i t i < ' �1 t i < > 1 1  \l· i t h  B:l is i g n a n . ' '  

T i l l' ( ' o u n t  ( ; u i l l :l ll llll' l ooked a t  m e .  
' · 1 11· i l l  do t hat ."  he :; a i d .  ' · \'ou a n· 

r i .C(h t .  T h e n• is r L t t 1g rT < d. L ·ommn t l i • ·a
t ion .  

. . . \ n d  I h e  Seigneu r I l u gues. " [ \\'L' t 1 t  
u 1 1 .  " must h e  mad e t "  Sl'l' t iH' nece,;si t 1· 
u f  \l i t hd ra \Y in g h is lllL·n from [ o l in . " 

. 

. \ sha r p . m eta l l i c  Yoice broke
. 

i n  o n  l l l l'. 
" The Se i gneu r ll u gu r•,;," i t  said, " \\· i l l  

m i n d  h i s  m1·n a ffa irs. a nd \l· i l l t han k ot h · 

cr,; to m i nd t h e i r,; . "  
I turned. A t  t h e  t a pestried e n t rann· 

st ood a gaun t . soml Jer stranger. pla i n !  y 
a man of t h e  type t k t t twnc m igh t O\'lT· 
r irl l· . l i e  c n t nL·d t i l l '  room l :J z i h·. t h n·\1' 



604 T H E C A V A L I E R. 

a �\u l t  gl ance a t  J e l l  a n  and the l .ady 
( ' l othi lde-11· h o  had facnl about at t he 
suuml of h is n>ice a nd no1\" stood 11 it h 
t heir backs to the IYi ndoiY-thcy L·yed me 
11·i th pro l onged insol e nce . 

" \Yho i,.; thb Yar l et. ( i u i l l a u t m· ?  . . he 
d emand ed . his e1·e st i l l on me. 

" ::\o var l e t . ' ' e :\:p la i ned < ;u i l l aumc, 
l " !enching and unckn < "h i ng h is hca1·y 
hand as i t l a v on t ill '  t ab le . '' N"o Yarkt,  
hu t an eu ,-o,: from the k in g . " 

" A  varl �t of a ya rlc t , t hen."  l l c 
la ugh ed b i tter l y . 

So this  11·as H ugm·s d" Conny. T ruly 
a formidable  person. 

He no11· a ;.rain sta n·c l  at nw. 
" \\"LJ [ . fe ! ]m\· , ' '  ! J e  S3id,  " i f \"OU halT 

no name. ,,· h;l l does the m;tster 1� ho h i res 
1·ou \\·a l i t  of t he C'om te de :\ [ escun ? "  
. 

I l ookc·cl a t  h i m  fu l l .  
" \i'hat h i s  maj esty desi re:; " [  t he 

Comte ell' :\l cscun is of no C(li JCern to the  
C'omte de \ l escu n's stc11·arcl-1Y hi < " h  I 
presume �·ou may be. ' '  

The al!>'�l l'f m a v  souml rash . i n  t hat 
i t  wou ld tL· nc l  to

. 
anger the Se igneur 

I l ugu es. That \Yas j ust IYhat I 11 ish ecl 
! o  do : for a man uf sharp 11· i t is L'l·er 
at h is 11 orst 11 hen a ngry. 

Hut he sh i ft ed qu ick l y. 
" O h. I u m.lerstand, l\ I a,tcr Foucart ' '  

-so he h a d  alrcadv l earned m v  n ame 
from th e scryants-- ' ·  1 un d crst ,;nd the 
d i llicu l t ics o f  your pos i t i on . But. t h ink 
of the d i llint l t i es of m i ne . ami 1·ou IY i l l  
forg ive t lw l >i t krncss o i" n t y t ongue. I f  
you were i n  the JHl\Yl'r o f  a brothe r 1\lJO 
aspired t o  p l a y  t h e part o r  < 'c 1 i n-''  l-I e 
paused to sneer at Guil laume. 

I sa11· t l t..:  n· in,.; sta n d  ou t n n  t he · ·mtnt"s 
face, saw h is ;;hou l dns hcaYe con-. 
nt l si ,·c l l·. 

" \-(<."  con t i HUC'd I r u .c:u ·. ,.;. " m y own 
! >ruther 11· o u l d  k i l l  nH· i t" he dared. But 
he knmys th at >-t!Ch ;1 < ked wou l d  bri ng 
t he nol > i l i t 1· l >uzz in c; a ro u n d  h is hl';td l ike 
hornet:; . ' '  

· 
\i " i t h l ha t  he l aughed . and 

aga in  Cou n t  ( ; u i l laumc st ruggled to h o l d  
h imsel f i n  ckck. 

And no11 t he Lady ( ' lnth i ld e g l ided 
fnnYard from her p lace at th e 11" indo11· 
:�nd con fronted the sna rl i ng s<ip,"ll < 'lll". 

" S h ame on you. I-I u gucs : " she cried. 
He l ooked a t  her 11 i t h  a cool eye. 
" True, l a d v  sist . r. my tongue docs run 

a11·av \Yi th nw. Hut 11·h at IYnuld you 
haYe ? I am a h u m i l iated pri soner . ' ' 

" \" ou need not be, " she rl't unH.:d. 
" N eed I not ? " H is tone IYas l igh t , 

and his mann er conYincecl me t h a t  he h ad 
some project afoot of wh i ch tlt c ( ' ount  
( ; u i l l aunw did not  d ream . 

l l c 11·ou l d not n·n ture to b r i n g  the 
�cuesc h a l  ( ; i ! bert aga inst the ca�tlc. I 
n:'asoued. for t h a t  would force C u i l laumc 
to e:-;tn·mcs. But 11·hat of R a i ncmon t ? 

cou l d i mag ine t llat t ll i s Ui lm.Jcome 
su i tor for the hand of the I. ad v C l o 
t h i lde h a d  st i rred t h e  nJUntry strongl y 
against ( ;u i l lau mc de :\ l escu n .  I f  the 
nohi l i t v stoocl back o f  h im. R a i n c nHmt 
m igh t 

.
bring h i s  0\Yn forces aga i w; t  the 

cast l e . For t h is t here cou ld be no d irect 
bl ame upon H ugucs de Cornay. \Vhat 
more natural than that  R ainemont should 
Jirst  t n· to  abduct the Ladv C l oth ilde " 
:\ncl t l; a t  Hugucs \Yas i n  

.
su ch a plot 

scenwcl to me certa i n  from the fact tlnt 
h is sen·an t  h ac! brou gh t the message 
which l ured the  laclv from t h e  ca:;tlc.  

But at  the presci1t juncture all  th is 
was no more t kll t  a surm ise . 1 a d 
dressed myse l f to l l ugm:s. " Y ou have 
asked me. seigneur, wh at is m y busi ness 
\l i t h  t he C'omtc de \ l escun . 1 am here 
because the king desires that this  u n 
h a ppy embroilment shall  end ."  

" Ah ! "  H u gu cs bowed 11· i t l t  m ock i n g  
d e ference. " T hen i f  you can  per:-uad c 
m 1· surl v  brother to set me at l ibc:·rt v, a l l  
11· f l l  he

. 
liT! I . "  

. 

" Provided." sa id I .  ' · that  1·ou first 
ret i re your forces fwm Jol in, u n <in bonds 
of for-feiture." 

He t urned h i s  h1 ck o n  :ne, and spoke 
to Cl o t h i lde.  

" \\"ho is  your , · , nn ] ';! l l ion at  t h e  IY i n 
clo\\·, l a d y  s i�tcr ? "  

S h e  i<;oked at h i m  IYi t h  l en] eyes . 
" One who came h i t h er w i t h  \ [ aster 

Fou cart. " 
" Oh .  I kno1Y h is name." ,;a id I l u gucs. 

" Dut 11·hat  i�  his mission herL· ? ( 'ome 
nearer, Se igneur d L· Tarro loys. "  

J chan  did  not  budge: from l i  i ,;  place 
at t he IY indow, hut l ooked st ea d i l y at t he 
hard-breat h i n g  Cuil l aume. 

" T he Seigneur de Tarrol oys," said 
( ; ui l l aumc slmd 1·. " sa1·ed our si ster 
from peri l t h i s  n{orn i ng. A Y i l l a i n h ad 
:-;eized her and would h ave carried her 
away hut for tl1e ,,· , -ignotr's arr i1·a l . "  

" Ah . "  ,;aiel H ugues, " and d i d  our 
sister t e l l  you wh o this  Yi l lain IYas ? "  
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" S he· k m• ,,- h im nut . " sa id ( ; u i l l a unw. 
" T hen."  s;1 id H ugm·s. ' ·  I ! 'an l l' l l  

\'<lU . " '  
" I I u gm·,; : " Tlw f .ach· C l < • t h i l ck ' ,;  

YOil 'c came i n  q u ick protbt. 
Hut h e- cl i ,;rega rclecl hn. 
" I t 11·a,; R ai nemPn t . "  he j e.: red . 

'' Even· 1 ·ar lct in 1·ou r cuu rl\·ard . kno \1·,; 
i t. h ro i hcr. You ;; l , tH· a re ignora n t . " 

" \\ " ! t a t ) · · ( ; u i l l aunH' ,;pran.� t o  h i ,; 
fvd. 

" \'e,;," snec·red I f u gues. " i t ''"a'  my 
friend and 1·our cnem1·-Ra i nenwn t .  . \  

. . 
prett y  guard �-uu keel •- · · 

B e fore an :,· o f  us k n nY w h a t  11·a,; t o 
h appcn. ( ; u i l la u m e  S\\' l l t l g  h is a n n .  I l i.; 
hand st rul 'k  lbt aga i n ,;t t he cheek u l· 

I-Iugues. 11·lw. t ak en U I W II·a n·,;. IH· n t  1 1 1  
the flo o r. H e  11 a,; q u i l 'k l y  o 1 1  h i,; fn· t . 
howeYer. n·acl�· ft>r Pns l au g h t . ; t n d  I ,a ll" 
h i s  eye j ump tP a ,; t a nd pf ha t t l e-:t. \e.; 
;q,;ainst t h e  nca r \\·a l l .  

( ;u i l l a u me ga t hered h im,;vl f  for a ru.; ] J .  
H i,; en·,; \\TIT hloocl -rvr l .  B u t  be fore· h e· 
c o u l d

.
c h a rgc fo n1 a rd J c·h;: n  had hou mkd 

acTo,;,; t he room and sei zed h i m  b1• t lw 
shoulcLr-;. \V i t h  a strength inne;I i b k. 
the 1·ou t h  forced the l 'oun t  ku·k t u  h i ,; 
chair .  t hL·n t u n !l'd t < l  I I ugtll'" ·  

" S hame : · •  he nil-e!. '' ( ' u 11 ;tr d  I I· 
kn igh t . to force the te tn per , f  �·our < ;q • ·  
tor : "  

H ugue,; hu11·ecl . l l is cnm po,; u r c  had 
rdumed to ] J i m .  

" \' ou arc r igh t . " lw !l1( l ( 'kl'd. " You t h  
i s  ah,-a ,·,; r ig h t . " T h L' I I .  t u  h i ,; brot he r : 
" Ad it>t;, ( ' a i n . "  \\' i t h  t h a t  he m:nt front  
the room. 

C I L\ P T J ·: R  V .  

I G T .i\ X C E D  it t  t l ! v  Lad ,· C l o t h i ldl'. 
H er cbceb. 11· h i cl 1  had f:;WI\' 1 1  p a k  
\Ylwn ( ; u i l laume',; ragl' broke fort h.  

IYcre t ! l) \1' f(b\'. and I nutcd that  her n·l's 
were fi sed oi1 J eh an. ,,· lw IYa,; look in g  
gri m l y a t  the opt'n door t h ro u gh 11· h i c h  
HugUt'' had l e f t  t he l 'ha mhn . 

At length J L·han t u mcd to 1 1w .  

" A  bad a lTa i r. "  lH: ,,· ! J i,;pcrc·d . " ! :or 
the lady's sake. there must he 1 1 < >  nwrL' 
of i t . "  

I nodded. I t  ,,·as i nd L·l'd a b�t d a ffa i r. 
So I beckoned t h e  Lu h· :1  II';\,. r ,., Hn 1 1 l' r  
brut her.  

' ·  \ ' ou r bro t l ! L· rs  m tht nut  l11L'L'l aga i n .  
,;aid.  
" I  hay ,· fc·a r<'d t h i< ' ,;lll' n:p l i ,·d . 

'' For many !ll l l n l  h :.; m a t  tcrs \\Tl'l' qu iL· t . 
hut ll' i th in  the l a,;t r,.,,. da 1·,; ( : u i l b unw 
has hl'cn goaded as ,-,u han: ,,.,· 1 1 . "  

" Th e n . h ;l \' < '  t i :L· S l' i gncur l l u guc,; 
, ·unfinvd to h i ,; c h a m l w r  hv cb y a,; II L' I i  
:t,; h1· n ight .  T l l l'n: i s  some t h i ng a foot .  
l a<h·. · ·  

, ; 1 k tH< \1 . .
. 

s lw :-c:1 i d .  " I ktl'<' fv l t  i t  
i n  t l w  a i r. I kt l'c' St:L' I l  i t  i n  t h t: changed 
m:l l l l t l' r  o f  my brot h ·"r I f u gues." 

' ·  Do 1·ou k t t0\1' a bo."  I a,;kcd. · · t ha t 
even· a t t

.
a l'k ll' h ich t i l l' C ou n t < : u i ! LmnH· 

t hus. ma ke,; u pon his hro t h n  \\ i l l  l ll' 
b ru i t ed t h rough t he ,_·ou n t n· and used tu 
i t tnea,;e t he 1 • n ·_i ud in· a .�ainst  h i n t ? · · 

" l l o 1 ou t h i n k  ,;o ) " 
• · I a1;1 < ' lTt a i t t  u f  i t . "  
I t u mcd t o  { ;u i l b umt·. 11 ho  " t i l l  ,;; 1 t  

hrnod i n g. h i ,;  f:wc ,cu ffu,;vd.  
" S i r  < ' l l tl l l t . ' '  1 ,;a id . " I  l •q.; t ha t ,., . u  

l ook ; : t  l l l ll ' l' l u  1·ou r brot her's ,;L· n·a n t .  
Pic rrt•. 1 I , . t n us t not  < 'a rn· t h is Ill' II., 
abroad . ' '  

( ; u i l la u n lc· grt �a t t , · , J .  
" ( > h .  t k t t  I ktn· , t ru, ·k  m 1· i m >thcr : 

But  h L· enraged ll lL' : I 11·a,; l >L: I'l>nd c · o 1 1  
t r o l . "  

• · \ om· n f  U" '" h "  ,;a 11· i t  ! ' � I l l  hla m · ·  
nm. "  l s;1 id  ,;oo t l i i 1 1g h· .  

. . But the ,; t o r\' 
�Yi l l  l •c: d i,; t o r t t·d t'o r  t he car' . .  t. nt l H:r;. 
Sn l ook t o  P inn· . "  

1 I c  rou ,ct·d h i n JsL· I t' a nd ca l l ed a 
S('J'\' a ! l l . 

" Tab· t l 1 c' \ 'arkt P i e rre." he ordered . 
' ' and p la n· h i n t i 1 1  t lw donj o t t . "  

The '<'rYa n t  rctt: rm·d a l tL·r a fv 11· mo
ment ,;, IY i t h  a fr ighte n ed fan· .  

" l\1 1· lorcl , "  he ,:a id.  • · Pic· rrL· ha,;  j u ,; t  
r idden.  from t i l ( ' , ·ast l e ."  

C u i l laumc j u t n pu l  t o h i s  fee t .  
" ,\ ft,· r h i m : . . lw nicd .  
" \\'a i t . " ,;a i d  I .  ' · I . c t  me ,;end Ill \' 

.;c·n·ant .  S i mon (' rou;1 1· . "  
{ ; u i l la u mc. '"ho  aJ .

-
( 'l'a rl'd t o  I H: dazed 

l >y the couro;c' n f  l'n·n ts. �-ielckd . 
I n  a shor t t i me l 11·a;.; ta lking to S imo1 1 .  
" l .i,;ten. • ·  I ,;a id . " \'on arc a ,;cn·a n t 

t o  t h e· S e nc,;ch a l ( : i l l >crt de B::� i,; igna n . "  
Il t· n w t  m y  c:,-c,; c;q u a rl'ly .  \\' i t h  t he l' \ · 

pres,;ion nf nne IY 110 ha,; II'C' ighed t h,· 
chances and ( ' ;ts t  t h e  cJ iL·. 

" T  ::�m ro11r ,,.n·a n t. \f a,; tcr Fuucart ."  
he s:J id .  

. 

1 l a id m1· kmd on l 1 b  .;]wulckr.  
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. .  Yuu han� not my learn i ng. S imon , 
but ,-ou set� :1s I sec and t hink as l think.  
Tlw· king has need of men l ike you. 
Sern me \Ye l l  in  th is present a ltair. and 
be assu red uf your pn· fennent 11· i t h t h<� 
k ing."  

, ;-- ( ; J:.Hl l y  . . . he s a i d .  
" Tlu:n. ta ke a "'· i i' t lwrsv a n d  ride 

�1 it n this fc l lo \\' l ' inn·. k i l l  h im-o r, 
l >cttn. bri ng h i m  ba d;. i f  you can."  

He \Ya� gone on t h e  instant .  
l w en t back to ( ; u i l laumc, 11· h o st i l l  

�at i n  h i s  rlw i r. J chan and t h e  I .ady C loc 
t h i lde ncar him.  

" Si r  cou • J t , "  I sa id .  " as � 1  mat ter n f  
precauti <n. you w ou l d lH:' tter pn · parc for 
an attack." 

" I l mr ,.;]wu l d  t h a t  be ) "  h e  demanded. 
. .  \\ 'ho 11 l l u l d  � 1 t t a c k  me ? "  

" Pnh�l j JS I i • l  one : hut there is mis
chief  i n  the  a ; r.  I I < > ll' arc 1·ou pro
, · isioncd ? ' '  

" :\ en f l lr a long :-'Jl'gl'. 
" T hen. i f  1 may cHh·isc. get your sup

p l ies in,  and ca l l  i n  a l so your ful l  forces." 
l c:han ancl t lw l acl v both noclckd t he i r  

a,.;�en t.  and , t l m s  bac-ked. my a<h·ice had 
i t ,; mci gh t . 

I t hen gan· t o  t l w  count m �· rca,;tms 

for t h i n k in g·  t hat  :m � 1 t t �l l ' k  m i g l 1 t  be: c.\
pected . te l l in g h im o f  our meeting at 
l ol i n  \Y i t h  Rainc:mont and the Seneschal 
·B ais i gn:m . and putting t \YO am! t 1Yo to
gether for him.  Reluctant l y  he a greed 
11· i th m \· su rm i se:' . 

The .order' \\ l'l'l' g i n·n .  a nd a l l  th at 
cla�- carh brou g h t  prm·isions from t he 
to\\. J l .  a nd mL·,.;,.;engers ,.;coured t he county. 
· ·arrying t he \\ onl to t i l <: vas,.;ab and mcH
a t -arm:;. B�· morning of the l l l' .'\t  cla y  the 
,·a�t l c  \Yas garr isunc:d t o  rcs i,.;t a strong 
hcsiegcn1L'n t .  Bu t th is is a n t ic ipat ing 
c n'nh 1\' h i c h  h a n· not yet p l ace: i n  t he 
urdcr o r  I l l \' n a rra t i n· .  

I n  re p ly. to my fu rt her que�t ions. t h e  
bch· t o l d  m e  t hat I l ug ucs had been 
p laced in h i s  c haml H.:r, under l ock , a 
guard a t  the door . I requested speech 
1•: i t h  h i m. and t hi �  11· : \,; soon arran ged , 
,.;o that  be fore l on g I stood in the locked 
· · hamhcr. 

Th e Se igneur H u gues \\'as leani ng 
�1 gainst �l n arrow casement of the tower. 
Var lwlmY. the pl ain sp read away tmYard 
1 ol in, and in the d istance was the low. 
�brk l ine  of the forest.  He turned as 
t he l ock cl i ck<:d a fter me.  

" \\-el l .  trouhl c:-maker, ' '  h e  ,.;aitl.  
· ' The epi thet i s  one t hat you your:;cl f 

desLTVe, " I rep l i ed . ' ' You arc the root 
of a l l  the difticu l t ie,.; here." 

" I make no t roub l e that docs not I ie 
\Y i t h i n  my right,.; . ' '  lie c·ame tmYard me, 
and stood w i t h  one foot on a l u 11· stool, 
leaning fon1·ard. his ell.H>IY on his ra ist:d 
knee. " Listen, .i\l aster Foucart , the king 
i s  meddl ing here  in a matter \Yhich he 
does not underst and . The f orcst of ] ol in  
i s  ri gh tfu l l y a,.; much mine as m y  broth 
er's. I 11·as i n  doubt a t  t h e  t ime o f  my 
fathn's deat h . hut l \ras t hen too young 
tn k now my rights. ' '  

H is manner \Yas no11· d irect a nd free 
from the taunts and sneers IYh ic h  he h ad 
u sed to goad h is brother. 

" \Vhnenr i s  in the r igh t . "  I said,  
" you kno11· t hat t he king cares l i t t l e .  li e  
desi res mere l v  t h a t  h v  some l l l l'ans t he 
d isp ut e he :;ctt lcd ,  t h e� roya l t i t hes paid, 
and the levies me t . I t d l  vou franklv 
that,  i f  you let  the present situat ion con-
t inue, h e  \Yi l !  send an armv." 

' '  Oh.  come. :\ I ast<: r J.:oucart. You 
k no 11· t ha t  \H>U l d ru:;L m u re t han I .ouis 
, -,nl',.; to pay." 

'J i gnored t h i ,.;. 
" I f  I aid you t o  escape, ' ' I sa id. ' ' \Y i l l  

y o u  p rom i,.;e to 11· i thclraw from J oli n ? " 
" 1  \Y i l l  p rom ise not h i ng." he repl i <:(l . 

" :\I y  :; i t u a t i on 1s st ronger t han you 
1 h i nk . " 

I t  seemed 11 i ,.;c to k t  h im l >L· l icve t h a t  
1 ,;u,;pu:tcd not h ing o f  h i s  pl ans. To 
t r ick him \Hmld h ave 110 real value i n  
:<o h· ing t h e  difficult y, f o r  as soon as h e 
d iscon·rL·d that  he had hcL'll made a fool 
of he \Yon ld repeat  h i s  aggression,;. N n, 
l would I 1 ave to contrive a permanent 
basis o f peace, by some plan \Yhich 
\Yould a ppeal both t o  h i m  and to the 
Connt ( ; u i l l au me . T\ f oncv. I knew, woultl 
not buy him, unless niuch more \Ycrc 
o tTerecl . than t h e  king mmlcl he " i l l ing 
to pay. 

:\[y frame of m ind 11·as not happy . 
unless 1 succcl'dccl in mv \York at :\I es· 
cun, the k i n g  11·as real l y  qui te capable of 
'<:mling me to Bretagne. as he had 
t h rcatc:Jll ·d. I t  ,.;ccmcd as i f  I might han� 
t o  make for I ta l v, a fter �J l l .  As you w i l l  
han� guessed, I lwd t h ough t that by 
t rying to bring abou t a match he
t \\Ten J ehan and the L1d y  Cloth ilde t 
m i g h t  force the ] , ro t h crs t ogether : hut 
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llOiY I found t h a t  t i l l' central po i nt of 
t he i r diiien:nce ira.; t h L' d i sposit i on o f  the  
si.; ter's  hand . 

I 'aid l i t t le  nwre in t h is in terYiew. 
ll ugues ,,·as unshakab l e . So. in t ime. I 
\YCI� t to t he door a n d  k nockni. and the 
guard let me ou t . 

T hen came t o me S i mon C rotw�·. d is
appointment 1ni t ten on h i .; face. 

" I  fo l l mYecl the t racks of l ' i erre 
almost to T ol in , ' '  lw said.  " hu t  I had t o  
t urn hack.

· 
A grou p of  r iders pu rsucd me 

part of t h e  way." 
" Oh ,  ,,·e] l ,"  I sa id . ' · i t  i s  no th ing 

aga inst you . l i e  had a long start .  But 
"·e sha l l Sl'l' li ght i ng no11·." 

I to ld him t u  keep a sharp eye on 
the peop l e  of t he cast l e. t o  he sure t h a t  
none o f  t he m 11 a s  in tow·h 11· i t h  R a i nec 
mont or the Scnesch a  I Ha isignan. 

The mbchicf had been clone . There 
11·as l i t t k  doubt t h a t  R a i nemont would 
soon comL' be fore the ca,;tle .  As I t ur ned 
to go back throu"·h t i l<' ,·prr idors t here 
was

� 
a l ready much"'bus t l i ng abou t .  ' I l eal')' 

wagons laden with grain 1\'Cre creaking 
i nt o  t h e  court1·arcl ouhicle t h e  casements 
,,·h ich I passecl .  ( l u t  on t he pla in .  men 
m.:re d r i1· ing in c a t t k.  \ l esn1 1 1  was pre
l 'aring for siege. 

It \Ya� well t hat the castle qood a pa rt 
from t he tOIYn, IYh i ch IYas n ot \\·a i led . 
\\�i th t i le  smal l force at ( ; u i l la umc's 
command . it \You l cl l ie eas ier t o  defend 
th e castl e  bv itsel f. 

I asked a ·\'ariel  IYh ne the Count ( ; u i l �  
laume could h e  found , a n d  l e arned tha t 
he was em p l oyed w i t h  a l l  these prepara�  
l ions-keepi n g  check on th e provisions 
that  were brough t in and rcce iYing the 
\'assa Is as thev arriYell . 

I ncleecl . t he. stir in the castle a ffected 
me w i t h  a contag ion o f  e x c i temen t . I 
had ne\·er served in hattie.  n or d id I care 
to, and I wondered hoi\' I shou l d fare 
if R aincmont succeeded 1r i t h  a l eaguer. 
I did not bel ieve that  he mmld clare to 
injure the king's accred ited sen·an t . con
temptuous o f me t hou gh he \Yas. And 
as for J eh an-wh y. fi ght i ng was his 
vocation. No came to fear for him. Such 
fine vouths as he arc not horn to be kil l ed 
on t i1eir fi rst field. 

The sword had put mind in t he back
ground. "\\'here was my cunning ? \Vas 
youn g J ehan r i ght ? \V�1S the strength of 
the ::trnl s t i l l the fi n�1 l  solut ion nf d is-

pu tes ? And craft, l i ke t he k ing\, l ik� 
m i ne-did i t  mere l y  postpone the solu·. 
t ion ? 

I l ooked llo1Yn at m1· black scholar's 
garb, w h i c h  showed so .p lain l y the thin
ness of my l imbs . A pret ty figure \Yas [ 
for scenes l i ke t h is : A ncl yet--I knew 
that  m ind must IYin.  

,\ t t h i s  momL· n t  I pa ssed an a rras�hu ng 
d LH > r ll·ay. through IYh ic h  came the sound 
o f  a Yoice.  Pausing, [ s i len t l y drew the 
lwaYy folcb aside and l ooked w i t h i n .  Be· 
fon· a l oom sat the I .ady C lo t h i lde, deft l y  
11 ea 1· ing a t apest ry . 

H er lingers carriL·d the colored t h read� 
h�wk and fort h. hack and for th , in a 

motion of grace· t h a t  lYell became her. 
I w i l l not sa\· t h a t  she l ooked l i ke a 
prin<Tss. for a l l  the  princesses t hat I haw 
cn'f ><L'l' l l  \H'I'l' up; 1 y to t he e�·e : but she 
l ooked as a princess ought t o  l ook. And 
by her side stood J ehan. gazing clown a t  
her  fi n gers a s  t h l'y s l ow ly 1\'0\'C the  pi cture 
o f  o l d  h iston·. 

ThL·y 11 otilrl not ha,·e seen me. those 
t iYO. had I en tered the room : t hev '"ould 
ha rd l y haYe heard me h ad I spoken . 

" :\ ncl w hat is t he picture, l ady ? . , 
J ekm was saying. 

" I t shows the bat t l e  o f  Ronces,·a l le,;. 
IY here l'oun t  R <> land IY i thstoocl the Sara 
LTn,;.  

" I t i s  nn· beaut i fu l . "  h e  sa id-ami . 
to my eyes. l;c appeared t o be gazing not 
a t  the  p ic t ure but at the l ady' �  ha i r . 

" Sel' : " She ha ! ted i n  her \YOrk and 
po i nt ed a ta per fin ger t o  the loom. 
" H ere is Count R o land h inbc l f. w i nd i ng 
1 he h o m  1Yl 1 ich ( ' har lemagnc heard so 
many m iles away, though he came too 

l ate to save th e noble kn i gh t from death."  
J chan sighed .  
' ' A h. t h e y  were Ya l orous i n  t hose cla,·s : 

Count Rola;1cl fought to the d eath agai ;1st 
an onr w helm in g horde. Lady, t h a t  i ,;  
IYha t I cou ld ll' ish t o  do for \'OU." 

Jlc had taken from his . helmet the 
r ibbon which sh e ga1·e him in the morn
i ng and had faste ned it upon h is c l oak : 
no 11· he raised it gra\·e ly to h i �  l ips . 

" To t h e  death ? ' ' she fal tered. her 
h ead clown toward her id l e fi ngers. " No. 
sf'i.r.:·llotr. do not ,;ay that .  It  i,;  better to 
liYe." 

" ' To l i\·e w i t h  honor : to d i e \Y i t h  
valor  '-ladv. that  i s  the m otto o f  1111· 
h othl' . " 
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She  repeated the wonb softly : " ' To 
l ive w i th honor ; t o die \Yith valor.' S<ig
!lt'l/1", you w i l l  clo both.  B u t  fi r:;t you must 
l ive-w i t h  h onor." 

He leaned down to l ook at the pidure. 
Fl is  l i ps \Yerc dose to her hai r. 

" I f I could l ive a� that  knight  l i l'l�d . " 
he sa id . " �nHl d ie as he d ied. t h l're is no 
more { cou ld ask, except-c.'\CL'[Jt suc ·h 
love as. I doubt . he ne\·er knnY . "  

She turned h er face up to h i m . Long 
thev looked i nto each ot her's <.:vcs. and 
no ·sh ame \v as in her face for t l{e frank
ness of her gaze. hut o n l y t he st n:ngt h  
o f  such l ovi ng recogn i t i on as comes t o  
few. A n d  I e han 's face  w a s  fi l l ed \Y i th  
rad ia n t de\'(;t ion. 

A t  last sh e· ben t a ga i n to her \York. She 
d id not speak. but 

'
l l n  Jingers now and 

again l ingered tenderly \Yi t h  the th reads. 
as if in symbol o f  her ren:ric .  A nd I ehan 
stood as 

·
i n  a dream . 

· 

Soft l v  l stol e awa\·. and left them to 
\Ycaw t h e i r  hearts i i1to t hat picture of 
ancien t batt le .  

C H A P T E R  V I .  

Ti l E  D I S L\ :\ 1'  C J . E .\ l\L 

OF what befel l dur in g  the remainder 
of t h a t  day ancl in t h e  ear l y  h ours 
of the next-of t h e  feast, \Yh e n  

1i f ty figll t i ng-men s a t  about the board i n  
the great ha l l ; of the g ro\Ying J on· o f  
I e han a n d  the I .acl v C l oth ilde ; of t h e  

; · l a tter o f  arms i n  t l{e cuurtvarcl. a n d  t h e  
grunts of the var lets 1\" ho c{rried t h e  few 
cannon to the c:mhrasu re� ; o f  th e ne1-.·s 
t hat came to me that  t h e  Sc: i gncur H u gucs 
c ·ontinuecl to �i t in nwck i n g si l t:lll'l' in h is 
prison t cmL·r-o f a l l t h i s  I ' need �ay l i t t l e .  

I t  surpri;.;ed me at ii rst th at the C o u n t  
( ; u i ll aume s o  readilv 1 · ielded to m1· ad 
v ice t o  p repare hin.Jsel f aga inst attack. 
But,  i n  truth . h e  \Yas at  hi,; \\"ib' end to 
k now h o 11· to al ' l : and. t hen. to his ,.:ol
c l i crl y t ra i n i n g t l l l' ad v i ce had :.l ] ' ['t:a led 
; \S a sound precaution. i n  t h l'  f'arry i ng out 
" r  wh ich he cou ld fi nd n-nt for h i s  
, ·h a li n g  energies. 

I ndeed, as the hour,; pa,;sed. h e hec·ame 
m ore ch eerfu l . The p ruspect o f  batt l e 
l n·ought ou t l1 i s surer traib. He knew 
the st rength of  h is castle. and h e  he
l ien-d t hat a ny a,;,.:aul t ing force \Yould 
1ncc·k ihe l f  :1 gai n� t  his lYa l L ;  and l eave 

h im stronger t han be fore. That much 
he prodaimecl at  the feast, and all gob
lets \\"CIT drained when h i s  won.ls were 
done. 

I remem ber ho 1\" he stood by h is seat, 
h i s  l egs braced apart l i ke p i l lars. h is face 
a fi re with zea l . ancl t hundered a ssurance 

of his st rengt h . l i e would not speak too 
cldinite ly  concern i n g  the enemy, he said, 
but he h ad k mm kdge that  an enemy 
would come. And that enemy \l"ould 
lind a l l  e fforts ,·a i 11 . 

But a hh : 11·hat  fol lmn�cl i� not dt'ar 
to me . The 11· ine nf the  Loi re i� potent , 
and I drank deep ly . J eh an , who sat 
lw,;ide me at t h e  h e a d  of t h e  tabl e, coun
seled me to take no mo re, hut I anS\vered 
t h at . \Ycrc my cup the hemlock of Soc

rates, I 11·ould dra i n it to t h e sucn·,;s of 

Coun t C u i l lanme. 
" Keep your he�1d .  \ f a,;tcr Foucart," 

urged J ehan. 
A t  t h is I l aughed, and told him t h at 

my head would keep. And I sang to the 
rompany a song o f  my 0\1"11 making, the  
same ,,-h i ch \ I astn V il l on had re fused to 
hear. T h e  last t h at 1 reca l l  is t l 1e rll cer
ing which fol l o iY ed my song. 

J chan told me a f tenYard that he car
ried me to h::>d, a fter h e  h ad expla i ned to 
the board that in t h e  veins o r  a man 
whose head wa,; l m s i erl a . . ;  was m i ne. \vine 
surged with double  :;trcngt h .  

But I 'wke i n  t he morn ing . wel l to
'Yard noun . none the \HJrse hut for a 
t h i ckness of thought \\" h i c h  the douse of 
a hac:in o r  col cl 1vatcr soon rem edied. 

And. strangely t•nough, I found myscH 
ahle to l ook upon the probl em of the d;:;y 
with greater aruteness than before. 

The king, I real i zed, h J rl sent me to 
\Iescun too l a te, for at  the time of  our 
arrival t h e  gage uf battle had v irtua l l y  
been cast. \ f  y lwpcs rested o n  J chan 
and t he Lady C ' l o; h i l de.  The brothers, 
Cuillaume and H ugm·s. \H'H' tou far es
t ranged to be l n·uu gh t together. 

.\s the day advanced l sougl 1 t  an i nter
view \ri t h  ( ;u i l l a unw. He \\'as rcst l e:;sl y 
pacing h i �  cabinet, runn ing his  h a n d,; 

( )\'·er a suit of \ ! ibm·,.;L' armor \Yh ich st ood 
i n  a corn�.:r. a n d ra pp i ng h is k nuck l e,; 
a ga i nst the ri ngi ng mdal .  or go in g to the 

casement t o l ook ou t u\'er the pla i n. 
" \Ye l l ,  \fast er Foucart," h e  said, turn

i n g  to me. " \\"C arc \Ye l l  prepared. No\Y 
i f  t l l l' cm·mv \Y i l l  hut c'nme soon - "  
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" Rainemont is impetuous," I said . 

" He wi l l  come ;;oon, i f  he comes at a l l ; 
and i f  P ierre h�;,; rea ched him, he is quite 
omre t o  come. " 

" Curses on my brother's treachery ! " 
l 1 :c muttered. 

" No need for nnsL·:; , . , I protested. 
" Your brother has bl'L'il made a tool by 
th::1t fabc knight .  H e  is in \YOr�;e case 
than v<mrsel f . "  

l-l e .  :; i gll ed heavily. 
" \\'ould I could se� i t  a l l  clearly ! "  
" Then h ear \Y hat I say." I ']Joke 

quickiy, eagerly. " Th e  issue has rested 
\\· i th vuur laclv o :ister. She \HJUlcl have 
none :,£ Raine 1;1unt.  \Vhy could not you 
and the Sei gne ur !-f ugue:·; leave the mat
ter \Yholly  to her choice ? "  

" 1-l ugues would never agre�: to that," 
h e  grumblccl . 

" True. But have you eyes, sir 
count ? " 

" E ve� ? n 

" l (�nT ,., l ll nut  o:cTn ho1v her favor 
l goe:; ? _T eh a n  de Tarro loys \\Tar:; her 

ribbon . ' '  
1 I c looked at  m e ,  startled. 
" That is  a re\vard for service  to her." 
" But  1v hen her eye is on h i m-have 

you nut sccn ? " 
\\" i th an oath be paced a way from me. 
" I \\· i l l  not h ave it," he roared-" an 

lmtrietl strip l ing, a youth with  an empty 
cstat l·. He \Yl;o c < l l;;cs to her must bring 
forl u w�, not tah.c J t .  

" El'l l iccd m e , "  I protested . '' J chan 
d e  Tarro loys, though a youth,  has proved 
l l im.;clf .  H e  1s of gentle birth-his 
shield bears s ixteen qna rterings. His es
tate may be empt y, through famine and 
p lague, but in dustry w i l l  set it right. 
( ; ivc nmr si,; t e r  to h im . ancl she shal l be 
well guarded. " 'u J Cl then t here can be 
no quarrel for the Se i gneur H ugues ."  

l t c  knit h i s  lmms over thk 
" But, T ol i n," h e  said at l ast. 
" Lcav� that to  be adj usted. It '"ould 

go 11·e l l  as your sister's dower ."  
" :�he is  a b d v  amon'\ thousands," h e  

s a i d  p roucllv .  
. 

" A nd T ckm de Tarrolovs is a man 
among a ;n i i l i o n . Bel ieve �1e, sir  count, 
1 know l 1 i m . "  

From his muttcrin,c;,; realized that 
the p l a n  was get t i ;1 g  i b  holcl on him.  

" A few \Yords from the priest , "  I said, 
" a nd all th i n g:' will bc brighter here." 

3 (� 

" l t  is too soon." The count was 
struggling with the idea. " Tarruloys 
ha,.; not yet ,ohmvn himself to me." 

" Then, think it over," I sai d, " ant!  
the sooner the event the better a l l  will  
be ."  

Enough had !Jeen said for the t ime, 
and l left the count with his  t houghts. 

l now sought out J ehan. He was in 
the courtyard, i d l y  watching the varlets at 
their  \York, and now and then exchanging 
conn�rse w ith some of the fighting men. 

" How fares i t  with you, �I .  J ehan ? "  
asked, dra\Ying h im aside. 
" \Veil," he answered. " But there i s  

a fever in this preparation that gets into 
my bl ood . I i tc h to sec the enemy. " 

I la ic! my hand on h i s  shoulder.  
" Ah, m v  youth," I said, " your fever 

is  not all f�>r ·fi ghting. Do not think that 
I have not seen. " 

H is answer was simply given. 
" I l1 ave kno\Yn that you would sec. 

There i:; nu shame to me if all the world 
�ees . "  

" ;\; or t o  her." I sai(l ''obcrly. " You 
deserve wel l ,  ).I. J chan. And my wish 
t o  you i�  the mcc'"'" \Yh i c h  i s  already 
yours for the asking." 

H e  took m y  hand with a return o f  his  
old boyi sh eagerness. 

" You bdic·ve that ;;l1C care.; � " 
" l l e l i c\·e ? \\" h v, do \'Oit doubt i t ? "  
" \nwn I am \Y.i t h  hCJ�, I 1-:n uw. But 

\Yhcn 11·c are ,;eparatccl I haVL� m isgivings, 
I\l astcr Foucart, for then my mind re
fuses to believe what her eyes have told 
my heart. I t  ha,; all  come so quickly." 

I smi led. 
" Yes, qui ckly-to you both." 
" But m y  e:itates are p oor." 
" Love makes a l l  l i fe r ich,"  I an

swered. " \Vithout it the earth 1s a 
desert . "  

H e  mcclitatccl, hope rising i n h is face. 
" Tell mc," l said, " where is the l ady 

now ? " 
" Attending to her duties as clJatelaine. 

There i s  muc·h to occupy her, now that 
the castle  is manned." 

" I f Raincmont comes ," said I,  " sh e  
w i l l  no l onger b e  alJlc t o  take t h e  a ir .  
C o  to h er now,  w h i l e  there is  st i l l  no 
enemy al>out, and ac;k her to talk with 
you on the eastern klltl emenl:i." 

He wa,; awav wi t h out a \Yorcl. 
" }fol d ! " ·I cal led.  H e  returned 
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� w i  rt 1 \', " n o  not he :1 fra  i r l  t< l  f o l lo w 
your f1eart ,"  I �a iri. " I t  i' a I l l' I\' ma:;
t er for you. but. be l ieve me, a �afe one." 

l\[y next  step was to go t o the Se igneur 
Hugues. He IYas more -;i]ent t h a n  when 
l had ta l ked with h i m  the (by before. 

" You know, I suppo�c. that the cast le  
has been garr i�oned and prUI· i ,; ioncd ? " 
I ;;aid to him. 

" l  have ears," be rep l ied . " ;< nd eye•'· " 
I I e waved toward the caseme nt .  1\' ht:>11l'e 

it was poss ible st i l l to :.:c·e the ca t t le  be ing 
dri\'Cn. Such o f  t he herd,; as were not 
brought within the lYa l l� were, I k n e w ,  
being taken to a far corner o f  the county, 
out o f  reach of the e xpected enemy . 

" Your brother can resist a long s iege ," 
I ventured. 

" Long or short, he must yield in the 
end . "  

" But, yourself-what of you ? · ·  I per
s isted. " You must starve \l' ith the rest . ' '  

H e  shrugged his shoulders and smiled 
sardonically. I guessed that be had 
some proj ect o f e:;capc. 

" Do you know," I went on, " that  you 
ha1·c been much befooled b1· Raine-
mont ? "  

" How so ? "  H is 1·o ice \\'a;; tolerant. 
" You think he is a id ing you. I n  truth 

it i s  you who are p la yi ng into his  h a ncb. 
Let him have your sbter, and how l ong 
do you think it wil l be be fore he masters 
you ? " 

A gain the sh rug o f  the  shoulder,;.  
" H e  has set you and tlw count by the 

ears for his own profit ."  1 spoke gran· 
lr and earnest l y. " You r  fam i l y will  be 
rui ned for h i ,;  ag.�rancl i zcmcnt. Your 
sister 1vi l l  suffer in his h a n d .;. Are vou, 
the Se i gneur d e  Cornay. 1\· i l l ing in your 
hea rt to sec al l th is ? " 

Suddenly he stood erect hdore me with 
blaz ing cy

.
es. 

" \\'hat do you think T O \ve my brother ? 
You arc a man o f  cra ft , l\Iaster Foucart . 
Hear me ! I was a l wa1·,; abler than Guil
laume. A s a lad I could outm atch him 
in feats o f  arms, outwit h im i n  argument .  
B u t  he was t h e  older, and, there fore, i n  
t h e  end, b y  our father's command, h e  
would ever ·have h i s  \\'a\·. :\ml \vhen he 
became a great c l umsy knight,  he was the 
head o f  our h ouse. The broader lands 
were h is, and I mmt go to C ornay-to 
Cornay, 1vith it� pasture hi l l ,; ami its nn
thr ivi ng vineyards. 

" Th ink you that was pleasant to me, 
:\!aster Foucart ? Then, hear me a gai n . 
There was a lady. I loved her, but her 
father gave her to Guillaume, and she 
died, ch i ld l ess, \Yithin a vear. I ha1·e 
not married. And why ? H e ,  great 
beast that he is. has al ways h ad every
th i n g. To me i t  has a l lvays been the 
sma 11 port ion . " 

H is outhun;t came to me a-; a great 
:mrprise. I had not expected so to get 
at the heart of the man. 

" Your brother."  I sa id . " may be thick
w itted, with a mind n ot open to 1\'hat i.; 
new, but he is not evil ."  

" Bah ! " He spat .  " I t  i s  j ust that.  
Stupid though h e  is,  he has al 11·ays been 
called ' Guillaume the (;ood . ' " 

" Guillaume t he Good ! " I cannot 
,;how the intense scom w i t h which the 
word� were ut tered, nor can 1 p ict ure 
the bal e ful gl eam o f  the s•ign. · 11r ·s eyes. 

" Too c lumsy to be b::td," he went on
" stuck in the �uts of l i fe : How l hate 
him ! " 

He seized my shnt!lcln,;, gripping them 
11· ith hands tllat hurt me. 

" D o  you know what i t  i,; to h a te ? Do 
y o u  know what i t  i s  t o  wi sh another m a n  
to su ffer ? " A h a r d  l augh broke i n  his  
throat. " By al l the  ;;ainH," he sai cL 
" I  would j o\'ful l v  ha1·e h i m  k i l l me. i f  
only that r;c · m i giJt fed the remor,;c o f  
Ca in ! "  

" But vour sistn. s,·igll < tlr-do you 
wish her harm ? " 

" N' o . ' '  l-Ie softened . " N o. thou gh 
she cl ings to { ;u i llaume. B u t  he b 
d oomed ; I han fi l led t he ear;; of the 
country with m y  wrongs." 

" B ut \Yould you girc hn to Raine
mont ? " 

H e  rel eased his gr ip on my shoulders. 
" Rainemont loYes her." he said . " He 

wou l d  make her a great l ady. ' ' 
" But would she be happ r ? " 
" She would be d u t i f u l . ' '  he returned. 

" and i f  not,  the sorrow would l ie on her 
own conscience." 

" The Count G u i ll aume's refusal i,; 
also hers," I ans1\'erecl . " I t  b her hap
pi n ess that is at stake." 

" Happiness is not for our fam i l y. \Yc 
�hall  fall,  but we shall  fall  l ike stars. 
The lands o f  Cornay a re not ferti l e, but 
the men of C ornav are bran·. For \·car,; 
I h::tYc sa cr i fi ced ·en·ryth i ng to make m y  
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forces strong. But F..ainemont will  do 
the work. I am thank ful for that,  as I 
wou l d not han� mv brother's blood on my 
hand s . "  

· 

' '  SL"ignmr. i f b l ood i s  shed , it w i ll l ie  
upon your h ands.  ( ; ocl \Yi l l  louk t o  the 
fomenter of t b i:; di:.;c or cl . "  

H e  laughed. 
" I f  God l uoks so far as that," he ex

claimed Litter!�·, " he \Y i l l  Ji ncl my 
father'o fanHit ism." 

I t  pained m e  to learn how years had 
nun,ecl sUL·h hatred . ! J u t  I had not clone. 

" lf you are so determined against 
your brother." I argued, " \Yhy not first 
agree to arra n ge t h�n your s is ter sha l l  not 
suffe r ?  F i n d  your i c c.ue i"n S < ! lll <C w:�y 
other than the cl i s ] ' '' � 'al of her hand." 

" In no other \Yay ll' i l l  I\.a incmont 
support m e . ' '  

" \"ou arc frank \\· i t h  n1c, scign ('l/r. '' 
l ooked at him sL·a rchingl y. 

" \Yhv not ? I t is too late for vou to 
undo m}· p l �m-."  

· 

" Il e  not too ccrt:1 i n  of th a t . 1 J ere ,"  I 
beckoned to t h e  cao;ement. B elow u s  was 
extended the ea• tl'rn \\'all  of the battle
ments.  Upon its bro:Hl t op walked 
f ehan and the Ladv C l ot h i l de,  obli1·ious 
to all  but the1meh;cs, conycrs i ng slowl y  
with m a n y  a tender gesture. And a s  I 
looked, T ehan took her hand in his ancl 
raised it.  to his  l ips.  

I turn eel t o  the Seigneur H ugucs.  The 
rage on hi : ;  face m ade me fearful for my 
own safdv. I n  time he looked at  me, 
and hi� n:cs were strangely ccilcl . 

" H ave. vou a hand i1� t!{is ? "  be asked. 
" \\'ho �an foresee or preYcnt the j oin

ing o f  two hearts ? "  I replied. 
" If I 11·ere sure it was vour work," he 

muttered, " I would s tra]][{le vou . "  
I hac! never been 11l'ar�r tc; death, ancl 

it i s  useless to pretend that I was not  
frightened. But I knew t h a t  in such a 
case the best p o l i cy was to diYert atten
t i on to new th i ngs. 

" There a t  least is a fact," r s� id,  
p o i n t i n g  to the l over,;. " Tlwy have but 
t o  go to the chapb i n  a n rl your work is 
und one . Why not admit i t ?  Then let 
Tolin fall  t o  vour sister as a dower. You 
�\'i l l  be rcl ea�ccl , and your brother's posi
t i on \\' i l l  lJC that much the weaker." 

" N ever ! " he exclairnecl .  " You 
would set me b:F-l:: ten \Tars. "  

" F :� t r  h a s  :1 l rcacl y  c1:mc that. \Vhy 

not yie ld gracious ly to Fate, and wait 
your further chance ? "  

" I t  may be a trick," h e  muttered. 
" \' ou may han: set vour s,·ign<'ur t h ere 
t o  fflol m � . "  

. 

" I f  t heir !on: be not true," I said, 
" then my l i fe "l1 a l l  be forfeit  to you." 

" ;:-; o, no. 1 ,..- i l l wait. H a ! " He 
l t:a nccl f < ln\·:nd i n the casement, and, 
,.; had i ng h i ,; eye,; w i t h  his hand, peered 
far out on the plain.  " I-l a ! " he ex
claimed again. " Look, l\I aster Foucart, 
then' is my del inrance. I will wait ! I 
will  \Yait ! Let us sec \Yhat Rainemont 
dues." 

I ,  tno.  peered out on the plain.  The 
>un,  ,.,· h i ,·h  .,.,.a,; fal l in g  i n  the west , threw 
l on g. slant i n ,' �  rays t oward the forest of 
T ol i n, and from the far distance came to 
;ne a sucld�:n gleam-and another-and 
another-and then a long, sparkling line. 
I t  \\'as the Hash ing u [  bright armor. 

" Rainc:mont ! " I w h i :ipered. 
" Yeo;, R a incmont, "  the uigncur 

laugh ed wildly. Then, raising his arms 
in a ge.sturc of unholy j oy, he cried : 
" Th i s  huur marks the end of Guil
IaEme ! " 

C H APTER V I I .  

T H E  C l L\ L l . E :\' G E. 

TH E  a pproach of the enemy had been 
observed bv other eves as sharn and 
eager as the sl'igrzcur's. \Vhen I 

left h i s  turret p rh;on and went down the 
\Y incling stairs to the l c mer halls,  I found 
a scene o f  much �:xcitemcnt. 

The C ount Guillaume in person stood 
i n  the courtyard, superintending the final 
preparations for de fense . The last yokel 
was sent under the portculli ,.; 1Yiti1 h i s  
cart to rumble b a c k  to t h e  t o w n .  and then, 
w i th much creak ing, the clr:11Ybridge was 
raised. EHryth i ng inflammable was 
stored a '.Yay 11·herc n o  l ighted arrow could 
reach i t .  The handful o f  arquebwiiers 
took their  :;tat i oJb on the battlements, 
allCl. w ith them, the archers and cross
bowmen, who hac! lJccn gathered from 
the ccmntry,.iclc. 

:\Ieantime the gleaming l ine seen from 
the 11·al ls  a llCl upper cascnwnts drew 
nearer, though hidden now and then by 
t h e  little gullcys i t  had to trayerse. 

T sought a point of vantage on t he 
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wal l , and for a n  hour watched the on
coming force. Soon I was able to judge 
o f  its strength. At  the front rode a l ine 
o f  armored knights, ful ly s i .,ty of them. 
O n  the flanks wc:re men-at-arms, and be
hind came squires and yarlet:'. The 
fighting number was about three hundred, 
by the estimate of my eye-a furmiclable 
enemy. but scarce ly o; trung e;wugh to at
tack Count Guillaume's Cch t l e. 

\Vould Raincmont wai t  fur the: o;]o\\' 
processes of siege ? That seemed an un
likely policy for one of  his impatient and 
masterful temper. But, perh aps, other 
forces were to jo in  h im , combining a 
strength which would increase the chances 
o f  a successful assaul t .  

I had no longing for  a s iege. I t  
might  be carried on for  months. and eyen 
a fortnight of delay meant t he fa ilure of 
m y  work for the k ing. \\ ' hat mmlcl his  
mal ice be aga inst an agent 1Ylw permitted 
himself to be entrapped within a be
leaguered castle ? But I st i l l bad hope.; 
for the success of 111\' craft-for the Laclv 
Clothilde loved J ch:m.  

· 

The enemy drew up i n  camp l 11·o how
shots from the castle. anll bet1Yeen us and 
the town. Knight,; dismounted. and 
standards were set . A man-at-arm-; 
pointed out to me the banner of Rainc
mont, flaunting bravely in the wind. 
Then he uttered an exclamation.  

" The banner of Cornay � ' '  he cried. 
" Sec, on  the farther flank : " 

So the Seneschal lb i,.; igna n had come 
to the relief of  his master 11 i thout wa i t ing 
for the word I was to  send him hv Simon 
C rouay. I wondered at the s,:ignntr's 
hardihood in order ing thi,.; m ove-for I 
had no doubt that the command had been 
sent to Bai:.;ignan by the servant Pierre. 
The appearance of the arms of Cornay 
w ould but the more enrage the Count 
Guillaume. And then I re

'
inembercd t he 

black view I had been giwn of the soul 
of the Seigneur Hugue,.;. He would wel
come death at the hands o f  hi,.; brother. 

\Vord now came to  me that the Count 
Guillaume desired my attendance at a 
council which he was to hold w i th his 
chiefs. and I hastened to the great ha l l. 
where the principal vassals 1wre already 
gathered. 

At the head of the hall sat Guil laume. 
A squire standing at his right held his 
sword and helmet. Before h im were 

Ragui ! let. Solammes. Charles de Rame, 
and others whom I han! not named be
cause they are not central in mv narrat in· . 
But they. were brave men al( ami lrell
born, and loyal to their l i ege l ord of 
M escun . I looked about for f chan, but 
he had not appeared. 

· 

" �len." sa id ( ;uil laume, h i ,.; words 
coming from hi ,.; l i ps l ike the repeated 
blows of a mace, " t he Comtc de Raine
mont has appeared hdorc our castle with 
an armed force, among 1rhom arc the vas
sal:; of our brother. l l ugues, Seigneur de 
Cornay, 11ow a pr isoner in our hands. 
\Vhat their purpose may be 11e skt l l soon 
learn. Meantime, 11 e arc prepared for a 
stout defense. and though their number,.; 
are greater than ours, lYe wi l l  not hesi
tate ourselves to attack them, if the issue 
should ,;o require. \'uu know our \\Tongs 
-the in grat i tude of our brother, h is 
seizure of To l in, and the mannn in IYh ich 
he ha,;  tt;rned h i s  friends again:;t us. 
\Ve now call on you to stand ll' i th  tb in 
what mar befa l l . "  

Sword� flashed h igh. am! cheers rose 
from a dozen throah. 1 felt puny amid 
all  that show of strength. 

At this moment there came t u  us from 
without the prolonged note of a horn . 
Silent, we waited to learn i ts  s ignifi cance. 
Then the sound of voices. raised to earn· 
across a distance, told us t ha t  a parley 
,,·as in progress, and presently, IYhile lYe 
waited, there came a guard tn announce 
the approach of  a ptm;uivant from the 
Comte de Raincmont. 

" Let him come i n , "  said tbc  count. 
The messenger, IYllo was 110\Y admitted. 

wore the gaudy blazonry of hi,; office, 
with a tabard upon which 11·as embro id 
ered the arms of Rainemont. For the 
trumpery of heraldic device I have little 
regard . I t  has sernd its clay. and it 11011' 
maintains a pomp which I t hi nk is l i tt le 
needed to conduct the businbs of courts. 
The king, my master. has much contempt 
for it .  But to the Count Gui l laume and 
his vassals th i ,; sh o wy fi gure was an ob
ject of respect. 

The pursuivant advanced th rough the 
hall with a measured step, and paused 
m idway of the line of vassals, who had 
made way for him. 

" \Vho are you ? " demanded the count. 
" I am Rouge Croix," the pursui1·ant 

replied, " a  j un ior officer of the Heraldic 
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College of Tou l ouse, a n d  no\Y i n t h e  serv
ice o f  Guy. Cmnte de 1Zaim·mont ."  

" \Yhat i� your me,.;sage ?  " Th� count 
put the queotiu;1 grim] y.  

" I n  the name of ( ;uv, Comte cle  Raine
mont, I require that you set free from 
custody t h e  pcr:;un of your brother, 
Hugues, Seigneur de Cornay, "· ith no 
condition of rclea,.L . . " 

Guillaume lookc:l about at h i ,; men, 
t hen, turn ing again t o  the mc,;scn gcr, 
asked briefl y : " .\rc there any furt her 
deman cls ? " 

" l\[y master requires t h a t  you de liver 
to him as pr iso ner , J eh an .  Seignt:ur de 
Tarroloys, \Y lw JH J \\. ab i cles in your 
castle ." 

" And further ? " The count  \Y;b im
patien t to han all  said.  

" There i s  no fur ther \HlTC1. Fa il ing 
your compl iance, the Comte de Ra inemont 
gives not ice that wi t h in the day, he w i l l  
besiege a n d  attack you. He b ilb me add 
t hat in th is mattn the nu] J i l i t v  of the 
country stancl w itl1  h im, ami that their 
arms ,�· i l l  support h im . "  

I n  th e s i lence t h a t  followecl, the count 
seemed to be cast ing about for t h e  best 
words in \Yh i c h to frame h i :; ans wer. I 
noted that R a i ncmout had sh rc\\'(l l y  l eft 
apart from the is,;uc th e cli spo,;al o f  the 
h and of the Lady C lothilcle. Uut h is 
malignity against J c han was manifest. 
The i gnominy of his ddeat by my be
loved y ou th \Yould fan his proucl temper 
to a whiter ami whiter  heat .  \'t: t  I had 
no fear for J chan, \YlJO \Yas ,;o far above 
th e h u rts of envious pride. 

And now, \Yh i lc  Rouge Cro i x waited 
and the coun t  pondered , throu gh the en
trance a t  the far en d of t h e  hall came 
J chan , and by h i s  side was the Lady 
Clothi lde.  1-I ancl i n  hand they �tood, 
gazi n g on the scene before them. So lost 
had they been i n  their own happiness, as 
I could guess, that the sounds of martial 
prep arat ion had scarcely reached their  
cars. There \vas exa l ted peace on the 
face o f  the youth , and the lacly's eye,; 
�rlowccl w i t h  a tender pride . ' ' 

Swi ft ly I m oved to the side of Cuil
laume. 

" Pardon me, �;ir coun t," I whispered. 
" I must have \YOn! \Y it h  you." 

He frowned at me, amazed at the in
terrupt i on , hut, doubtless recalling t h e  
i mpor tance c; f my posi t ion as the k ing's 

;:� gcn:, ;mel noting  the earnestn ess of my 
cxrres<on. he lea ned \ ( J\I'arcl me. 

" \\"e l l ."  he mutt ered, " be brief.  I t  
i s  not p roper tha t 1 o; ]wuld b e  approached 
at th is momen t . " 

" Sir coun t , du you remember what I 
have said to you regarding vour lady 
sister and the Sei gn cur J chan ? " 

H e  nudckcl. 
" Then let  the  m atch quickly he 

brought to  p�hs. It w i l l \Haken 1\.ai nc
mont's case. Sec. w here the lovers 
stand." 

His eyes f o l l o \ITd m y  ges ture, ami as 
the relatiun hcl \n:en J eh an and the lady 
became clear to  h i s mind a clecper ilush 
spread O\Tr his face . 

" B i d  the puro;u ivan t and your vassals 
ret ire for a \vh ilc ,"  1 \\Tllt on, " and then 
do yon que::[ ion the Se i gneur J chan and 
the ladv." 

He iwdclccl, ancl c l cH i n g  his  throat . 
req u ired all  to lean: t h e  room except 
1 chan and thl' l a clv and 111\'Se!f.  \\ 'hen 
th is Order hacJ  hcell. OlJ(.'\Td QJ1U th e VOU( h 
had mon�d fonvard - \\ i th the 

·
Lady 

Cloth i l cle.  h e  gazed o n them l on g w ith 
his heavy eyes. I n  his  dul l  \Yay he seemed 
to reacl the i r  hearts. 

Finally he spoke : " Seigneur, is this 
t rue ? " 

" Sir coun t , it is true ," rep l ied J ehan . 
with noblL' cl i rcctm·:-:,; of u tterance . " The 
l a dy, y()ur s ister, has giYCn me her heart ." 

The count turned to her. 
" Sister, is this true ? " 
" I t is true , mv brother," sh e answered 

i n  a lo\1· voice . · 

The count bruodL'll . 
" \\'ell . "  he nmttcn:cl at last, " the 

sdgnotr has alrea dy saved her from 
shame. He is bran� ami loyal . T am 
growing older and I h ave no c h i l dren. 
Let i t he a,; you \Y i l l . "  

f ch;m k·;n OYer the lad,·',; hand. \Yh i l e  
,.oh �  t ·ast d u l\'11 a t  h i m  SUl:h  a gracimhly 
loving smile  a.'i I h ad nc\Tr seen. 

1 s pokt: t o  the count. 
" :\ Ta b: this k no\1·n t o R a i nenwnt," 

said, " and �:ummon your l·hapbin ancl  
have the marr i a :.(c ceh:l n·atccl t h i s  vcrv 
even ing ." 

, . � 

A l realh· committee! to the course, he 
o ffered J lO object ions. The pursuh·ant  
and the vaso;al:; \\Trc ca! le,l hack t o  t 1w 
hall ,  ancl t h e  coun t lldin:rccl h i s  answer. 

" 1{ eturn to yL>ur m a c tcr," h e  sai cl , 
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" ancl t e l l  him that  ( ; u i l l aumc. Comtc cl� 
:\ I �:-:c un , clcn i c,; t lw aut lwri l l· o f  h i ,; llL·
mands. Til�  ( :omtc ck R:{incnwn t  has 

st i l l  he r ich a nd strong.  Peace 1s  uppcr
I I J ,_ ) o't in mv m ind to-da 1· . ' '  

I inten·;�lll'(l. 
· 

no cause to demand the· n: lcasc of our " L::tch·. ' '  l said. " IYha tcnT t i l l.' cmwcs
hrother , I I uguc,;, Se i gneur de Cor nay . ,; ion ma�le to  him. the Seigneur d� Cor
wh o b held lwrc un t i l  he ,;hal l consL·n t to nav would not  vet h� ,;a t i s li l'd. H b  
withdraw from our a p pa nage. t i ll' forest m(nd is  frenzied . ' ' . This mav sounc1 as if 
of J o l in ,  which he  has 1nong f u l ! y  seized. i t  \n:re opposed to  t h l'  plan ·ll'h ic h I had 

" Th e  person of  J chan, Seigneur de formed ; but l had cha nged my tact ics 
Tarroloy,;, \IT 11· i l l  not surn:ndcr. fir,;t ,  qu ick ly . haYing :-:ecn that  Ra i ncmont 
because the Comte cle IZa inemont has  no must be d isjJOsed "f  be fore 1 Tngnes cou ld  
c l a im upon l1 im. and. SL'COIHl. hccanse he be  broken. " l i e  th inks,"  I ll'cnt on, 
has th is  dav become t h e  afli am·L·d h thhand " tha t  this a t tack upon the c:1st l c  w i l l  not 
o f  our sist�r. t he T .acl v C l o t h i l de cle :\Ies- only free h im .  but ,;ct h im l 1 i gh .  There
CUll. S ay, further. t;>  your m aster. t b ::tt fore . he w i l l  :tl"> a i t  the  i -:suc o f  batt le .  
hi,;  aggression aga inst us  shal l speed i l y  Let u,; fi rst drive off the encmv : then 
he punished as it de,;erns. A 1 1d 110\Y 1re may the better deal \Y i th  the Sc: igneur 
depart ." H ugues." 

The pursui,·an t  took h i ,; lean· . i\ nar- A n  approYing murmur arose among 
row foot-bridge h ac! been placed ::tno:ss the vassak As soldiers t hey fa1·ored my 
the moat for his entrance, :mel. a ftn h i s  seem ingly bolder course . 
departure i t  was dram1 back. so that  the  " But . ' '  said the  lady . " i f my brother 
castle offered no approach for the enemy. I I ugucs should agree-" 

:\Iezmtinw the va,;sal s  were c nl lnl i ng " Lady," I said truly. " I  h ave t a lked 
about J chan , p l edging h i m  t h e i r  feal ty. with him. and kno\\· hi,; though ts . H e  is 
They had l iked the yout h from his first too far committed for compromi sL· . "  
appearance among t h e m .  Il is easy and The lady s i ghed . The count ,  nodding 
simple ways had won the i r  hearts.  a 1 1d I h is acquiescence i n  my wonb. wh ich i n -
doubt  i f  there \Y:ts a man among t hem deed offered h im the road mm; t  saving 
who was not glad t h a t  he 1Y:1.-: t < l  he<·ome t o  h is p ride, exclaimed : " F i rst, the wed
the husband o f  their l ach. d ing. si ster." Then h e  sent a ,·arkt tn 

" The q u icker the wecid i ng. the bet ter ." summon Father AmhnN·.  
T wh ispered to  the count .  " \\" i l l Y"U I felt th e elat ion of smTe,.;,.;. fur a l readv 
not sene! for your chaplain ? "  I saw hoi\" lZ aincmont might  he dealt 

" Your a dYice i,; sound, .\TastL·r r : l l l \- IY i th ,  once the marr iage ceremony was 
cart .  First, the \Yedd i np;, then t l w  fi gh t - performed. I re flec t ed that the k ing 
ing." l i e chuck led at h i,- u1,· n j oke-. \YOt! ld  have t o  admit.  IJO\YC\Tr grudg i ng
" .\Ioreover, " he added, " r wou l d not de- lv, t h a t  I had done wel l at l\l cscun. 
lav the happiness nf t h m;e  t 1w. Sec h o w  . And then t here \Yas a commo t i o n  a t  
t h.ev look up on each ot h c·r . ' ' t h e  door. The varl e t had returnee!. hut 

indeed, now t h a t  tlw ,.:1 s sa l '  stnocl without the priest . H e  c:1mc fonYard 
aside. Jehan and the Lncly C l o t h i lde con- t rembl ingly.  
versed together so f t ! )·. and t l ll' i r eye-: be- " l\l y  lord , " h e  said in  an ag i tated 
traved their 1nmls to us. voice, for he knew what  was forward-

llut, suddl'n ly ,  t l w  lady's hro1Y became " my lord , Father Ambrose· 11·as cal l ed 
troubled. S h e  turnecl to the  count.  t h is  morning t o  the town to J-cc·c· ivc the 

" Brother," she sa id.  " is i t  r ight that  con fession of a dy i ng man. and he  has 
T should be happy \l·h i le I l n gm·,; rcm:� i n,; not retumed. I t  i ;;  fearccl tha t  he has 
a bitter prisoner ?  I f  you 11· i l l  grant  me been stop ped hy the enemy. ' '  
a boon . i t  i ,; th is ,  t h ::t t  you ll't h im keep \\"c l ooked at one another i n  d ism:�y. 
T o l i n . "  N o  pr iest , no marriage. 

· " \Vhat ? To tell the IYorlcl  t l 1 a t  hL" From a cloor a t  the hack of the h al l  
l1as beaten me ? That r han· \· icldccl to  came a sneering lau gh.  I turned. 
save my castle from assaul t ? ' '  There, one  hancl clutching the arras, a 

" \Vhv do you rare \Yhat  lw ! L' l l ,: t h l' heayy mace .in the  other, stood the Seig
ll·orlcl ? '' she asked gcntl �· . " \" l lu \\"0\\ l cl ncur T l ugucs . 

(T o b e  c o n t i n u e d . )  
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B Y  T H E O D O R E  R O B E R T S .  

A S H O R T S T O R Y . 

w. H E N J ack C hant came 
-· home to H arbor ( ;race ' 

.. from h i s  forei gn voy-
aging, .h e found the win
ni ng - back of Po l l y 
\V a Ish no very diliicul t  

matter. Pol l y's  affections h ad wan�red 
-or ,.; trayed, t o  he more exact-during 
his  absence ; but on the very day o f  h i s  
return her  h eart forgot t h a t  i t  had en:r 
forgotten , and poor T i m  Figg \ras 
d ropped from a sweet ec:.;tasy to a hittn 
despair .  

Tim shou l d  have known that the  ( lil l y 
ch ance of perpetuating the ecstasy was 
t he verv s l i m  ch ance t h at his r ival  m i g h t  
never return to H arbor < ; rare--that , 

h e  
m i gh t  d r o w n  at  sea, or he arre,.;ted by 
the po l i ce for d isturbing the peace of 
some t rop i c a l  city, or fal l  i n  J on: with 
a S p anish gir l  somewhere do\\"11 among 
the i:-d:mds of d el igh t . 

But J ack Chant d i d  n u t  drmm at sea. 
vVe h ave no proof that t h e  ot her acci
dents did not be fal l h i m .  I l om:vcr that  
may be,  he came home and married 
Poi l y  \Vi t h i n  a fortnigh t of his arriva l ; 
and, scarcely a month later, he set out 
for St.  J ohn's,  from there to sai l  for 
Brazi l as boatswain of the harka n t i ne 
H ope.  From the t ides o f  the seven sea s 
h e took h i s  bread. l\l nrried or s in g k  
h i s  hazardow; wage w a s  not to be earned 
by ;-;tayi ng a�h ore. 

Tim F i gg had been a ;-;tay-at-home <1 1 1  

h i s  l i fe, never having ventured even far 
enough a fi e l d  to fol l mr t h e  ;-;Jwre-fi ,;JJerv. 
I I  e had worked about the harbor, uow 
with a shipwright, now in a ml:rch::m t ' ,; 
sheds, and for a t ime as cook i n  a ;-;:J i ] or;-;' 
board ing-lwu;-;e ; but when J ad: Chant 
step ped aboard the H. ope, i n  St .  J ohn';-;  
I-I arbor, th ere ,,·as Tim l' igg in  the  
gal l ey, po] i:-;hing a , ·oppcr. 

N o t  once. :-;i n ce his m ;wr iagc, had 
6r5 

.J ack nchanged a word w ith T i m, 
though he had caught a ileeti n g  �ight 
o f  h im on "L'\·cra l occasion,;. N ow h e 
:-;tepped for ward to the dour of the 
ga l ley . 

" ( ;ood murn i n' to ye, T i m , "  :-;aid he. 
" 1 didn't kno\1· as l101Y ye was shippin'  
fur a fore i gn v' yi.lgc. " 

T i m  looked stra igh t at h i m  \Y ith h i ;; 
du l l  and colorlc:-;s eye;-;, hut d i d  not an
s\\·er a \Yon!.  l i e  g:t\·e the copper a 
few li n i s h i n �  rul>:-', h u ng i t  up aga iJbt 
the l m l khead hl'liiTUl the gal ley and t h L: 
sai 1-ruum. a n d  spat i ndi fferent ly on the 
deck \Y i th i n  an inch of t h L:  toe of Ol le  
of t h e boat>'�l"<t i n ' :.;  ,;ea - l H HJL:;. 

J ack ret u rned t h e  u g l y  stare, at fir,;t 
wonderi n g l y  and then sardonical l y. The 
mea n ing of i t  came to him,  p l a i n  enou gh . 

" So ve feel as uncivi l  about i t  as a l l  
that, tJ,; ye ? "  said h e .  " \Vl' l l ,  b'y, y e  
can gogg l e me \r iel them fislH.:;-;' eyl:s u nt i l  
y e  d ies o'  o l d  age a n '  ' twon't  h e l p  ye 
n one. " 

.J ack C lwnt, though brigh t enough 
\r h er" his 11· i ts were concerned and a fine 
seaman. \\·�;,; dull  of vi si on toward some 
p f  t h e ;-;uht ler  i ;-;sucs of l i fe.  For h i s 
0\Yll part , h e  po;;:-;cssecl a thin sku l l  anc l  
a thick ski n-fi gurat ively speaking.  I t  
d i d  not dawn upon h im that i n T i m 
F i gg the th ick ncs,; and the t h i nne,;s \\"ere 
e x act I y reversed. H e  cou l d  not sec how 
such a d u l l ,  ugly  lump of a man as Tim 
rou l d pu,;,;e-;,; a l monn ;\ l l y sensitive fee l 
in g:-;. 

But he ,,·a:; remarkably good -n a tu red ,  
w;;s J ack C h a n t .  H e  l aughed at Tim's 
ungrac iou ,; : t t t i tude to\Yztrd h i m - as he 
cou l d  wdl a fford to. H e  l augh�;d about 
it  to the men in the forccast ic �md to 
:\ J r. \\.vst, the m ate. H e  even j oked o f  
it  t o  T i m  hinbel f-:1 one-:;idcd j ok ing, 
in \\·hich Tim did noth ing hut :'.tare at 
the l i .c:h t - h earted ho:Jtswain w ith du l l  
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c H�'-'. m \Yh ich cores o f  reel were begin
ning to g l i m mer. 

A n x ious to stand \Ye l l \Yith the l >oat
s\\·a in, and being o f  a merry turn of 
mind into the barga in,  an A . B. named 
Denis S troud asked Ti m, om· morn i ng, 
w h 1· h e  hadn't  i m·itcd h i m  t • >  h i s  IYcd
d in.g. J l c  was posted i n  the gal l ey-door 
a t  the t ime, holding his t i n mug and t i n  
p latter extended to\\·ard t h e  cook. \Yh o  
\\·as about to fi l l  the o n e  \Y ith h o t  co ffee 
and t h e  other w i t h  hot porridge. 

" \Y cddin' ? " queried the cook. " Sure, 
lad, I nenr had no "·edd in' : " 

" Then the more shame to \'C for 
sayi n' so, cook." rep l ied Den is. " for 
whatever becall!L' o'  t h at fine gir l  what 
\Yas so sot on m arry i n' ye ?-Po l l y  \\'abh 
was her name." 

I t  \Yas a ltogether too bad. H m1· 1ra" 
Denis Stroud to kl10 11· that  t h e  cook \Yas 
such a hot-tempered fcl lo\r ? I I c had 
never so much as even ans1rered a 1rord 
back to the boatswa in.  I t  caused quite 
a <·ommotion, and101r : and as soon as 
the porridge-pot ·was rcmon:d from t h e 
A. B. 's  h ead and the oatmeal and coffee
grounds scraped out of h i s  1r ig and 
\Yh iskers, both men 1rcrc led hL· fore the 
captain.  

The captain \ras o f  an eac;y - goi ng 
temperament. and noth ing mo re came o f  
t h e  rumpus than a 1rarning t o  D en is  and 
h is fel l ows to mind their OIYn affairs and 
l et the cook m i mi h is.  Then i\ l r .  \\'c,;t 
bandaged Denb's head i n  rags and �1rcet
oi l  and gave him two days i n  "·h icll  to 
recm·er from the scale\ o f  the m i,;app l ied 
Lreakfa,t. 

1 1 . 

AFTER t h at, neither S tr( lud nor any 
other out of the forecac;t ]e ever referred 
to the subject of T i m's u n fortunate l u n:
affair  any1Yhere within  possihle range of 
Tim's cars. 

T ack Chant,  ho11·ever, t rcat l'd bot h the 
captain's  warning and the nwre evident 
\Yarning o f  Stroud's scalded head as 
matters in no wav concerni n g  him.  I l e  
saw that,  for a r�ason \Yhich 

'
h e  bdiewd 

to be the cook's  fear o f  h im. hc could 
badger the poor fel lo1Y without r isk o f  
receiving a rep l y. So, hei ng thick o f  
skin, h e  treated t h e  m a n  o f  pans and 
coppers to unkind \Yitt ic ism' 1rhene1-cr 
the w h i m  move\[ h im .  

T h i s  rcm:ukable state o f  a ffa i rs [Jc
t lreen the boats\Yain  and the cook lasted 
for about twenty clays-and not once, i n  
a l l  that t ime, d i d  t h e  cook answer the 
bo:ltSIYa i n  by ,;o much as one 1ronl. But 
there IYa,; ;� red l ight  in hi,;  eyes that 
\rotdcl h ave meant more than a hundred 
words t o  anv one o [ l e-ss d u !ness of 
sp i r i t  than J <�ck l'iwnt .  

The H op e  w a s  t IYenty · one days o u t  o f  
St .  John',; 11·hen :\ l r.  \\ . e,;t drew the 
boats1rain  asi de one e1·en ing for a pri
vate 1rord. 

" Look 'e here, bo'<n . . , said he. " \·cr 
go in' a bit  too far 1v i d t h is here p laguin '  
o' T i m  F igg. Take my ac!Yice, an' belay 
i t .  B e l ay i t ,  lad, a n '  stop u p  t h e  slack.  
If 1 1ras the cook, lw ] crrr. I 'd have 

stoYe yer face i n  long ·a f;>re thi,: .  I te l l 
ye t h is. bo'c;'n. in the manner o' a friend
l y  caution : but if yc don't take the 
caut ion, thcn 1 ' 1 1  be pn t t in ' it to ve a 
tr i fle less pol ite, by the l i 1· in'  fl.i nde�,; 1 "  

" Sure, sir,  T i m  don't be m indin'  mv 
l i t t l e  joke;.;," rep l ied J ack.  

' · I f  he don't  m i n d  'em. \l· i l l  \·e td l  me 
,,. ] J ,· he let out so savage ·at J)enic; 
S t r�JUd ? "  i nqu i red �I r. \\.ec;t . i n  a 
cau,t ic voice. 

" Denis be\ a s t ranger tu h i m ; but 
1 hc's a o l d  friend. i n  a n 1an m· r o' ,;peak
in ' . ' '  repl ied the 1Joab11· a i n .  

" A  fr ien d : ' ' C .\ c l a i mcd :\ l r.  \\'est .  
\\' it h  an a i r  o f  so lemn dic;pleasure, he 
poked a thick fore li ngcr against t h e  
front  o f  J ac k  Chant's  shirt .  " Bo's'n," 
he said, " ve'd best take mv wore!  for i t 
ye\·e turn�d the k n i fe r<;und a n '  round 
a dozen t i mes too o ften. D ' vc th i nk he 
fears yc ? T h en yc he a foo.l in'  o f  yer
sel f. bo',; ' n 1 l i e 's  kep' h i s  hands off 
\'C so far-wll \·. I don't  k t lOIY-but I 
tell \'(', r ohn l'hant,  't il' i l l  not be for 
muc l ;  lo,nger. The worm 11· i l l  he a 
turn i n' o f  h i msel f round one o' t hese 
da 1·s, \'C mav Lw to t h a t .  The red 
de�· i ls .shine in his eyes every t ime he 
looks at ye. Again I warn ye to mind 
\dwt ye're about, bo's'n." 

That n ight, i n  h i s  berth in the outer 
cab i n, the boats\Yain thought over what 
1\f r. \Vest bad said to h im . H e  con
sidered it a l l  to be the veriest moon
sh ine. He had a poor opinion of Tim 
Fig g. He did not he! ieve for a mo
ment that be posse'<sed e i th<.·r the cou r
age or the gumpt ion tn n·sent the heart -
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�c-�� j o k i 1 1 ;;  of t he pa-t t h ree IITck�, or 
t o  think of e n:r ohta i n in<-( �ati�faction 
[or it. 

To a c e r t a i n  c:dcnt .  he \\·a�  r i gh t .  
H i ,; cruel  jeering meant l i t t l e  to t hc 
cook. in i t ,c l f . But i t 'cn·ed to keep 
rL·cl-hot the coa l uf h a l l� in t hat du l l  
heart.  A ma n  " lw m ake� e laborate 
p lans hcfure l caY i ng l wnw. and u nder
take� a n>yage of tlwu ,;; t t l l b  o f  m i les- i n  
'[> i t e  o f  � 1 1 1  inhl>rn fL·:n o f  t h e  se:t-to 
, ·arn· t hem tu a sun· li J t i c;h .  i :; not t h e  
one · to lo'e h i:; �el l-control  a n d  t l tr o \\· 
en:rything out o f gear hcc:nt>'l' o f  a fe1Y 
supertluou�, m inor i njuric�.  

The cook k ncw \\· h a t  h c  11·a� abou t .  
l l i s  n:a,un for 'h i p p i n g  aboard t h e  
Hope \Yac; a� clear as gJa,s i n  h i s s l o w  
mind ; and he meant t o  accompl i�h his  
work a l l  in good t ime. :H-cording to h i s  
o w n  careful p l ans. 

The boah11· a i n  sank into slumber at 
] a,;t. st i l l th i nki n � o f  11·hat  :'l l r. \\"est 
had said to h i m .  ' l l i '  i >L· rt h  wa,; on t h e  
p or t  side o f the tnl's�-rnom, beside t h at o f  
t h e  mate, and opposite t h c  cook's berth 
and a smal l  pantry. In fair "·eather in 
th e lo\\· lat itucle� i t  \\·as h i "  h ab i t t o  
lca1·c b o t h  his door a n d h i� port - h o l e  
open a l l  n i ght.  Su i t  '' '" on this  n i C(h t .  

The boats\Yain a woke sudden ] y .  A 
gray light was in h i s  herth-st<ush inc 
retlected from the �ea th rough the open 
port. He had felt no physical touch : 
his  hod i l l· cars had h l'ard no sou nd : hut 
t h ere, st�l t tding- clu�e beside hi,: hu nk--· 
1 1 \ lt  n ine i nches a 1rav from h i m -- a n d  
o-azin" clown at  h i m

. 
11· i t h  du l l . sin istl'r � b 

eye;;. was T im F igg. thc cook. For a 
sl'cond. C hant ':,; onh· scnsation wa;; one 
of astoni �hmcnt .  T l�en the mate's warn
i n g tlash l'd into h i -; m i nd and fear 
k nocked at h i� ribs. But h e  1ras a l mt\"e 
man. Though he f e l t  the  c h i l l  of fear 
as readily as any mau. hc h ad th l' t ough 
spirit that cou ld h idc it-that cou l d 
keep the white flicker of i t  out o f  h i s  
eyes a n d  t h e  rasp o f  i t  out o f  h i s Yoice.  

" \Vhat  cl 'ye 1rant. cook ? " h e  asked 
quiet ly. 

\Yithout a word, and 11· i thout a shado11· 
o f  any change o f  emotion on h is broad 
face. the cook turned and mon:d slowly 
and silen t l v  from t he berth. The boat
,,,· a i n  lay 3s st i l l  as stone. l istening. for 
a full minute. 

Then h e  s l i pp L·d from his bunk, t •assed 

rou nd t h e  tabk in the me;-;;;-room. and 
1n:nt stea l t h i l y  to the door o f  the cook",;  

berth. l l e lookcd 11· i t h i n  ,-l'n· caut i ous
ly .  The cook lay in h i,; bunk." tbt o n  h i s  
back, 11· i th h i "  c�·es s h u t  a n d  h is ll1l>Utll  
open. 

The boab11· a i n  t <ll! < "hed h i m  o 1 1  the 
slwu l der. but he did not stir.  

J ac k  C h an t  spoke to :'l l r. \\ .l',;t o f  
what had h appened J H .:xt  mon t ing.  

:\ l r. \\.l'st \\T i l l  �t ra ight to Tim F i .c: :; 
and asked h im 11·hat he ll1l'at lt  1 >1· ento:r
ing the boatswain·�  Ul'rth a t  �ud� a �tb
picious t ime. 

" I f I 1ras in t h e  bo·�· n's bnth . �ir. 
l's not to blame. for l " s  cur,;c·d \\· id t h e  
1n�akncs,; o '  1ral k in' 1 1 1 my sleep,"'  re
p l ied t he cook. 

The mate did not belieYc th i,.; ; nor 
did the boatswai n  1rh e n  he h eard i t .  for 
h e  hac! seen a l i ght in the cook's eyl'� t h a t  
w a s  n o t  o f  slumber. H o llc\·er. t l l ..:1· did 
not men t ion their doubt o f  the truth of 
t h l� rook' s ,;tatement ; but after that.  
th rough out t h e  long days before the Yes
�e l reached Rio T ane iro. T ac k  C han t left 
the cook i n  peac�. 

. 

I !l Rio the captain is ,.;ued :111 order 
that  no man 11·as to go ashorl'. l l c ""'" 

a fraid o f  fenr and the effects of bad 
rum--for t h e  crc11". I t  11·as eYident 
from h is actions that he had no f�:ar o f  
th�:�e t h ings for h i m�t: l f. Th.: l H >ab1rain 
11·as nut one to han: h is fun �t lll i led by 
a stup id order o f  t h l' captain's .  l l e  had 
been rdused sh ore- l ean mcm\· a t i me 
before. and in manv a port. · hut had 
ne1·er su ffcred s l' r  iou� in  con \"l'll iencl' 
from t h i '  11· h i m  of selfish ship-ma�tl'rs. 

So he went ash ore i n  R io on the first 
n i ght a fter the barkantine's arri\·al  at 
t h e  consignee's 1rharf.  Tme, he went 
Yery quiet l y. and in the  shado\\· of dark
ne,;s. i n tendin g to return as quiet i �-. and 
11· e l l  before sumist:. He did nut make h i �  
departure absolut l' l l· unobsernd . how
e\·er. Tim Figg iwticed it, and fo l 
lo wed h i m  over t h e  side 11· i t h i n  t e n  m i n
ute�. 

\\"hen a sai l nrman skips  ashore for a 
fe11· hours of fun. he does not. as a usual 
th ing. carry his extra c loth ing and his 
valuables a long with h i m .  But T i m  
Fi gg stole away from t h e  bo.rkant i ne 
with the entire content' of h is sea-chl'st 
in a hag on his shoul der. I t  l ooked a� 
i f  h e  d i d  not intend t o  return. 
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The cook ,;pent a h ard ha lf  -hour in 
getting a sight o f  the ! Joats\l·ain ; but at 
la�t h e cau ght a g l im pse of h im in a 
natiYe rum-shop . seated at a l iquor 
sp la3hecl table \\· i th three mariners \Yho 
diet 1 10t  ! Jd un g to the I\ nY iound land 
barka�ttinc. 

Evident l y  a gl impse \vas a l l  t hat T im 
Figg \Yanted at t h e  time, for he did not 
ent�:r the shop , but moved along to a 
shadowed corner about fin: yards a11·ay 
from the op�:n door, l lm·ered h is  bag of 
clothing to the ground, and seated him
sd [ stol icl ly upon i t .  

Though the stars burnecl \Yh ite m·er
hea cl, the streets o[ that poverty-str icken 
quarter o f  the c it y ,,·ere un i l lumined. 
( "rookecl shado 1vs Ji l led the narrow thor
ough Cares . 1 I ne ami there i c;sued yel
]m,· I ight irom an unshuttc:red win do\\· 
or open door. The a ir  was hot and 
stagnant, and frei ghted \Y ith  all manner 
of odors foreign to Tim Figg's stay-at
h ome nm;tri ls�tlw scents of reeking 
sugar, molasse,;, ami j erk cd-heef from 
some near-by ,,·arehow;e, of bitter Bra
zi l ian tobacco and w hite rum from t h e  
w i n d o w  a n d  doorway beside h im.  

But Tim seemed to take l ittle interest 
in h i s  strange surroundings. He fi ! led 
h is  pipe, l it it allC! sat quiet. From some
where a long the crooked street came the 
cl ipped. strumming note of a banjo and 
the l iquid t inkle of a guitar.  But the 
music \vas muffled and fitful. Now a 
dulled sound, I ike the voice of the \Yhole 
great city, comvosecl of  the rol l ing of 
wheels, the c latter of hoofs, the busy 
stir  of pleasure-seeking feet, laughter, 
argument. and song, 11·aftcd into that 
narrow al ley, fi l kd it soft ly for a mo
ment and as so ftly \Yith dre\1·. But Tim 
Figg l acked imagination , and h is sp irit  
rema i ned unmoved by that romantic 
sound. 

From the shop at his hack he heard, 
though ind isti nctly, a voice of assurance 
\Yhich he kne\1. to belong to J ack C hant. 
l t  st irred him to a slow, unpleasant 
:;mi l e. 

A man i n  \Yh i te cotton, smoking a 
c igarette, passed dose i n  front o [  h im ,  
walking noi se lessl y on naked feet, and 
entered the shop . A woman laughed 
shri l ly in a house across the way. 

Tim sat quiet for more than an hour. 
Somct inws his head nodded, heavy with 

sleep ; but he al ways waked quickly, with 
an apprehcnsin: start, and l istened 
eagerly for the boatswain's voice in the 
shop at his !Jack. Now they were sing
i ng in the shop, and some one was p lay
i ng o n  a mouth - organ. The husky 
voice:; be lhJ\Yed and quavered, each for 
ibdf, \Yi th  l i ttle regard fur time or 
tu ne, and none whatever for h armonv. 
I I  igher , louder, and more dcv i l -may
care than al l  the others rang the voice 
of Jack Chant. The cook swore wi th 
unspeakab le hate � l l l r l  disgust. 

Suddenly t i l e  riotous discord cea,.;ecl, 
and the bump i ng ancl scraping of pushed
back chairs took its p lace. Following 
t h is came a brief si lellce, broken quickly 
and c learly by the str iking of all the 
sh ips' bel b  i n  the harbor. I t  was mid
night. Tim got alertly to h is feet, and 
at the same moment the boab\\·ai n am\ 
h is com pan ions issued from the w ine
shop. 

The cook follo,vecl his enemy and the 
other roisterous mariners out of that 
street and into another, and to a larger 
and more busy drinking-p lace than t h e  
fi n;t. l-Ie fol lowed at• a discreet Ll is
tance, unobserved. Again he took up 
his post outside. This was a more l ive
ly street than that in  \1·h icl1  h e  had kept 
h is former vig i l ,  an cl h e  w a s  jost led more 
than once bv care less way [arers. 

He had 
-
not \\-aitecl ±·or more than 

twenty minutes when someth ing hap
pened that he bad not anticipated. 
\\" itb in  the h ouse of entertainment there 
arose, of a sudden, a tumult o f  shout
ing an t! cursing in Engl i sh and the lan
guage o f  the countn·. The clash and 
tinkle of break i ng ·g lass reached the 
cook's ears. From the doorway issued 
a dozen people of unheroic spirit .  

1 1  I .  

T n1 FIGG pushed h is \vay to the door 
and looked inside. By the l ight of the 
one remaining l amp � two had been 
overturnecl and extinguished�he saw a 
burly-burly of human figures revolving, 
struggling, cl osing, parting, ,.;eparately 
a l l ll collect in;! y busy with the desperate 
\\·ork o f  attack and defense. 

H e  stepped across the threshold, the 
better to make out what was going on . 
\ ! i wcl as tlw c·ombat \\·as, he soon saw 
that  the struggle was between Chant ancl 
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h i ..; former compa u iou�. " u pported by 
t 11 o  "eanwn from an A merican cable
ship. and ten or a do>:<' l l  d;Hk-skinned 
m ar i ner� from a B raz i l i an cru i ,;er. 

Tl1e Anglo-Sa,;ons \\·ere u,; in;:( their  
fi,t;; and COl1YCUient art ie](�,; o f  furni ture 
a' weapons of of'fc_w;e and dc fen�e ; but 
more than one o f t h e  l .a t i n;; had knive s  
i n  t h e i r  h::mlk T i m  had 1 10 more than 
a'certa i ned th i,; nnwh. a nd "·;1,; about to 
retreat to the open. whe n he ''a' seized 
upon by one of the Braz i l ia n�. H e  
caught t h e  gl int  o f  a k n i fe, hdd lo11 ami 
cmTing upward. 

Quick as l i ghtn ing. a c h i l l  of fear 
\Yent through h i m. fol lu\Ycd and obl i t 
erated b y  a h ot t w i nge of anger. For
gett ing the \\·capon hidden upon his  om1 
person, h e  h u r l ed him:,elf against h i s  
antagonist and c l utch ecl h i m  by the 
throat and t h e right \vrist. The l it t le 
fellow was l i ke a fty in h : .'3 grasp-like a 
poisonous fty \lith i ts  st; Ll !! rh,wn. The 
cook got rid of him In· n:1 r k m g  h i s  h ea<l  
ac;:1 i nst tlw \Ya l l .  

L I\ 0\Y the rage o f  batt l e  w:1 s  red-hot in 
T i m Figg ' s brea�t . Ti l t· h i t t er, p r i Yate 
hate was forgotten - for t h �  moment.  
H e  hurled h im,clf  into  the thick of the 
struggle, and \Yas i ns t :mt l y  c ! : .�aged by 
t \YO o f  the enemy. ( lne i l l' c l asped so 
t ight :mel close as to deprin· h i m  of  the 
use of h is kni fe : hut the scc'ond 11 0u ld 
surely ha\'e accom p l i shed a fatal stroke 
had not a mahogany �too l .  i n  t lw h 8 J :cl 
of J ack Cha nt . de,ccndecl upon the d a rt 
ing arm. 

The Brazilian drop ped the kni fe \Yith 
a yel l  of p ain and m ade a s ide-l ong leap 
w hich \Yon him clear of the center o f  
combat. Again t h e  stool \Yas S\nm g
and the l itt le  man i n  Tim's grasp went 
l imp as old rags and slid t o the Hoor. 

For h a l f  a second Tim and Tack C hant 
stood foot to  foot and eye to eye. 

" l\I incl yoursel f, lad ! Turn round ! " 
cried Chant. 

The warning 'vas too late. A n  
empty bottle struck the back o f  the 
cook's head and plunged him fonvarcl on 
hands and knees, fair : ll't wern the boat
S\Yain's feet. 

The cook fel t  t0o weak allCl sick to 
more ; but his m ind \Yas clear. 1 I e  

crouched th ere o n  t h e  t1oor that \\·as 
\Yet w i th spil l ed l i quor and sp il led 
blood, and felt. <'11 c· i thrr si de of h i m, 

one of the boats\\·ain\ s ine11·y legs. He 
was struck b y  booted feet a n d  naked 
feet.  H e  heard and fe lt t he �anguinary 
conflict t\l·ist ing around and al >on: him ; 
a nd. t hough his  eyc:s were c lo:.;ed, Ill: 
k ne\\' that the ,..-h i r l i ng mahogany stool 
i n  his enemy',; hand kept a zone o f  com 
paratiYe safet y  around his  hdpl e,;s body. 

It \\·as bitter kno1dedge for Tim F igg. 
Here was the man \Ylwm he: desp i sed and 
\Yhom he had i ntended to k i l L  stand i ng 
unharmed and undisma\·e c l  a i >oYe h im, 
defendi n g  h i m  from fea-rful  i nj ury and 
death - the better man and thL· better 
fi gh ter. In agony of spir it ,  and \Yith a 
fumb l i n g  h and. he drew a k n i fe from 
some h i dden p l ace under his belt .  And 
then the black mbt sett led upon hb brain. 

"'hen Tim opened h b  eyes. he found 
h imse l f  in h is berth . 

A t  the moment, l\ T r. \\'est l ooked 
round the edge of the dour. 

" So ye be aliYe again at  la:.;t, \,c ye ? " 
saitl the mate. 

" Be's the bo's'n aboard. sir ? " askL·d 
the cook faintly.  

" 'T,,·as him lugged ye aboard, ye 
\YOrth less puddit/-maker-a,·c, an' \Yid a 
k n i fe st ickin'  into h is hack a

·
l l  the \Yh i le." 

repl ied the mate tartly.  " \'e'd he a 
cle:Hl m an t h i s  YeiT m i n ute hut for h i m." 

Shame fi l l ed the cook at  that-a sud
den, hot shame that made him regret 
that the boats11·a in  had not l e ft him to 
die in the hell  of the \\'i nc-shop. 

Then someth ing ( \\·itched i n  his b ra i n .  
and fear flashed through him.  I I c  

stroYe desperately to remember "·hat  h ac\  
happened a fter h e had drawn h i s  k n i fe. 

" Did ye say a knife ? " he quer ied . 
i\Ir. \Vest stepped close to the edge o f  

the bunk. " 'Twas a Braz i l ian knife ; 
an' ye'd better be thankin'  God for th at , 
Tim Figg,"  he said. 

" Be's h e  dead ? "  w1 : i speretl the other. 
" No." sai d  the mate. 
" I sees th ings diffcre11t no\Y," said 

the cook slowly. " Wid all hb ungo<l ly 
wavs. he be's a better man nor me-a 
bet

-
ter man on the sea a 1 • '  a better man 

in a fight. l\T avbe 'ti;: the woman I 'd 
ought t�l hate, ntit T ack." 

" I f  I was a poor fool w i d  a busted 
skul l . I'd quit hatin' an)·body for a 
\vhile." said 1\f r. West dryly, but not 
unkindly. 
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B Y  A R T H U R  S T A N L E Y  W H E E L E R . 

A S H O R T S T O R Y .  

X G the acqua intan ces o f  
:\ I a  i i n  t o n  a n d  0 I tarsh, 
it ,�·as commonly repor t
c<l t hat  t h e  <>ri g i nal 
caw:e  of the hat red 
w h i c h  c x istetl bet we�n 

th e t \YO men \\·as th:' photom.cter that 
( l l t<m;Jl i nnn t ed and that \Iaj i nton 
stole-layi n g  th l'l'l' \Y i th the  funnda t io n  
of his  fortu ne ;  b u t  t h eir  friend,; s�1 id  that  
t h e  hatrt:d m i gh t  eas i ly  h::-tn· ari c:en with
out the us . .;is tanc,· of the photometer. 

\ ! a  j i n t on and < l l tarsh, the friends 
a\·errc.cL \':ere so dissim i l a r  t h at .  granted 
a meeting. they mu,;t almost i nc,· i tably 
have come to hate each other. O l tarsh 
was ugl y, dcvcr, aml pas,; ionatc, wh i l e 
\ ! a j in ton 11 a >' handsumt'. ca lcul a t ing.  and 
co hi. ( l l t arsh resembled a gargoyle and 
bel i eved i n  the Deity ; l\Iaj inton lookr:d 
l i k e  a gocl and pro fessed to bel ieYe i n  
noth ing a t  a l l  C.\:CL']>t h imself .  

To give the Lleta i b  of t h e  \varfare 
w h i c h  t h ey \\·a ged-al way�, of course, 
accord i ng to str i c t ly civ i l ized standards 
-would be t iresome. as \Ye l l  as i mma
terial to t h e:  st ory of the K n i fe and the 
Pa i nt ing ; suflin� i t  t o  say that :\Iaj inton 
won and ( l l tarsh l ust.  The l atter, after 
many ups and do \nb , f ouncl h imself 
facing, a t  th irty-fonr, a foe even more 
relentless than \ l aj i nt on . I l e  fought 
d isease for a vear and a ha l f, then, a\vare 
that h e  \\'as ·dy in g, sent a messenger to 
\Ia j i nton',; hacllel or apartment.  The 
me;sen�-;cr carried a sl i p uf dirty paper, 
on w h i ch 1vas scra wl ed an address and 
thc,;e wonb : 

Come to me as soon as possihle, for the 
sake o f  onr old and clwrishcll enmity. 

mess::-tgc h'; en tered the door of the sick
room .  He gaspt·cl i nvolun tar i ly as he 
stepped i n to the foul a ir, and an expres
sion of disgust crossed his  face at sight 
o f  the squa l id surroundings ;  but his  self
control reasc;ertcd itsel f qu ickly, ::-tntl he 
::-tdv::-tnced to the s ide o f  O l tarsh, who was 
propped up in a chair bccau,;e he could 
brea t he most eas i ly in that position. 

" \\'hat can I do fur you ? " asked 1\[a-
j inton iron ical l y. 

· 

O ltarsh motioned for the woman \vho 
h::-td adm itted the visitor to leave the 
room ; then, t u rn i n g  h i s  haggartl eyes 
upon his ent·my, he sa id : 

" I have ,;cnt for you to warn you o f  
your deat h . " 

l\Iajinton, a fter an inst::-tnt's surpr ised 
s i lence, replied gr im l y : 

" You hat! better he th ink i ng of your 
own." 

" I 'm qu i te ::1 \vare ,"  O ltar,;h went on, 
as if he had heard no rep ly, " that you 
think me ei ther a fool or out of my head. 
But what you th ink , at the present mo
ment, i s  of n o  consequence whatever. 
I.isten : one year from the elate o f  my 
death, you w i l l  die by v i ol ent means. 
The instrument \v i l l  be a ·:ua!av kris, and 
on the \\·all  o f  the room in  �vhich vou 
meet your death there w i l l  be a pa in ti ng 
of a man wh ose throat has been cut. Re
member tho,;e hn1 th i n gs : the kn i fe and 
the paint in g . " 

" I f  I remember them," ><1icl l\I aj inton, 
" it will  be only a,; the aberrations o f  a 
weak and dying mind. Dn you expect 
me to lwl icn·,"  he added w i th a sneer, 
" th at you have the second s ight ? "  

" I  cxpc1't n oth i ng-I !mori'. \Vhat 
I 've told ,·ou i s  the t ruth, anrl I \·e told 

O l tarsh k new h i s  man ; i t  cost  l\bjin- i t  because. T \vant you to ,;uffn as you 
ton some trouble to cl isco\'C:r the w rctc.hed deserve. A l l  you atheisb are super
lodgi ng incl icatecl by the address, but less st i t ious, and the fear of death comes t o  
t h a n  a n  h rmr after t h e  del ivery o f  the you by n ight. I han: visua l ized t h a t  fear 
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for Y•HI-given i t  a 1 1 �\ll l l' �llld a furn< .  

N u \\·, gu. ' '  
\ \ " h e n  his comma nd k1cl been oi >l'H'd, 

O l tarsh , t \\· i ,; t ing with p a i n .  sm i l e-d a -d i ,; 
torte(l smi le .  Short h· t hen·a ftn ill' d ied. 
the date b e in g  T anuan· 2 .? ,  t h e  huur dose 
t u  m id n i g h t . '· · 

· 

J\ I aj inton thou gh t l i t t le more of the 
inc i dent unt i l  a m:l·k l a tn. \Yhen, chan
cing to d in e  �I t hi,; club with some 
friends, a nd be i ng a t r i tle m e l l •m-a 
condition into which he seldom a l lowcd 
himsel f to fal l-he spoke of O l t a r,;h ' ,; 
death and. \l' i th :-:ardonic humor, of t h e  
p rophccr. 

" I t 11·a,; t he l a s t  e ffort o f  an i l l · h�t l 
anced mind,"  I ll' conc l uded. " I  Lt 1· i 1 l;.i 
failed to i n j ure me i n  a n \· o l h n  11 a 1·. h e  
t hought lu - fr igh t c· n  m e  -,l' i t h  a pa inLcd 
h orror. He m i ght a,; \\'l ' l l han t h rea t 
ened m e  \Y i th  a ghost - h i s  0 11·n ghlht.  
say,  cla d  in  sheet and p i l l ow-case. j ump 
ing o u t  at me from a cla r k  co rm·r ."  

The friend,; l au ghed d u t i ful ! )·. hut  
\Yhcn the r ich man's depa rture hall freed 
t hem from the nece,;sity uf being agrcc
ahlc, thev reha,;h ed the h i ,; torv o f  t h e  
feud,  a n d  o n e  o f  t hem . Fa rh·v -ll\· uame,  
n·nurked : 

- · 

' ' I ' m  not :-:o sure· t h a t  pnpr ( ) \ t a r., ] !  

,-,as  off hi ,; t r o l l n·. a fter  a l l .  That o ! J 

SI:JTation about  · athcbts \\'as :-: h rL· m l  
enough. and h e  kne\\· :\ I aj i nton.  i f en·r 
a man d id . "  

" :\ l a j i nton i s  n:ru i n l y  SU J>l'rs t i t iou-; . ' '  
Ldm nlHbon c h i l l lerl i n .  " ! l i d  \'DU en·r 

bear h i m  t a l k  abou t the t 1 l i r teenth of the 
month ? I Je scoffs at t he idea  o f  luck\· 
or unl tH·k \· cla1· :, b u t  at t l r L· same t i nw 
c a l l ,;  a ttc1;t ion - to the fact t h a t  nwst of 
his good luck h a .; come t o  h i m  011  t lw 
tbi rt•:enth.  T k 1 t 's the  s! ron gt·st k i i t d  of 
snpe:r:; t i t iun ,  the  k i 1 t J  t h:I L  s • ·u JL a n d  ye t  
b e  1 i cves." 

" Then you th ink t l u t  I > l t : :r..; l J ' -;  
p ro ph ecy \I' i l l  h a,·e a n  d'ie.-t un l r i n 1 ? "  

a .;kccl Q u i ntard,  the t h ird man.  
' ' I th i nk he' l l  rcnwmher i t ,  a n d  that  

a.; the 2 2d o f  11(' :\ t  f anua rv dra 11·,; c lo,;cr , 

h L· ' l l  remember i t  n;ore a nd more often. ' '  
" H e can scarcely fear assassination," 

sa i l l  Farley, l aughing. " He's not enough 
o f  a publi c  character for that . ' '  

" l i e can fear murein. No man i , ;  tuu 
oh,;nm; to be munlerr:d." 

The statement came a p tl y, for all  t h rL'C: 
immcdiatl:ly remembered a man , \n· i l -
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kn<>11· 1i tn t hvm. 11· h , ,  h :u l  hl·,· n st rurk 
r l o \\· 1 1  on h i -; dllor- :.; tct > k,;.; t h:t t l  a \ITt·;.; 
hdun·, a nd in sc·a rch ' o f  a cl ue lo ��- J r ." '-· 
mu rder the p o l  i1·c 11·nc bel p l l·,;.-;] y ilull l l ·  
dcring. w h i le t h e  pa per,; a cll·ert i,;L·d t h e  
c�r,;e i n  red head- l i ne�. The remembrancc
hrought to t hem-to Qu intarcl and Far
ley a l l ll I·:Llmoncbun-a fee l i ng of l i fe '� 
u ncert a i n t y ; and becaust: t l 1 i ,;  feeling wa,; 
gen u i ne thr:y \H'rc a..;h a med o f  i t .  

<2uin t �trd,  to  re l ic 1·e the tens i on, de
,· l an·Ll that t lwy had been talking non-

" I have a bri l l iant  i dea," he continued. 
" By way of fi xing the mat ter a,; a j oke 
in l\ I aj inton's m illll, lt:t',; sene! h im a 
J\ l a b y  k r i .; ,  \l i t h  uur compl iment..; . [ 
dare ,;ay 11 <: can li nd one 11· i t  hout much 
t rouble ."  

" U h , \\' i..' can f1 nd one. ' '  ,;a i d  E dmond
son. " Hut,  suppose .\ l aj inton does n ' t  
happen t o  take i t  as  a i oke ? T l  i� seJhl' 
uf h umor's pecu l iar, you know." 

" \\'e cnuld provide for that by omit
t i ng the c·ard," Farley suggested. " Just 
,;end th e k r i s  anonvmoth l v, :mel wait to 
hear what he say,; :il >Out i t  h,· f , > rl� lettin g 
h i m  into  t he ganw. I t  \H> u l d  be rather 
fun to puzzle  .\Iaj i nton . ' '  

" I t m i gh t poss i b l y  pu1.zlc h im too 
much." Edmombun s a i t l .  

F a r l e y  m ade n o  re,;pon,;e, but Quin
t �lrd,  a ftn l i ght in g a fresh cigarette, 
g l a nced from nne t o  the other of h i s  
t.·omp�mions, a n d  ob,;c•JTed : 

" \\'el l ,  so fa r as I k l t< l \\', none n f  u,; 
o 11·e,; :\Iaj in tun any S]'L' < ' i �t l  ' '"n,; i < lera t i o n . ' '  

I l . 
T n r: \· \l':li tccl a month hc forc ,;en d ing 

the kris ,  l e,; t .\I a j i nton shou l d  guess at 
on<-e the source i> f the g i l' t : then they 
had it ,;c· n t  hy e :-. prc,;', 1 1 1  a p b i n  bo�. 
from a \\'e.,; tnn , · i t \· . 

.\ l aj i n t m t  found t i lt.· h o .\ :t ll a i i i n ;.; h i m  
one eve n i n g  whi..' l l  l w  rl'lu med frum hi -; 
oni, ·l·. a n d  on npen i ll'-( it :mel c l i ,;coverin.'-i 
the kri�, was sh re11'd enough to suspect 
a jnke. He bal anced the short, snak.y 
blade across his h and, and \Vondcrcd w h o  
11 a,; re�ponsible f o r  i ts  sending. S i nce 
hroa l ·h i n g t h e  ,;nh jcd at t h e  club he bar! 
told thn.'L. or four

. 
] ' c'Pj> l t: about O ltap;h',; 

prophecy. Thl')' h�l l.l cl ouhtle,;s to l l! a 
dozen other,;. and an1· lllh' o f  t \\"Cn t v  
peop l e might  k1 1·c· "L' I l t  t i l l' t h ing. 

· 

But, on the other  h �1 ml .  :\Iaj inton'..; l ife, 
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Lkl: t i le  l i n•,; of m "st other su t-c css ful 
: " t' l l .  h ad hcL'il ful l  of strangt: coinci
• leiHT:'. a nd the l iYist  o f  his  skept i ca l 
m i n d  had kd h i m to a t t ri bute these coin 

c· iuences, perversel y, to the D t:s t in y in 
IYh i ch he pretended not to l wl iew. lie 
l iked to  p o i n t  out-as Edm ondson had 
noted-t hat good fortune had o ften come 
to h im on the th irtL'L·nth of the mon th ; 
he randv fa i led to \l·a l k under a l ad der 
11·hcn t l;e  opportun i ty  presentL·d ihel f ; 
a ncl t h crt: 11·ere seYeral ot her small  super
st i t i ons wh it·h he ohserwd by go i n g  con
trar v to t hem . 

' J :hus, he h a d  bl'come act·ustt �mt·d to see 
a mystery evt:n \Yh i l e ,  l augh i n g, he ex
pla in ed it a 1\'a1· : and t hus, as l l l' \\'011-
dert:d 11·h ich  of h i s  friends had hcen 
put t in g up a j uke on h im ,  th e poss ibi l ity 
suggest ed itse l f that the arri 1·a l of the 
kr is m i ght be, n ot a joke,  bu t a m ys
terious coincidence. I l e  triecl thL' edge 
of t h e  hlarle, aml found it sharp. 

" ,\ good th i ng to k i l l a man wi th , " 
he :;a i <l t" h im�df.  ,\ mi. then,  a moment 
l ater : " \\'hat rot : I ' l l  say nothing 
about t he matter, an d, in due t i me, my 
j ocu lar friend IYi l l  lldray himse l f . "  
· But t h i s  c<mr,;c prorlu

-
cccl e xact l y t h e  

opposi t e  e tTen. fnr J .'a r lcy . Eclmmicbon, 
ancl Q u i ntarcl, th inking t h at their  humor
ous effort had fallen flat,  preferred to 
J.:eep the o;ecret . A month passed ,  and 
\[ a·i in tun h imself. hus\· with spccula
t i,,,;,, l'>as in rlangl'r ,;f forget t ing the 
kri,; .  

But i t  b appencrl that  unc o f h is specu 

lat ions, ll'h ich resu l tec l successfully, i n
YOlYccl dea l ings 1\· i t h  a man i n  the \Vest
ern citv from \l h ic l l  the k ris had been 
sent : ,;ncl '" hen, the r icher by some ten 
or fi fteen t h ousand dol lars , he congratu
l a ted h imse l f  upon his  sagacity , t h i s  new 
coincidence flashed into his  mind.  He 
took the kni fe frum the corner into \Yhich 
h e  h ad carelessly t hrust it,  drew the blade 
from the scahh:ud and l ooked at it, 
sm i l i ng, and thumbing t h e  edge. 

" It has brou ght m e  luck," he though t ; 
and, as he remembered the sn:ne uf 01-
t arsh's death , the quny came t o  h im : " I f  
t he knife has been luck\', wouldn't  the 
paint i n g  he lucky, t oo ? " -

The sequence of t hought was natural 
enou gh, hut the idc:a i tself was b izarre, 
ancl ap peal ed to h im. 

" ,\ pa int i ng of a man IYho,;c: throat 

has been cut ' '-it IYould be a n odd t h ing 
t o  posse�,;, whether i t  proYed a tal i sman 
or nut ; he clid not remember that he 
h a c! ever seen such a pai nt ing . l\Iore
un·r, to go out and order it del i berately 
\Y uuld be effectual ly  to shu11· his contempt 
fur ( > l t �u,;h's  prophecy. 

" I ' l l  sec D::d mt:n\· tu-morru11· ," IlL' 
:;aid ; for .\ I a  j i ntun 11·a

·
-; a ma n with \Yhom 

to dec.· i clc wa� to a<'t .  
He fi xe d  a t  once upon D a lmcny he

cause the: lat t er was th e on ly pa i ntn he 
kne1Y.  H e  had the buc:ine:-:s man's vi gor
ous scorn for art ists  and writers, j udging 
tlwm 11·urth less loa fers, and hat! regarded 
b is commissi on to Da l men y for a portrai t , 
some years Ldure, in the l i ght of a 
chari ty. H e  had ginn the portra it , by 
request. to a fra t erna l  organization,  and 
l1ad paid Da l mc 1 1 �· Ji. fty clul lar,; for the 
j ob. 

Tlll' paint cr,  he n·c·u J J  en..:t l ,  had de
murred at t he sma l l ness of the navmcnt, 
but he had said : " Take i t  or lea�'e i t ,"  
and Da l meny b ad done the sens ibl e  th i ng, 
though mut tnin g that th e portrait was 
worth a good li n· lmnclrL·cl. N o  doubt 
such a p ai n ting as h e  nmY want ed coul<l 
he obta ined fm another fi ft y, or, perhaps, 
e\·en for t\Yentv-tive. 

\\'hen he entered D a l mcny's studio the 
following a [ternuon. the a;·t ist  was en
gagccl upun the portrait of a lady, who, 
\Yhi lc  posing, had apparently been clad 
chieHv in d iamond s and a black velvet 
sh oul�lcr-strap . The stud i o, he noted 
1·agudy , had a rather p rosperom; appear
�mce, and Dalmenv himself  had a com
furtahle look , as i (h e had hc·cn i n d u l ging 
i n  a t  l east t iY O  full meal s per clay. H e  
\Yas a l i t t le, nen·oth man , D a l meny, with 
long- fingered hands, and sharp gray 
eyes shot with specks of yel low. En
t husiasm was absent from his reception 
o f  � f a  j i nton , \Yh o  stated his business 
briefly . .  

" A  picture of a man w hose t hroat has 
been cut ," the artist mused. " It's n o t  
exact ly i n  my l ine , hut  I suppose I coul d  
d o  i t ."  He s e n t  through .Maj i nton a 
g l ance of the yc:llm1·-specked eyes. " \Vhat 
sort of a man ? " 

" Oh,  any kind." It had not occurred 
to M aj inton to chose a definite subj ect. 
" I ' l l  l eave that to you ." 

" Very good," said Da l meny. " You 
slwll han� i t  i n  t hree "·eeks." 
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The l i t t le  m :1 n'� a.;.;ur:1 1 1 ce amlht·cl \ l a

j i n ton, and he 11·a,; pu nctua! .  Rr:t urn ing 
to the s tudio t hree 1n·eb from t h L· clay of 
t he order. he found I >a l mr:ny 1n1 rk i ng on 
the ,.;c·a rlet  coat of a gen t leman i n  h unt ing 
garb. The gentleman',.; face bad the ya
cu ity that is frequent in the face,; of the 
idle rich, and the art i s t  had ev i cknt ly  
ta k e n a fi endi,;h _i ''Y i n  cmp ha, iz i ng t hi,.;  
vacu i ty . 

" \\ 'e l L  j,; my p i c t u rL· ready ? . . a.;kcd 
\ f a  j i nton. 

() al meny \YC nt to the  side o f  t hL· room. 
and l i fted - the cloth f rom a cam·a,; on an 
c:1sel . 

" I l ere vou :1 rc· . ' '  
l\l ajintoi1 looked . .; t a red. th en S \HlrL'. 
" \'on fool ! I ga 1·e \·ou no order for 

such a t h i ng ! " 
Da lmeny shrugged . 
" You m ade no restr i l' l i nll';. You sa i d, 

i f  you'll  remember, th:1t l m ight pa i n t 
a n v  kind o f  m:1 n I chn,.;r: . \\·a, there anv 
reason 11-by I slwu l cl n ' t  c · l l lHbc t u  p�t i n t  th� 
able and excel l ent \ l r.  C harlL·,;  :\ [ a j i n 
ton ? " 

Fascinated in ,;pite o [  h i msel f. :\ [ a  j i n 
ton gl ared at the pa i nt i ng . There

. 
l1e 

wa,.;, w ith blood stream i ng from a ga.;h ccl 
th roat , h i s  face, up -t i l ted. bearing an ex
pressi o n o f  m i n gled horror and ,;tup id 
surprise.  The kni fe, one kne11·, had 
scarce ly been 11" i thdra,1·n frum t lw mmnd ; 
i t  was the i nsta nt o f  the  li rsl j et o f  bl ood 
that t he art i ,;t h ad dep ict ed . A few sec
onds later.  t he head IYOt! l d  fa 1 1  for,1·anl. a 
green ish pa l l or 11·ou l cl OYerspn·ad t h e  
fJce, and t here would h e  gha..;t l :.· l 1 1  i t L'h
ings a nd conn! l s ion,; .  

" I t's clever work ." 1v as t h e  a clm issiun 
w rung from :\ f aj i nton . " I ' l l  take i t .  
p a y  y o u  f u r  i t .  a n d  ll LTc·r l'lll j ' l oy yuu 
aga i n . " 

He sat down at a tabl l' and 1v rut c· a 
check, glanci ng tiYice over hi,; shou l der 
at the picture w h i l e  he did so. 

" H ere." be said. " It's more t h:m you 
deserve . " 

Dalmeny loukecl at the  c heck. 1v hich 
11·as for se\'l'n t y- fi \T dol la r.;. and tore i t  
up. 

" �[ y  price fur that p ic t ure i s  an even 
fixe hundred," he remarked . 

" TF!zat ? , .  
" Fi1·e hundred. I usua l ly g e t  a th ou

sand f o r  a portrait, h u t .  consider i ng that 
it's you, and t h at , as I to l cl you, the th ing 

is  out of my l i ne, l ' \·e made a low figure. 
Tah i t  or l ean:: i t ,"  he added, gr i nn in g . 
" I shall  he happy to convince you of the 
just ice uf  my c laim i n  a more pub l ic  
1 1  ay, i f you pre fer . I can e i t her appea l 
to J a ,v or exhib i t  the  p i l' t urc-a ncl I don ' t  
know 1v h ich \va v woul d  be t h e  more en
joyable.  r h aY� a rep uta t ion now, you 
�ee. " 

:\ [  aj i n  ton . a ftcr due consiclcrat iun, 
IHote anot h er c heck. 

I I I . 

T H E  m ere fact thJt  he h ac! p ai d so 
large a p r ice for t he p ic ture \Yot!lcl ha1·e 
given it a value in h is eye,; ; but ,  in 
rea l i ty. he began to lose thought of thL� 
mone1· \Yh irh it had c<ht h im a,; soon a� 
he h;cl got it home. I t  11·a� a th ing so 
grotesque, so abom i nab le . that it had a 
unique charm . He t ried i t  i n  various 
places on the walls  of his  apartment, but 
none seemed to suit i t ; the l i gh t was too 
strong. or not strong enough . or it 
clashed with the ot her ornaments in the 
room. 

" l  ,;ha l l l 1 an' t o  c ·on tr in· a spec ial 
room for i t . ' '  he to ld  h im,;elf.  " Yes, a 
special room for i t  a ncl the kris, 11·ith 
' :\ f aj intcm's Luck ' [or an i nscrip ti o n  
( ) 1 \  t h e  door." 

T i l i ,;  s< ' llCmc. conc ·c i l·cd i n j est, as
,cumccl a ser ious form \\-hen ( ; r�;nge. h i s  
partner, made fun of i t : :\Iajinton a l ways 
became obst ina te under r icli culc.  

" I sec nothing absurd about the idea," 
lie prote,;tcd. " l buy a p i r t u r,·. a nd 
IY�t l l t  to p lac·e it advantagcou,.; l y, that 's  
a l l . "  

G range l ooked a t  t h e  va i nt i ng con
t em pt uously. yet  \Y i th a sh udde r. 

' · ( l h ,  lhnnY the i n fernal  thing a 11·ay,"  
he sa i cl . " I t\ gruesome . "  

" ( l n  the rontrarv. I li n d  i t  n r v  amu
s i ng. I ' m  groiYing

-
foncl o[ it ." · 

I l is part ner chan ged the  ,.;ul >j c\ ' t ,  but 
�uggcs ted. s lwrt ly  before l eaY ing, that 
:\ [ a j i nton take a vacation. 

, ; \\'hy not go u p  i nto the mountai1h 
for a couple o f  IYeek,; ? You're looking 
pretty well fagged out." 

" N othing of tl;c sort . ' '  :\[a_i inton re
tu rned. " I 'm as fi t  as a fiddle. 

" Trea t in g me as i f  r \I'Cre a k id,''  h e  
added, w hen Grange w a s  gone. " \\"elL 
I ' l l  soon show him tha t  I'm over twenty
Pnc." 
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\\'hereupon, he �et about construct ing 
a kind of shrine for the p icture. I n  
the apartment there was a room which 
he had been accustomed to ca l l  h i s  
l ibrary : it "·as npensivdy furn ished, 
and on th e shelves stood many books, 
most of them with uncut pages. Though 
he cared noth ing for reading , he had 
found it convenient, for purposes of 
sh u,,· and entertainment, to h ave a 
I i hrary. and had bought the books be
,·ause he cou ld not well  have a l ibrary 
without them. T h is room he now re
decorated, choosing a dark stain for the 
\I'OOcl \nlrk and black hang ings for the 
walls.  H e  hung hlac k curtains across 
the \ri ndows, so that outside l ight could 
he ent irdy excluded : allll tl1e book 
sh dves, abo, had black curtains . 

The 1 i ght ing from \Yithin \vas 
ch anged i n  such a \vay that a p 1merfu l  
i l luminat ion could  b e  thrmn1. bv means 
of reflectors, upon a s ingle spot on one 
\va l l .  At this spot he hung th e pa int
i ng ; and under i t ,  just w ithin the circ l e 
of l ight, the naked kris .  Thus, \Yhen 
one stepped. into the room and pressed a 
button, th e spectac le of a murdered :\Ia
j i nton. with the instrument o f  murder 
close at h and. seemed to leap out at one 
from the darkness. 

The first resul t of this performance 
was that h i s  servant, a person of Celtic 
i nheritance, gave notice. �aying that it 
was enough to g i ,·e a brass image the 
creeps to l i ve i n such a p lace. 1\I aj inton 
laughed, and h i recl a ph legmat ic Ger
m an . He began to take p le�hure in  
showing to vis itors this  p icture , which 
h e  would not h an? al lowed D almcny to 
exhibit  pub l icl y for any amount of 
money : ancl soon it  \Vas noised abroad 
1 hat �l �1j inton was getting a bit queer. 

People remembered eccentricit ies of 
his to \\·h ich prev iously  they had at
tached no significance. < >ne man recol
lected how, \val kin g near a c l iff one clay 
11 ith :\ l aj inton . he hncl seen the latter 
attacked bv d izz iness . Another saicl h e  
h ad heard 

·
that there w a s  insanity in the 

l\I aj i nt on ances::·y. Farley, Quintarcl, 
and E dmondson clcbai:.::cl whether to re
Ha l the joke about the kri s, ancl de
c ided that th ey would not ; for, as Quin
tarcl sagely observed, the matter was 
rather  olcl for a joke : aucl i f  1\Iaj inton 
chose to t ake i t  �-criously, h e  might !Je 

i nclined to make things unp leasant for 
them. 

" Yes, he P1ight ,"  Far ley agre�.:d. 
" And i f  he  got the notion, he could do 
it. \Yhy, h e  cz ,u !d lmy and sel l any 
one of us h :1 1 f  a duzcn t imes over. The 
fdlcnv h as the d c Y i l ' s  m1·n l uck." 

I t  was quite true that :\laj inton was 
making money fa,,t : i f  h e  "·ere crazy i n  
other \rays, at l east h i s  fin:mcial sense 
was sound. En·n Gr ange, \vlw came 
nearer than any one else to havi ng a 
genu ine affectiu1 1  for h im, \vas si lenced 
1rhen h�.: gan c.\ h i b i tions of almost un
canni ly  keen judgment. 

And :\I aj inton himse l f  believed im
p l icit ly in h is  own luck. S i nce he had 
Lought the paint ing, the luck had never 
turned-or i f  t h ere had been losses once 
or t\Y ice, h e  h a d  retrieved them easily. 
H e  o ften \H�nt into tlw blac·k room, 
turned on the 1 igh t, and l ooked at the 
horrible p icture cheerfu l ly, as i f  i t  had 
been a friend. But he no longer showed 
i t  to vis itors, or mentioned it in conver
sation, for h e  \Yas irritatcrl by the side
g lances \l· h ich a s ight or ment ion of it 
pro\·oked , and 'ome o f  t h e  gos,;ip about 
him had reached h is ears. 

" Let them gabble," he thought . " I 
can afford to laugh at them." 

N evcrtheless, h e  became more and 
more sccrtltivc. 

I V. 

THE winter \\"as now approaching, 
and it \\"as on a ch i l ly  November evening 
that the thought  first took definite shape 
i n  his mind that there m ight really be 
something i n  O l tarsh's prophecy. The 
end of the year a! 1vays brough t thoughts 
of death to him ; death was the thing h e  
feared-the th i ng h e  could not  fi ght
ami the short clays were dark with it .  

" It 's  prepo,:tcrous to suppm;c that 
O l tarsh coul d  forc:'ee mv death ," he 
argued. " A.ncl vl't, i f  thL: kris and the 
painting ha\"C l ;rought me good luck, 
\vhy shouldn 't they bri ng me bad as well ? 
O r, maybe O l t arsh knew of some plot 
:�gainst me, hacl t a l ked with some other 
enemv of mine. It  wouldn't be the hard
est t l{ing i n  the iHnlcl to murder me." 

The painting. \\· i t h  i ts  gap i n g  th roat,  
seemed to support h i s opinion ; and the 
next day. rctkct ing 011 the case with 
,,. ) ; ; , - ] J  ��n �!o'S:\ ibnt mi ght ga in entrance 



to the apartl11 l'n l ,  l ! e  gcn·e t h e order for 
a n  i n tri cate ,,·,.;tcm of burglar-alarms. 
l i e� also pm-ch-a,.;ed a re\·o lve-r and ke)'t 
i t  under h is p i l lo\1· ; ancl one Dcn·ml>er 
n i gh t  h e  a 11 ol,;e to fin d  him,.;el f i n  the  
black room . p i ,.;to l i n  h and, fac ing t h e  
p i < "turc, wh i ch l eered b a c k  at h i m  h o r 
r i b l y  from i h  c irck o f  l igl1t . 

L nclcr th e i n lluence of h i ,; n igh t ma r L', 
h e re,.;olYecl t o  cut the cam·as i nto ,.;b red,.; 
in the m or n i n g : Lut \\"ben the morn
i n;,; came he d i:.;mis,;ed tbe n:sulutiun as 
c i l i ld is;l . 

" For," he sai d,  " i f I am to l ook for 
d�mger in a room which contcl in,; a 
pa i 1 1t ing of a man w ith his throat cut, 
t h e  room had ! Jetter ! 1e m v  011·n, w h i ch 
I can "·ate h .  l f I shou l (l destrov this  
paint ing. \Yho kno\\"S that  I migh tn 't 
fiml another in some strange room 11·hen 
l was unprepared ? " 

And t hereafter his ch i ef care W<H to 
watch the pa i nt ing . As th e 2 2 cl of 
J anuary clre11· nearer, h e  \Ya tched i t  :.;t i l l  
more carefu l ly . H e  was fam i l iar \l· ith 
its ewry l ine-could cl ose h is eyes and 
sec it as clenrly as if it had been actual lv 
before h im. i t was difficult for him t;) 
imag i ne an c:-.: istl �nce unshadO\ved by i t .  

O n  t h e  morni ng of the 2 2 cl 1 1� forced 
h imsel f, by a strong effort of w i l l ,  to 
go to h is office. But his  t houghts con
stant ly ren:rted to the picture, and at 
noon he retu rned to h is apartment . 

A dozen t imes during th e afternoon 
he open ed the door of the b lack room 
aml turned on the l i gh t ; and when the 
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earl y 11· intcr darkness ft: l l he shut h im 
s e H  up t h t:rc, tu a\Y:l i t  the  pa:.;sing o f  t h e  
L\-;t h ou rs in  \\·hich tilt: prophecy m i gh t 
he fuHi l kd .  h1 on� corneT there 11·c:s 
a rcad ing� L .t ! �-: p .  \\- i Lh a � h :.H1cJ glu1 K· . 
lksidc th is l : e  s:1.t ,  h cll·ing t c1.ken dm1·n 
frl l : l l  t h :c  \1·:1 1 i  the '\ ! a L ly kris, so that, 
in  onkr to attack h im \\· i th it, an in
truder \\" ( ) U ld Jirst h: ol > l igc·d to \nest it 
from h im. H e  had hruug i l t 11· i th  him a 
c i uck. and i n the ab:-;ol ut c siL.:11ce its 
t id;: i n g  ,.;ounded unna tura l ly loud. 

,\ t 1 1 : 1 1  C p ast ten, \Ye:uied !Jy the C0ll
Sic11lt stra i n  of l ook ing at the picture, lw 
went to one o f  the black-curtained 
shelves to find  a hook \Y i th wh ich to lie
gu i l e the t i me.  H i s  haiHl fell upon a 
nd umc of Poe's tal es, containing " The 
'\Iurders in the Rue '\l orgue." At
tuned to horrors, h e  read this story 
eagerly, and \Yent on to others no less 
gh ast ly . Every mi nute or two he looked 
up from the hook, now at the p icture, 
nu 11· th rou gh t h e  semidarkness into the 
recesses of t h e  room, where vague shapes 
seemed to ;.;at her and d i,;appear. 

E lel"l'll o ' c l ock pa,.;sed, and the hands 
o f  the cl ud� \YUrt:: around to\Yard twelve. 
J\t l ast t here came the premonitory click 
\Yh i ch a timejJi ecc sometimes gives a few 
seconds before it strikes. l\laj inton 
rose, a l itt le uwoteadily, and fi x ing h i s  
eyes upon t h e  paint ing. exc la imed : 

" ( > ltar:.;h, you are cheated ! " 
T hen �;ucldenlv, wi th a fi rm hand, he 

seized the kris 
·
and drew it  across h i s 

th ro at . 

TH E B ! R T i l O F  T H E  \" E :\ R .  
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J\ h · s r c  o f  sph eres rol l ing h�·. 
Sough in g of w ind in the p i nes, 

C louds flying l ow i n  the sky. 
Stretch i n g  :J.\Y�lY in l un g  l iEc -... 

Ages t h e yc<H c lay I ll· d:l\"
Travai l and pain o f  the n igh t

Naugh t can rest rai n i t ,  or st<1Y 
Ti me i n  h i s  masterful rl ig l l t .  

Fast  comes th e old to i ts cJ ,  .�:c·, 

Soon \Y i l l  the new one hl' h ere. 
Born in the m idst o f  the snm-.·s

\\"h at \\ i l l  you bring, ( )  X cw Year ? 

Fr<�!l <'is /.i;·ingston .l!ontgo lllcrJ'. 



T H E  W I L D  G E E S E . * 

B Y  S T A N L E Y J .  W E Y M A N , 
Author of " The Long Night," " A  Gentleman of France," " Under the Red Robe," Etc. 

SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS. 

COLONEL JOT ! :\' S UL L I Vi\ :\'  re t ur n s  to Irelaml, in a ship which is a smuggler . 
Blmvn into Sknll  l l an· n ,  her cargo IS seized under pretext that  revenue must be 
paid. i\mnng the l o o t e r '  arc t h e  colonel 's  wa.rd, l ·hvia l\ l c :\lu rrongh, aiHl her 

brother.  Flavia's favorit e marc i s  s tolen. The colonel promises to  reconr i t ,  i f  they 
restore his cargo to the French :;kipper.  This he docs, and receives only the curtest thanb 
iru:n Flavia.  l\ l camdJ i k  l · l ; : � · ia\ J , n . t lwr a n d  a su i t or o f  hers, Luke Asgill ,  arc pla n n i ng 
t " get the colonel out c ,f t h e  way.  That night the colonel sees unmistakable signs of an 
i mpcn<ling insurrection. !J i, t  rust ing h i m ,  they imprison Colonel J ohn and his  servant,  
Bale, i n  a tower. Later an : t rtncd guar d t akes the prisoners in  a small boat out to a 
Span ish ship in the harbor. T h e  sm : t l l boat cap,;izcs an d all  are drowned except Colonel 
J ohn and Bale, \vho s w i m  (ii .s lwre. T h ey go aboard Captain Augustin's  sl oop, in which 
Colonel John c::tme t o I reland. The cap ta in and the colonel j oin issue to  make reprisal 
on the l\Ic:\l mrough ;;.  

Colonel  J ulm take,; t h e  r in .Qil'advr,;  < • i  t i H· u p r i ;; i 1 1g· pr i,o nc rs a n d  s h i J h  t w o  to F rance 
in Captain Augustin's sloop. I I t' p rukcb l .- la 1· ia  and her hrot hL· r on comli t ion that t hey 
i n su re h i s  l i fe ' s s a fl' l ·.- at l\!nrri, t c • w n .  l ; c ,r  a ;;ccoml reason the brother dares not let  
h a rm cnmc to  t h e  coi;HH' I .  The colonel has made a will  diverting the property from h i s  
and h i s  sister's pr•sscs:- ion . The b r o t h e r  proposes, however, to  give f a l s e  information 
about t h e  colonel  to the go n·rnmcnt t hrnu.�h Luke Asgil l .  Flavia urges against such 
t r eachery. Luke Asgi l l  i> de t l i ed admit t anc· c· tn the hnu:-e by the colonel. Fb1·ia and he r 
h w t h e r  are furiou s in re;;c·n t llH' J l l . i\ sgil! a1 l l l  t h e  brother persuade Flavia to ent ice t h e  
c •  , J "nel to  a round towc'r,  wl � e re t h ey impri snn him t o  force h i m  to change his  w i l l  i n  fa 1·c , r  
o f  t h e  b r < > t h c r. The c olon el n·tn:t i n s  obdu rall'. alt hough on the verge of  stan·atiun. I [ i ,  
p l igh t is  t h e  m o r e  p i t iabl e· hc·camc· he rea l ize'  t h a t  he i .s i n  l o v e  w i t h  Flada, w h o m  Asgill  
wishes to marry. 

C H A PT E R  X X .  

A :\  li :\ \\' E I . L·o �H: \' I >  I I <  >I{ . 

L I TT L L  I 1L' for< '  suJN·t < < l l  t h at  
d : 1 y  . .  t

.

��· � ,
. 

11W l l  sl! HH

.

I l >e
s i <k t i l L· c : t t ra t t < T  : t l  
]\ [  o r r i s t o l\ 1 1 .  

T h e 1· 1 1  L " n· >t .t r i n :� a t  
a t h i rd . 11 ho. s·:•t t c:d u u n 

chabnt l y  u p o n  t h e  lwr>l' · l l l o c k .  ,; L ipped 
h is hoot \Y i t h  h i s  r i d i n g - :;.,1· i t• · ! i .  and 
made as poor a sl t o 11· of l i i d i n ,:.; h i >  
amusement a s  thL' I' o l  mask i n g  t l w i r  d i s 
gu>t.  T h e  man ,;· ho slapped 

.
h i s  l • ·:c:  '1 1 1 d  

, h ,q >cd h i ,;  l i p,; t < J  a s i l en t 1vh i,; t k  \1· : : >  
1\ l ajor Payt o 1 1  o f  t i l l ' -t h .  T i l L· l l l i ' l l  

\\' lw l ooked at  h i m. a n d  cu r>cd t i l < '  s t :t r  

" True fur you," l'ay tou said w it h  a 
g r ! J J .  

" �) i t o u l d  han: hec t l e t t o u c: h  h ·  i tsdf. 
aud the least t�.bte more t h •l

.
l l  en:Jugh, to 

pro\·e the � hsurditv o f  t h e  ca>tlc's  > torr." 
" True for you :l ,t;ai n , "  l'a yton rep l i�d .  

" .·\ nd a i n ' t  l 'ay i u g  t h a t  hu t f o r  \·our 
p rc,;cnce h ere, and a fr iend at. , · , > u rt th a t 
I ' l l  uut name, i t 's  I w t  yo u r l nu n i l k  seiT
a n t  t l i i ,; ge nt l ema n w o u l d  l 1c en tert a i n 
i n .c: "--he t u rn e d  to T h e  � lc \ T u r rougli 
- - " Lut lw l f a company �t nd a scrg< ·ant's  
g u �t r d . "  

" I ' m  a l l o w i H g  i t . "  
" You've uo cau,:e to do ot h L·r. " 
" N ary a bit  I 'm denying i t . "  A ,; g i l l  

rL·p l i cLI more amica h l �· : a n d  as far as h e  
\vh i ch had hrou;c:h t h i m .  IIT n ·  
g i l l a n d  T h e  1\T c \ T urrougl i .  

l . u L< ·  . \ > - cou l d  h e  clcn rcd h i s  face. " I t 's  not 

" Faith,  and l ' h uu l d h an· t 1 1 < � L1 g 1 J t  . " 
i\,;g i l l  s:t i d  w i t l ; :L  c ] < J U dL·d Lwl'. 
" that  my pre,;c' n n: IH ·n· .  major,  �tn d I a 
j tl't i ce-" 

t h •1t  you're not WL'konw. :'\ot at a l l ,  
maj or. S u re.  and I ' l l  a n s 11Tr for i t . Ill \' 
fr iend.  T h e  :\k \ f ur ro u :.;h .  is g l ad t "  
welcome any Engl i,;h gen t l eman. much 
more nne of yotlr I'L' j > ll ta t i, t L ' '  

* This story began i n  THF. ScRAP BooK-Second Section-for August, 1908 Copyright by 
Stanley J .  Weyman, 1908. 
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" Truth,  an d l [\111 ."  The: l\lci\Jur
l"l>CJgh a�:;entecl. But he had nut As
gil l 's  sel f-control, and his su lky tune 
bd ied h is  worck 

" Sti l l-I come at an awbvard t ime, 
perhaps,"  Payton answered, loo ki i  1g \Yith 
a grin from one to the oth er . 

Part ly to tea�e Asgill ,  "·hom Il l: did 
not love the more hecaw;e he owed him 
money, and partl y to see th e ru�tic 
beauty, \Yh om, rumor had it, ,\sgi l l "·as 
courting i n  the wilds, h e had volunteered 
to do w ith three or four troopers w hat 
otherwise half a company \Yould have 
been sent to do. That he coul tl at the 
same time put his  creditor under �m ob
l igation, and annoy h im , had nut ber;n 
the least part of the temptat ion ; while  
no one at T ralee bel i eved the story sent 
down from Dubl in . 

" E h ! An a\vbranl t ime, perhaps," 
he rep eated, look i ng at The l\l cl\Iur
rough . " Sorry, l 'm sure, but-" 

" I 'd have entert a i ned you better, I 'm 
th ink in g, " J ames :\Ic:'l l ur;.ough said, ' ' i f  
I 'd kno\vn you \vere coming before you 
ca1nc." 

" Not a doubt of i t , "  said 1\ sgil l , 
w hose subtle bra i n  had been at \York. 
" N ot that it matters, bedad, for an 
I rish gentleman \vil l  do his best. And 
to-morrow Colonel Sull ivan-that's more 
know l edge of the mode and fore ign 
ways- w i l l  be back , and he ' l l  be helpin g 
h i s  cousi n . :\lore by token , " he added 
i n  a cl i fTerent tone, " vou bww him of 
old." 

-

Payton , who had frowned at the 
name, redclenecl at th e quest ion . " I s  
that," he asked , " the Colonel Sull ivan 
who-" 

"'\Vhu tr i ed the foib \Yith Lemoine  at 
Tra lee ? " :\sgi l l  cried hcart i l v. " Th e  
same a n d  no �t!J e r. H e  is aw;�y to-day ; 
but he' l l  be returning to-morrow, and 
he' l l  be del ighted to sec you. And by 
good luck th ere are fo i ls in the h ouse, 
and he' l l  pao.;s the t ime p leasan t ly  w ith 
you. I t 's  he ',.; the ho;.;p i table creature." 

Payton was anyt h i n g  but anxious to 
sec the m<m ,,-hose -;ki l l  hac! turned th e 
joke aga inst h im ; and h is face be
tokened his feel in g-s . H ad he foreseen 
the meet ing he "·ou l d  have left the job 
to a subaltern . " H ang it !'" he ex
claimed, n:wd by tl1c recol lect ion , " a 

line mess nm led me into there, didn' t  
you, /�csgil l ?  " 

" r did not know him then," A sgi l l  
rep l ied l ight l y. " .'u1d. pho ! Take my 
word for it ,  h e 's 1w man to hear malice." 

" :\ L1 l iu: , l ie,_;:u l ! "  Payton answered 
i l l-lmmon:clly. " l t h i n k  it 's I-" 

" ,\h,  nm an: right aga i n, to he 
s1.nc ! " "\�gi l l  agreed, l augh i ng silent ly .  
Fur already h e  had formed a hope that  
t h e  gue:;t might be maneuveretl out of 
the hm1 :;c on the morrow. H e knew 
Payton . l l  e k new th e man's arrogance, 
the contempt in \vhich he h d ll the I rish , 
hi� view of them as an in fer ior r<lc·e. 

He was sure that if  h e saw Flav i�1 . 
and f::mcicd her, he was capable of an y 
outrage ; or, i f  he l earned her position 
in re�anl to the estate, he mi�ht prove 
a fnnnidable, if an honorab le, compet i 
tor. To hast en t h e  man 's departure and 
to i nduce Fl avia t o  rema in in the back
ground, became Asgill 's ch id aims. 

J ames :'lie :'ll urrough, on the other 
h a n d .  saw in the unwelcome intruder an 
Eng]  ish o llicer ; and, troubled by his 
gu i lty conscicm·•:, h e  clrcade< l  above al l  
t h i n gs what he might d iscover . True, 
the p<bt was past, th e p lot spent, the 
Spauish ship gone. But the colonel re 
ma ined , and in durance . And i f  by any 
chance the E i lglislnnan stumbled on 
h im, hc:Jrd his stury, and lived to carry 
it lJack to Tral ec, t h e consequences m ight 
he such that a col d sweat broke out on 
the young man's brow at the thought o f  
th em . To add t o  h is alarm , Pavton , 
whose miud 1ras occupied \v i t h  the �olu
nel ,  snugh t to evince h i s ind i fference hv 
changi n g  t h e  subject, an d in doing s� 
hit on one singularlv unfortunate. 

" A pretty fair piece o f \\"atcr," he 
sa i <l . nsmg w i th an a fi·�ctecl yawn . 
" The tO\H:r at the h ead of i t-- i t ' s  gnnrn 
too dark to see i t- i s  it inh:1b i ted ? "  

Tlw :'o-le \ l urruu.!;h start�:cl gui lt i ly. 
" Thl� tO\\Tr ? " he :;tammered. Coulcl it 
lw that the man knew a I 1 ?  H i s  heart 
stood st i l l ,  t h en r:!<T< l .  

" The major' ! !  be mean i n g  the tower 
o n  th e rock. "  "\,;gi l l  saicl w ith a warn ing 
l ook. " Jill ,  su re, i t ' l l  he used at times, 
111<\jor, for a pri :-:on ,  you un<lerstand." 

" ( )h ! " 

" But we' l l  be better to be moving 
ins i de, I'm th ink ing," he continued. 
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Pa1·ton assented. He was st i l l  hrond
i ng on hb enemy. the colonel .  C urse 
the man, he was t h i nk i n�.  1\'lly cou l dn 't 
he keep out o f  h i,; way ? 

" Take the  major i n .  \ l c :\ [ urrou gh,"  
said Asgi l l . who fea red F l a 1· i a  and 
\ l orty ( ) '  Heirne m i gl1 t arri1 ·c from the  
tu \\l ' r. " You' l l  l i k . .  · to gl't rid o f  your 
hoots before supper. m:tjor." he w ent on. 
" B i d  D arbv send t i l e· ma j or 's m:lll to 
h im .  l\I c\It; rrom;h : o r. h�tter. I ' l l  he 
goi1 : g  to the stalJIL"s m�·,-,·� i·. a nd l ' l l  be 
te l l ing him." 

As the others went  in .  :\.;gi l l  st ro l led 
tO\Yard t h e  stab l es. B u t  when they 
h ad passed out of s i g h t  h v  tu rned and 
walked a long the l a k c  tn meet the girl 
and h er compa1 1 i u n .  .\ s he wal kt·d. I lL· 
had t i me to decide hoi\' he m i gh t best 
deal with F la 1· ia .  and ho1Y much he 
shou l d  t e l l  her. 1\ ' l ll 'n he md them, 
therefore-by t h is t ime t he night was 
fal l ing-hi s  first question rel ated to th a t 
\Yhich an hour before had been t he one 
preoccupation of all th L· i r m iwls. 

" \Yel l . "  he said, " IH: ' l l  nut ha\'C 
y ie l ded yet ,  I am t h i 1 1 k i n g . "  

Dark as it 11·as, t h e  g i r l  an·rt L·tl her 
face to h ide the t ro u b l e  in lwr en:s. 
�he shook her head.  ' '  :\ � � · ·  she sa id, 
" he has not." 

" I  did not count on i t . ' '  Asg i l l  an
S\Yercd checrfu l h·. ' · hut 1 imc-t imL' ami 
hunger and pati�nce�110t a doul l t  he' l l  
gin� in  presently." 

S he did nut ans,,·,·r. J , u t  l l l ' fanc ied
she kept h er fa< 'L' an· rt L·d �that she 
sh i n·re' l .  

" 1\-h i l e  you han' been a 1Ya1· �:mne

th i ng has - happenL' < l . "  hL· t· ,;n t i mH'<l .  
A fter all ,  i t  11·as perh aps ; t s  lYel l .  he re
tlectecl. that  Payton h ad come. H i s  
com ing, en· n  i f  F b 1·i ;1 did n ot en count er 
h im. \Yotdd prcn·nt  her d 11-el l ing · too 
l ong on that room i n  the tmYer and on 
the man 1YIH> famished t here. She 
h ated the colonel .  .\ sgil l ] ,e] iel'e< l .  She 
har l  h at ed h i m, l 1e \Yas sun·.  

B u t  ho11· long "· ,mld � < l l l '  con t i n li L' to 
hate him i n  t h <.""� cin·un1:'t ances ? I I m1· 
l on g i f  she ll'a rned what 11·ere the  colo
nel ;s fccl i l l g,; tO\Yan] h er ?  " c\ 1 1 llll

\Ydcome i�w_·st h a s  l 'Oll1L'. " he Cont i nucd 
g l i bh·. " a nd one t lnt ' l l  lw gi1 · i n g  t rou 

ble.  l'm fe:1 r ing." 
" .\ guest ? ' ' Fla1·ia n·peated i n  as-

tun ishment. S h e· h a l ted .  1\'k,t t i me 

for guests was this ? And unwel come ? " 
she added. " \\'ho is it ? "  

" An E ng l ish officer," Asgi l l ex
p la ined . " From Tralec. He is saying 
that the cast l e has heard something, and 
has sent him h ere to look about h im . " 

N atura lly, the danger seemetl greater 
t o  them than to Asg i l l ,  \Yho knew his 
man . "' ords of dismay broke from 
F l avia and O'Beirne. " From Tralee ? "  
she cried. " And an E ngl ish officer ? 
( ;ood H eaYens ! Do you knoll' h im ? " 

" l do," Asgill answered confidently. 
" :\nd I can manage h i m .  l hold him, 
l ike th at, not the lca�t tlou!Jt  o f  i t : but 
the l ess we' l l  be doing for h im the sooner 
he' l l  be goi ng, and the safer' ! !  11·c be. 
I 1nmld not he so bold a� t o  ad1·ise," he 
cont i nued d iffident l y : " hnt I'm th inking 
it \\'Otdd be no \Yorse if \'OU ]eft him to 
be enterta ined bv the mel; . " 

" I w i l l , "  sh e. criL·< l .  " \\'h 1· should I 
J ,e \Yan t ing to sec h im ? " 

. 

" Then I th iuk he' l l  be orderi ng his  
h or�e to-morrow . " 

" I w ish he 11·cn: gone nmY," she c ried . 
" A h ,  so do I ! ,

· h e rep l ied from h is 
heart .  

" I w il l go i n  th rough t lw gar<lc}l," 
she said. 

She turned aside,  and for a moment 
he bent to the temptation to go IY it h her. 
II c 11·as sure that she h ad begun not 
only to suffer h is company. but to suffer 
it wil l ingly. And here. as  she passed 
through the garden, was an opportunity 
of m ak ing a further ach·am·e. She 
wou l d have to grope lwr 11·ay, a reason 
for taking her h and might o ffer. and
his head grew hot a t  the thought.  

But h e  th rust the temptation from 
h im. He kne w that it \Yas not only the 
stranger 's p resence that IYeighccf her 
down, but her recol lection of the man 
in the tower and his  m i serable  p l igh t . 

As h e  went on 11· i th \ [ nrt y, he ga1·e 
' h im a h i nt to sa1· as l i t t le  in Pa\'ton's 
prese nce as poss i bk . " [ knu11: the 
man," h e  explained,  " ancl 11·here he's  
weak. I'm for seeing the hack of h im 
as soon as we can, but 11· ithout noise . ' '  

" There's ahYays tilL' bog. " grumbled 
\Iorty. 

. 

" A nd the garrison �1 t Tra k v . ' '  Asg il l 
rej oined dryl y, " to :l"k \l'hl'l'e he is. 
And h is troopers t<J �ms,,·er the ques
t ion . "  
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l\rorty lnccle him mQnaf.iC it his mrn 
wa\· .  " < > n l v I ' i l  trouble you not to  
bb;ne me, " he added, " i f  t h e  Engl ish 
soger finch; the colonel  allll ruins us en
tirely." 

" I ' l l  nut," ,\�gi l l  �m,:\rered p i th i ly . 
" l f  ;;o be, you ' l l h o l d  Y'. lll r tongue. "  

So at �upper that nigh t l'c;yton lookell 
i n  Yain fur the '"'"rry k·aut\·, \l·hose 
clJQrms t h ·� \Yarmer \\· it,;. o l  t he .ll1L'o'.:; had 
painted in hues rather Jbricl than fi t .  
:''i" everthclc,;,;, he y:ou l d  k!'."C enjuyell 
himself to lerabl v--nor the l es,; hecau�e 
now Q!lcl again h •c lt 1  his  contempt 
for the compan y pt:ep fro m under his 
complaisance-but fur the oLluscness of 
his fri end, \rho, as  i f he had only one 
idea in his head, kt fa l l w i t h  e\-:cry mo
ment mention of Col onel J ohn. 

N ow, it  \Ya s  the happy· certainty of 
the colonel ' s  n:turn next day that in
spired his el oquence ; now, the p l easure 
with which the colonel woul d  meet Pay
ton again ; llO\Y, the lucky chance that 
found a pair of new fo i l s  on the \Y indow
leclge. 

" For he's m ined ent irely, and no one 
to play \V ith him," ib.t;i l l  cont inued, a 
twink le in h i s  eye. " N o one, I 'm mean
ing, major, of his sort of force at a l l .  
Begad, boys, you ' l l see some fi n e  fencing 
for once. Ye'll think ve've never seen 
any before, l ' m  doubting ." 

" I 'm not sure that l can rema in to
morro,,·," Payton said i n  a surl y tone. 
For he began to susp ect th at Asgi l l  was 
quizzing h im . He not iced that every 
time the jw ;tice named Colonel Sul l ivan, 
the men l ooked furt ively at one another 
or l ooked straigh t before them , as if they 
were in a design . 

I f  that \Yere so, the design could only 
be to p it Colonel S u l l ivan aga i nst h im, 
or to provoke a quarrel between them . 
He felt a qua lm of apprehension, and 
he \vas confirmell in the p lan he had 
alreacly formed-to be gone n�:-.:t day . 
But in the meantime h i s  tc·mncr moved 
him to carry the \var i nt o  tl;c e nemy's 
countrv. 

" I .didn 't know," he snarled, tak i ng 
Asgil l up i n  the middle of a eulogy of 
Colonel J olm's ski l l ,  " that h e  w a s  s o  
great a favorite of yours . " 

" H e  was not," Asgill rep lied dryl y. 
" H e is no\v, it  seems," i n  the same 

�neering tone. 

" IV c know him better. 
boys ? " 

Thev munnurell a ssent. 

Don't we, 

" A;;d the lady whm;e horse I shel 
tered for you , "  the major continued, 
spitefu l l y  \Yatch i n g  for an opening . 
" Confou ; td you , l itt l e you th Qnkecl me 
for it-she ;1mst be sti l l  more in hi� 
intere:'t th;m you . Am! ho\Y does that 
:-:uit you r  hook ? " 

1\sg i l l  had great sel f-control, anc1 the 
nu j or was not a close obsener. But the 
t ln·i.t�t \\·�· s ''0 unc., pectec1, that on the in
stant Pavton n:ad the other's secret in h i s  
e\·es-k t;ew that he l oved and knew that  
h.e w a s  jea lous. J ealous of Sul l iYQll ! 
Tcalous of th e man \Yhom he was, for 
�omc reason, pra tsmg. Th en why not 
j ealous o f  a younger, a more fash ionable 
riYa l ? Asgil l 's  cun ningly reared plans 
began to sink, and even wh i l e he an· 
swered , be knew it. 

" She  likes h im," he said, " as ,,.e al l  
do." 

" Some more, some less," P ayton an
swered with a grin. 

" lust so."  the I rishman returned , con
trol lin ;� h imse l f .  " Some more, some less. 
And \Yhy not, I 'm asking ? " 

" I th i nk I must stay over to-morrow," 
Payton remarked, smi l ing at the cei l ing . 
" There mu:.:t be a gooc\ lleal to be seen 
here." 

" Ah,  t licre is ! " Asgil l  ans\vered in 
apparent good humor. 

" \Vort l :  seeing, too, I ' l l he sworn ! "  
the Jo: n g l i�;hman rep l ied, smil i ng more 
bro;<rlh·. 

" A:;d thQt's t rue, too ! " the other re
jo ined . 

H e  ktd him�;el f i n  hand ; anll it was 
not from h im that the proposal to break 
up the party came. The major it was 
who at ] ;• st p lcac\c,\ fat i gu e . E nglish 
men's h eac};, he said, were strongc·r than 
their stomachs : thcv "·ere a match for 
vort but nut for claret. 

" You should correct it ,  major, with a 
l ittle cognac ," The ::\Ic ::\I urrough sug
gested pol i tdy.  

" Not to-n igh t ;  and,  by your l .:ave, I ' l l  
haYe m y  man called anc\ g o  t o  bed." 

" I t ' s  early ,"  James :\Ic::\Iurrough said, 
p laying the host. 

" It is, but I ' l l  have my man and go 
to bed." Pavton ansy;ered \\'ith true Brit
ish ohs1 i tl �\c�·. " No offense to any one." 
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" There's none will take it here," As
gi l l  answer(;d. " A n Iri,:hman's house is 
liis guest's castle." But knowi ng that 
Payton l iked his glass, he wondered, until 
i t  occurred to him that the other w ished 
to ktve h is hand steady for t he sword-
play next day. 

· 

The .Mdlurrough took a l ight and at
t ended h is guest to his room. Asgi l l  
and the O' Beirnes remained seated a t  the 
table, the young men scoffing at t he Eng
L ,:hm::m's concei t of himself, Asg il l  si
l •�nt and clo1vncast. 

H is scheme for r icldiug him,;el f of 
Payton h ad failed ; i t  rem�1 i ne< l to face 
the situation. H c did rwt d istrust 
Flavia ;  :mt h e  distrw.;ted Payt un-his in
solence, h i s  viol ence, and the privi leged 
position which h i s  duelist 's  ski l l  gaYC h im. 
And then there was Col onel T ohn. I f  
Payton learned ,,·h at was af:Hll a t  th e 
to,�·er. and saw h i s  \vay to make u:;c of 
it, the worst might h appen t o  all  ron
cernecl. 

l i e lookeLl up at n touch from :. I orty. 
ancl to h is astonishment i l L· s�1 ,,. Flavia 
standing at the end of the table. There 
wns a h asty scramb l i n g  t o  the feet, for 
t h e men had not drunk deep. and by n l l  
i n  t h e  h ouse - except her hroth n - the 
gi rl was treated with respt:d. 

" I was th i nk ing. ' ' A"gili  snicl. fnn> 
seeing trouble, " t k1 t you \YCre in heel 
and a sleep." H er hair was negl igen t l y  
t ied b a c k  and h er dre,.;;; half  fa st ener! a t  
the t hroat . 

" I can't sleep," she ans\\·ered . .\ncl 
then ,.:he stood n moment drumm ing with 
her slender fi n gers on the t able. and the 
men noticed that she 11·as unusua l l y pale.  
" I can't sleep ."  she repeat ecl. n tremor 
i n  her voice . " I keep thi nking o£ h im. 
I wa nt :;omc one-to go t o  h i m . "  

" No"· ? " 
" Now ! " 
" But." Asgill  snicl s l mY ly. " T ' m  

t h i nking tlwt to do t h a t  v:en· to give 
h i m  hop es. It were to s l ' o i l  a l l .  Once 
i n twent1·- four hours-thnt was a:.;recd. 
Tt i s  not .four hours since vuu v: ne t h l're. 
1 f there is  one thing ne�r lful-not t h e  
l east doubt o f  i t - i t  is to lenve h i m  t h i nk
ing t hat we're meaning i t . "  

He spoke reasonably. B u t  t h e  girl  
l abored under n "·eight of n g i w t ion t h a t  
d i d  n o t  suffer her to reason . -

" Bu t  i f  he dies," she cried i n  :1 w o ful 

tone, " of L cmger ! Great Heavens, of 
hunger ! What h ave we done then ? I 
tel l you," she continued, " l cannot bear 
it ! I cannot bear it ! " She looked from 
one to the other as appeal i ng to each in 
turn to share her horror, an(! to net. " I t  
i s  infamous, it  i s  w icked ! " she cont inued 
in a shriller tone and w ith a not e of de
fiance i n  her voice ; " ancl who w i l l  an
swer for it, if h e  dies ? I-not you ! I ,  
w h o  tricked him, w h o  l ied to h im, who 
lured him t here !  " 

For a moment there \Yrts n st ricken 
silence in the room. Then, " An<l what 
had he done to you ? " Asgil l ans1Yered 
w ith spirit-for he saw that i f  he d i d  not 
meet her on her own pl ane, �he wa� 
capable of any act, howenr ruinow;. 
" Or, if not to you, to I reland,  to your 
king, to your country, to your hopes ? " 
l i e flung into h i s  vo ice all  the i nd i gnation 
of wh ich he wns master . 

" A trick, you sny ? \ L1s it not by a 
t r ick he ruined al l ?  The brigh test clay 
t h at ever dawned for I reland ! The cl�v 
o f  freechm, of l i berty, of--" 

She twisted h er fingers fe1·erishly to
gether. 

" Yes," she said, " ves ! Yes. lmt-I 
can't hear it ! It is no use tnlki ng." she 
conti nued w�th a violent shudder. " You 
are here-- look ! "-sh e pointed to the 
table st r�wn with the remains o f  th e  
m eal-' but he is-starvi ng l S tarving !  " 
she repeated , as i f  the p hysical pain 
touched herse l f. 

" You slwl l  go to h im to-morro"- ! Go, 
yoursel f !  " he nnswered in a soothing 
tone. 

" f ! " she cried-" nC\Tf ! " 
" Oh,  but-" Asgil l  began, perplexed 

hut not surprised by her attitude. " But 
here's your brother," h e  continued, re· 
I icved. " He wil l  tel l you, I 'm sure. that 
not h i n g  can be so lwr(n ful a,; to chnnge 
now. Your sister," he went on, ndclress
i n g  The :t\lcl\1 urrough, "·ho had just 
descended the stnirs, " she's wish ing some 
one w i l l  go to t h e  colonel and see if he's 
down a p eg . But I 'm tel l ing her-" 

" I t 's  fol ly entirelv. nm shoul d he tell ·  
i n g  her ! " } mnes �I c  \r urrough repl ied 
curtly nncl rough ly . " To-morro\v nt sun
set. and not nn hour cnrl icr, hr:'l l  be 
\" is itcrl. And then i t ' l l  he you, Flavvy, 
t h at ' l l  speak to h i m ! \Vlnt more is it  
you're \Vanting ? " 
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" 1 speak to h i m ? " she cried in dis

tres:.;. " I couldn't : " 
" But i t' l l h: i':>td l h a n: to," he re

p l ied rough ly.  " \\ 'a:-:n't  it "o �,rr�mged ? ' ' 
" I couldn' t , "  she rep l ied in the same 

tnne c;f trouble. " Some one else-if you 
l i ke : " 

' ' But it's not :-:nn1e one eh:,e v; i l l  do," 
f �I  IlleS retorted. 

· " But whv slwulcl I be the nne - to 
go ? "  she ���·a i led. She had Co: onel 
J ohn's  face be fore h er, haggard, :mnken, 
famished, as, peering into the gloomy, 
fi rcl it  room. she had seen it that a ftcr
l1llo;J. " \\ 'hy shou l d I ,"  she n:pe�\ted, 
'· be the one to go ? " 

" For a n:ry goocl reason," her brother 
retorted \Yith  a sneer, ancl be looked at 
Asgi l l  and l aughed. 

That look st �:rtled her as a flash of 
l i gh t  ;;tartl e s  a traveler groping through 
darkness. " \Vh y ? " she repeated in a 
di fferent tone. 

Neither her tone nor Asgi l l ' s  glance 
put J ames � I c ::. l urrough on h i s  guard, 
for he was in one of h i s  brutal humors. 
" Why ? " he rep l ied. " Because he's a 
silly fooL as I 'm thinking some others 
are, and has a Lmcv for vou, Flan·v ! 
Faith, you're not b lind," l;e continue"d, 
" and know i t , I ' ll  be sworn, as well as 
I do ! Anyway, I 've a notion that if you 
let h i m  see that there is no one i n  the 
house \Yi �;h es h im \Yorse than you, or 
would see him starve with a l igh ter h eart 
-I'm thinking it \Yi l l  he for bringing 
him dmn1, i f  anything \\' i l l ! " 

She cli cl not answer. And out\1·ardly 
she was not much moved. But inwardly, 
the horror o f  herself  which she had felt 
as she l ay up-stairs in the darkness, think
ing o f  the ;;tarYing man, choked her. 
They were w;ing her llecau�;c th e man
loved her ! Because hard worcb, cruel 
treatment, brutality from her woulcl be 
ten times more hard, more crueL more 
brutal t han from others ! B reau �': such 
treatment, a t  her h ancl s , would l >l' more 
l ikely to break his spirit and crush his 
heart ! To \Yhat Yiler use, to \Yhat lower 
end could a \\·oman he W'ecl, or human 
feeling be prost ituted ? 

Nor was this  al l .  On the t ide o f  this 
loathing of herse l f  rose another and a 
stranger feeling.  The man l oYe<l her. 
She did not doubt the statement. I ts 
truth came home to her at once. And 

became i t  p lacell h i m  in a light in w h ich 
she had ll\C\·e,· Yil'\Ycd h i m before, hecausc 
it recalled a lmndrcd th i ngs , aL'h, \lords 
on hi�  part w hit h s l lc  h a d  h�ucly noted 
at the time·, it ,;hmY cd h im, t oo, a,; one 
whom she ] J ;1 d  ni.Ter scc11. 

Had h e  l >t:..:n fn:c, p ruc::•enms, t rium
phant, the knu\Yledgc t h at he lo ved her, 
th at he,  hn cnc·my, l u1-ed h er,  m i ght only 
have re\·e_d tcd  her ; ::-!he n1 ight have h ated 
h i m  the m ore· fur it. Hut 1:m·; that he 
l ay a prisu:1cr, fam ish cd, starY ing, the 
fact that he  Joyed h cT p ierced her heart, 
tramfix cd her 1Yith the most poignant 
feeling, choke,[ her \\· i t h  a risi i lg flood 
of pity and sel [-reproach . 

" So there you haye it ,  Fbvvy ! "  
J ames cri ed compl a cently. " And sure, 
you' l l  not be making a fool of yoursel f  
a t  this time o f  clay : "  

She stood looking at him with strange 
eyes, thinking, not answering. i\;;gil l ,  
only, saw a burning ulush dye f o r  an in
stant the \Yhiteness o f  her face. H e, 
only, discon:rcd, \\· ith the subtle insigln 
o f  one w h o  l oved a part, of what sh e was 
t h inking. l l e \\' ishctl J ames :\ Ic ).Iur
rough in the depths of perdit ion. But it 
was too late, or he feared so. 

(;reat was h is relief, therefore, 1vhen 
sh e sp oke . 

" Th en you ' l l  not-be going now ? " 
she s::1id. 

" X ow ? " J ames retorted. " II aven't 
I told yon, you' l l  go to-morrow ? "  

" I f  I must ," she said slow I y, " I w i l l  
- i f  I mu�t." 

" Th en what's the good of talking, 
I 'm th ink i ng ? "  The :\ l cl\Iurrongh an
swered . And he was proceeding to say 
more when the opportunity 11·as taken 
from him. ( >ne of the 0' Be i rnes, 1vho 
happen ed to a\'ert his eyes from the girl , 
saw Payton standing at the foot of the 
stairs. Plwl im's exclamation apprised 
the others that something \Yas amiss, and 
thcv turned. 

'' I l eft l '1Y ,;nuff-box on the table ,"  
Payton ,;aid , \dt h  a �ly grin .  H ow much 
h e  h ad he�ml they could not tel l .  " H a ! 
there i t  is .  T hank vou. Sorrv, I am 
,;urc. Hope I don't trespass. \Vi i i  you 
present me to your s ister, M r. l\fcl\Iur
rough ? " 

J ames :\ fc :\1urrough 
. l ooking foo] i,h.  Luke 
11· ith rage in h i �; lleart, 

had to do so
Asgill  stood by 
cursin u the evil b 
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c : : �tnn: w h i c h  had brough t F l a1·ia down -

" I a,.;sure you ," P:l\·ton ,;a ieL hcm· i ng 
1 l l\" before h�r. hu t IH;t so lo11· t h a t  the 
i n,;olence o f  hi ,; �mile 11·as h idden from 
,)_ 1 1 ,  " [ t h ink my,;t · J f  happy. :\ l y  friend 
1\ ,gil l " s  picture· o f you, 1vann l y as he 
pa i nted it, fc·l l i n linitel v  below the 
rea l ity." 

-

C H A P T E R  X X I .  

Ti l E  K E \".  

COUlXEL T O II X  rm;e ancl IYalked 
unsteacl i l y to t h e  1vmdo11". I f  e rest 
ed a hand o n  e i the r j amb and 

l • n lkt:d t h rough it .  peering to r ight and 
l e ft 1v ith wistful eves.  l- I e  detected no 
<me-no th in g, no change. no movement, 
a nd. 1Y it h a groan, h e  ,;t ra igh tened h im-· 
: . e l f. Hut he st i l l cont i nued to look out , 
gazi ng at the p i t i less blue sk �-, i n  1rh irh 
th:.:  sun \Yas st i l l h igh . 

Presently he grc11· 11·.::a n·. anc l  11-ent 
back to h is ch::l ir .  He sat clo11 n .  11· i t h h i s  
el l lo\\·s o n  h is knees a n d  h i s  head bet 1vc:en 
h b  h a nds. Aga in h is ears had deceived 
h im ! H ow 1113111· m o re t imes II"<J11 1 d  he 
start to h is feet, - fancyin g  he h eard th <: 
footstep that  did not fa l l , ca l l i ng a l ! l u d  
t o  those who were n o t  t h ere. an t ic ipa t i 1 1g 
t hose who, more hecdlc,;s tkm t h e  face 
of nature w i thout.  would not come be
fore the appo in ted time. And t h a t  \vas 
hours a \Yay-hou rs o f  t h irst and hunger, 
a l most intolerable. of pa t i ence and IYa i t
ing, broken only by ,;uch a fancy, horn 
pf h i s  "·eakened sense:;,  as h a d  j ust 
·:iral\"!1 h i m  to the 1Yindnw. 

C olonel Tohn was a m an . sane and 
wcl !-ba l a ncZ.d ,  hut Cl"l' ll  hl· had suc 
cum bed m ore t h a n  onn· d u r ing the l::tst 
t weh·c hours t o  gusts of rage·, proYoked 
as much by the futi l i t y o f  h is s:t ltering 
as bv t h e  cruel t1· o f  h is n�rsecutors. 
A ftci c:tch of t lH�s� stonm; h e

' 
had sco1Ll

ed h imsel f and gro1Yn c a l m .  llut tll< 'v 
had ·made their mark upon him, they had 
l e ft h is eves w i l der, h i s  checks more hol
l oiY, h is hand less  firm. 

K otwithstand inc;.  h e  "·as not 1 ight 

kacled. H e  could comm:nul his facul
t ies : he could st i l l  reflect and p l a n .  But 
a �  t imes h e  found h i msel f con founding 
the present with the past. fancying for a 
\1· h i l c  that  he \Y:h in a Tu r]; i<h pr i son, 

t • r  s tarting from a '"aking dream of some 
t ·o ld camp in Russian sno\vs-a las, start
i ng from i t  only to sh i 1·er with that  
penetratin g, h eart - p i erc i ng. fright fu l 
cold, which was worse tu hea r than the 
gna1Y ing o f h unger or the l ung i ng o f  
t h i rst .  H e  had burned. i n  fi g h t i n g  t h e  
c o ld of the past n igh t , a l l  that  mmld 
l ntrn, e.\cept the chai r  i n  1vh i c h  he sat. 

He had not eaten for more than se\'
entv hours. But the lung pri1·at i on, 
wh ic h  h ad \Ycakened h i s  l imbs and 
blanched h is cheeks, had no t m·ai led to 
shake hi�  w i l l . The puss i b i l i t 1· of sur
render did not occur to h i m, 1;artly be
cause he felt sure t hat l ames l\Ic \[ur
rou.c;h would not be so r"u u l isl t  as to let 
!t i m d ie. 

l'a rtl v, a lso, bv reason of a nobl e stub
bornness in the 1;1an,  that for no pa i n of 
d ea t h would have left a \\·oman or a 
ch i ld to perish. 1\ I ore th a n  once Colonel 
S u l l i \·an had had to make that choi ce, 
amid t he horrors o f  a retreat across 
famished lancb, w i t h  \Yoln�s and Cos

sacks on ! t i s  s k i rt,; ; ami. pcrha p,;, the 
cho i ce bad become a hal l i t  o f  the mind.  
A t  anv rate, he gan: no t lwugh t  to 
yielding . 

H e  had sat for some m inu t\:s i n  the  
att itude described, IYhcn otH'e more a 
,;uund qartled him. ll e ra i ,;ecl h is heacl 
,; ]mv h·. and turned h is eves o n  the \r i n 
duw . .  Then he faltered ·to h is feet, and 
once again went un,;tead i h· to t he win-
doll" and looked ou t . 

· 

;\ t the same moment Flavia l ooked i n . 
Their c1·es met . Their  fa('('"S IH·rc less 
t han a yard apart.  

The gir l started back 1r i t l t  a en·. 
cau sed by horror at the ch ange i n  h-is 
:bpect. For s l t c  had l e ft h im hungry, 
sh e found h i m  starving : she had left 
h im h aggard, she found him 11" i t h  eye,; 
u nnatura l l y l a rge, h is tL·mp l e,; h o l lclll", 
h i s  l i ps d ry, h is chin unsktiTl l .  I t  was, 
indeed, a pale. st arin g mask of famine 
t hat  looked ou t o f  the dw;kv room at 
her. and looked not th e less pitifully.  
not t h e  l ess wofu l l y  becam;c, as soon as 
i ts  o\l'ner took in her ic!L·n t i t \·. the mask 
tried to smi le. 

" \ [other o f  God : " she \Yh i ,;percd. 
Her face had grown n early as white as 
his .  S he had i mag ined nothing l ike this .  

And Co l onel John,  bd icYin g  that l i e· 
read p i ty as wel l as h o rror in her L1 <'< ' .  
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fc· l t  a sou ri :;e in b i ,; lm·a�t. l i e tr i �:d to 
smil�: tlw morl: braHly for t h a t .  a nd 
pre��:ntly found a qu�:cr. husky voice. 

" You lllU't not L: :n·e me-tuu long," 
he said. 

She drew in her breath and averted 
her face, tu hide, he bopccl, the effect o f  
t h e  s i g h t  u p o n  her.  Or,  perhaps-for 
h e  sail' her shudder-she 11·as m utely 
ca l l ing the sunl i t  lake  on w hi ch b c r  c1·e,.; 
t !OII' restc·d. the blue sk�·. to 11· i t ncs,; 
agai nst t h i s  foul crue lty. 

But  i t  seemed that h e  dccei1·cd h im
sel f. For when she turned bcr fare to 
h i m  aga i n. t hough it  w:h s t i l l  colorless, 
it IYas k1 rd and set . 

" \.'ou must s ign.' ' slw said.  " \' ou 
mw; t  s ign the paper." 

H is parched l ips  opened, but  he did 
not answer. 

" You must sign ! "  she repeated in
s istent! y. " You must sign : " 

St i l l  he did not an,.;wl'l' ; he only 
l ooked a t  her witb e 1·cs of i n fi n i t e  re
proach. She. a \Y onwn.  a g i r l .  IY ho:;e 
tender heart ,.;hou l d  h :n·e h i ed for h im, 
could see h im tortured. could a id in the 
work, and cry. " S i gn : " 

S h e  cou ld.  indeed . for ,.; 1 1 l' rc·peatcd 
the word f�:veri,; J1 ly. " S ign : ' ' she nied.  
And then : " If you IY i l l , "  she said, " I 
will g ive you-sec ! \' ou shal l haw th is. 
You shal l eat  and drink-onl y  s ign ! 
For ( ; od's sake. sign 11·hat they want,  
and cat and drink : " 

And, '"i t h  fi ngers t h a t  t rc ll l l > l ('(l ,,· i t !J 
eager ha:;te. she cl re ,,· lm111 a hid i ng
p l ace in her cloak bread < i l ld a boll It: o f  
11· i n�:. " See 11·hat 1 k1 ,.,. brought . ' '  ,ohe 
continued. holding them before h i s  cra
ving, s_tarti_ng 

.
�\·es, h i s  cracking l i p,;, " if 

you w 1 1 1  stgn.  
ll e ga zed a t  them. :11 her. 11 i th <1 1 1 -

gu ish o f  the mind ;1 ,.;  ll' l' l l  as of t h e  body. 
How he bad mistakL·n hn : H o lY he had 
misread her : T hen. 11· i i h  a gro:1 n.  " < ;od 
forgive you : " he cr i ul . ' '  [ c ·a 1 1 twt : I 
cannot : "  

" You w i l l  not  sign ? "  she retorted.  
" Canno t.  and 11· i ! l  not," he ,;a id .  
" And '�'h\· ? \nl\' IY i i J  \'Oli i10t ? "  
On that hi:; pati�nce gnvc \\'ay and, 

swept along by one of t lw,.;e gusts of 
rage, he spoke. " \\'hy ? " h e  cried i n  
hoarse accents. " Bec::ntse-ungra l c fu l ,  
umvomanly, miserabl e  a s  \'<l\t are-[ 11· i l l  
not roh you o r  the <h'acl : l krause r w i l l  

n u t  b �:  fa lse t o  a n  o l d  man's trust : Be· 
cause ' '-he laughed a h a l f-ddirious 
laugh-" there i s  nothing to sign. l 
hav�: Lur!ll:d your parchments t hese t ll'o 
da,·s, and, i f  vou make me su tTer t ll'irc· 
a,; . much as I ·have suffered, you can do 
nothing." H e  held out hal1(L; ,,·h ich 
trembled '" i t h  '"eakness and with pas
sion. " You can do nothing," he n:
pcatl'll . " N e ither you, who - (  ; od forgi1·e 
�·ou--ha\·e no ln>man's heart,  n o  woman'� 
pity ; nor he who would have k i  l i ed me 
in the bog to gain that IYh ich h e  now 
�tan·e:; me to gain : But I foi led h i m  
then,  as  I "· i l l  fo i l  h i m  t o-cl ay-i n ,C(rate, 
IWrjured. accu r:;ed-" 

He fal tered , ,; t L·adying h im,.;c l l  against 
the 'va l l .  F o r  a moment he co\Tn·d h i :; 
eves w i t h  the o ther hand.  T IH:' I I : " ( ;ud 
f;Jrgiv�: me ! ' ' he  resumed i n  a low<?r 
tone ; " I  know not IYh a t  I sal' .  A n d  
you-go l f o r  you, too, k n o w  tlot what 
) 'OU do. You do not  know IY hat  i t  i,; to 
hunger and th ir:;t, or you ,,·oulLl not try 
me thus. Yet I ought to remember that 
-that it is not for yoursel f you clo i t . "  

H e  turned his  bark on lwr. ;I ; H I  "ll  

the IY i ncl o w. H e  hac! t aken t h rcL' s t ep,, 
11·hcn si l l' cried, " \\'ait : " 

" (;o ! " he repeated. '"ith a h:wk 11· anl 
ge,.;ture o f  the h and. " Go ' · · 

" \\'a i t : "  she cr ied. " A n d  t a ke them : 
O h ,  take them : <,luick : '' l i e  turn�d 
about .  !:'lw IYas h o l d i ng th�: foud and the  
dr ink through the 11· indo11·. h olding them 
out for h i m  to take. But  .it might  he 
another decept ion.  H e  wa,.; nut sure, and 
h e  took a step in a :-teal t h y  fa;;hiun toll'ard 
the 1vinclow, as i f, were she off her .c::u:1 n l .  
he "·ould snatch them from h e r .  H u t  ,.;hL· 
cried again : " Take t h em ! Take: t he m  : " 
w i t h  tear� in h e r  voice. " I bwught them 
for you. 

The craving was so strong u pon h i m  
t h a t  h e  took them then.  11· i tlwut aJhll'cr· 
ing h n  or thanking her. H e  t ur ned h i ,;  
back on her, a s  if  h e  dared n o t  h:t  h�:r 
see the cksi re i n  hi ,; face ; and, � landing 
thus, h e  clr�:"· the  ;.;topper fmm t !w l H l t t k  
o f  m i l k  and drank. H e  IYould f a i n  ! ian 
held the hottk to h i,; l ip,; u nt i l  he had 
drained the last drop,  hut he contro l led 
h imsel f.  and wl1en he h a d  S\Ya l ! O II'ed a 
few mouthful ,; he removed i t .  Then h.: 
broke o ff t h ree or fnnr sma l l  f ra ,c;ment,.; 
of the bread and ak them one bv one, 
and slowly-thl· Ji ro"t IY i th cl i fficn l t-�·, the 
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second more easi ly, the third "· i th  an 
a1· iditv w hich he ch ecked only by a firm 
c iTort ·of the "· i l l .  " Presently," h e  t o l d  
h im�.elf. " There is  plent\· ; t here i s  
p lenty." Y e t  he ai lo,�·ed h im,.;clf  two 
more mouth ful s  o f  bread and anoth�r 
brief sip of m i l k-mi l k  that 11·as m:ctar. 
rather than any earthl y  drink. ,\t l engt h , 
with new l i fe runn ing in h i :;  veins, ami a 
pure thankfulness that she had proHcl 
hersel f  a Yerv \Ymnan at the l ast, be l aid 
his treasures . on the chair and t�rncd to 
her.  She was gone. 

For w h i le he had eaten and drunk h e  
h a d  felt her presense a t  h i s  back, and 
once h e  was :;ure that he had heard her 
sob. But she \Yas gone. He staggered
for he was not yet ste::tdy on his  feet
to the ,-,- i ndow and l ooked to righ t  and 
left. 

F la1·i::l. hac! not gone far. She \Yas 
ly ing prone on the S \Yard, her face hid
den on her arms ; and it  was true that 
he had heard h er sob, for she \Yas weep
ing without restraint. The change i n  
h im, t o  s::ty nothing o f  h i s  reproaches, 
had rlone something more t han shock 
her. The scal es of prej udice which had 
formerly dimmed her sight fel l , and for 
the fir,:t t im e  she saw him as h e  1ras. 

For the first t ime she perceived that 
i n  pursuing the path he had fol lowed he 
m ight have t h ought h imself right. Parts 
of the passion::tte rebuke which suffering 
and indi gnat i on had forced from him 
remained branded UJ,on her memory, ::tnd 
she wept i n  shame, feeling her help less
ness, her i gnorance, feel ing that she had 
no longn am· sure support. For holY 
could :' he after t h i s  trust those who, 
taking advantage at om·�e o f  h er wound
ed yanitv and her affection for her 
brothL·r. !;ad dra \\"11 her i nto t h i s  h ideous,  
this cruel  bu,.i ness ? 

The sense o f  her loneliness, t h e  kno\\· 1-
edge th::tt those auout her used her for 
thei r  mu1 ends-and those the mm;t un
worth\·-onT\\ hel mcd her. 

\Yh.en th e fi rst passion of sel f-reproach 
h ad spent itsel f  she heard him cal l ing 
her bv name, and i n  a voice that st irred 
her h·eart-strings. She rose, fin;t to her 
knees and th en to her feet, and avertin g 
her face : " I wi ll open the door," she 
said humhlv, and in a broken voice. " I 
have brought the k ey . "  

H e  d id n o t  answer. a n d  sh e did not 

unlock. For as-,-t i l l  keeping her face 
o.vcrtcd that he m i ght not sec her tears
she turned the cmner of the tower to 
gain the door, her brother's head and 
,Jwulcler,; roce al loY�: the level of th e 
p l a t form. A s  The :\ fc :\l urruugh �tcpped 
onto the l atter from the path : he wa,; 
in t ime to H.'C h�r skirt va ni�.h i ng. l l e 
saw no more, but his  suspicions "'"re 
� uuu:;ed.  He strode across the face u f  
the to1n:r, turned t h e  corner at h e r  he�) ,, ,  
and came on hn as she was in the act 
uf putt ing the key i n  the l ock. 

" \Yhat arc you doing ? " he criell in 
a terrible voi ce. " A re you mad ? " 

She di(l not answer, but neither did ht� 
pause for her answer. The imminence 
o f  the peri l ,  the thought that the man 
whom he had so deeply wronged would 
i n  another minute be free to avenge h im
self and punish h i s  foes, rose up before 
h im, and he thrust her \Yi t h  violence from 
the door. The key, nut yet turned, came 
away i n  her h and, and he tried to snatch 
it from h er. 

" G ive i t  me � . ,  he cried. " Do yon 
hear ? ( ; i,·e it me ! " 

" I  w i l l  not ! " she criccl. " No ! " 
" GiYe it up, I say 1 " he retorted. 

This time he made good h is h o l d  on her 
wrist. H e  tried to force the key from 
her. " Let it go," h e  panted furiously, 
" or I shall  hurt you � " 

But h e  made a great m istake i f  h e  
thought he cou ld coerce F l aYia in that 
\Yay. H er finger,; on ly dosed more tight
ly on the key. " .:-J  ever : "  she cried , strug
g l ing \\ ith him. " N eYer ! I am going 
to let him out � " 

" You coward ! " a Yoice cried th rough 
the door .  " Coward : Coward ! " There 
was a sound o f  drumming on th e door. 

But Colonel J ohn's voi ce ancl h is blo,,., 
were powerless to help,  as J ::tmes, in a 
frenzy of rage �md a larm, gripped th e 
;:: i r J ' ,; \Hi :' t  a:1d l 1\" i,ted i t .  " Let  i t  go ! 
Let it go, you foo l , "  ht.: cri ed, " or I w i l l  
break vour a r m  � " 

Her. face turnerl white with pain, but 
for a moment she endured in silence. 
Then a shriek escaped her. 

I t  was answered instantly. Neither h e  
n o r  she h a d  h a d  eyes for aught but one 
::tnother, and the hand that fel l , and fell 
heavily, on J ames' s  shoulder was as un
e.,pcctecl as a thunderbolt. 

" By H ean·:1, man," a voice cried in 
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h i s  car, " are you mad ? Or i s  this the 
11 :ty you t reat women in Kerry ? Let the 
lady go ! Let her go, I say ! " 

The command was needless, for at the 
Ji rst sound of the voice T ames had fallen 
hack w i t h a curse, and · FlaYia, grasping 
her bruised wrist \Yith her other hand, 
had reeled for support against the tower 
11·al l .  For a momen t no one spoke. Then 
T ames, with scarcelv a l ook at Payton
for he it \\'as-bad� her come a way with 
h im. 

" I f  you arc not mad." he growled, 
" vou'll have a ca re 1 You' l l  havt- :. care 
at�d come a11·ay, girl : , . 

" \\"hen I h a,·e let  h im out, I will," 
she answered, her eyes glo1Y i 1 1g somberly 
as she nursed her w rist . I n  h er, t oo, t h e  
old Adam had been ra i-ed.  

" GiYe me the kt:y : ' '  b e  sa id for the 
Ja!.;t t ime. 

" I w i l l  not ,"  she said. 
The 1\ Ic :\Iurrough turned his rage upon 

the i nt ruder. " Deuce t akv Ynu. wh:ll 
business w i l l  i t  be of yours ? , ; he cried. 
" Coming between us, ch ? " 

Payton bowed. " I f  I offend." he said 
airi ly, " 1 am ·entire l y  <1t your service." 
T i c  tapped t h e  hi l t  of h i .< sm•rd. " You 
do not \Ye<lr one : but 1 han: no doubt 
you can use one. I shall be h appy to 
giYe you satis faction where and \rhen 
you p lease. A t ime <1nd pbcc-" 

But J mnes did not stop to he<1r him 
nut . H e  turned a\rav w i th an oath and 
went off in  such a 1;1anner th <l t Flavia 
could not but sec t hat  the cllal lcn �e W<lS 
not to his  taste. A t  <1nother t i 1;1c she 
would have hlu�hed for him. but h is 
bruta l Yiolence had. done more during the 
l ast ten minutes to depose his  image from 
h er h ea rt tli:m year.< of neglec t <1nd rude
n c·s�. 

Payton saw h im go. ;md blessing the 
good fortune 11·hich had j 'Ut h im in a 
posi tion to command the hL"< 1llly's thanks, 
turned to recei,·e them. But J .' l a,·ia was 
not look ing <1t h im. wa,.; not th i nk ing of 
him. 

She lwd put the key i n  the l ock, and 
\Y:ls t rying to turn i t .  I I er left wrist, 
ho"·e,·er. was too we,tk, and the right 
\\'as so straine(l as to be th�lc�,;. She 
signed to him to turn t h e  kvY. and he 
di'd so, and threw open the d<�o;·, \\·onder
ing much "·h ::� t  it  \Yas a l l  ahnut . 

'nc d id not at onn· recognize t h e  man 

who, pale and l tag.�ard, a mere ;;host of 
himscl f. ascended the three steps :1nd, 
exhausted by the effort . leaned against the 
door-post. But '"hen Colonel J olln 
spoke and tried to t han!.:: the girl , he 
k new h im. 

He wh ist led . " You arc Co lonel Sui
Evan ? "  

" The same, sir ! ' ' l'ulond John mur
mured mcclwn ica l lv.  

" Are you i l l  ? " 
-

" I am not wel l ," the other replied 
with a sickly  smile .  The incl i gn:J.tion he 
had felt during the contc�t het \\·ecn the 
girl and her brother h<1d been too much 
for his strength . " l �ha l l  be better 
presently," he ackk-:i . He do�ed his 
eye�. 

" \Vc should be get t i n g  h im below," 
Fbvia said in <111 ·undertone. 

Pa1·ton looked from the one to the 
other: He was in a fog . " 1 I a� he been 
here long ? " he <1�kl'd. 

" Ncarlv four da,·s." she rep l ied with 
a sh iiTr. 

- -

" And nothing to cat ? " 
" Nothing." 
" Th �  deuce l And why ? "  
S h t!  d id not slav to th ink how much it 

1\·::ts wise to tell him. In her repentant 
mood she \\·as anxiou.; tu pour hersel f out 
in sel f-reproach. 

" \\'c \\'an ted him tn cotwey some prop
crtv. " she said.  " :1;; we 11· ishcd." 

1' To vour brother ? · •  

" A h, · to h im ! "  Then seeing hi··. 
<l;;tonishment.  " It was minr." sh e added . 

P<1ytnn heg<"�n to u nderst::tnd. He 
looked at her. and. no. he d i d  not under
stand 110\\'. For i r the idea \\·as to con
strain Colonel Su ! J i ,·an to transfer her 
property to her brother, what  part had 
she in i t ? He cnuld < •n ly suppose that 
her brother l1ad coerced h::r, and that she 
had gi,·en him the �l ip and tr ied to rel ease 
the man .  The rest hc knc 11·. 

< lnc thing was clear. The property, 
l argc or sma l l ,  was st i l l her;;. The major 
l onkl'(l 11· it h a t h ought f u l  face at the 
s m i l ing vall ey. wi t h i t ,;  cabins scattered 
mTr the sl npes. at t h e  J a ke and the fish
i ng-ho<lb. and the sl<ltc-ronfcd house with 
its sheds and pc'<l t -s tac ·ks.  1 I e wondered . 

No more \YaS said at that moment, 
ho\vcvcr. for F l �1,· ia sa ''" that Col onel 
S u l l ivan's strength "·a ,;  not to he reY i 1·cd 
in an hour. He nm,;t be a';;islc'cl to the 
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huu,;e and cared fnr t here. l n  the mean
t ime. she w :1s an-' ious to give him wine 
am! food. To procure these she entered 
the room i n  11· hich he had been confined. 

c\s she cast her eyes over i ts dismal in
l cr ior ,  m;uk�d th� poor hand ful  of embers 
that told of his long struggle wi th the 
cold. marked the one chair 11·h ich  he had 
saved-for to l i e  on the tloor had been 
death-marked the beaten path that l.;d 
from the chair to t he w indo w, and spoke 
of many an hour of painful  waiting and 
uf hope de ferred, she sa\v the man in ;:m
ot her, a m ore gent l e  aspect. She had 
seen the hero ism , ,;he now saw the pathos 
of his concluct, and tears came afre,;h to 
her ews. 

He
.
r old grievance against h im was 

for gotten, wiped out of remembrance by 
h is sufferings. She dwelt only on the 
treatment she had meted out to  him. 

When they h ad given him to eat 
and drink he assured them, smil ing, that 
he cou l d  "·alk.  But when he attempted 
to do so he  staggered . " H e  w i l l  need a 
stronger arm than yours," Payton said 
with a gr in .  " :\lay I offer mine ? " 

For the Jir,;t time 'he looked at him 
gratefu l ly. 

" Thank vou," she said. 
" I can �valk. " the colonel repeated 

obstinately. " A  little giddy, that i s  a l l ."  
But at  the e n d  h e  needed the  he lp that 

both cou ld  give him. And so i t  hap
pened t hat Luke As gi l l ,  standing at the 
entrance of  the courtyard, l ooked along 
the road. ancl saw the three approach ing, 
l inked in apparent amity. 

The shuck \Y<H great, for J ames :\fc
:\I urrough bad Hcd. cursing, into sol itude, 
taking no steps to warn his a l ly. The 
sight struck Asgi l l with the force of a 
bullet .  Colond T ohn released, and in 
the company o f  J<� lavi a  and Payton ! Al l  
h i s  cra ft , a l l  his coolness. forsook him at  
that  sight. He slunk out of  sight l 1y a 
back way. hut not before Payton had 
marked his retreat. 

C HA PT E R  X X I I .  

U NDER the shadow of the great peat
stack, wh i ther he had retired that 
he might make up h is mind bcfcre 

he faced the three, Asgill cursed The 

:\Icl\Iurrough with all his heart. I t  
mu,;t be through h is m i smanagement that 
the thing hat! befa l len, that the prisoner 
hac! been released, that Payton had been 
let into the ,;enet. N 011·, how \\"as he  to get 
riel of Payton ? I l o w  prevent Colone l 
J olm from resuming that sway i n  the 
house which he hac! e:-.:crci,;ed before ? 
How nip in the Lucl t hat uasc.:nt feeling 
for h im which F lavia's outbreak had 
suggested the night before ; or how, short 
of all th is, 1vas he to face ei ther Payton 
or the colon<: I ?  

I n  counc i l with James :\lc:\ lurrough 
he might haYC arranged a plan of action : 
at least , he \\"ould haYc learned from him 
\\"hat Payton knc:w. But J ames's ab
sence ruined a l l .  I n  the end, after wait
ing some t ime in the vain hope that be 
\vould appL·ar, 1bgill  1ren t i n  to supper. 

Colonel Sul l ivnn \vas not there ; he was 
in no cond i t ion to descend. N or was 
FLn·ia : whereon :\ ,;g i l l  reflected, with 
chagrin, that probably she was attending 
upon the inva l id .  Payton was at table 
\Y ith the t ll" l l  0'  lkirncs and three other 
l l llckeens. The Engl i,;hman, amused by 
the discovery he had made, ,,·as openly 
disdainful of his  companions ; while  the 
I rishmen, sullen am! suspicious, were not 
a v•are holY much he knew. I f  The :\ l c
:\Iurrough chose to imprisun h i s  unpopu
lar kinsman, it was nothing to them ; nor 
a matter into wh ich gentlemen eating at 
his  table and drinking his  potheen and 
claret were called upon to pcl'r too close! y. 

But for his repu te as a duelist they 
would have p icke-d a quarrel with h im 
there and then. And but for the pres
ence of h i s  four t roopen; in the !Jack
ground they li"Clll l l l  han: fa l l en upon him 
in some less regular fashion. 1\s i t  was, 
they sat , eying h im askance ; and w ithout 
shame, \Yen: rel ieved when Asgi l l en
tercel . They l ookc·d to h i m to clear up 
the situation and put the interlop c·r in 
his right p lace.  

" I 'm fearing I 'm late, " "\,;g i l l  sa icl. 
" \\"here' I l  The \ ! t· :\ lurrongh be ? "  

" ( ;one tu meet your friend, I sh oul d 
think," Payton repl i L·d wi th a sneer. 

Asgi l l  kept a steady face. " ill y  friend," 
he  repeated. " ( lh,  Colonel Sull ivan." 

" Yes, your friend who was to return 
to-day," the other retorted. " Have yon 
seen anything of h im ? " he continued 
with a grin. 



/\ ,; � i l l  fi �ccl h i ,; c�·c,; ,;tcacl i lv on P:w
f < >n ' ,; face. 

' · I 'm f:mcyin:; yon haw the ad1·an t ac;: e  
L f  me," l w  ,;a i eL ' ' \ l ure hv tokvn . l ' m  
t h inking. m a j 1 1r,  Y<'U h a n: ,;e�·n t l 1 a t  ,;anw 
f riend a l reach . ' '  

" \l aybe I .hcn·e." 
' ' And had a bou t w i : l l  h i t n . ' '  
" E h ? "  
" An d  fa i th,  had t h e  l H::,;t <> l t h e  ! 1nut .  

too ! "  A,;gi l l continued cool ly .  3 nd w i t h  
h b  eres fi.C�:ed on the o t h er',; fe3 t u rc,;, a,; 
if h i; one aim IYa,; t o  SLT i l he had h i t  the 
mark.  " So much the hc,;t that  I ' l l  he 
chancing 3 guess he',;  up-,; ta ir,; at t h i ,;  
mome11 t ,  3nd IY<lll lldecl : T .ea,; t 11· i ,;c, 1 lw:1r 
,. , ,n and the voun :c; lach· hron �(ht  him 1 0  
the hou,;e bet ;,·ec·n· \·1 1u. · :l l ld h im ;;carce l 1· 
3 ble to u,;e his ten toe,; . "  

. 

Payton, IYi t h  h i ,; mou t h  npc·n, g l are<l 31 
the speaker i n a ma nner th3t  a t  a no t h r'r 
time must h ave provoked h i m  to l au gh
ter. 

" f,;n ' t  that the fact ? "  i\ ,;gi l l  3,;kerl 
cool! v. 

" 'i'hc fact ! "  the other hur,;t forth.  
" No, I'm cursed i f  i t  i ,;  : A ncl 1·nu kno\\' 
i t  i,; not ! You know a,; 1\"C' l l  a; I do-'' 
And ll"ith th at he pon recl forth 3 ver,;ion 
of the events o f  the a fternoon. 

\Vhen h e  had clone, " T hat 's  3 ,: tran [te 
story," Asgi l l sa i d, " i f it',; true." 

" True ! "  Payton rcjoinccl, !:t y in g h i s  
hand on a glass a n d  spc3king in a tower
i ng rage. " You k1101\· it\ trne : " 

" I know not h i n g alH>Ut i r. ' '  "\ ,;gi l l re
pl ied \Y it h the utmo,;t C< l ld nc,;,;. 

" l\oth ing ? ' ' 
" An d  for 3 good rc::� .;on.  Sure. I 'm 

the b,;t person t h l'y II" ( )U id he l i kl'h· to 
tell i t to ! " 

" An d  you were not a party to i t ? " 
Payton cried. 

;, W hy should I he ? ' ' A s  g il l rej oined. 
" \Vh at h 3ve 1 to gain by whl> ing t lw 
young l ady of h er inh erit ance ? I 'd be 
more I i k e! v to l o,;e hv it than ga i n . " 

" Lose ll\· i t ? \\_.In· ? " 
" That i; 111 \' 3ffair. ; . Ast; i l l ans wered .  

A n d  he h umn�e d  : 
. 

They tried to put ihc  comclhcr on Jmly ?-Ic
Dain : 

One, two, three. on<', t wo, t hree ! 
Cotter 3ncl crowder ancl Pa(\dy O ' T T  c::�. 

Fur who but she's owner of f h l \ym::�cshan c ?  

T i c  made h b  mcanin_C( s o  rlc:n. that 
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Payton, a fter sc ow l i ng at h i m  w i th hi :; 
hand on a glass <h if h e meant to throw 
i t . dwppccl hi ,; eye,; and h is hand and fdl 
into 3 g l oomy study. He cou l d  not but 
O \Yll  t i ll' \Yc· ight of the other's argument. 
I r .\ ,: _t; i l l  "· a ,;  a pretender to the heircs,;'.; 
hand t hl' last t bought i n  hi;; mind would 
h e  to d il·cst her of her property. 

A s gi l l  rl'ad his t h ought,;, ancl present ly. 
" f hope the 1\'0Ullcl is not serious ? "  h e  
,;a i  cl . 

' ' I [c i s  n ot 11·oun dcd . "  t h e ma i o r  a n -
swered c h ur l i,;h l \·. 

· 

:\T eaml· h i i L' t h ;. () ' lleinw,; 3ncl t he i r fd
Icnr,; g rin ned t h e i r  ;1 cl m i ra t ion o f  t h ,� 
hear-t ainer : and 1\'L' n t  out one bv one: 
unt i l  t lw t 11·o men were l e ft t oget he-r. 

Tlwy ,;; J t '"me 1r3y a part , Payton 
hrood i n ,:c; ,;�n·;'.C(el y with h is eye,; o n  the 
ta l l l e, . \ ,;gi l l  toy i n g  with the t h ing� IH·
fore h i m .  E �1 c h  sa w t h e  pr ize clear be
fore l1 i m ; e3ch saw t lw other i n  t he ,,. a ,· .  
Payton cared for tl1 e g i rl her,;elf m ere i \' 
:1,; a toy that  had <au gh t h i s  fancy ; bu t 
h i s  m ou t h ,,·atered for lwr posse,:sion'. 
Asgi l l  cared l i t t l e for the i n !writal\ < 'L', hut 
he S \Yore thai t ] 1  . .  ot'wr man should never 
I iYe to l ' r "'' '" t l : e  \Yoman.  

" I t is a ] ' i t y ."  P3y ton meditated. " for 
11· i t h  h is a id . I cuu l d take t h e  g i r l .  1ri l l ing 
PT l! ll \l" il l in� . She'd not be the  fi rs t I r ish 
g i rl 1r lw h 3 d  gone t o  h er m a rr i age across 
the pomme l ! " \\ " h i l c  i\ ,; g i l l  retkcterl 
t hat i f  h e could Ji n rl Pa \·t on alone on a 
d 3 rk n i gh t, it 11·ou l cl nr;t he h i ,;  sm al l 
S\\'Orcl would h e l p  h i m  or h i ,; four troopers 
would li nd h i m : H u t  i t  mu't not he a t  
:\I orri,; tmYn : 

Each 0\Y JH' < l .  1r i t h  ,;ay3ge rel uc t :1nce. 
that  the other h a d  a(h·antage.;. :\ sg i l l  
was I ri,;h a n d  kno\\"JJ to  F l ;n· ia , h u t  Pa\·
t on,  t lwul',h E n g l ish,  wa,: the youn c;:L:r, 
t h e  h an d s;mwr. <�ml t h e  better  h;>nl, ;md 
he lb t tned h i mseH t h a t ,  g in·n a l i t t l e 
t i me, he wou l d  11· i n .  i f  not hy f:n·or. hy 
force or r ra u d .  

Hut cou ld ill' h a n· l ooked i n t o  Asgi l l ' .; 
h e· a r t. he 1\'0ll l d  kn·e trem h !eel . F1;r lw 
1\·on ld ha1·e kno1Yn t ha t .  w h i l e  l r i,;h ho c;:,; 
\l·t:rc deep and I r i ,; h  p i ke,; W l' T l'  shar

.
p .  

h i s  l i fe w o u l d  nut  be 11·o rth o n e  \\"cek' .; 
p u r!' ! l3SC i f  he wron ged t h i .; gi r l .  

A n d  A s g i l l  su.;pccted the other ; ancl h e  
shook wi t h rage a t  t h e  thought t h a t  Pay
ton migltt offer tile girl  some rurlenc,;,;. 
\Vhen Pavton rose to go. he rose also ; 
3nct IYlWJ; ll\· <hance P3 \"ton s::tt down. 
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i 1 c  �at cl o\Yl1 also.  1\t  once the Engl ish
m an understood ; and thenceforth they 
;.;at wi th frowning faces , each more cer
tain with every m oment ,  that, the other 
removed , his 1;ath to the goa l was clear 
ancl open. 

There was claret on the table, and the 
major did not spare i t .  \\"hen he ro;.;e t o  
h is feet to retire he w a s  heated and 
Jlwd1Cd, hut not drunk. " \\'here's that 
young cub ? " he asked. 

1\sg i l l  shrugged his  shoulders . " I 
c:l l l ' t  hope to fi l l  h i s  p lace," he said with 
a smooth smile. " Hut I w i l l  be doing 
the honors as \Yel l  a�; I can." 

" You arc very olllcious, it seems to 
me," Payton growled, and then more 
l oudl y, " I am going t o  bed , "  he said. 

" I n  h i s  absence," As g i l l  answered with 
mock pol iteness, " I  will  have the honor 
of l i ght i ng you . " 

" \" ou needn't troubl e . " 
" Faith,  and it 's  no trouble at a l l , "  As

.�i l l  repl ied i n the same tone. And taking 
two of the candles from the table, he 
preceded the Englishman up the stairs . 

T he gradual ascent of the li ghts and 
the men's footsteps shou l d  have given 
Flavi a \Yamin;.; o f  their coming. But 
e ither she d isdained concealment, or she 
\\·as th ink ing of other th i ng,.;, for when 
t hey entered the passage beyond the land
ing t hey espied t h e  g irl standing outside 
the colonl' l 's  door. A pang sh ot through 
A s g i l l ' s  heart,  and he drew in his  brea th. 

She ra ised her ha,Hl.  " A h, " she said, 
" he has been crying nut � But I th ink 
it \\"<IS in h is �Jeep. \\" il l you be making 
as l itt l e  noise as you can ? " 

A s g i l l  did not answer, but Payton did. 
" 1-1 a ppy man ! " he said. And he said 
i t i n such a t one. and \Yith such a l ook, 
that a deep blw;h nimsoned the girl 's 
face. 

H er eyes snapped. " G ood ni gh t ,"  she 
,:a i d col dl y. 

Asgill con tinued to keep si lence, but 
Pavton did not take the hint.  " \Vish 
I ' cl such a guard ian ! " he sa i d. " f ' cl be 
a happy man then ! " 

Asgil l 's face was dark with passion, 
hut " Good night " F lavia repeated col d
l y. And this time the displeasure in her 
tone silenced the maj or . The two men 
went on to their rooms, though Asgill's 
hands itched t o  be at the other's throat. 
A moment later t wo doors closed sh arpl y. 

Flavia remained in the darkness of the 
passage, no l onger l isteni ng, !Jut thinking.  
l 're,;ent ly �he went back to her room. 

There
. 

she continued to stand, and to 

t h ink. Ami t he blu�h which the major's 
i nsinuation had bruught to her cheek st i l l  
burned there. I t  \\-as natu ra l that Pay
ton 's words should d i rect her th oughts 
to the man Ollbicle \\·hose dour he had 
found her : nor less natur::d that she 
should institute a comparison between the 
two ; should consider how t he one had 
treated her when he had held her strug
gling in h is arms, w hen she had beaten 
his face with h er hands ;  and how the 
other had treated her in the few hours 
he had kno\vn her. 

And so compar ing, she could not but 
find in the one a nobi l itv, in the other a. 
coarseness. For, look-

ing back , and 
having Payton's wore!,; and h is manner i n  
h e r  mind, s h e  had to own t h a t ,  i n  all  his 
treatment of her, l'o lo.nel Sull ivan, while 
opposing and tlnvarting her, had always 
respected her. 

Strange to say, ;;he cou l d  not now un
derstand that rage aga inst him which had 
carried her to such lengths . How had 
he wron ged her ? She could find no suffi
cing answer. A curtai n had fallen be
tween the past and the present . The 
rising ? I t  stood on a sudden very dis
tant, a th in g of the past, an ente

-
rprise 

romanti c. hut hopel ess. The contempt
uous words in wh ich he had denounced 
it rang aga in in her ears, but they no 
l onger kindled her resentment, they con
vinced. 

As one recover in g from s ickn ess looks 
back on the delusions o f  fever, Flavia re
viewed the hopes uf the past month. Sl1e 
saw now it  was not \Yith a hand ful of 
cotters and peasants that I reland coul d  
b e  saved, o r  the t r u e  fa i th rc•storecl !  

She was still  stand i ng a pace within 
her door, \V hcn a foot stumbled h eavi ly 
on the stairs. She recognized it for 
J ames's footstep-she h ad heard him 
stumble on th ose stairs before-and she 
l aid her h a nd on the latch . She had 
never had a real quarrel w ith him u nt i l 
now, outrageously as he had treated her 
she could not hear to sleep without 
making an attempt to heal the breach. 
Shz opened the door ancl stepped out. 

J ames's l i ght was traveling up the 
stairs, but he had nut h imse l f  reached t h e  
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landing. She had j tht noted th is  \Yhen 
a d·oor opened and Payton l ooked out. 
He saw her, a nd s t i l l  flushed w i t h  claret, 
he misunderstood her presence :mel her 
purpose. H e  stepped toward her. 

" Thought so ! " he chuckled. " S t i l l  
l isten ing, eh ? \Vhy not  l istt'n at my 
door ? " He shot out h i s  ann a1 1 < l  t r ied 
to clraw h er to\Yard h im. ' · Then i t  
would b e  a pretty m a n  a nd a pretty maid.  
But I've caugh t  you,  m y  beaut�· : Ancl 
so-a kiss for a forfei t :  ., 

The girl recoi led. uut ra;._(cd and angry. 
But, knowing her brotiwr "·as a t  hand, 
an d !'ee ing in a flash what m ight h appen, 
she did so i n  s i len ce, hoping t1 1  e.;cape 
before he came upon them. L n furtu
nately Payton mbrc�Hl her s i lence and 
took her movement for a ;.;hu\Y o f  fe i gned 

modesty. \Vi th a m oYemcnt as quick as 
hers he grasped her roughly, dragged her 
tmYard h im .  and k i ssetl her.  

She screo med then in sh t�cr rage
screamed wi t h such p:1 -: .;  ion that  l':1yton 
let her go, and stepped back with a n oath. 
As he did so he turnecl. and t h e  turn 
brought him face to face w ith J �1mes :\Ic-
1\furrough. 

The youn g  man. t i p'y and wearied, 
smarting w i t h  his IHI'll.:.(S. o;a ,,. 11· hat was 
before his eves-h i s s ister in  the man',; 
arms-but h� sa w somet h i ng m ore. He 
saw the man who had t hwar ted him that 
d av, and whom he hac! Il < l t  a t  that t im e  
d ared to beard. \\"ha t h�: m ight have 
done had h �  been st � l ll"r. mat t ers not. 
D rink and vi ncl ict inm·.;,; gan� him the 
courage he needed, ancl 1Y i t h  a ruar of 
anger, he doshecl the glass he was carrv
ing-and its content s-right i n t o l';��--

. ton's face. 
The Engl i,;hman dropped where he 

was, and J ames stood over him, swearing, 
while the grease guttered from the ti lted 
candle in his left hand. FlaYia gasped 
ant!, horror-struck, clutch ed J ames's arm 
as he l i fted the candJc,;tick and made as 
i f he wou ld heat in the man's bra in,; . 

Fortunately, a stronger hand than hers 
interfered. It was Asgi l l  who dragged 
the youn g  man back. " I faH'n' t you done 
enough ? " he cri ed.  " \\"oulcl you mur
der the man and h is troopers i n  the 
house ? " 

" Ah ,  didn't you sec. cur,;c you, he-" 
" I k no,,·, I kno\Y ! " As.c;i l l  answered 

hoarsely. " But not 11 1 1 11" : :'\ ut n, : \1· : Let 

h i m  rist· i f  he can : T.et  h i m  r i ,;L·, I say ! 
Pay ton ! " 

T he moment T ames stood back the 
fa l len man staggen:d to his feet, and, 
thou gh the blood \Yas running clown his 
face from a cut on th� cheek-bone, h e  
showed -that he \Yas l ess hurt t h an 
start led. 

" You'l l  g in· me ,;a t is ian ion for t h i s : . .  
he m uttered. " \"ou ' l l  gin� me sa t isfac 
t ion for th is ."  he repeated bet1n:en h i s  
teet h .  

" ;\ h .  b1· H ean·n.  I w i l l : . , fames :\ Ic 
:\ l urrougl{ a lb \Yl'rl'd furit lt\o'

.
l)". " c\nd 

k i l l  you, too ! " 
" A t eight to-morrow : Do you he:tr ? 

At ei ght to-morrti \Y : N" ot an hour bter : " 
" I ' l l  not kt:ep Y"ll IYa i t ing. ' '  J am.::; re

torted. 
Flavia, leani ng a l most f a i n t ing aga i nst 

her door. t ried to spea k ,  but her . \'o i l-� 
failed her. 

Payton's l idd, scn1Y l ing, b l cc(l ing face 
wa,; hate• i tse l f. " B e h i nd the vew,; i n  
t h e  garden." h e  said. 

· 

" Ah, I ' l l  m eet vou there : "  The :\Ic
:\ [ urrough anS\Yerecl, po t-va l iant . " And 
more bv token, order vour collin, for 
nm' l l  n �cd it ! " Drink 'and ra rre left no . � 
place in hb bra in for fear. 

" That w i l l  be seen-to-morrow," the 
Engl ishman anS\Y ercd in  a tone that 
ch i l led the girl 's  marrn\1·. Then. with 
his kerch i e f  pres,;ed to his cheek tu 
stanch the blood, he retreated tu hi:; 
room and s lammed the door. They 
hea rd h im turn the kev in  it .  

F l aY i a  found her .voicL·. She l ooked 
:lt her brother. " . \h . I I eavelh : . ,  sh� 
c ried. " \\'hy did I open my door ? " 

J ames. st i l l  p ot-va l iant . returned her 
look. " Because vou were a fool ."  he 
said. " But I ' l l  ;p i t  h im, nen'r fea r : "  
I n  his turn he went on Uil'teacl i h· to  hi,; 
room . disappea r ing IY i t h i n  i t  ancl c \ o.-l"d 
the  door. 

F la\·ia and .\ .;gi l l remained toge t her .  
l l cr eyes met h k  " A h. 1Yh1· d i tl I open 
mv d oor ? " she cried. 

. 
. . . -\ h :  '' hy 

d i(l  I ? "  
1 J L' ha< l n o  comfort f, >r i l l'r .  I I c shook 

his  head but d id not speak. 
" H e w i l l kill  h im : "  she sa i tl . 
Asg i l l reflected in a heavy si.lcnce. " I 

wil l  thi nk what can be clone," he mut
tered at last. " I  w i l l  t hink : D o you 
go to bed ! "  
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" To bet.! ? " she cried. 
" There i:; n:mgl1 t to be clone to

night," h e  answered i n  a l ow tone. " I f  
the troopers \\·ere not with h im-bu.t that 
is useless . And-his d oor is l ock ed . D o  
you g o  to bed a n d  I wi l l think \Yl13.t we 
can do ! " 

" You \r i l l �an� T ames ) "  
hand o n  A sgi l l ' s �Inn. 

She l aic! h er 

forgotten h er bro t h er'�  t reatment of her 
earl ier i n  the day. 

" I f I can, " h� ''�l id slll\rh·. H i s  face 
was clamp ancl nry pal e. · . . If I can,''  
he rep ea ted, " hu t  it wil l not be easy to 
!'ave him hmwrablv." 

" \Vhat d o  you !�J ean ? "  she whispered. 
" H e ' l l  "ave h im,;elf, fancy. But 

his honor-" 
J l e qu ivered . 
" :\.h, you \Yi l l  S:l\'C 

" Ah ! " The word came from her in 
h i m : . ,  She h a d  a cry of pain. 

( T o b e  c o n c l u d e d . )  

E D U C A T I N G  M A R J O R I E . 

BY ELIZABETH NEWPORT HEPBURN. 

A S H O R T S T O R Y .  

IX .·· . .. ·t.·
!Je characteristic room-cool , 

W spacious, book - l ined -
Kate and M arj orie Pey
ton faced each other with 
that vital  i nterest, accom-
panied by a curium; \Tiled 

antagonism, begotten of t heir  complete 
unlikeness. 

:\ l ar i orie \ras n ineteen. hut so mature 
of fig�re, so calm-eyed and reposefuL 
that  she m i gh t e\·erywhcrc h nve pas,;�d 
for twcnty-t\1'0. \\'hereas Ka te, at furty
three, looked younger than her years, 
thanks as much to her modern, alert, even 
bri l l iant, m ind a� to her slim body and 
h er 'mooth.  fa i r :.;kin. She was star ing 
at the girl no\\' w it h  a l i t t le puzzkd 
frown. 

" But,  l\ J a r j o rie,  nlu a.re �uch a c h i l d : 
n inctc<.:n i� t.crri h l  �; young. s\\·eethc·an :  
How can I let you decide your \\·h u  k l ife 
now ? " 

:\ l a r i or ic  smi l ed that  inscrutable slo'" 
smi l e  of hers. She l canecl a l i ttl e for
ward and touched lH:r mother's strong 
\Yh i tc h and ; then she spread out her o\\'11 
beside i t .  

" :\ fothcr. darl i ng. we're as d i fft�rtnt 
as our two hands-look at t hem : " 

Kate saw her 0\\'11 h and-thin, a lmost 
virile in its expression of energy
artistic from slim wrist to tapering 
finger-tips ; it m ight h ave· b een the hand 

of a painter nr n f  a musician . l\farj orie 's  
kmd, ly ing Lesille i t  on the older \\'Om 
an's  knee, \Ya� round, clel iciousl v plump, 
\dw l l  v and oln·iousl v \Hnnanl v. · 

:\I a�j or ie laughecl .softly. · 

" Your hand is young and cl ever nnd 
eager, ,]J iitfa,·ll<ll. :\I inc i�  al ready quit<.: 
grown-up, l lut l·unmlonpl acc-j ust a l i t 
t le, o l d -fash ionul h·mi nine t h ing : " 

" I t 's  yery pretty. ' '  sa:d Kate gran�ly. 
:\Tarj oric's h ead t i pped j uclicially.  H er 

,,·arm brown eyes laughed. 
" I t is pH·tty. But i t  cnn 't \Hit c· ur 

paint, or d o  any clever stunts l i k e· yours. 
It just advert ises me for \Yh at l am
noth ing but a \i·onEttL"  

K a t e  captured t h e  l ml\\'n, dimp l ed 
sera p of a hand. 

" 1\I arj ori c, you're not a woman .  
\'ou'rc a g irl-a l i ttle, unsophist icated 
goose of a girl-a nd you're m ine. I ' m  
go ing t o  keep you l ike this for _r, ·ars. " 

But l\l arjor ie drew back. Her l i ps 
straigh tened, her eyes tlashed a sudden 
\Yarni ng . H er f u l l  bosom under ih 
muslin bodice rose and fell \\' i th  her 
qu ickened breathing ; she spoke no long·cr 
with her w'ual del iberation, hut with a 
growing intensity of feeling. 

" 1\ l othcr, I tried i t  for a year because 
vou wanted me to clo what you did. But 
-, hate i t ,  every h i t  of i t-basket-ball and 
' math ' and Engl i sh, and the tiresome, 
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h ackneyed profe:;sors, and the tomboy 
girls a l l  talking their eterna l  s lang. I 
hate the very atmosphere o f  the p lace ; 
the onl y  time I rea l ly l iYCd during the 
whole long year \vas \Vhen I \vas out on 
the lake by mysel f, d ri fting a long and 
t e l l in g  mysel f  stories of \vha t l i fe wuu l cl 
be l ike away from col lege-" 

She flush ed a l i t t k but \\Till on 
bran� \·. 

'' l ';n not l ike vuu, mother. l don't 
care for a lot o f ot�her 1romen. I nd ivid
ually I like them \YCI I  enough, but i n  the 
mass I am a fraid o f  t hem. l 1vant to 
kn ow men.  I \vant t o  have friends 
among them-! even 1vant lovep;-\l·b i l c  
I s t i l l  feel so young-so alive." 

K ate Peyton flung out her Jw ncb w i th 
a l i ttle l aughing gasp. 

" But, :.rar j orie. vou're barc l v  n i ne
t een ! And Yl�u 11· i l l . bc only t ll·�nty-onc 
1vhcn you graduate. Child-the lovers 
\r i l l  come then, ancl vou w i l l  kno\v better 
how to clbcriminate .. h01-.· to ch oos� your 
real mate. \Vbv, kicldil',  l met vour 
father the year !

.
l e f t  col l ege, 1vhcn ( was 

twenty-two ; four years be fore. I \voulcln ' t  
have rea l ized that  he 1vas nocth· 1vhat l 
\\·anted and needed. . 

" E ven that \Vas lou you ng. l have 
since though t, except t h a t  your father 
was Jive years older a ml Yen· m ature, 
strong and san t• and competent.. But then 
my mind and t astes \\'ere clcYcloping. 

" At the cncl of a college course a 
girl usua l ly fi nds hcr,.e lf ,  knOll'S \\·hat she 
wants, \':hat >dll' can do, t h e  men and 
\Yomen \vho <He fur her, \Yho spcok her 
language. 

" An d  all t h i �  apart from the du ty of 
women as \Yel l os men t<l ti t t h em;.;elves 
to become economic fa< " tors in t h i ,; motl
ern wor ! d . "  

:\I arj orie sh rugged . 
" I  know, mother. You made me read 

' "'oman in Econom i cs '  l ast summer. I 
d i dn't l ike it .  or understand it .  either. Dut 
l 'm perf cctly will ing 1 < •  ,; tucl )." bookkeep
ing and stcJwgraph )·-stl!llcth i 1 1 g  pract i c 
cal . I don ' t 1\':ll lt  tn s t ;n· icl l e  unti l "
she hesitated . then cJ J c lc�l up l mn·cly
" u n t i l  1 marrv." 

Kate sucld�·nly hmkc i n : o  reluctant 
l augh ter. 

" That's  it-the d i fference k·t \\'een us, 
M adge. I be longed to the group of girls 
who say ' i f I marn·.'  I lwn� n ot iced 

.=; c 

before th at ynu a l \yays put it ' \Yhen I 
marrv.' " 

l\ l �ujorie's soft cl1n·k \ven t from pink 
to d amask, but her n-cs mLt her mothn's 
eyes unt1inchingly. · 

" I t's true. l d o  expect to marry. 
can ' t  imoginc any in tL·re,;t in l i fe as keen 
as one's 0\Yll sh are of Jon� for a IJarticu l ar 
man-and for-J ,abit:s." 

Kate l a i d  her hand on the girl'� shou l 
d e r .  H er voil-e h a d  in i t  no hint  of amuse
ment . I n  spi te of her disappointment, 
she held to her privilege o f  comrad�ship. 

" Dear, I t h ink you arc Yerv s1vect to 
t a l k  to me like th is: I wantecl to under
stand , and I th i nk I do now. Also, I 
am gra t eful to you for the one year. I 
thjnk the e;.; pcrience has dewl oped your 
m i nd a,; \Yel l  as some o f  your prejudices. 
Dut I can sec that you oughtn't to go 
back, and \"OU shall not .  I w i l l  ta lk t o  
D o n  about ·a bwdncss course here at home. 
And there \vi l l be compensat i on to m e, 
l ittle cl aughtL·r, in the j oy of h aving you 
around ." 

M arj orie gave a sigh of relief. "L noc
cust om ccl tears qood in her cws.  

" Oh, . 1/  i i i  it'l'dzol . 1 hank you !  And 
I ' m  glad that you, onyh(m·, arc-modern. 
I t's  w ha t  makes you tolerant even for my 
l1atcful cl iHerencc. I know. But am I a 
change! ing ? I I  ow can l belong to you 
ond clad ? " 

I I . 

T I I  Yr next \Yinter Peyton and Kat.: 
and their  intim ates \Vcrc ;elcgated to the 
stud\· on the second floor, 1\·llerc Kate had 
forn1crly clone a l l  her \Hi ting. She now 
\\TOte i n  a t iny chambc:r at  the top of 
t h e  house, furn i sh ed from left-overs l ong 
in possession, ;mel used the study as living
room for h crsl' l f and PL·\·ton. The dra lYe 
i ng-room l\I arj uric c a l m l y  appropriated. 
in the l ate a fternoon to pour tea for her 
friends aml Kate's. i n t!Je LYcning to 
receive the yuun • c  men 1vho ca 1 1ed sin«lv 
or i n  groups, ;l p�•arently pos,;cssed hy �;1 
ungovernable enthusi asm for the youn;.; 
person's society. 

A fter t h e i r  return t o  t o\vn in the au
tumn,  Kate lwei been 'ome\v h at uncasv 
lest :\ l arjorie, husy duri ng the mornin� 
\Y ith her lmsiness coursv. shou l d  find till' 
afternoons and even ings dul l ; for Kate. 
fu ll of her own work . .  had gone out very 
l it t!t: among ,;m art :'\ L' ll Y"rk ,.,·omen. 
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l l L· t  om· or t iY •J �U<Tt:�s f u l  I H >� tks a nd t he 
l'L·yton s tand among old � l'll. \ork gt·n
tk- folk assured hL·r e :-.:cel lent  soc i a l  

opportu n i t ies, ,,·h i c h  for years she had 
S\ stcma t i ca l h· m· glectcd. ?\o\v. ,,· i t h  \ L l r 
j;Hi l' at hOl�ll'. �he  11 nndered ho 11· aml 
11 ! H: rt· the gir l ,,.,ts to  med c!t:s irahk mt' l l .  

But she soon ceased t o  \HJIT\·. T ilL' 
sons o f  hn old friends, of Pc�·to; t 's \'a l (' 
classma tes, had hut to Sl'l' \ L u j or i c· once· . 
. \ ftn that .  the young 1n>man (·oukl pick 
and choose among them. And youngste rs 
l\!arjor ie had met during the summer a t  
Lenox or Newport ine1· i tably ap]warecl i n  
he r  statelv l it t l e  clra1Y ing-room. For  even 
the look · of the house,·· save for Kate's 
sanctum, was rapidly changing ; l\Tarjo-. 
rie's taste for an o ld-fash ioned d ign i t y 
was metamorphos i ng the p leasan t . sun 

shim· house ; i t  st i l l rema ined a chL·er fu l 
plac�. but here and  t here i ts  art ist ic 
wholeness o f  aspect \l as y ie ld i ng to 
\farjorie's pass ion for ant ique brocades, 
spinning- \vheel s ,  n�·s ta l chande l iers. gi l t
framed mirrors. 

Peyton laughed at t h e· C' \ ['L'JJ SL' o f t hese 
n ew -o ld be lon g in gs. 

" They make a fasc i na t i ng background 
for her, Ka ty. S he's l i k e  some grand,·  
dame o f  Colonia l  days. She ought to 
\vear po\Ydered h a ir and old C h i na cr:t pc 
sh awl s and crinol ine." 

Kate turned [rum her dl'sk and l ooked 
up at him w i t h  a gleam in her L'�T'. 

" \'ou "· ' 1 1  ru i n  her. I >on .  She hasn ' t 
an idea o f t h e  \·a l ul' of money. l l cr  
dressmaker's bi l l  last month was �;can 
dalous. l t  more than balanced a l l  tha t  
I ' \·e made from mv slwrt stories i n  thrl'L' 
months.  I l L·t �·en; pa�·  i t .  but I counted 
the cost . " 

Pe\·ton k i ssed a l i t t le  r ing o f  h<t i r  on 
Ka tl' ;s \\· h i ll' neck. 

" She's a t err i bl e yc•ung person .  
K a th leen. S he's extrayagan t  and a n t i 
modern and mTr-se'\ecl. and  a l l  t h e  re,.;t 
o f  it. Hut she's t h e  prettieo;t th ing 1 
h a,·e seen i n  vears. A nd slll' seems to 
st ick to ll l ' r (Jusineso; c ·our.;e hcroica l l v. 
considering her tempta t ions to play \\· iih 
Ht:an�n kno\\·s how many e l ig ib le young 
men possessed of au tumobi ks. ' '  

_ Kate laughed un,v i l l ingly.  
" I  know llO\Y what my \'irginia gn·a t 

granclmot h er \vas l i ke-the one \\·h < >  \l'l'nt  
; ,n r iding horsl'hack and danc i ng :t t l >a l l s  
i i t  n:l n·t  a n d  ]>l'a r l s  :t f tn �hl' had hac! 

li l'l: hah iL·s . :-;hL· d ied at  t h irt\·-but sill' 
mu.;t han· had a gay l i fe of it.  j udging 
by t hat  o l d  d i a ry of  hers and the be
longings 11 h ic h  han: come clown to tn L' 
and \ l arjuric. Don. those: pearl s  made 
the ch i l e! i t t t< � a t��\r i n g  beauty last n igh t 
i l t  the \ :1 1 1  C ost s . 

' · She doesn't nel'd pl'a rls ," said \ l a r
i ur ie's fat he r. But he added a fter a moo 
;11l'nt ,  as he tumhlL·d the sheets o f  Katl' 's 

ma nusni p t : " ShL.'s fascinating, Katy, 
hu t I \\· i sh she hac! a m i nd a hit  more l i ke: 
her  m ot her 's . r hom·st l y don ' t  know \\·ha t 
to talk to hL· r aLout 11·hcn '"e're alom·. 
She's not i n t ercsterl i n  my law or your 
l iterature or everybody's pol i t ics. SIH· 
doe.s n ' t  can· a hang about the \I'Orld o f  
though ts or  act io n . "Then a l l 's  said, slw 

is  just an ohst inatelv obsolete creature 
\vith a beaut i fu l  face:." 

Kate's head drooped a l i t t le : t hen s l w  
d r i fted i n to sudden laughter. 

'' But,  Don, vour c lever \Yi fl' \vas 
never. i n  her n;addest, merriest wars. 
such a lw l l c . The c h i ld has h ad l�a l f  a 
dozen pro posal,; since J une-and nm1· 
Bobby P rendergast . 11· i t h  h i s  mines and 
h is yachts :mel h is motor-cars, i s  han gi ng 
on C\'C'ry 11·onl she ut ters. He's young 
and clean and handsome-and no man's 
fool .  e\·cn i t' I l l' hasn't  '"hat vou and I 
ca l l  a m ind . · ·  

Penon nodded .  
" Bobby's a l l  righ t - i f  you don't h a p 

p e n  to  lJL• bored to  death hv h im. I f  shl' 
just fa ncied Pl' ln Cart \\'l� igh t ,  now. or 
Leon \ Iercier � "  

He sat d 011'11 o n  the arm o f  K a te 's  
chair  and rumpled her l oosened ha ir  i n to 
a d istract ing bronze mass. Kate leaned 
against him w i t h a l i t t l e  sigh. 

" Peter is  a wonder-and Leon is thl' 
\l· i t t iest ct"l'at u re I kno\1·, I 've tried to 
,;tt·al \ L l rj o rit· for a ta l k \\· i t h  them u p  
l ll:' r e  nm1· and t hL' I I .  Pl' tLT brought hark 
tha t  ston· of mi nt· l ast \l·eek t o  discuss 

t h e  lon:-lct ter. I fe said i t  was tou 
rea l ist ic to  he c ffect in·. and [ ca l l ed 
l\ l ar jor ie  in and asked her op in ion hcforl' 
then; hut l t .  S he read i t .  t h e n  looked out 
of th t' windo11· : �hl' said : ' I  don't be
l i L·n· 1 1 1  lon· - k t t l'l's. m other. A man 
ough t  to prop()se to a gi r l fac·e to fan· . 
u n b;s he is j ust ask ing her out of polite
ne--s and dne,;n't  11·a nt  hn to accept. A nd 
a fter Ill' h �b p rnpc >'l'd ltl· ough t tn sf,l_r 
{1/'01! 11 . 1 .  . .  
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Peyton broke i nto d el i gh ted laugh ter . 
" S he h ad you t here, Katy ! "  
' · S he had me, indeed : l .eon agreed 

11·ith her at once, hu t l'dn undertook to 
argue the que�t ion . Th ey talked fur ha l f 
an hour, and Peter w as bri l l iant, de
l icious. H e  cornered ?l l a rj or ic a dozen 
times, but she stuck to her point even 
wh i l e she stayed in the comer ; and then 
l ames came to announce Bobbv and the 
;nach ine, a nd she flew a11·av J(kc a bird 
loosed from a cage. We . 1r::ttched the 
start from m y  w indow-and 1 fel t  posi
tivel y sorry for Leon and Peter. Con
trasted w i t h  Bobby and :\larjoric, they 
seemed cen t ur ies ol d . "  

" \Vhy IYCren't you cn: n  sorrier for 
your forty-year-old sel f ? . , 

" ( >h ,  because ! " 
" \Vhy, sphinx ? " 
" D on, you're demora l iz ing me, and I 

must work th is w hole chapter over so 
th at Peter can have it to-n igh t . You told 
me you had to read a l o t  o f  l a11· tb is 
en:ning on t hat Thurbin r�1se-so please 
go and do i t .  O h ,  you knmY it , anyhow, 
cgot ist-I can stand being forty or anv 
old a ge-/J, '<"ilits,· of yo11 . " 

I I  f .  
PETER C A RTWRl < d iT 1ras a busy pub

! isher and editor, widely e :-: pcT ienced in 
men and th i ngs and pos�c,sc·<l o f  the keen
est and suLt J u.;t l it na rv d iscr iminat ion.  
For a good many ycars__:_i ndccd, � -dnce the 
a J ' l 'caran ce o f  K a te's  fi r�t  n on·! pu l l l ish cd 
hv Ca rtw r i gh t  & C h a l mcr c -- ·hc had been 
a

-
h ;1hi tu � ;,[ the Pevton lwusc>, devoted 

to Kate a m! l ik e 11" ise ·a nuny of Peyton',;.  
To Don be h:!d on<·� n1ark a cu ri ous 

confe��ion. 
" I  want vou tu t! I I rkr:' t ; ! n d  m y  posi

t ion, Pevtun . "  he bad s�: id .  ,., i t ll a d i rect 
g l ance ciu t  of b b  far-�1 p:nt .  h mvst eyes. 
( > ver thirtv-fivc, he 1r a� st i! I a hil\·bh 
l ooking m:m, lYe l l b u i l t ,  c l ean l in;hecl , 
dear eye1l, ,,· i t h  �� Lire sm i l e  11 h ich h i s  
fr iends l oved . 

l >onald l'L·\·t o ;  1 had 11 ; 1 i tL·d 11 it h some 
rur i os i ty, a nd Ca r t 1n- i gh t II L' l l t  on de
l iberately : 

" Peyton, cn:r S : ncc yuur l'> i fc li rst 
came i n to mv oflice she has �l'L'I11Cd to me 
the one II"On{�m on ea rth . I can't  a n a l vze 
my fee l i ng, but l knm1 t h�1 t her fric;td
sh i p has l o n g  hccn d earer to me than the 
possibl e l u H' oC an y other 1\"oman. She 

makes th<:m a l l  sevm tame, colorlcs,;. 
Yet I think I 'm man enough to rejoice in 
your happin ess-and her,.;. On l y, you 
ought to knmr t h e  t ruth . N ow, do you 
want me around ? " 

A nd Peyton, t be grip o [ his  great hand 
on Cartlnight\, an,;IHTcd l.Jrietly : 

" Sure lYe 11·a n t  vou around , Peter
and I mav as \Ye l l

-
confess to ,·ou that 

l \·e never- been able  to unclerst�nd w h v  
a l l sane m m  d o n ' t  feel j ust a s  I d o  abou-t 
Kate." 

After IYh iL'h cunversation the relat ion 
between the t 1ro men devel oped into a 
curious friendship, and Kate, del igh t ing 
in their  i nt imacy, never guessed how i t  
had come abou t. S h e  trusted Pder as 
comp l etely as ;.;he trusted Don, and re" 
j oiced in this triangula r  ,·amaraderie w i th 
a laugh ing d isdain of t he future :\ I rs. 
Peter Cartwright. 

" For 1vh en you get �l  11 i fe, Peter. she 
w i l l  make yuu repud i a t :: me and Don for 
a l l  time." 

" Don't  IYorry about :\ I rs .  Cart1night," 
sai d Peter.  " S h e  shal l  he as generous as 

you, K ate. o r  I ' l l han: none of her." 
This l ast , ·unnTsa tiun took p l ac e: a fter 

:\ l arj ur ie's return hume. Kate and Peter 
had come up to the l ibrary a fter d rin ki ng 
tea with },Iarjorie and youn g  l'renclcrgast 
in the dr�nl" ing-room. 

" T hat a ffai r i s  beg inning to look l ike 
t he inevitable end o f  il l aid il la rjorie ," 
sa id l'eter. " But Bobby is a good boy. 
He almost de,.;ern·s even your daughter, 
Kate." 

K at e ' s  ew1 m>ws l i fted. 
" 1  wanted a man for mv son - i n - l a 11·. 

P ctcr-a grom1 -up, anal yzi n.g, i ntel l igen t  
creature capable of d evel op ing }, ! arj o
rie's bra in as 1rt' l l  as her emot ions . The 
k ind of m an l 'n· t hough t about \Youlcl be 
a l iberal ecl uc�1 t ion-ronsiclen1 blv more 
of an educat i on t h a n  any c o l l ege-for 
il l arjor i c .  B u t  ; I pparcn t l y  :;ht: want� 
Boii i l\· . ' '  

" /�ncl pcrlw ps Bo!J!Jv's l i tt l e  m i l l ion ? " 
su ggested Cart1ni gh t -ra t her nll'anlv.  

Kate flu�h ccl .  
· 

" Peter. \far jurie mav n u t hL' clen�r. 
hut she's in, ·uraLiy ,.; i n<'eJ:e. Sill' 1rou lcl n ' t  
marrv a n v  m �m un ear t h f o r  a secondary 
reas,;n.  -l t lnm lcl Lk l un: with hcr-o.r 
notl 1 ing."  

Peter apolugi;ccd. 
' ·  < H , ·oursc that m w .; t  he t rue of your 
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daughter. I : u t  I ran't ahl";.l\·,; remember 
t hat ,;he is your daugh ter . -And t hough 
I sec a great dea l o f  her, l clt•n't seem ttl 
k nmY her Yen· ,,·e l l . "  

" I doubt �d1ethcr anybody d<H:,;---·un 
!l.',;,; i t\ Hoi >h\·." returned Kate. 

l\ ot l ong
-
a fter t h is Ca rt 1n i.�l 1 1  and 

Bobby Prendergast were neighbors <lt a 
fraterni ty d i nner. T h e  older ma t t 11·a,; 
i m pressed by the hoy's setbe and s i m 
p l ic i ty. H e  had not l iked h i m  l>e Con:, 
hut a remark made L>etiiTen t o:1sts r i Vl'tL·d 
his  attention and changed t he current of  
h i� thoughts . 

" \\'omen either f'et men a t  sword's
po i nt or turn them i nto comrades. ' '  ;;a id  
Bobb1· Prcndeq;-a,.;t, 1Yit h um\Sual ant 
men .  

- " 1\1 r. Cart�-right, seeing you at  
the Pevtons' h a s  made me wan t  to know 
you. l 'm not l i terary, ancl a l l  that . l ike  
y o u  and M rs. Peyt on , but I care a l ot 
for .M ar j orie, and I want to coun t ''" i t h  
?l l arjorie'� people a n d  th eir k ind . "  

C artwright l i ked th e frankne,;s o f  t h e 

l>o\'. He also felt fla t tered . I t  looked a 
l itt le as i f  1\l arjorie must care a good 
deal for her mother, and her mother',; 

friends, i f  young Prenderga,;t considered 
Peter's good-ll'il l  desirable. 

A fter thi� he and Kate went mllrc lrL'· 
quently with l\Iarj or ie and Bobby in  t he 
lat ter's great touri ng-car . S pring came 
early that year, and the  four o !  t h em 
\wu ld drive down to \Val l  Street. ent ice 
Pevton from his office, and then cro;;s 
the Brooklyn B rid ge and ,;teer th rough 
('1'\> ll·ded �t reeb to t h e  mwot h .  broad 
I .ong Is land road,;. 

( I nc Apri l  a fternoon t hey turned in at 
t he Countrv C lub. a nd had d innn on the 
piazza. Kate th ought �he had m.:n:r seen 
:\'larj orie so l ovely. Th e  girl, usual l y  o f  
a healthy creamy pall Jr. "·as flw; hed. and 
e1·en a l i tt lt: tanned h1· the fresh w i n (k 
H er  fair hair  curl ed l;ac k  from lwr lo11· 
hroacl brow, her eyes shone : slw wa,.; 
t l t L' i n c a rn a t i o n  of l (;n:h· gir lhood-- i nn •� 
cent. vet < ·urious h· matllr<:. Bohl ll··,; en·,; 
watcl tcd he r 1Y i t l1 an ol ll·icnh ad;wat i;l l l .  
T lw t11·o older men.  fa ther a nd f r i•· t H L  
seemeJ l o  concent rate their  a t t ention 
upon t he girl's fre,;h ch arm for t he lir,;t 

time. K a t e  11· a t c hed . t hem a l l  dre:n n i l y .  
H er clattgh ter's beauty made her gloll' 
ll' ith a h a l  f-brcath l e,;s p l e3sure. and she 
il::ll l a wh imsical  consciousness of being 
ouhhone for the lll t >lllL'n t .  C'\'(·n i n  thr 

n -c -;  o f  t hesL· t 11 o  l l l \' l l  �' '  l u ng pent l i a r l y  
hn "'�'�L 

J .ater l lubl,1· a nd \ l a r jur ie  11·ere a lone 

fur a mome t t t  uu l h t: p iazza.  and 11· h e n  
!'-ate came upon t ! Jc 1 1l in t heir moon l it 
n•rnt:r �Itt: �urpri ,;l'd a l i t t l t: �·-·cue 1rh ich 
made her n:trt:at h a,; t i l y into t h e  b i g 
l i1· ing- ruum. 11 i t l t ih open ii n.· . Slw ,;at 
dCl\Yll bet ween Peter a nd her ]m-;l>an d ,  
fee l i ng a ! i t t k lo t t l' l y  and aloof. 

1-lul>l>y IYas a d t•; t r  f e l l o 11·. hut 1 1 0 t  her 
k ind. She fdt that  l lobbv's w i fe would 
he uo l o ugn her i\ l arj o;· ic ,  and aga i n 
she had that  vis ion o f  :\ l ar j or ie, a,; she 
m igh t ha\·e he('ll a 1rak1·ned i>y a man of 

a different type . 
She h ated. tou. t he idea o f  an tarh· 

ma rriage : yet 11· klt l'Ot t ld he mnre ab,;urcl 
t h :m a long engagemen t  11· i th  Bobby, w ho 
11 a,; ric h , independent.  steady, and ar
den t l y i n  ion· "  Sil t� 11·a,; hal f plea,;ed , i n  
a somc1dw t gu i l t y  [a,.;h ion , when she d is 
coHrcd be fore t hl'v st arted h ome that  
Bobby's r ight hand - had been in j ured b1· 
a gol f -ha l l ,;o t h<H he could not

-
mana <'�· 

1 h � machi ne. 
"' 

:\l arjorie. in t hl' fron t se;J t. looked up 
,,· i th  dismav. 

" But how 8 rc �·un go i n g  to get hutm·. 
Bobby ? Fat h n  · ·:l l l ' t d rin:' the mac· h i ne. 
\'OU kn o11· . "  

" Ca r t wri g h t  • · a ; t . "  sa id Bobhv hricth·. 
!\ nd i t  was Ca rt wr igh t who took tl;e 
raca ut p la ce J ;c,; idl' t he g irl , while the 

ot her  t h ree t u1 · kl'd t h emsch·e,; into the 
1\· i d e  rear seat .  

T hat rid 1 · t h rough the crystal l i n  
n ight K a t l' lonj.( remembered. 1 'nder 
· ·"n'r o f  1 lw da rk.twss Don held her hand 
-the old tcn,.;c dasp o [  the one 10\·er i n  
hL-r wor ld  11· hom she had l o n g  a g o  recog 
n izcd and ('hosen. B u t  she spared a 
thought for Hobby. lwrc ft for the t ime o f  
1\ [arjor ie-Bohby � i tt i n g  \'lTV q u iet and 
,;t ra i,ght  i n  h i� c ·o rner.  t •n ly  leaning for
" �1rd no 11· �l i t d  t hen ttl direct Cart
"r ight ' ,; cou r,;c.  :\ l a rjori r abo ,;ec-mrd 
l iwu_gl n f u l .  11 ! 1 1\ t o t l t cd h· -; i lent.  

To-111mTm1·. K at e  
. 

rea;;oned. 111 igh 1 
come thl' a t l ll < > U tH·eme l l t  nf thi,;  ven· su it 
able hctrotkt l  11·hich �he nnht l e;rn t" 
l i ke. Shr ;;a 11· a ga i n  t he Ace t i n o- vi�ion
t h e  gi rl i11 t lw. :.� n ns of t h f' ·

"'
hnv-and 

heard Bohhv's lrliY. pa . .;� innat l' : .. . ;\ [  ar
jorie. l\[a r ioril' ! "  
- Th ough t t lw m<lther : " T n trmper a 
mf'n l .  ta�tl' . . .  Jw in·. :\ [ar_inrie lwlongs t o  
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sume of her far-av:ay a ncestors rather 
tkm t o Don and me. " 

I V. 

I'-,\ TE looked u p from her desk as the 
girl entered the room, a fter a tentative 
pause at the door. 

" No, dear ; I am nut too busy . Yuu 
�ere much more attra n i ,·e than my hero
i ne-! made her hatc het- faced and home
ly by \Ya y  of \'ariety. .\ nd now l detest 
h er ! "  

M arjorie dropped i n to a c h a i r  near 
h er mother'�. She \\'as ub\' iousl y emhar
ras�ed. Kate \Yas sure that she h<ul sl ep t 
i l l .  She felt  herse l f  sudden l y an ogre 
because she was mean enough t o  grudge 
this  d impled, luYely g i rl to Bobby Prcn
dergast-good, kind,  rich Bobby. 

She took the g ir l 's hand aml gaw it a 
friendly squeeze. 

" I ' m  not rnerdy your moth er , k iddie : 
I 'm you r friend. Speak u p a 1Hl  tell  me 
all  about i t . "  

T o  lwr amazement t h e  g i rl put her 
hands to her face and broke into a pas
sion of tears. Kate \\' i thclre'.\' her hand,  
\\'ith a n  instant rea l iza t ion that t h is \Yas 
no t i me fur •·:1resses. ,\ s a c h i l d  I\L l r
j orie had always fough t out lwr trouhl ::s 
alone, aYerse to the must pe rsua,:i ,·e cnd
cl l ing, the most tact ful  a iTt·ct i u l l  ,,·h i le 
her grief held �\vay. 

J\ 0\Y she cried st o rm i l y for a moment. 
then dropped her hands a mi faced h er 
mother, with \\'d chcvks and i nnocen t.  
h onest , gr ieved eyes. 

" You'l l  think I 'm naz1·, . 1 / iifl<r,·/i,·!l . 
but I want to get out o f  it a l l .  l 11 a n t  
t o  go h a c k  to coll ege, \Yh c re l bel on g. " 

Kate sat and l ooked at her i n  a m:1zcd 
coJbternat ion.  

" But 1 tlwught Y"ll 11· �: r e  goi 11g to 
marry Bobby ! " slw niecl .  

The girl  w i ped bcr  eyes opcn l y. and 
that myster ious s p h i n x - l ikt� sm i l e  curved 
her l i ps for a nwniL' l l l ,  and m �H k  K ate 
feel l ike a n  i gnorant g ir l . \\-uu l d  she 
ever unclcrstaml this  d au gh ter o f  h u·s-
\Yho was n u t  c l e\'er, and yet \Yh o pn:czled 
h er as no deYcr pcp.;on had en'!' d n n e ? 
:\Iarj orie's sm i l e:  f:1ded. hu t her t'\TS 
scen{ed to grmv l arge and dre ;1my . 

" I  sh:1 l l  nc\·er marrv l lohhv . . 1/ iiltt'l'
,-/z ,n . although at  nne -t i me I - t hough t  I 
m igh t . I let h i m  k i ss me got >cl - l > \' .  I was 
so ,.;orry for h i m . "  

Kate w aited . Tht: gir l  sat with lwr 
bands in her l ap,  her eyes on the roof
tops Yisible from the \Yindmv of the l itt le  
writ ing-room. I-l er face seemed to grow 
t hinner, finer, more spiritual as she 
t alked. 

" I 'Ye had a good t ime a l l  winlt:r, 
mother. lt's been Yery exciting-Hobby 
and the others ; but I 've h ad enough of 
it. I 've found out how crude a nd igno
rant I am, and I want to go back to col
l ege and real l y  study, so that you ami 
father may be proud o f  me ! "  

Kate made a l ittle gui lty movement. 
" \Ve are proud of you, darl ing. Your 

father and I feel exactly l ike the old 
duck that h atched the swan o f  the fairy 
t a l e. You are d i fferent, o f  course, bu

-
t 

you are good and l ovely and sp lendid l y 
1·our;,df. I have come to feel this  \\' i nter 
that you will get your real educa t ion 111  a 
wider school than col lege." 

But Marjorie t1ushecl sudd enly. 
" I woul d  l ike to go hack, mother, 

real ! y. I want to take a special course 
in E ngl ish , and l earn to understand and 
care about the t h i n �,.; \Y hich count to you 
and father ."  

. · 

Kate's lwpele:'s pu zz lement was m 
creasing every moment,  hut she kissed the 
girl gently . 

" You �hal l  clo as you pl ea,.;e, tlear. 
. \ nd no·,y ,,.e muct freshen up for l unch 
con. Your father and Peter are both 
('( )J11ing.' '  

T hey \Yen t  down-sta irs together. :1ncl 
kd f an hour later Peter C:lrt\n i g h t  cn
t ned the tlra\Y ing-room, to li nd :\l arjurie 
a l one, ensconced i n  her  favorite lounging
c h a i r  near t he low tea-table. A book lay 
i n  her l ap ,  the SU!bhine burnished her 
brmY n  ha i r  and brought out t h e  wonder
fu l fairne''"· of h er face and t hroat, quite  
dazzling Peter's eyes as t h ey r est ed u pon 
the girl ' s frl'sh l o v e l i n t'��. I l e  picked 
up h�:r book a fter th e i r i n formal  gree t in g, 
on l v  to d rop i t  again i ml i fferentl v. 

' ' The cl assic ' I\ ! a r iu :; ' !  I n c;er could 
n·:1cl l':1L:r," sa id  th� m an o f  l t:tters. \\' ith 
a shrug of h i s  ! J i g  shoul der,;. 

:\ l ar j ori e st;1rcd �1 t h i m . and the , ·olor 
i n  her ��heck,.; d cL' Jll'llC!l. 

' ' I thought \\.a l ter Pater \Yas one o f  
th e great stylist:;-one o f  t h e  m a,.;tcrs ? " 
,.;he ;;aid slowly. 

" H e i s ,  o f  course." sai d Pdt:r. " But 
t i 1 a t  doc·,.;n't  make him h u m :n1 .  Stn·en -
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'' I l l ,;  F ngl i,;h i .; q u i t e· a �  nw l l u 11· . a n d  h L· 
say,; t h i n g.; al >< > ll l  l i 1·c p�:op l c  in a l i 1·e 
u nivcrsL· . ' '  

!\la rjur ie l L·a t n:d a l i t t l e· fon,·:-�rd ,  so 
t ha t  h e r  fan: 11 a -.; t < >uched J , ,. shadu11·. 
l l er Yoi l'L' ll"a-.; c u r iuu-.;h i t td ifferent.  '�' 
t hough she· 11 e rL' c < >wri i{g IY i t h  exquisite 
, · ;ue a l l t hat  m a rn· l ous 1·ou t h  of hers. 
:-it >  t h a t  she m i g h t  a p [ > L·ar <iu i t L' a n  anc i ent 
a nd sto l id pl'P;on.  

" D i d  vou killm t ha t  l ha1·e decided 
to go h:ick t<> c < > l kgc llt:'\ t  year.  :\ [ r .  
( 'a r t iHight ? . .  

Peter stared m u c h  as K a t e  h a d  d one. 
" 'Vhy, I t hough t you were going to 

marry Hobby Prende rgast , "  he b lu rted 
out, IY i t h  a m a n ' s  im p<· r t i nen t d irect ness. 

" '\'e l l ,  I ' m  11o,t .' " said the g i r l .  and 
as she s poke she rose from her low chair  
and faced Peter IY i t h  such an ef fet·t o f  
d i g n i t y  that  f o r  t he fi r-.;t  t i me h e  ,; a w  
K ate's l i t t le daugh ter a .;  a woman-fa i r . 
vividly young, y�·t .  in some ne11· fash ion, 
ma ture . S he W <l' look ing at him 1vi t h  an 
e xpress ion w h i c h  h e  found h i m-.;e\ f try
ing to i n terpret, w i t hout success. 

" You and mother and fat her a l l  seem 
t o  cons ider me qu i te lwpcless, l\fr. Cart
wright.  But. a fter  a l l .  [ a m  my mother·� 
<laughter, and 11· h en slw marr ied fat her. 
and made a f r i e n d  of 1·ou. it wou l d  seem 
i ncons istent of me to I ;L' marry i ng Hohl ll·. 
ckar and good a-.; h e  i ,; ."  

" But i f  \·on ! o n· Bohlll·--" l w,gan 
( 'art11-right g·ran·h·. 

. 

He caugh t  a fta,;h from her bu rn i n g  
b l ue eyes, suddenl y l ike Kate ',;  i n  e x 
pression.  

" But I don't  ion· h im." ,;he· ,;a id m 
<l i gnant ly.  And then ,;umet h i ng in Pl'tn's 
gaze seemed to p:ualy;.e spee< · l t  for them.  
Thcv stood st i l l .  i n  the middle of t h e  
roo111, st:1ring a t  each o t her. 

T l tl' l t  l'l'ler l < >uk a o't<:p fun1·ard.  H is 
i':wc 11 a,.; :1 glo11· : he: looked young, ama 
;c i ngly a k r t : I I<:  l a u g hed-a ,;h u rt .  scum 
l u i  l augh . 

" Co l l ege : \. uu g " i n g  to col lege ? N u t  
< > t 1  your l i fe :  \\" l 1 a t  you are going to do 
i ,; ,;omtt h i n g  m twh more o l d - fashioned. "  

:-:Le \Yas i n  h is arms n o w ,  sobb i ng . 
shaking. a pass iona te woman and a t i red 
l i t t le g i r l i 1 1  one . 

" \ ou c l l'\·er peo p l e  arc  su stupid .' . .  
11 ·as 11· h a t  she  s a i d  a t  last .  

Peter  k is,;cd hn agai n .  
' '  l ' m stupid,  a l l  r igh t ,  and slow. and 

o l d .  But 1 \·c found out t h a t  I love you. 
:\ l a r jo rie .  a.; I d i d n ' t  d ream a man could 
l ove.

·
" 

l 'c ter  fel t  the  l m t tnth· movement o f  
h e r  e\-c l ashes aga i nst h i �  cheek. Some 
sense ·o r the r idine,;s a nd promise of her 
nature, o f  h n  possib i l ity for  large de
velo J >ment once her heart should be sat is
fied. reveal t:d to h i m  t h a t  Kate's daugh 
ter would be to h i m  more t h an Kate 
could e\'L'r ha1·c l ll�rome. 

She 11· as nw re l y  the t qw o f  ol d - fash 
i oned woman. 11·hose emot ions c\eyc\op 
be fore and not a fter t he ful l  flowering o f  
t he mind. 

But she nest led <"loser to h im. 
" l'l.'l er .  I can do anyt h ing, become 

am· t h ing.  nu 11· th at vou loYe nK· . And i f  
I ·"o l ;�H'k and rcet m v  de"rt:e I ma\· ., b ¥ 0 . 
count to you more , you mav Ion: llll' 
hctter-t h l; IYa\· father- cues f<;r mother." 

But Peter !c\u ghec\ aga i n . anrl h is  arms 
t h ou g h  tl'nckr wne maste r ful .  

" I  can't  .;pare you. da rl ing . 1\ [ y  own 
educa t i on ha,.; been horrihh· neglected. 
\'ou are going t o  t each II/<' t h e my�tery 
of 1·nm h .  t he >enet of hap p i ness . A nd 
i f  t here an: a n 1· o t her t h i n gs worth w h i le. 
ll"t· ' l l  l v a m  t hem gradu a l ly-together." 

T i l E  C ! I O I C F . 
Y1 1 t  lo1·ed th e 11· i nd �u u l  stonu.  

The mad n igh t ',; g ke. 
Your eye,; 1nre b r i g h t  w i t h  flecks of fi re 

"'hen 11· i ld  t h e  ,;ea. 

I cho,;e the h awns st i l l . 
\Vhere watL-rs sl eep-

But. oh : nw hea rt h as gone IYi t  h \'OU 
Out 011 t h e  deep. 

I f  'a1/ac,· .4 rth ur. 
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B Y  F R E D E R I C K  B A R B O U R .  

A S H 0 R T S T 0 R Y. 

B
M I T H E RS stOIYcd away under 
� duress. I I  e \Yas desper-, , � ate. The hold of the OO}j ,_; Samoan, i n  \Y hich he W'"""'""'�O' found h i mself,  IYas nut 

the ideal p lace for th� 
purpose, i t  i� true. H e  \You ld han� had 
less irksome coulinement on om: of the fast mail-steamers. B ut Smithers was 
not at all fastid i ous. H is first car� was 
to get out o f  Honolulu ; t he n·st could be 
considered I a  ter. 

In th ose blissful H a waiian I s les l i fe 
mav be far, nt times, from the roseate for 
a �1an like Smithers. H e  had always 
hecn " nn good . " :\nd 11·he11 he arrin·d 
in Hawai i .  w here one canuot long l i ve 
l oosel y  11· i th in  the law,  he soon found 
h imsel f ::unennhk. \Vh atevcr Smit hl•rs 
1vns-nml he had l i n·d nn ; 1 1 J d  hl'l'll driven out from the C h i na coa,;t-he h �1d 
a fee li ng of repugnance at being penna
nently degraded as h usba nd of oue of the 
blo11·zv bro \l' l l  l 1cau t i es 11· i t h \';lwm he h•1d 
mixed. h i msel f  up.  lksidc�. slJ ( ·h  a th i ng 
hampers a fellow's l iberty. and S m i t hers 
wanted to be foo t - loose. 

Consequently, w hen he found that  a 
warrant was out for h im. he decided to 
�eek less pn·ca riou� rL·gion,;. 

He l ounged o u t  t<) the o l d rhanncl 
wharf and looked the Samoan m-er. I I � 

most of h i � trouble;;. H our;; later the 
motion of the nssd tuld him t h at she 
was at sea .  

Presen t l Y  Smithers heard a noise-a 
most d isq�1ieting one . Coming out o f  the blackness of the h o l d  about him, i t  
was unca nnv. H e  cuuld h a v e  sworn 
that somcthi;1g anim ate wa;; m oving about 
a mong the bn l es ancl boxes. ScnTal t imes 
he hcard the noisc-unc,rtainh·-and at 
last quite n car. Then he m;�Lle i t  out distinctly ; it sounded I ike some one 
stumbl in g about in t he dark. 

" Ba l l o : " said Sm i t h;:rs cautiuusly. 
The noise ce�1sed. 
" \Vlw's that ? " hL· a ''kt:d. 
" \\-ho' re you ? "  a hoarse n>Jce re

turned. 
" None of vunr 

answered smart·! ,- . 
I ' m  a stoll·a ,sav.

'
' 

Lusim''''· "  :-1m i thers 
" l !" you must knoll' , 

" \Vei l, " an.swcrccl the voice a fter a 
pause, " so am I ." So SmithL'rs m ade the  a cqua intance o f  
his compan i o n  i n  duraJ l < 'l' 1·i le.  

" Come over and s i t  dml'n ."  h e  ,;a i d .  
" !\·f ake nntrsc l f  to home." 

The 1;1an compl ied , a itcr a good deal 
more stumb l i ng about . 

" l\I y  name's Smi t h ; 11·hat 's  yours ? " 
' ' J ones." 
" HaYe a smuk, · ? " 

slunk awny when he sa w a pol ice ofnrer. " Thanks." But h e  hung around, \Yatching h i ,; ch ance, " Can yuu rol l  1 he p i l l  in the clark ? " 
and when it came he 11·cnt  bo l d h· up the  " Sure." 
gangp lan k and crossed quick! �· t<l  t he off- " G ot ;1 m:ttch ? "  
shore s ide n [ the  \·esse I .  " Y cp." 

I t  11'::\S s i m p l e  enough at noon. ,-_· hen Two tinv l i ghts glmrcd a m oment am id 
the stcYedorcs went onto the dock to cat s i lence, ll'h i lc the t\1'0 men l ooked at l'ach 
thei r  lunch, to 1randcr dml' il i n t o  the !wid other from t he corner,; of their ev�s. 
and get lost antong t h e  p i les of oriental Smithers s:n1· a \"Otmg m a n's face-an - in
freight dest ined for San Franci sco . \\" hen gemwus fa cc-;m, •nth - •; ] ! aYcn nnrl frank . 
he had found a comfortab l e  l ocation, he I t  \Yas t h e  neiYCom..:r  11.·h0 broke the 
�at clown, rol l L·d a cigan·tte. ancl forgot sil ence. 

647 
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' · s�n·:· h e  a:-; kcd . � .  a i l l ' t  i t  t i rnt.: \\"l' go 
on deck and gd i n  l i nr: fur �um<:t h i n;.; t < >  
cat ? " 

" E h ? I lo you 11 ant  l l l  \Yurk your 
head o ff ? " 

" Don't  m i nll  i t . "  
" \Vhat ? · · a�kr:d � m i t ! t ,·rs i ncredu-

lously. 
" 1  say, I d o n ' t  m i nd \\·o r k i n " . "  
" Then, \Y hy d id y o u  sto 11· hne ; · · 

" H ad to ."  
" L h : "  Smithr:r' ru m i n �t t c d  lln·r t hat 

in si lence. 
" H ad t o g i t ; :m;t y ? , . he ti nal h· asked. 
" Yep." 
" Wel l ,  ,;o d i d  1 . " 
The other m ack no , ·omnH�nt .  
" Do you wan t  to g i t  shipped back t o  

H onolulu, or git j a i led ? " Smithers 
qtwriccl .  

" By l l ca,·c t l .  nu : ' '  
" Then, t ab:  my t i p. a n '  don' t  g u  on 

deck . See ) I a i n ' t . "  
" \"ou don ' t  mea n t < >  say t hey'd rr:sh i p 

me ? " 
Sm i thers l aughed long and l oud. 
" \\'ould t he1· ? ( l h.  no : \Vei l .  

guc�s you're pr
.
e t t y  g reen at  t h i s  l J u s i 

ness. Re�h ip or a term i n the  p e n .  my 
bov. " 

· .. Then [ don 't go on deck . T h a t ' ,  
sur·e. 1-l \·e got  to g i t  o f f  th is  packet 
at ' Fr isco, an' that 's a l l  t h ere is  t o i t ."  

" G it ashore ? T h a t ' s  a I I  good enough , 
but i t  a i n ' t  the  po i n t as [ see i t. ( ; i t  
a<< '<IJ from H onolulu 1 s  the  cr\" .  I 
th ink,;.'' 

" I \·e got to git t o  ' 1 -' r is . ·o-ashore."'  
Tone,; rc i tnatcd .  

· " Queer." commen t ed S m i t hers doubt 
ful l y .  

" N o, i t  a i n ' t . "  m a i n t a i ned the other. 
i n  some h ea t .  " I a i n ' t a;.;lwmed of i t � 
I - l 'Ye j tH got to g i t  hom(' to my 11· i fc. 
That ' ,; i t ."  ;\ fter a pauc:e, he fi n i�hed : 
" I  got t h i c: l et t er t h i s m o rn i n g. or maybe 
i t  was yesterday." 

Smithers h eard the nbt l i ng o f  paper 
in the darkness. 

" I  can't see, but it ;.;ays someth i ng l ik e  
th i c: :  ' Come a t  once . B i l l .  I ' m sick, an. \ 
can 't get wel l .  t he doctors say. and I 
want you t o  forg i n· me e\·erything. 
\'nu ' l l  come, 1n1n' t  you. H i l l ? You'I I  
come, l ike the o l d de:u· you ust er be be
fore T was a foo l . and t h ere wac: any 
t roub l e )  ( 'ome qu i , · k .  l , e fnre T d ie. :mrl 

tl' l l I l l l' you ft )r�i \'l' tnt'. :-;u t l l a l  t l' �1 I l  n.:-..t 
peace ful ly i n  I ll\" ;;raYe-fur uur ch i l 
dren ·� c:ake. ' " 1 1  i s  1 o in� 11·as n·ry hthky. 
" An' I 11 i ! l . "  l i e· said.  " so he lp I ll<' 
( i od : . .  

:\ o t l t i ng occu r red t o  S m i t h ns to say. 
;.;o he said not hi ng . 

! k i n g  resou n·du l .  hl' found food, a mi 
stan·d ,;u, ·cc·ss f u i i v  belo \Y hatches. Two 
da;·s out u f  I l ono iu l u  he bri ber! the stt:er
�tge stnY a rd il· i t h  h a l f  of June,;',; l i t t le 
rec:ciTe o f  c�hh. a nd a fter t ha t  the prolJ
lcm was s i m p l e ,  cwn if t h e i r  pos it ion was 
a 11·h it more precar iuus and doubtul than 
before. 

\\ ' h i l e  t l tn· l i 1·ed d rnn1 there in the 
darkness, J o;tes to ld , by degrees, a l l  o f  
h i c: simple l ife-story. It wac: t he o l d, old 
ta le, hut th is t ime made ;.;uhlime by the 
ma n's deYot i o n, hv h is one id ea o f  re:wh
i ng home i n t i me

. 
t o  forgiYC. 

1 Ie had been " I Ji·okc " \Y hen the I et tl'r 
· ·ame from San Francisco, and had been 
re fused employment on this steamer, the 
only one t o  lea1·e i n  days. 

Deaf cars 11-cre t u rned to h im \Yhen 
he told h ic: t ale .  and he went  away sore 
and aggrieved . 

A nd ;.;o he became the companion o f  
t he fugit i 1·e, dmY n  in the cargo-space. 

I I . 

B ETDI I·:s thcr learned from t h e  stead i 
ness of t he ,·cc:�el-and from the absence 
fnr a crul'l period of the s teerage steward 
and am· food-that thev had arrived at 
t lw ( ioiden ( ;ate. 

· 

" N O\\· ' s  t ime to \Ya tch our , ·hancc and 
s m· a k  ashore." c:a i d  S m i t h ers. ' '  l hopl' 
- t hat i c:- r sor tn wish an' hope you 
ti n: � .':our �·.- i ,l:e a-:-er--\Y a i t i n g  for you :" 

I hanks,  sa :d J ones, swa l l o w1n,t; 
h a rd .  " l f I don' t-·-" 1 IL· c: ighcd. 

" \\"e l l .  am·\\"<\1'. t he re's someth i n g  for 
1·ou to look f on1·a rd to ,"  sa i d Smit hers. 
" ' \ 'ou a i n't  a l l  to the bad yet .  You an: 
_t;o i n g  to make her h appv fo;· a wh i le, you 
k 1 1 0 \Y . 

. , 

• · \'e,. ITS . . .  

" A nd \·uu ' rc l uc k 1· . "  
" :\ [ e ? - Lurky ? ( ;ood Lord : ' ' 
" \. es. you a n·. Smi thers i nsisted. 

" N' ow, l o<
.
Jk a t  me- i tb t  von l ook at me. 

I a i n ' t  got no th i ng 
·
t o  look fonYarcl tn 

hut a h unt for somet him; to cat ''"hen T 
git  ashore-i f I g i t  there: I 'm juc:t a no 
· , ·ount  n : ,;s ,  what ne1·cr d i d  n.oth i n g  i n  
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: 1 i ' l i i'c· i •u t  mak..: t ruul.J le .  I f  you ain ' t 
l u d;, 1· .  t h �n I don't kll<>IY . · ·  

" Bu t  you l ian�n· r  t h� pain ."  put  111 
J une,;. in h i,; Loyl i kl: 11·ay. " Think of 
t h a t . "  

· ·  Surl: ' But .  l'Yl:ll t hen.  vou a re better 
o iT than l am. \\. h a t  am i hut a l uafcr 
a iHl a hum. t hat  an�· cop in the country 
1\'ould I lL: glad tn by I l l· t h e  !web a t  t h l: 
ti r.' l  chance ? , .  

S m i t hn,; 11·a,; i n  a mood-a mood a,; 
:..:; l oomv as the hold in ll'h ich  the men 
��·ere i-mmured. It 11 :.JS hot and clm;e in 
there ; and thl: at mo,;phere ,;eemed to en 
h:tn< 'i..', i f  it had not induced, the mood o f  
t h e  man.  

' ;  I out;ht nn t to  1 in-." he declared bit
terly ; " �nd l 'm too ll!Ll< 'h o f  a coward 
to die. I feel ' ,; if ,;ometh ing terrible was 
going on. though. l t' ,; ghosty down 
here." l ie shivered unaccountably. 

" Don't," said J ones ; " you give me a 
cn:ep. " 

" I ' m  nnlv a hobo t hat ',;  bet ter dead," 
ll'ent on Smithers gloomi ly. 

" No, you ain't ,"  retorted Jones warm
h-. " \' ou han� been a good fel low a l l  
th ruugh this, and [ ll'on't forget i t ,  you 
can bet. You're go ing tl) be a man. if 
vou take a brace-" 
0 " No, I 'm not ! .:\ ot by a darned sight ! 
I can't. N C\'Cr did a good thing in my 
l i fe, as I can th ink of-" 

Suddenly he stopped. and rose slowly 
to his feet. 

" What\ that ? "  he ash-d. 
J ones jumped to his feet .  
" 'Vhat ? "  
" That  smell ! "  
I t  came to them plainly enough-a 

penetrating. insidious odor \Yh ich might 
il:.n·e been around t hem undetected for 
some time, or \\'h ich might haYe just then 
i 11 1·aded the  part o f  t he hold in ll'hich 
t hn· \Yere. 

, ;  Oh." said T ones . reseat ing h i msel f , 
' · [ gue.;s it do;1' t amount to 

'
nmch.  I 

11." 1/t both er al ,out it ,  :.m\.ll'a\'. " 
Smithers sat dom1 a l so. ! nit stirred un 

l ':1-< ih· in h i,; placl·. 
" I  don't  l ike i t ,"  he said, roughing 

,; l igh t ly. " I t chokes up me pipes ! I 
c1 n' t  breathe ! "  

Tlw odor came more strongly, and 
IW I\' T ones had a ,- io l e nt tit of coughing. 

" A port-hole- IYould help ,"  h,c :;;id. 
" Th i s  i s  l >l :mll'd u n �·J! <·as:mt ."  

T h�  t i\'U men had had access t hrough 
t h e  l'oyagc,  at  calm tim�:s, to a starboard 
port -ho le. tu 11·h id1 t he1· had !Jeen shown 
! 11· t h e  stec ra.ge stl'll':.tJ·d. To\Yard this 
t lH.·�· no \\' ! ,egan t o grope t heir way. 

" l t ought tu  he about here some
\\' h eres ."  said �m i t hers. seized \\' i th a 
J <aro-" y,;m o C cough i ng. H e  tore hi:i  col lar 
a 11·a y  from h i ,; t h roa t : he 1\':.t:i smother
i ng. 

Behind h i m J um·s \\'as breathing bro
kenly.  lwt 11een gasps and coughs. 

" No, ' '  s�1 id Smithers ; " we missed the 
place. \\"e got to go round this  1vav." 
H is lung ,; feft as if thev \Yould burst.

-

" H urry ' " g:.!:iped hi� companion. " I 
can' t-stand-t h i,; much-longer." 

Smi ther� felt hi� head reeling. Sud
den l y  _l o ne,; ��ized h im from behind, with 
the  gr i p uf  ,;heer terror. 

" I tno11· : " he panted. " They are 
- ha1·e the hatches -- battened - fumi
gating ! "  

1\ ,; the t ruth came home dimly to 
Smit hers's reeling brain, he snatched 
h imsel f loo,;e from the clutching hand of 
his companion and clashed frantically 
forward to tind the l it t l e  opening which 
migh t mean rel ief  from his terrible tor
ture. H c beat the s ides of the vessel 
'" i th h i s  hand,;. He tore the flesh from 
h i,; pa ]m,; against the cruel , unyielding 
iron. He ,;hou ted and raved and swore 
and ll'cpt. H is head struck against t he 
side o f  the ship, as he staggered drunk
enly. and he pitched forward on his face, 
stun nee!. 

T hen J ones fouml the aperture, and 
flung the port-hole open. Air ! One 
rush-a barely perceptible rel ief to the 
man beh ind him. and t he n  Tone� thrust 
h i,; head out . leaving Smithe�s-

J : ut.  Illl : I >c,;perate. frenzied, Smith
er,;  rushed on the  other. seized him hv the  
slw u lders, dragged h i m  hack, struggled 
"· i t  h h i m .  < ' hoked h i m ,  feeling his fingers 
,; ink deep into the soft flesh of the throat. 

< >n  the tloor they rolled.  Strangled by 
the poisonoth gases, locked i n  a clcarlly 
embr�!Ce. t urn ing and t iYisting on the 
ckck 11 i t h  their  l ast ounce of strength, 
the�- bi t  and da11·ecl and struck viciously. 

Smithers 11·as t he stronger. Flingin� 
T ones from him. he rushed to the round 
�pot of l ight \\'hich spelled l i fe and 
thrtbt  forth his head.  

o\ h .  the a i r : The air ! Hoi\' tl1 e l i fe-
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:; : .- ing tloou ru,;hnl into  h i s  ad1 i ng l ungs ! 
l 1 e drank it i n  deep breath�. 

He 1vas dim! y consrioth uf a weak 
.:;rasp on his sh ou lder, a m! of a gagging, 
gasping voice beh ind h i m ,  saying : " O h 
-air, a i r-dead ! :\! y 1Y i Cc-J h:nT sec 
me-to forgive-" 

Strangel y the words bu rned into 
Smithers's brain. H is IY i fe ? \\"h;:;t 11·as 
i t ? Then he rcrncm!Jcred, a� c l l'<uly see
ing the pi cture as if i t  were photographotd 
by a strong lens. \\'a i t i ng for h im
lying on h er w h i te heel, yeam ing, Y>atch
ing, in vain-that she m i g h t  at last rest 
peacefully from a l l  her p a i n .  

H e  hesitated, stepped back f ro m  t h e  

npening, lifter] J ones i n  h i s  a n n -;  and 
thrust h is head into the a pcrtun:.  

' ' You're m a rried, J :; j ] J . "  : J c  ,;aid. 
" You Ji rst. l am-;;uing lu li nd < l ! l < ; th<:r 
port-" 

Snn1e 0 1 1 1.: u:1  t l 1 l· ( JUarantinc \Y h ar f 
sp ied the h ead pru t r u d  ing fr"m the pmt
hole.  A s l i ng 11·as put on:r thL' Yl'ssd \; 
s ide, an cl a man sc1•t  do1Y n  IY i t h <m arm
ful  o f  uakum, th< J t  the < > pcning bct\recn 
J ones's neck and the s ides uf the hole 
might be stuffed tight. 

H a l f  an hour later rc�cun,; got do1vn 
to the place. A I i Cclcs,; body lay at 
J ones's feet. 

I .eani ng on :-trong, sym pathetic arms 
the sa n·cl man bent oYer the corpse. 

" And he "aiel he ,-,as better so," l1e 
murmured brukenl y. 

T H E  CLEVERNESS O F  C A R D I LLAC.* 

B Y  R O B E R T  B A R R , 
Author of 11 A Woman Intervenes," 11 Tekla," 11 Young Lord Stranleigh," Etc., Etc. 

SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAPTERS. 

V I CTOR DE CARDI LLAC, of G a scony. comes to Paris, bc;t ring <t L·u c r  from Cha rl · · s  
d'Albert de Luyncs, ia HJritc· aml i ' l <J S I.cr  o f  the young I, ing Loui -; :\ 1 1 1 .  Carr l i lbc 
meets Tresor, con lidcntial scn·ant u f  De Lu.';ncs. who t el l s  Cardillac the lcl ler i s  a 

!wax. T resor o ffers Cardillac a chance to meet De Luynb aml prove h i s  mettle. Car
llillac goes to a rear gate o f  th e palace. whence, as specilie<l. a man, supposedly De: Luync,;, 
comes forth . Ca rdil lac provukcs him to a duel anJ is wou ml c cl . I k di-;c . ,vcrs t h a t  h i s  
antagonist i s  nut De Lnynes , b u t  t h e  Due d e  l\lontreui l ,  an opponent o f  De Luy!ll·s, 
t h ough, for appearance' sake, his adheren t .  

The duke and Cardillac are sndden ly sur ronmled by t h e  guard . The duke reveals h i s  
identity to t h e  sergeant o f  pol ice, and pretends t h a t  Cardillac has been \VOtmcleLl b y  font 
pads. He i n v i t e s  both Carcli l lac  a ml t h e  s�·rgecnt  to h i s  house ; and whecdks f

_r
om �t he 

,;cro·eant a /c/lr,' de cache·/ s J :.�nc rl by the k1 11g. Then the duke prop o s e s  to  furmsh Car
di l l�c w ith funds and all n ecv'Sarics  fnr s ix mon th s, i f  Cardilla c wi l l  un dert ake tn rL'l' o \· c·r 
h i s kidnaped daughter TherL·sc, who is  deta ined i n  a royal conwnt. 

Cardillac gets into the cunvcnt by using the /cttre de cachet. hut the ablJc,;s divines h i s  
ruse. H e  is  forced t o  llcc to  an1id arrest . I n  h i ,; fl ight he surprises a girl 11· h o  h <b be(·n 
eavesdropping. J l c p n r s n e s  !: c r.  

C H A P T E R  X I I .  

f i l E  E :;C\ PE  FRO:\! n n: l'O :\ \T :\ T. 

I
T is to be regrettL

.
·d tktt t h e  flying 

tlJ g i rl . who pt >SSt''St:d an 
ap pn-ciatiun o r  th •: gru
tc�que. could not have 
glanced over her shoulder 
and seen the immediate 

resul t  of her defect ion.  In hn escape, 
she hac! sprung to one s ide,  and then, 

..:· This story began in THE 

speed i ng 1 i k ': a ''y l ph , had p l a ced the 
stune-curbL·d. irun-canopicd \1-el l  bet ween 
her and h im. 

l i e  prcci p i L: tccl b :m�c· l f h L·ad fi rst 
u nder t he i ro n  an·h and across t he \IT I I .  
l ike a c ircus-rilkr dash i n g  through a 

lwup ; hut. aLl". h i �  t < )L'  tou , ·h l"d t ! ; c:  sto J i L', 
and h c<t c! l ong lw ' ] 'Ll\\ lcd ,  a l l f"urs. on 
the ""·�ucl . Springing erect, he Yoin:d an 

oath a l l  t h e  more c lcplorahle liccausc of  
the sacred l 'L c i ncts i n  11· \t ich  i t  was tt l-

CAVALIER for October, 1908. 
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t nc·d ; a nd 1 ! < > 11. �1 1 1  ! t i s �t k r t J Je,;,; \\ ; ts 
I J L·edecl if h e  \\"as to on·rt ake -;o t1eet a 
fu�i ti1·e. 

She needed hut t 11·o ''L'Comb to escape : 
one· mum en t 11·as ac<·ordcd to her  1 >1· t lw 
\\Ti l -curl '. the l i ther "·a-; denied h�r l >y 
t l :e small  door sh l' e,.;sayed t o  clo:;c. for 
ne she gut it ' ""mpl<: t e l �· shut the foot 
t hat p l ayed t ra i to r  to him at  the  ,,·e l l  
J H nl· stood Ca rd i l l ac\ friend. and.  a l 
l hough t h e  gir l  e 'ierted a l l  h er strcngt h .  
s h e  cou ld n o t  s h u t  h i m  uu t . Rudely- h e  
pressed the door back upon her. S lw 
turned, a nd mack for the  stone ;; ta i r. but 
his forc e fu I arms 1n·rc round her \Yaist  
before she rc:l < "h c.·d t he second ;.;tep. She 

t urned in t he i r eml >ran· and ;.;tntck h i m  
a ga i n a nd aga i n 11· i t h  her  sma l l  c lenched 
tists-inctTectual blo11·s. �Yh ich hl' took 
11 i t h  t he noncha law·e of a Stoic .  

Dragg i n g her t owa rd t h e  part ial l �  
closed door. he kicked i t  shu t with h i s  
foot, t hen, holding h e r  helpJe,s w i t h  one 
hand. thruq in t h e· stout bolt-an act :;he 

had ltoped to accompl is h  a l one. w i t h  h i m  
on the outside. N e 'it. h e seized her Ly 
t h e  shoulders a nd pressed her hack 
against tlw rough stone \Ya l l .  and d i m  as 
\\ as the l igh t i n t h a t  ha l l iYay. nc\·erthc
less he sa\\" t h e  s tarl ike spa rk le !l f 
i ndignation in th ose dark eyes w h ic h  

l ooked a t  h im una fraid : and a n  emo
t ion of admira t ion t h r i l led h i m  as he 
remembered t hat d uring this a!'sau l t not 
once had her l 1eau t i f u l  reel l i ps g iven 
breat h  t < l  a scre<t m [or h l· l p . 

1\ 'hcn he ;.;pnh· . it 1ras very q u i d l y : 
manner and h•m· and "·orcb i mp ressed 
the  capt i ve in spill' o f  lwrse l f. 

" 1\I y girl," h e  said, " ord in ari l y r am 
a gent leman . hut a t  t h is moment I am 
a ,,· i l cl h.:ast at k11·. I ;n n ;r m • l f t ra pped. 
and hOIYel·cr < ' l l \;·arcl l y  t h e  a n i m a l  ma1· 
be \Yhen a t  J i \ Jc rt \·, ]Jl' l\ : t i"C (l [" t h e  \\"OJ i" 
\Yhen the deat h -1 ·; l l catches h im . I i I 
han· hurt you. [ am ""rn· : hut bdien: 
me. g i r l .  i (  you ,,· i l l  not d:1 nact l v 1vl w t  
I tel.! 1·ou. r "s ha l l  cru"l t  \"!l\1 i n to pul p .  o r 
break · 1·ou l ike· a reed . . Dn 1·nu cred i t 
this fr�nn one 1r hu l 1 a s  j ust l� 'n'cla imcd 
h i rmel f a gent l l'ma n ? "  

" You arc tw gentlem�tn. hut a l o \\· 
hnrn 7'<1llrioi . and because )'L>ll a re such . 
I qu i t e hel i c1·e yon \Y i l l  t reat me as you 
propose." 

" I am 1\l>  ·;•,wricn . as vou \Yould at 
l >nCL' ]'c'lTC:ii'L' i f  \"OUr c'\"t''i IYL'rc· as pene -

t ra t i l l C!;  •ts t ! i c:v  a rc· l >v::m t i f u L  a m  
\' i , · tor  de Card (J ia , .  u f  Cascom·. and ,,- i J J  
he :\ b rquis  o f  Ca rd i l l ac i n  su�·cession tu 
m y  J"a t h c·r r, J u n .�· may h .:  l i 1·e : ) .  11·hich is  
�� n·ma rk 1 11·ould nut make o f the k i J t C!; .  
.\ n d  J t < l \1', m1· g i r l .  ,y(w are vuu ? " 

" I  a : J t  :\t a-r i c· D u c l t a m r;s. and IY i l l  
1 1< '\Tr Lc· a ilt < li"iilli.c, · .  be,·ause I could not 
br ing m �·S< · l f t o  11·ed t h e  t i t le  i t  �uc!t  as 
l"!lU IITar i t . "  

" \ " o u  arc J •r<.:matun.:.  T ime l"IWU£;h to 
rl'iu c'l' 1Y hc : 1

' 
you are asked, 111<1 f<lif,· 

:\farie.  But I han.: no t ime for a miabk 
aJ Jd com J ' l  i nw n ta rv con 1·ersat ion." 

' · < )h .  1·es. 1·ou h a n:.  T he1· wi l l  m.:n.:r 
get du \\·n· t ha t  duor t i l l  t hey send to Beau
gctl < " l" fur a pe tard ,  and they han: not 
t hough t c > i" that n.:t . "  

. .  \ " o u  han· inlcl me w h o  you a re. 
\\- h a t  a n· you i n  t h i ,; com·ent ? "  

" I  : tm "-�, i t i n g -maid t o  .\ I l k  de :\ l o u 
t rc·u i l . "  

· · . \ h ,  n 1 1· J u ,  � s t i l l  h < l l lL; :  \\'here is 
she ) . . 

-

" I  sh a l l not te l l vou. "  
H i-; grip t i ghte ned on her p l um p  shou l 

ders, ;urd she ll" i l lct·d under h i s  grasp. 
" I  t h i nk you underestimate your dan

ger. \ l a r k  I hwhamps." 
' · < ) h. tw : I am quite convinced that 

\f .  ck Card i l lac possesses sufficien t 
courage to murder a "·oman, especia l l y 
w h t' n she is hcl ple"" and unarmed. l 
u ndnes t i ma t <: m· i t her my peril  nor your 
Y a lor. lllOJ/.\'l>ur. " 

. . B,ls!a .' .. snarled De Carcli l l ac, as h e  
"· i t h d rell" his  ha nds frum h e r  shoulders. 

Thi-;  t i m e  ;;he made no at tempt to esca pt·. 
stand i n g  t h e- re -;h i n·r i ng a l itt l e \Yhen h i s  

r l u tch \Y � ts lTl l lO\"t·<l 
'' :\ Lt r i L· ." lw saicL w i t h  a ,m i J c.: that  

shou ld han g i n·n her some better kno\\" 1 -
cdge o f  h is �:haracter than she had here-. 
t o fo re a• ·quired. " I set· it is useless t ryi ng 
tu f r i g l t t L ! l you : hut c < •nsidcr. I beg o f  

\"Ott. m 1· d i n· d i kmma. I t  i �  not s o  much 
t he i""t:fe i t 1 > 1' mv l i fe-i f  I am catwht
t h a t  I n·,C!;n't .  ��,· t h e  fa i lure o f  my �,Jan : 
as to he cl i'-'cum l i t L·cl h1· t hat  fat -head c > t  
a 1 icu\c'n:lnt .  1r h o  i,; 1iot ten th part  the 
man the abkss i ..; ; a nd , indeed. [ sh ri nk 
from tha t  gr im 1\"l llllan m\·sel f. and am 
co1rard ly 11� hL'll I t h i n k o f  her gloat ing 
m-er m <.: onn· t lH.:y kn·e me p i nioned . 
X Oil". Ill\' g i r L  i,; m o ney a n y  temptation 
to you > " 

.. ( \· r t �l i n h· i t  i, �� t empta t ion t P  a l l  
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\\·omen, if they can but get \Y i t h i n  reach 
of  a t0\\"11 where there ;tre things to buy." 

' '  Very well ,  .\f a ric, I \\· i l l  g ive you 
more money t han eYer you saw be fore i t  
,-uu w i l l hut prucnre !"or me a meet ing 
�Y i th vuur mistre��, and that upon the 
instant , for l w ou ld take her �111d you tu 
a place of safet y . " 

" \Ve are in a place o [  sa fet y no\Y. /i/ 01/
si<ur. lt is  vou \Yho  a rc llfJl in a pl ace 

of safety. Jfut, <<side !rum tl lc11 , my mi,;
tre�s w i l l  never reccin· vou . " 

" H ow do you kno\1-
"
? l ;;m a,; noble 

as she." 
" She would not belien: that . ' '  
" But I a m  her fath er' s f rL·1H.l a n d  

emissary." 
" She would not l >d i cvc tha t , e ither." 
" She mw;t be a doubt ing creature . "  
" � h e  is  n o t  a crea ture at a iL  hut one 

of  the highe".t lad ies or t he L l ! H l .  and 
l I Jeg you, si r, tO S peak u !" her \Y i th 
respect."  

" < > h. su rcl \· . I th i nk of her and \\' i l l  
speak o f  her  �Y i th t h e  grea test o f  respect. 
1 am her father's friend, and h ers, if she 
\\' i l l  but accept me as such, and I have 
come to her rescue." 

. . . 1 / on.ri<llr . vou h i n t ed that  t ime \Yas 
precious, and

-
�
-

tol d y< >u it ,,·nu ld k t \l' ll 
hours before they can ga i n :m L' J ltranrc. 
� evertheless, I adv i se you not to \Yasle 
t ime as vou arc doing. " 

" V cry w ell, then, conduct me to you r  
m istress . " 

" 1 tell  vou it \YOU ltl be useless ; she 
\l'otdd not �cceive von." 

" W hy do you s;y this  so conJiuent ly ? " 
" Because you for get l \\·as 1 istcn i ng at 

t he hdwle, and forget that  l kno\\' a l l  
abou t 

·
you. \'ou a re a n  emiss:ny o[  the  

kin� :ll.JCl De I .uyne:;. \'ou carry ,,· i th you 
a l<"llrc d,· <'<7�-lu·t for t he arrest of 
madonoisdll', ,,· i th the object of placing 
her in a fort ress." 

" K ow, the gods have pat ience \Vith 
\'OUr brain !<, y<>n simpkton ! Think you 
; r ] \YCre on the k ing . s work I S t llOd here 
in j eopardy from the k i ng ' s soldiers ? 
\Vhat have l to fear i f  l hold cnmrnis
�ion from the k ing ' The 1. -ttr, !  d,! 
,·,rcl!<i of \vhich Hlll Sj >'-';lk \l'a� i ntended 
inr the arre�t of the father uf lil<ltf , ·m oi
s,·ll< '. H e  has esc�l ] 'L'd from Paris .  1 
,·;:une with h im as far ;1 s ( ' h �\teaudun . H t:  
<] ]'(n-e o n  t o  Ln<:hes, and at th is mum,·nt 
is safdy \l' ithin i t s  \l al l :.;, 1 t rust ."  

The gi rl SL'L'llH.:d staggered by thi�  
declaration, ami gazed a t  h im \l" i th w iLlc
open eyes, w h ich l lO\\" he had t he grcater 
< •pportunity to admire. 

" The Due de \IontrL·u i L "  she said at 
l ast, " '""u ld ncn r han: commissioned a 
yuung man l ib: you to carry h is daughter 
alone and unattended through t he forest 
that surrounds this  pl ace, and in the 
depth of night." 

" Oh.  you heard the abbess say that ; 
h u t  neither \·ou 110r she realize the 
dc�pa i r  o f  a 

·
rather \Yho tinds his only 

daughter \\·hiskcd away from all  h is 
knowledge, as i f  she had vanished from 
the face o f  the ea rth . A man in �uch a 
p l ight wil l  clutch at any straw. Not th at 
1 am a man o f  straw, as my simi l e would 
seem to i ndi ca te, lJUt unc \\'hose l ineage 
is as old as that of t h �  duke h imself. 
1 ha\·c ,:at <> t the duke's t abl e as equal 
\\' ith equal ,  and he entru:it<:d me \dth this 
m iss ion . 1 t is maclt.len ing to think I h aYe 
come within an ace of �ucceeding, to be: 
battled Jirst by an i l l - tempered old \\'om
an. and second l y  by a chat tering maid . "  

� '  J /ousil'ltr. it seems t h a t  you arc doing 
m ost of the chatterin� yoursel f . I hav: 
rema ined ,.;ilent.  H. t hen, you h old any 
\\'ritten test imony t h n t  ,;· ill  convinc� 
lli iulonoisd!,· vou <'Oll J L' !'rom her fa t her , 
1 :;ha l l take i t .to her." 

. .  Vrai !Jiot.' l i o\1' l i tt le vou kno\\' the 
fol ly you are spenk ing. -

To carry a 
wr i tten document from the Due de 
\[ontrcu i l  th rou�h t h e  country of the 
king \H>uld mean my own a rrest, and the 
nul lifi cation of my pl ans,  the moment I 

was searched and the l ctt<:r found. The 
Due de .\[ontrc u i i  i� a middle-a;.;�:d man 
of experience, am! he t ru,;ted me \\' i thout 
any let ters. and \Y i t hout any credent ials. 
1 f h is daughter pos,.;es"t'S hut a tithe of 
h i s  good SUlst', I sh a l l t'Oll\'inre her i n  
half  the t i m e  1 han' l lcTll  ta l king to 
\"011 . ' '  
. " )"ou pru fc,s grc�\t f�l i t h  i n  yuur po\\·
cr� of per�ua,;iun. Jn<l:tsi, ·llr. " 

" I r so, HlV fa i t h is becoming l ess and 
lc". I [ yo{t object much l o

,
n gc r, you 

,,- j ] ]  d,.,,truy it :1 l togethn." 
TilL' girl >'mikd ,  and t k· dcs!'airing 

( 'ardi l la< '  seemed to  g a t h e r  snmc h ope 
from her change of c;.; p;-v,:sion. 

" I t \\·ould l ie a p i t y  t < >  dampen you r 
,:el i - <'t.niidence. :;t o:; .-:i< "ttr. I f  1·ou an
S\\'CJ' t ru � h Cn l h· :> • J U L':;t i < > l l  nr t \1'<; I sh:1 1 l  
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· : i i  t o  \ uu.  1 l ! la \· ,.;ucceed i n  reL·,.;tab1 i,.;h 
l;: it.  - Ho11· luitg ha 1·e nJU known t ill' 
> tw de :\ I o n t n:u i l ? "  

" Not  t iYo da '"" \Tt. . .  

" \"on a rc not
'
a (la rt izan o f  h i ,;, t hen ? · · 

" 1 JH:n·r ,;a\\' the ma n be fore unt i l  
,_.est crcla v .  ' '  . " Tbe; 1 . l 1 0 11· c�l ll J L· '" CI > J J,.;c n·at i n· ' t  
m�m as h e  to (' \ 1 t rust you 11 i t h  a m i ,;s iuu 
'" dl' l ica tc "-Card i l lac shrugged h i s  
shuu l dcrs-" on such sho rt acqua intance. 
a nd 1Yit h  J \0  c n:clent i a b from you . as I 
u ndnstood you to say ? " 

'' \"ou i gnore a fat her\ l o1·c and h i s  
: 1 1 1 \ icty for a n  o n l �· daughte r. " 

" True. so I do : hut 1·u u . mo11sintr, i f  
1·ou coul d  co n fess no lo}:a l t y  t o  h i s  high
; Jess. and could sca rce ly c la im acqua i nt 

a nce with h im, how came it that you 
undert ook an exped it i on so dangerous > 
i\ I t hough you ha1·e spoken convincingly 
pf a fat her's l o\"e for h is daughter, and 
t he rc·fore persuaded me that the Due de 
:\Iontreu i l  m i gh t han acted as you say, 
on your part t here IYas not e1·cn friend 
s h i p  t o  en l i st you . H mY came you, then. 
to run vour neck i n to the uoos� ? "  

" Fo; t iYO rc::hons. I\l a r ie  D uchamps. 
Fir�t .  [ am a vou n g man w i t h  a name to 
make. so I fa"irly ) umptd a t  the chance 
o ffe red me ; second, I am a poor man, 
'd t h  nw fortune to make, and t h e  duke 
offered ·me a thousand p i sto l t:' in gold i f  
[ were �nccess fu l . "  

" Ah ! "  cried t h e  girl  in long-d rawn
out in tona t i on . her  eye' l i gh t i ng u p  with 
i n te l l igence. " :\ 011 ·  [ under�tand � The 
moner that tem pts a IYOman tempts a man 
a l so. ' ' 

" B u t  certainh·. :\ I arie ." 
" l \Yi l l  sL·c 1il\' mist ress at once . and 

report to her  wh :l t  you lw1·c �� id. \\- i l l  
1·ou trust m e  t o  rl'tu rn t o  you ? 
· 

" \'e,, i f you sa�· you w i l l  re tu rn . " 
" A fter your t reatment o f me ? "  
" I t  i s  n l

.
lt my t reatmen t . hut your word . 

that  l t rust . ' '  
T h e  gi rl l a u gb L·d. and ran ha l i - \Ya y u p  

t h e  stair ; thL·n. 11· i t h  h e r  hand agaim;t 
t h e  lYal l ,  she t urned round and looked 
doiYll at h im .  

" ,1follsit'ltr , "  sh e said. " wh i le I a m  
absen t rebu i ld speed i ly your fa i th i n  your 
pmHr,.; of persua�ion.  Yuu han· s" far 
cum·inced me t lw t , 11·hct h l'r  you are gen, 
ui ne or not, I sha l l conn i l"tc at your L'scape. 
l ' nJ ,o l t  t lw door. t lwrcfo rL· : _L(< l  l • >  the t a l l  

i lagpnk t ha t r is('.; f rom t he court yard 
a nd ( J \Trt l ' [ 's ou r h ighe�t  bu i ld i ng ; cut  
th e ro i 'L" t hat i s  r i n:n t l 1rnngh the pulh:y 
:1 t t l w  t o p, d !·a 1r i t  cum p l ctdy a 1Yay, cu i l  
i t  11 J • . ret u m  t u  t h is h a l l ,  and 1ra i t for 
! I l l' .  

\ \ " i t h  that  she d ic;appeared. C arcl i l Lw 
d id l l l lt ,.,·oudn a t  t he obscu r i ty of t he· 
kl i l  IY i i vn i lL· had once more emerged int"  
t i ll' cou r t ya rd . X ig h t  11·as fal l i ng rap id 
h-. and i ll' fore many minute,; IYere p:t.;t 
< " t J il1 j lkte  darkn ess 11·oulcl he upo n l i te· 
l amls1.·a pv ; l •u t h e  k new that,  once clear  
u f  t lw rmn·ent. t he gl oom \l·ould Ll l ' i l i 
t a l l" h is escape. Correc t l y he su rm ised 
t ha t  t i l(" g i r l  i nt ended h i m  to · descend 
f ron1 oJ Jc  of t h e  sma l l  gable windoll"s i n 
t he t h i rd stun·. i f  such w indows were i n  
L' X i s t enn· at  the hack of t h e  com·ent,  a s  
t hn· \\Crt: a t  the  s ides. A l l  sounds o f  
batter i ng a t  t he door had ceased, and 
Card i l l ac con j ectured t hat some oth e r 
plan ,,·as abotl t  to be adopted ; so, h t: 
t hought t h a t  t h e  soouer he IYas quit  o f  
1 h e  p l ace. t h e  bet ter . 

Taking 11· ith h im t h e  long rope, he 
p ac;sed U l l<kr t he l " lo isters  and reentered 
the  ha l l . w here, to h i s  astonishment,  he 
fou nd \ l a r i e  11·a i t i ng for h im . She had 
: 1  cloak t h r01n1 m·er her arms. and sonw 
k i nd o f  < 'o\"er i ng on her head IYh ich t ht• 
d i mne,.;s rendered i ndi:; t i nct .  

" \"ou hann't  been lung away. " he said 
1 1 1  surprise. 

" No ; il!cido;: oisd ;, . makes up h er 
m i l 1 1 l  ,·ny qu ick l y . She re fuses to Sl:L' 
\"011 . 

" \\ "il;Jt  I l0 11 SL' 1 Jse : . . nied ( 'a rcl i l la 1 ·  
i m p a t ient ly.  " \"ou ha1-c not had t i me 
f u l l �· to c .'\ j J b i n  t o  her t he si tuat ion.  I 
1 1111�1 �l'(' h L· r .n  

" l " l i : l t  i s  i m p . ,ss ihl l'. 11/ 0ilsiotr. \"ou 
· · a l l lwt  c u t e r  my l ady's apartment ll" i thou t 
l in perm ission. and i n such a crisis  i t  
m •tdd h e  fol ly t o  m ake the  a t t empt.  \·ou 
�houhl k n o 11· hv th is t i me that the doo rs 
o f  t h (" < ""m·cnt

-
arc not so easi ly brokL·n 

cJ . , \\· n ;" an ouhider m igh t t h i n k .  

.'i !lld! ' ii! OiY<II, · .  nel·e r t h e lc". asks a Lt1·ur 
or you.  ll" i l ich is t hat you escort me for t h 
ll" it h t o  l l l ( J is.  IY i l l"r(' I am t o  ta ke scn·ice 
11· i t h  t h L· q ut'en.  This depart ure i t  \\"as 
i n te nded l shou ld at tempt .  cl'en had 1·ou 
1 1ot a r r i \"('d , but 111\" lac!\· sa1·s i f  1·ou ;,· i l l  
C011\"('\" 111<:: fa it h ftJ l h· and , in safd\' l < >  
B l oi,;

. 
c;lw 11 i l l  ;:uar :in tec t h at ,,-h en

. 
hL·r 

1":1 t l l l ' r  lc:1 ms ,-"u h;l \"t · Pl w�·cd h i s  d a n ·� : � -
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t n's \Y i�hes you \Yi l l  be pa id a l l  t he 
n wney he promi sed . " 

" ( >h,  the money ! l ' m  no t th ink ing o f  
t he m oney. \V hat troubles mv mind i s  
t h e  fat h�r's disappointment 

·
and the 

daugh ter 's \Y i l fu l m ss . ' ' 
" A  father may forget. Ji/ OIIsi<ur. t hat 

a dau ghter l ike l!i l!d<'JJtoi.,. ,·/1,· is q u i t e  ca
l 'ahle of making p l ans of h·:r 0 \\'11 . Wi l l  
,·nu th en accompam· me to B l ois . !1/llll-

�-i, ·ur? n 
-

" \\'hat you su ggest is imposs ible, 
\ [ arie," said Carcl i l l ac despondingly. 
" I coul d take you to l\Iontrichard, or 
perhaps th rou gh to l .oches, hut B l o i s  i s  
un:rrun with k ing's m e n  ancl con ta mi
nated with De Luynes 's �pi es ." 

" M l le .  de l\l ontreu i l  docs not m i n i 
m i ze the danger of t h e  exped ition." said 
l\ [ arie in verv subdued tones. her eyes 
modestl y cast

-
clown as the voung man 

peered at her through the clu�i .. . , , ' l  gave 
to mad,·moisd!,· so v i 1· id an �1ccount of 
t h e  hran.:rv of \ 1 . cle Carcl i l bc that she 
is  qu i te co;1fident he "· i l l  accompl ish the 
t ask if he prom ises to d o  so." 

" \Vhy, my gi r l , you haven ' t  had t i me 
t o  give a vivid accou nt o f  anyth ing ! 
\Yhat do von mean ? " 

'' J t onsi;'ltr has been l on gn in ge t t in g 
th� rope than he supposes, a n d  t here y,-as 
t ime for mad,,moisdl. - to sa1· at  Last that 
she reposes perfect coniiclc; :ce i n  l\l. de 
< ' arcl i l lac. ancl entrusts me t o  h is  guard
ianship with t h e  utmost hL·h· f i n  hi,; 
h onor as a gen t l e m a n .

' ' 
Carcl i l l ac stood n·n· creel. l > r�1 ccd hack 

his shou l ders, ancl cl r�'" a lung I n·cath.  
" I sh ou l d I ike nTy nmch 1 o SL'C th is 

,-"u n g l ad v," he said at last . 
. " l  \\'aS

-
t O  t c· J )  YOU, li! Oil.>it '/1!', tl1at she 

regreh the dc>pr iya t i on as n : u ch a s  you. 
l 1u t  I was to add t h at slw l i 1-cs in  t he 
hope soon to have the pleasure ni mee t i ng 
,-o{l in her father's  h a l l . "  
· " Oh. well .  i f. a s  seems t o  h�· t h e  : ·ase, 
1·ou haYe depicted my good qua I i t i es. 
��·hateYer they a rc. as fait h fu l l y  a s  von 
h1Yc convinced me of llltldt'IIIOi.,·, ·//, · 's 
�� m iahi l ity, I haYe h1en hwkv in 111\' me,;
�·�_·H.�er. " 

" Ancl now, m OII.I'i, ·Jtr,  i f  von w i l l  he 
> ' < ·nd en ough to fol lo 1Y me. I 

.
ma1· he ab l e 

t� > cllo\\· y�u a path to l i bert y . ' '  · 
T h e  gir l  turned and began mount ing 

1 l w d ark sta in1·av.  
. . . l fcr<i'c·!n oi.l't'll, · . "  said t hl' _g�t l b n t  ( 'ar-

d i llac, " 1 \\' i l l  follo\Y yuu \Yith ph·asure, 
even if you lead me in t h e  opposit:.: d i rec 
t ion. to imprisonment." 

C lL\ PT E R  X I I I .  

A \\' I LDEIC \ E ::i :'i  FUR '1'\\'U. 

M L L E .  �IAR I E  D U C H A �I PS was 
evidently as famil iar \Y ith every 
turn and corner of those corridors 

as was the bl i nd gi r l  with the darkened 
thorough fares of Pompeii .  Fr-equently 
:\l arie was compelled to pause and give 
d i rections to the stumbling young man i n  
h e r  wake. The vast bui ld ing w a s  o p 
pressively si len t , and seemed deserted. 

They mounted two more stairways, and 
Jina l ly a ladder, up \Y h ich Carcl i l lac pre
ceded h i s  gu ide, that he migh t push open 
the trap-door that led into a l on g atti c. 
H ere th ey found t h e  uhscurity l ess clens;c, 
because of a window at either gable end ; 
the eastern one l ook ing out upon a court 
yard, while t hat to the \\'est ward gave a 
Yiew o1·er the dense forest. TmYard the 
Litter t h e  two made their way. 

The oblong aperture was unprovided 
\Yith eith er sash or glass, and could be 
dosed in stormy wea ther hy a stout 
wooden door, w h ich i n  summer, however, 
\\ as left upen for the sake of the l ight, as 
the ra ftered apex \Yas used as a rough 
st orehouse for odds and ends - boxes, 
ha les. and wh at - not.  Carel i l l ac. \dth his 
hand against the side o f  t h e  opening, 
peered down the c l i ff to the sward be
neath, then, tuming . shoo]� out the coils 
of h i s rope on the rloor. � ex t  h e  un
buck l ed h i s  sworcl -helt .  w rapped bel t and 
scabbard in his c lo�:k. and flung th e 
bundle to the grou n d .  Picking u p  the 
end of the rop e, h e  looked at the g irl . 

" \'ou will  not he fright ened ? " h e  
asked .  

" N o. i f  the  k n u t  b e  :'L'Curc l v t ied." 
; ;  \\'here a ha;Hbomc woma

-
n is con

cnnecl ,"  l aughc·d th e young man, ; ( I may 
hv d epended u pCin to t ic  a knot that  \\· i l l  

hold her. "  
Thl' _g i rl laughed i n  : ·ompan�-. 
" It is  to your skill that the handsume 

1\'oman looks for sccm·it\·, JJ/Oi!siotr. " 
Card i l l a c  t h rc\1' an e11c1 o [  the rope 

1 1\'L'r one of t h e  ra fters, d rawi ng on th •: 
cord u n t i l  the two ,;e, · t i ons \Yl're of equal 
] , ·n ,g t h .  l i e tlu n :.;  \Yide t h e  l oos:_' end� . 
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: u H l  �aiY t h a t  they reached the g round, 
11  i th  plenty to spar<:. The flagpole from 
11  hich h e  had taken i t  ntenclcd beyond 
t h e  convent roo f, and a double l i ne had 
flapped against t he pole. P u l l i ng up t h e  
t iY i n  wrd. he d e f t l y  a n d  speed i l y  t ied 
t he i r  ends round the s l i m  wa ist of t he 
g i r l .  w h i l e  slw held up lll'r hands out of 
the wav and \Ya t ched h i m  with < t  sm i le 
a nd a b l ush t h a t  1n: re n�r�· a t t rac t i n� i n  
t he gl immer i n g d usk . 

" l  t h i n k  l sha l l  t oss m y  doak t o the 
11 i nd s  also," said she \l·hc"n he had fi n 
ished. 

" And a l l  fea r \Y i t h  it," he suggested. 
" And al l fea r 11· i t h  i t . "  she repeated. 
The cloak flu t tered dcmn t o  the ground. 

and Card i l lac. picking up its  0\Yncr, low
ned her gen t ] �· into space. 

" Th e  l edge is wide." he wh ispered ,  
" an d  there is  n o  danger o f  your str iking 
t he \Ya l l .  H o ld the rope t i ght l y  with 
1·nur hands, and nen�r m i ml i f  you w h i rl 
i·ound two or t h ree t imes . ' '  

. 

A n  instant later  slw wa,; �a fe l y  on the 
ground, and had t he knot u n l oos�ned be
fpre he coul d  make the suggestion. 

" A  capable l i t t l e  person," m u t t ered 
< ' a rcl i l lac to h imse l f, and. drawing on 
h i s  stout leathern gauntlet:; ,  be sl i pped 
down the rope a lmost as if he were fal l 
i ng, check ing the girl 's  l it t l e  out cry o f  
d ismay b y  landing a s  l ightl y as if  he 
were a feat her from his own hat. l i e  llO\Y 
pul led the rope clown from t h e  ra fter. 
coi l in g  it quickly as he did so. 

" I t's j m; t  as lYe l l . "  he· sa id.  ' · t o  lean� 
1 1 0  trace. of our descen t . The guess ing 
l t o 1Y '"e escaped may add some i n t ere,;t to 
the  monotonv o f  conn�nt u a l  l i fe. You 
1rait her�. "  

. 
he continued, " while I 

recnnm.i tn. I must get my horse i f  I 
'·;u L "  

H e  t i ptoed to the  soutlnre,;t corner o f  
t h e  conn:nt , and, hold ing h is h a t  i n  his 
hand. peered round. No one 1ras in s i ght 
a l o ng t lw southern flank o f  t he great 
b u i l d i n ,;. \\' i t hout rela x i n g  his a l ertness 
i n  the least. he sk i rted the  southern 11·al l .  
a n d  s o  came t o  t h e  sout heast cornn. 
Here he surrept i t iow;Jy scnt t i i i ized the 
eastern front o f  t he cmn·ent .  11·hcre. free 

of the forest, it \Yas s t i l l  t\l' i l ight.  
He could not u nderstand t h e  s i lence. 

and wondered IYhat  had become of the 
besiegers. A glance showed h i m  that the: 
c:1 rr iage a nrl fou r hnrses had d is:l J lJll'a rcd.  

proki i > I y  t o  ta ke t h e· l i L·Ut Ln a n t  kwk t ' -' 
l kaugency. t hat  l 1e m ight  return 1r i t h  
m a t e r i a  b f o r  forc i n g  a n  entrance intu 
t he < " f ltl rt \·a rd. .\ sol itan· sentlT 11·;h 
p;w i 1 1 g  \1 ) '

. 
and do1rn.  a l ight . short mus

ketoo J l  tl\'l'l' l 1 is shoulder, w h ich,  \Y i t h  his  
u n i form. s hm,·ed t h a t  lw was a dismountc·d 
, . ,1 1·a 1 rnn a n .  

T I I L· you ng m a n  su rm i�ed q u i te c u r ·  
n·• · t  I I· t h a t i t  1 1  as  a squad of mou n tL·d 
mc' t i  t h e ,;ngL·aut  had brought up from 
lh·au gt' I l • ·y on t he a rri,·a l  of the messel : 
ger fro n 1  Pa ris . T ile gal loping hnrs�:, 
lnd sa n·d t i me. and t h is conjecture 1ras 
< 'o i i fi n ncd. as his C\'L'� became more ac
< " Ll ,; t o l l ll'd t o the o(>scu r i t y. l >y see i ng e� 
,c;rou l >  o f  h orses far dmn 1  t h e  r oad t l u t  
k d  t o  ( ' h:t tea udu n . 

E,· i r lcnt  I y t he I ieutvnant e xpected that 
if  Card i l lac escaped, he woul d  make fur 
Ch£ttcaudun, and t hus to Paris a long the 
rou t e by w h ich he had come, and t hes�: 
men 1rLTe s t a t ioned to i ntercept h i m, or 

to fol lo 11· h i m  i f  he b roke: i nto t h e  ruad 
farther beyond. The young man was 
convi nced that no t hought had been g i 1·cn 
t o  the B l o is route. nor t o  t h e  road l ead i ng 
hack i nto Beau genn·, as the  fugi t i 1·e was 
not l i ke f \· to make in e i t her d irection, 
knoll' i n g  

.
t ha t  the C < >u n t rv Sll'armed with 

t h e  enemv. 
· 

\\' h a t  ·was more t o  t he purpose, C a r ·  
d i ! lac sa 11· h i s 0\\' 11 horse. unattended, 
nu p p i n g  the grass in front of the con
ven t . l ess thall t 11·en t 1· vards from him. 
\'l'l hl'  clan·d not steai o

·
ut into the open 

and • · :1 pt ure i t .  because of t he 1vatchful  
sl' n t ry. Ti le  h t m;c 1ras a st ranger to him, 
r idd t ·n for the fi rst t im e  h1· i t>; n e 11· mrner 
t h a t  morn1 ng. t here fore. h e  fea red i t  
\rou ld not come t o his c a  I I . even i f  l w  
ven tured t o  hre:1 k  the st il l ness o f  t he e n>  
ni ng : st i l l .  l i ke a l l good horsem en . he had 
a 11' :\\' 11· i t h a n irnak 

Th, ·  t ·a o.;,· 1ras d csperatL', fnr at any 
monH' I I t  the  carr i a "'l' m i gh t return a nd 
l'\' l' l l  in t h e  sha dt> l� of tl1c wa l l  h� IY:ts 

i n  d a n ge r  of be i n g  recognized. l i e· 
ma rc lwd q u i • · k h· to t hl' south :1 r l rm.·n 
slt' l "· a nd qnod wh e re he cou l d  sve h is 
horo.;t· . l nl t  w here hl' cou l d  not he scL·n 
bv t l w  sen t ry a t  t he gate-house. I f • ·  

w h ist ktl  \'l' l')' s l i g h t h'. and a t  fi rst t lw 
h o rse· t"ok no n o t ice. hut hv and b\·  rai.;ed 
i t s  head and pricked fol: ll·arcl its ears. 
C a rd i l b c  held ou t h is hand and ch i r 
l'll J wr l  t' ! l l ' � >n r;t g i nc;lv. 
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T he horse took a he�itating step fore 
1mrd , stood sti l l  again,  t hen, 11· i t h  a l i t t le  
1vh i n ny that made cold chi l ls  r u n  up 
Card i l lac's back, it  w a l ked d irect ly to
ward him, with sign� o f  recognit i on and 
del i g ht . H e  patted i ts  neck a IIec tiona te-
1 v. and led it round to the \Wstern side 
<;[ the convent, and so to t he IYai ting girl, 
1v herc he shook out his  c l oak. buckled on 
h is belt, then thrc\Y the cloak 01·er the 
saddle.  

" Do you think you can hold yourself 
on ? "  

" Uh,  yes, " repl ied the girl ,  " hut 
aren't you going to rid e ? can then s i t  
be h incl you . "  

" I fear we camwt ride togcther 
t hrough the forest. w i l l  l cacl the 
horse." 

\Vith a little assista nce, she sprang i nto 
place, sitting sideways on the some11·hat 
difficult perch. He t hrew her O\Yn cloak 
over her shoulders, then, taking the b rid le 
on h i s  arm, l ed the \Ya\· in to t h e  clark 
density of the wood. 

-

T h� traversin g of t he forest prn1·ecl to 
he not only fonn idahle hut somet imes 
dangerous. The great tract o f  t imber 
land which extcncl ecl from abm·e Beau
gency to B lo is 11·as no park-l ike pleas· 
a nee th rou gh 11  h ich lwrsL·meH m ight 
hunt the deer or the \Y i ld boar,  b u t  a 
primeval forest tbat seem ed pathless, 
where great tree� lay as they had fal len, 
blocking t h e  '"'' Y· w h i l e  here and th ere 
were encountered e x tensiye thickets of 
brushwood that seemed impenetrable. 

The sword , not tile ax,  was cl aim i ng 
t h e  attent ion of French m en at t h is 
period, ancl t h e  woodlands had grown 
1v i l cl .  The pl an: , ,cemcd d esolate eycn 
of a chopper' s hut or a charcoal -burner's 
camp. H igh al >on· them the fol i ag� of 
the somber p i nes shut out cYcn an occa
s ional gl impse of the summer n i ght sky. 
;mel not a star could he >'.een. Now and 
then the gi r l made· an outcry as she \Yas 
nearl y swept fr"lil hn hors� hy l n \Y 
hanging hranchc·s, and cnT '' nd a non Car
d i l lac had t o  stop t h e  an i ma l awl break 
t h ro u gh hy anot hL·r route. 

But what trnuhkd h i m  m ( hf. ,._ a�  t hat 
Ilc had lost a l l  scm;l· of d irL·ction.  ancl 
k new be m i ght at a n \' mum�ilt  em e rge 
m·c\1' t h e  co nn:nt .  H e  sa id  n ot h ing to 
h is frightened compan i on o[ h i ,; cl i l mnna,  
l nl l  st rod <" on as best he cnu l d .  

A t  l ast she cried : 
" l must get down and 1va l k  1Yi t h  you. 

R id i ng is impossible." 
H orse and man stood sti l l .  l' ardil lac 

held out a hand t o  h er, \rhich she coul d  
n u t  sec as s h e  sprang stumbl ing into the 
underbru�h. 

" I am a fra i d, " he said,  " IH' must stop 
here t i l l  day l i gh t . "  

'Vith an exclamat ion of dismay she 
sa id : 

" H ow far do you t h ink we have come 
from the coilvent ? " 

" l have not the remotest notion, M arie. 
\'ou see, t here has been l it t le  of wood
craft i n  my education, and while  I coul d  
thread m y  way through Paris, these over
grown forest glades baffle me." 

" You mean you have l o,;t your way ? " 
" l\1 v clear sweetheart, there 1vas no 

'"ay to l o�e." 
" Si r : " she criL·(l. \V i t h  a note of anger 

in her voice, " you must adclres,; me re
spectful ly. l cannot a l low you to speak 
to m e  in that manner." 

" Tush, ttbh ! " cried the yuung man 
impat ient ly. " I wasn't  t h inking of you 
at all,  but of our quandary. l dare say 
many a h i nd has spoken to you more fa
m i l i ar l y than r did. " 

" N o w  you i nsult me, sir : '' c ried the 
girL with great ind i gnation.  

" l\ly exce l l ent :\ l ar ie , " rej oined Car
cl i l l ac wearily.  " i f  you mean to arouse 
my sympat hy in t hat you are here help
l ess and alone with a stranger, somewhere 
i n  the forest of Blois, then, charming 
girl , cow; i clcr it done. You possess my 
sympathy.  and i r l assure you in addition 
you a re a:; sa fe as in that  u g l y  convent 
1re left a ,,·h i lc ago, you would not be
l i eve me, neither would anybody else, nor 
\Yould i t  be true. But, for your conso
l a t ion l et me pre�ent you wi th the proper 
view of our situation.  aml the propor
t ionate per i l i n  "·h ich 1ve stand ; and , 
tal king of standing, may I offer you a 
seat ,  \ l l lc. \ l ar i e ? " 

l n the <l ark ness. 1r h i lc he tal ked, Car
cl i l l ac had been fumb l i ng ahout h i s  h nr,;e, 
and now he l i fted t iw sadd l e  from the 
anima l ' s ha (·k and  p L\ ('ed it on t he 
tan �kd. brier-,l;rmYn gwu n r l .  

" \farie  Dudwmps," he sa i d, grop in g 
for h er a n d  not  li nd i ng her,  " i � it pos
sible t h ;H yon l1 an• d l·p;ntecl i n  dudgeon 
[ ,,. \' l l\ \r  dnn;�L·nn ) J ;1 :n searc h i n g  t h e  
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e m l ' lY air for your Land,  t h a t  it may leacl 
you a few steps to a p l ace or co!llpamt ive 
t·om fort in t h is be1v i l der ing \\· i lderu ess." 

There wa' a pause fur a few moments, 
and a t  last thl! deep si lence 11·as brok en 
J ,y a cont l!nted s i gh from the; horse, who 
apparent l y accepted the s i tuat ion 1v i th  
equanimity.  and sank i n  t he nack l i ng 
hushes to his  n i ght 's rest . 

" M arie ! " cr ied l le Carcl i l lac,  then , 
a fter l i s tl!ning a w h i l e : " J\Iarie ! "  be 
shouted more sh arp l y. " Vt'llfre d,· ma 
• ·i,· .' has the girl vanished, and have I 
been wasti ng my eloquence u nheard and 
unappreciated ? This is  th e fi nal c�l lam
i t�· in a dav of disasters : "  

· A  ri pp l e
. " r  laugh tn i nd i . - a t c·cl th at not 

on ly was the g i rl then·. hut that  her cr i t i 
cal  mood hacl  chan ged . 

" I thought you \\"ere gone. " he "aitl. 
" Are you sorry t o  find I am s t i l l  on 

your hands, 1//0IIsintr l ·· 

" You arc anyth i n g  hut t hat," he re
p l ied .  " :\I y  h ands are va i n l y sean·hing 
the darkness for you. All ,  t h ere you are ! 
J ust a step this way-he cardul of the 
brambles. That's r i t{ht ! I I ere is my 
folded c l oak for a cu�hion, t h e  horse's 
saddle for a �ea t . and this anc ient tree 
for t he back of your c·ha ir .  \\'c are hel p

Jess for the night,  and must make the best 
of it. It wcnlld be fol ly to t i re oursel ves 
further by fi ghting against the  odds that 
con front us. for until da\Yn i nd icates the 
cast, we cannot with suretv t ravel to the 
west . " 

� 

" I n t h is gloomy . - i rcumsta nce vou 
\HTC about tu offn me some cO!bc; la
t ion . 11/ (J/ISit'ltr ! "  

" Ah,  yes, I had forgotten . I [ we were 
intercepted, surrounded . captured, ou r  
fates, :-. r arie ,·,lris.ri:tl < l .  1nm l d  d i ffer. The 
stolen rope 1v h i ch,  l ikt' a monk. I wear 
\Yound round me. \vou ld take on a smal ler 
l oop and a greater a l t i tude . I t  would 
cnrirrle my neck i nstead o f  nw waist .  
Tlwn short shri ft, and farC\\'L' l l ,  

·
I'rancc ! 

N ow, most bcauteou.s :-. I arie.  1·"u llEl\' n ot 
nedit t h e  fact, hut from \dl�it I knt ;\Y o f  
my own n e c k ,  i t  \\'OU l d  certa i nly p refer to 
be encirc l ed by the \Yarm , soft arms o f  a 
fair girl than by t he cold,  taut  em- iron
ment of a rope . I lwpc my s i m i le o f  the 
arms does not disturb t h a t  m od <:st y  w h ich 
l h ave a lready received as . .;u rance you 
possess, mademoiselle ! " 

" O h ,  no,  monsiotr : ind eed , 1 am be

(i c 

gi nn in g  to uncler:;tand you. I am from 
the north, but you.are from th e south. You 
speak,  therefore, 1v i t h  poet ica l l icense, 
and view L'\·ents through a rumant i c  haze 
which is denied to us m ore pract ical 
creatures o f t he co l der region . I dare
say a man frnm N ormandy m i gh t  feel 
more deep l y than a poet of ( ;ascony, !Jut 
the language of th e latter would be as a 
r i c h  and bl!aut iful flower- garden com
pared with the bleak granite c l i ffs by the 
sea. I devoutl y trust, monsieur, that you 
\Yi l l  speedi l y return to that soft pressure 
wh ose ck l i gl1 t you have o f ten experi
enced." 

Canl i l lac l au ghe d  clnJIYSily,  but 1vith a 
certain imli cat iun o [  content. 

" N o w, :\I a ric, i f  a man had said that ! 
Suppose t h is man sat at a wooden table 
opposite me in a tavc;rn. I would raise 
my flagon and wink at h im, or I might 
smite him i n  confidential  manner on the 
back. But 1vi t  h a 11·oman onl! may speak 
the truth ." 

" I s  that you r  idea o f  women, mon
sieur l ·'' 

C: I T A P T E  R X IV. 
TIR O K E :i  SOI. ITUDE. "Sl '  l � E L \', surelv. With 1voman false

h ood i s  imp;Jss i ! Jle,  am! so I w i l l 
con fess to you what no man's 

S\l" l ln! coultl draw from me-that when 
I ra ised my tlagon I woul d  d rink to the 
one 11·oman i n  t he 1vor ld 1vhose arms have 
been around my ned;: , ancl that  woman is 
my poor mother, whom I ldt in tears 
but a few short months ago.  In day
l ight , :\Tarie, I S\vagger and pretend I am 
a man : \HJ to h im 11· ho doubts i t  l But 
in the dark and in th e si lence I con fess 
that.  a fter a l l .  I am hut a hoy, and wh en 
a short t ime; s ince I spoke carelessly to 
vou, my th ou ghh \Yc r� far a 11·ay at my 
hom\: i n C: asc·onv, am! fur t he mom en t I 
was 11· i ,;h ing you an< !  l \\ t·re sa fe w i t h in 
its hospitable ,,-allc..  i l l�kad o f  be in g i m -

1111Hl'cl in this d i ,;ma l hut t:nchantc; d  
woocL " 

" I am sorry I rc·sc n tcd Y"Ur ph rase," 
,;a i d  the gir l  n:ry q u i et ly. " �-\s I t ol cl 
n>u, I am fr"m t h e  north.  \'ou must 
inakc a l lo\\.�1 1l ! :Cs ."  

" r nclcccl. \"l iU trt:'a ted me a' I rlcscrvecl, 
:Oi arie, ancl (t i s to rca,;sure your mind I 
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�t ! l l t a lk i n� �u mu, · : t  nrn1· about  m �·,;e l f. I 
,; lwuld l ike you to H a t ter  me hy Llc· l in· ing 
t h a t  ,·ou an: a,; ,.;a fc· i n  t h i ,;  fore,;t  as i f  
\'Oll ;1 ·c re i n  t i l�: Cuun·ut  o f  t h e  �anecl .
Heart ."  

" I  a m  ,;u rl' o f  i t ."  ,; h e  ,;a i d �l l tn t h t  in
aud i b l y. 

" You need not  re,;t '·" u r  c·" n ti ci l- n t ·e on 
anyth i ng �u loft y a n;! ct hc·real a,; m y  
dn�p n:,;pc·ct f u r  11·onw t t o f  a l l  l ' ! a ,;,;c,;. 
hut take i t  on t he l mn:r p la rw uf my 0\\'ll 
,;a fcty. T h a t  i,; ,,· ha t I \l' i ,; h tu ,;how 
you.  A ,;  I t o l e !  you i n  t h e  conn:u t .  l a m  
a hl'ast a t  bay. \\'e a rc· t a l k i ng n " ". i n  
\Y h i ,;per,;.  l cb re !\Ill r i ,;k  a n  < l l l l t ' l'\' t h a t  
m ig h t  b r i n g  :; pon ti ll' a n  on·n,· l w l m i n g  
force o f  m v  en em \·. I ) " v o u  n ot see. 
madt'!noi.rdl· . t h a t i dare IH;t mo l c,; t \'OU 
if f \\'OUJ cl . ' '  

. 

" \\'i l l  you p:l r d u n  a m 'm a n ' ,;  capr icr. 
tnc>llsintr, t h a t .  t hough c·Y e n  she may l w  
from t h e  nort h.  s h e  pn: fers to rc,;t h n  
content upon t h e  h igh er p l ane y o u  h a n· 
mcu t ioned ' " 

" \\'ell ,  I a m g l a d  o f  t h a t , "  ,;a i d  C a r
cl i l lac s imply .  " ,\ t id 1 10 11'. to c"mplc-te 
yuur further  freedom f rom c ·are.  I p n·
d i ct t h a t . i f  you a re c:q > turecl .  your so l e 
d i sach·an t a ge \l' i l l hl· a c hud; u nder t h e  
t · h i u. or pe r h a ps a k i ,; ,;  ,;uatchcd hy a gal 
b nt officer. ,,· lw w i l l  fu r n ish you escnrl 
,,· h ercver �·ou ,,. i ,h  t o  gu. or,  a t  \I'Or' t .  

send \'ull hack t o  mad<;n(li,,·,/1: a l  t h e 
Sanc·d ! ! earl . ' '  

C a rd i l l a c  \\':I" no \1' I rca t ed t o  o n e  o f  
t hose S\Y i ft ch a nge,; o l  ll ! I H!d \\·h i t 'h  cn·r. 
in l a ter l i fe. baffled h im \\·h ere \\'{lJlWil 
were concerned . The g irl cried out : 

" �ir ,  you ,;p o i !  c\'L'ryt hing you h:J\'C 
,;a id In· vour nd n·a r i t 1· .  \'nu a rL· d i ,;rc
spect fti l tn h i n t  t h'; t a1� v m a n  slwu l d  clare 
t o  t reat m e  t ll ll,; : " 

" l\l cn· i fu l  T l ca n· Th .  \ fa rie.  ,,.1!:1 1  h a rm 
in a kiss ? " 

" Sir ,  �-ou put m e· out o f  a l l  pat ienn'. 
an d . furt h erm ore. 1 w o u l d  h ave vou know 
that  I a m  not  one of th ose per�on,; \Ylw. 
sel fish ly assured o f  t h e i r  O \\'ll sa fety. 
\Yould thus lead a m:1n t o  his death w i t h  
indi fference. I cou l d  n o t  h a n  ,awh a 
c�ta.;trophc on my t ·on,; , · ie•�;·c.  th ere fore . 
,;Jr,  \\'C part  compa ny l t t: rl'. 

He kne \\' ,;he h a d  a r ist·n . a nd l l l l l\' h t · 
l ikC'II' i�e got on ! J i ,; fL·ct. \\onclc r i n g  \Yh a t  

e\· i l  fate h ad c h a n gL·cl t ! t e  soft ness o f  h er 
yoic� to thC' dear: h a rd r i n g  o f  :l lmost 
t\T::l lln ic;l ]  clel ' i, i t ' i l .  

" \'our \Yay l i e ,;  to the south.  m i ne t u  
t he \n: .; t .  l ' n t ramme l kd l > 1· m e ,  \'Oll c a n  
S\\' ltn your h orse acTt>,;,; t l;c Luii·L'. a nd 
n�al' i1  \ l un t r i c h anl.  1\ l ten· \'OU w i l l  l >e  
,;a fc. 'Tis l c,;,; t i t a n  ,;e\·l· t t  I

'
eaguc� from 

here to B i oi,; ,  a n d . :t' you q u i te t ruth fu l l y 
point  ou t , I sha l l  bL· u n P w l e:-ted on t h e  
r o a d  t h i t h e r . "  

( ' a rd i ! Ltt · l au gh c ·c l  qu ie t l y . a n d  h e  fL· I t  
t ha t  h i ,;  i l l - t i med mnriment  i ncreased t h L· 
resen tment o f  \ Ia r i e  Uuchamps. 

" Tcnlpest twu.; n ,· :n p h  of t l tL' n ort h , 
p r"n: t o  l l l l' t ki l  1·ou a rc i n clcccl from 
t ha t  region. .\ l a r ie.  point ou t t h e· n u r t h  
t o  Ill \'. and do not  sh r i nk i f  I c o m e  c lo,;c· 
enough to n·cognizc the d i rect ion o f  \'OUr 
a rm . "  

• · 'T is no mattn for t ha l . "" l t> n g  a� 
\\'C take o'L'p:t rate  \\·ay,;. 1 t is your ri,;k to 
Jincl the sou l h. and m i l H' t o  li n d  t h e  \\T:.;t.  
You \l·ould h :l ,·e gum· in ,;a fct 1· tu \ l on t 
r i t ' h a rr l  h ac! I l l t.> t  dl' ilel'lccl �-our d i re t · 
t i t l l l  t o  H l t l i� . "  

· · \ 'ou had no t h i ng to  do \l· i t h  t he m a t 

H·r. m 1· g i r l . l :t • · t t'd nut l l l l  \·our com
m;T t l cl .

· 
h�Tt tl l l c l c ' !' 1 1 rtl c r,; f rum. \ ! l ie .  de 

\ [ on t reu i l . "  
" True ; I nn l l l'\'l•rthe le,;s cJl T  m y  ac

cou n t .  All t hat  madon oisd/,· cares is 
t ha t I s h o u l d  n·:T l 'h B i o i ,;  and giH hn 
mt·ssage t n  t ! tl' q ut · t_·n.  I a m  to en ter t h e  
,;t ·n· in· o f  t h t.· i m p r i,;uned q uee n ; t h a t  i s  
"'".!on of.,·, '/1. - · .,. ] > ! a n. and I lwpl' t o  c o t t 
n i n· at  h e r  ma j esty',; es. ·ape." 

" H o \\' ,; t ra nge i t  is t h a t  a fL'\\' nwnw n h  
a .� t l  \Yl' \\Tn: �p�...·a k i 1 1 �  i 1 1  w h isper;-;, a n d  
1·ou seemed t h e  m ost rc:t sunahle  o f  wom 
e n .  ;\; o il' �-uu ,; tand t here. a nd actua l ly 
t ' l l l l 1 1lL1 1 Hl lll t' a '  i f  I 1\Tre \' t >U r  ser f. I 
t i J i n k 1'<>11 L1 i l  I n  T'l'mc·tr:hn th a t  ou r po,; i 
t i o l ' "  arL' t h e  rc·n·rse o f  ll' h:T t \'llllr m a n 
l i n  IH.· tokcn,; .  I 1,· i l l  e n t e rt a i n

- a reqm·,.;t 
11· hcn· rdu,;c to s n tTn a com ma nd . 
Part l"n llll' for po i n t i ng out  t h a t l am a 
noble.  a n d  \'tlU a re-" 

" A  ,;t·n:a n t . ' '  ,.; J l :l ] > j >L'tl \ f a r i c . ll' i t h  
nl'\'L'rt h e l c,;•. a lmn· r i n g  o f  her tone. 

" Pn:t· i,-L'i l·. i'\ l l \1', ' obl i ge nw. \ l a r ie 
l l ut ·ham p,;. ·! >,· n ut forl' i ni su l 'h a com
pa r ison :1 g�t i n .  \'ou arc in Ill \' c· l w rge 
u nt i l  1·ou arl' sa feh· 1\· i t h i n  t he . \\ a l b  o f  
H l n i ,; . · I sha l l  tak

·
e t · a re o f  m 1·se l f and 

\ ·ou a l so. \ \ ' hen I spoke o[ n�y danger 
it \Yas not t h a t  I [eared it hut merel v to 
: JI ] a,· ,-ou r  0 11· n a p p rclll'ns ion.  a nd.  �,; I 
,.;;J ill i ; l t i l l' <'Oil\'l' ! i l .  l'"ll 11· i J J  t >hCI' 111C'. 
t • r--" H t· pa ust· , J .  
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" '{o\1 1v i l 1  nush me." .\ gain ,; ! J�:  fin

i,:lH:d h is scnlClli'L'. 
' ' You i nL·orr ig i h l c termagant,  1·ou put 

me i n  the :1 t t i tudc of coercing a \Hlma n ; 
a ] 'OSi t i on I hatL:." 

There 1vas J l < l  ans\\Tr t o  t h is, for  the 
tense t a l k  was interrupted by a deep 
boom l ike the report o f  a cannon, am\ the 
echo re\'Crberatcd 1 11 l ow t hunder 
t hrough the a rches o f  th;: fun�st. :\Ian 
and maid stood there toget her a fc 11· mo
ments i n bre;lth l css s i lence . 

" \\'bat was that ? " whispered :\I arie, 
with a quan�r of fear in her voice.  " Is 
i t  a si gn al , du you t h i nk ? A rc th ey 
about to s�:arc h the  forest ? " 

Cardi l l ac laughed quietly.  
" I w ish them luck o f  their  task , "  he 

said.  " N o .  l take i t  t ha t a t  l ast  they 
l1ave L lo\vn i n  the convent-door, and a 
l o ng time they have been about it. They 
w i l l  search th e convent before they at
tempt the forest. l\larie, either it is get
ting l ightn. or my eyes han� become ac
customed to the darkness. I sec you 
much more plainly than I did hal f an 
hour ago, and I can even recognize what h d i d  not notice i n  the dayl ight, that you 
are very beaut i  rul, l\faric." 

" Thank you, 1/iOllsicur," sa id the g irl 
demurely, 1v ith a low curtsy, " but you 
are not doing just i ce to your o11·n powers 
of observat ion.  You did n otice i t  before, 
and were k ind enough to mention it. 
' Handsom e, ' I th ink, \Ym; t he 11·ord you 
used, and, a l t hough you di luted your praise 

w i t h  such words as ' v i xen. '  ' termagant, '  
and what - not, yet these express ions could 
not overcome my joy a t  your apprecia
t ion. But you should avoid committing 
yourse lf further until you ha\'C seen me 
in the dayl i ght . Tbis darkness " h ich 
e nvelop s u� is n:ry deu:pt in: .  I am be
gi nn ing to sec you qu ite ]' Ia i n! y. and 
should be convinced by ap peara nces that 
you arc a nohle and courteow; young gen
t leman, diLl not my experience \Yi t  h you 
convin ce me o f  th e contran-." 

" N O\Y, �\l a r i c  Du,-ham[JS, "  cr i ed the 
young ma11, l , i ·luecl, " you l et your 
tongue run a\v:: .,- \ ·ith you ! \' ou arc: too 
fond o f  hear i i ; ; ;  ;:o�1rsel f t alk . Your 
m istress should Ions a r;u have rcpres,.;cd 
th is tendencv to volulJ i l i t '.·. and not l eft 
to me that ui1grateful task-. " 

" Oh, m u tlsi,·ur. you are much more 
capabl e than she to effect such a trans-

fom J ; ; t i c u .  bccau:'e i t  is  w e l l  kno\Yll t hat 
( ; ; b,·on�· i,.; t h e  prcn· i n cc of si lence . I t  is 
as difii c u l t  to L·ause a ( ;ascon to speak as 
to provoke h im to fi g h t . "  

" :\ f a r i e  Duchamps, you a re u ncivi l ! 
The Ga:;cons b av�: thL· ir  good points l i ke 
othcT p eople: . "  

" J /  Oltsit' ltr, y u u  astonish m e .  Pray 
ment ion even one of t hose good poin ts, 
and n:m ove your han of s i lence, that I 
may proc la im i t  to t h e  ,,·orld. France 
\\" i l l  he onr joved at the news." 

" Y ou spi-tch!l l i t t le  devil ! "  muttered 
Carcl i l l ac 1vith L-l cnchcd teeth.  " Your 
fol ly has a lmost dr iven f rom mv head tb� 
i mportant quc,;t ion I w ished t,; ask you. 
From 1v hat d i rection did that sound 
come ? Stretch forth your hand and in
dicate it." 

The girl  pond ered with uo\ved bead. 
" 1 do not kncl\v , "  she said at last. 

" The report o f  the pet a rei seemed to sur
round us ; to come from every d irect ion. 
A l l  that I can be sure of is that we have 
n ot traveled so far from the convent as I 
had supposed." 

Card i l l ac growled h is disapproval of 
th i s i nconclusive answer. 

" If you did not scatter your wi ts i n  
t a lk," h e  sa id ,  " hut kept them about you , 
th ere m i gh t  be some p l easure in your 
company ancl som e assistance in your sug
ge�t ion:-:." 

:\ f arie rai :'.ecl her ch in hau ghti l y. 
" As you have not spoken a word since 

m :  ldt the convent, perhaps you will  be 
so condescencling as to point out the di
rcct iun from 1vh i ch the sound came, ' '  

Card i l l ac gazed around h im hclple:;sl y, 
quite pa lpabl y nonp lused. 

' '  I f  I could do that ," he said, " I 
shou ld not have needed to ask you . " 

" To :1sk me 1vas perfectly proper, mon
sit'ur, hut not to censure m e  because I am 
un ahl L· to do 1vhat you yourseH cannot 
accom j ll i s h . "  

" True. t rue, :\ f a r i c .  Y o u  arc in  the 
r i gh t ,  ;1nd I beg your pardon. You do 
h i t  the m a r k  som e t i m es." 

The only repl y  fwm t h e  o ffended g irl 
was ;1 u m t cm ptuous s n i ff. h "ad held very 
l1igh i n  the air. 

" 1 t i .s <Lran�c. ' '  mut tered Carel i l iac 
" that su l < lUd a 

·-
ruar in  th(� forest a t  n i crh� ,., 

should give such l i tt l e indiL·a t ion of direc
tion. I suppose a true woodman could 
n o t  onl y po int tn\Y:ud t h e  spot,  but m i gh t 



()!)0 
, .. , i i : : utc t h e  d i -;t:r rwc ; r .; 1rd l .  I .;L't'lll t u 
he a n: n· f , ," J  o : f  1 ln: fo rt·:< t . "  

.\ l o n g ,  dt·t·p s i � l t  ,·anH: [ r"rn :\l ar ie .  
" A t la :< t ,  a t  l ast � " she ll1tll'l1ltt retl. 

" I  I u w  dcn· r h· \'O\l dass \'O\ lrse l f . "  
,\ t t h i s  m:,n ;t•nt st >m e.t h i ng en.�agcr l  

C' a r d i i L.w ' .-; a t kn t i u n .  catt-; i n,:.; h i m t o  
i .:.;non: t il t· UllL'!Hn p l i mt· u t :t r y  i n t i m a t ion .  
a nd gin: u t t c rann: t o  a n 1· o f astlln i · d l 
n1l'nt:· " Look. l o o k .  :\ I  �r r i t· :· ' ' lw " h nu t ed . 
" T he\' han: s<:t t i l e  ronn·nt  on l ire : :-\c·e 
t hl· rect l i gh t  t i J !' I >\lgh t he ( !'LTS : . . 

" O h. ,�: i :<t' a t td  �· '\t'l' l l e n t  gu i de.  \\ ' l u t  
\'1>\l �l'l' is  m e rc·h· a s ign t ha t r nm i n  
; .harge o r  a l tn1:1t i < · .  That.  '" ''"·"it'lrr. i.; 
t h e  red ::� rul r i s i t t g lll < H l l l .  I h a n: 11·a tched 
it f rom our t·a .-; tn r l  ll' i nd o 11· t h e:'l' t h n·e 
n i _g h t..; pa-;t .  ' Ti .; Lu n a . , · o m c· tu l ook 
:1 ftvr  h�r 0 11' 1 1 ,  Jll <! llsil ' lo·.

" 

" Th l' n  inclc·t•cl i ,; ,;ht· ll'l' konH·.  fur she  
i-;  a t  l ea .; t a beau t i fu l  brly  of  s i l cn , ·t' . S h e  
g in·s t b  the e a s t ,  :\ L! r i t· I l u l ' kt lll l ' " · :uHI 
i f  you r gu id e i s  m u d d l c - lwaded. ours ,,· i l l  
,; h " ". u s  u n t:rr i 1 1 p;h· on our 1Ya 1· . "  

" I d o u b t  t h ::; i . ·  ;n o n .,·i, · l!r . . \\'hen t h e  
moon ri:<es a l i t t l e  h i ghn t h l' rays c a 1 1 1 1 o t  
ncnetrate t h e  fol i a ge ahon· t l:' .  <1 nd ll'l' 
�� i l l  sink into d a rk ;Ic.;s a ga i n . "  

" Nonsen�e. � [ ;Jr iL· ; t h
e
e forest be<·<une 

l i :,;h tL·r e\'L' I l  k· fon· t l r c  mu"n a p pearvd 
a LHJVC t h t' h orizon."  

" H ush. ' '  IYh i-;pcn· d  t he girl.  " L isten : 
\\ . ha t 11·:ts t h <l t ? "  

I t  ncc·ded . no n t·l ·rulll ,l l l < 't'r l o  rat h l l l l l  
t he r·ausv o f  her a l a rm . for t h l' \. heard 
apprn::w h i n g  the s l o 11·, measu red t read o f  
a m a n .  not tru1·e l i t tg t h rou gh t h e  fore,; t .  

h u t  pac i n �  a h<1rd. h i g h  road . a nd f r n n 1  
the  ea't ra m o_· t h t• d istant . �uhdul'd l ' l a t \ \'1' 
of hor-;es' fel. 't , a lso tl tHI ! luhtcd l v  l l \ 1  t i Lt: 
same t lwrough farc .  C a rd i l l ; w

. 
gra :<pt·d 

h e r  hv t he 1nist .  but on t l l i � n<.' ! 'as i m r  h i s 
t ou , ,h· 11'::1:; gen t l t- .  

" N ow, by the  l c:acl i ma�c t kt t  I ." n i ,;  
X I  worshiped," h e  sa id i n  a l < m  1·oin·. 
" 1\'C h an: ('Otll C \Y i th i n a f e ll' yards o f  
hlu ncl l'r i l l,i.; upon t h e  patro l l ed · n a t io na l 
road. \\ 'c 'I'L· 1\·andcn:d lou f a r  S I ) U t h .  
l l o n o t  l > rl:' a t ht: 'l \':ord. :\ f :L r it·. I l w g  o f  
\'!llt . ' '  
· The gir l  shook h is hand i 1 npal iL 'nt l y  
From h e r  IITi ,; t ,  a n d  ,;a t  dmY n  upon hl'r 
�addle. ll' i t h  her ha l 'k  a ga i n st l h L' t n·e. 
The horse. lying fu l l  l �ngth upon t h e  
grou nd , r't i st:d i h  h ead a n d  i ndined for
II.:Hrl i t s  e:t rs.  C a n l i l lac sank do\\'11 bc:
s i d t· i t .  ! ' :·t t t <:d i t,; nc·, ·k .  ran h is h ;1 ncl <l l l)ng 

i t ,; fo rehead.  a nd l l l l i i.Z kd it  so that it  
, ·ou ld not  ll' h i n ll\ ' .  

The approa c h i n g  tnan 11·a,; ll' h ist l i n g  
t i Le  ! Jars o r  a d r i n k i n g song. \\'hen,  as 
l ' :Jrd i l l a c  es t i m a l < · < l .  l i t� 11·as a dozen vards 
d ist �1 n t .  ll'h i s t l i ng :1 1 1 c l  t ramp in g c�ascd. 
t l !nc ll'as a r a t t l e  of a muskctoon.  a n d  its 
l >t t l t  for a momen t touched the ro::�d's  s u r 
i':l t 'l' .  The p at rol \Yas m a k i n g  ready for 
t i L e  rap i d l y  near i ng horsemen. Ca rd i i 
Ll • · ' ,;  o \\'n horse made a sl ight  e ffort t < >  
1 1 1 1 1 \'e, hut  t h e  l'n u n g  ma n leaned Ol'\'r 

u p o 1 1  h im .  and fa i d  l; is chel'k a ga i lbt  t i L L' 
horse' s head . and 11·h i s p c rcd i n  i ts ca r .  
Till' horse �uh,;ided 1•: i t h  a � i g h  o f  con
l t· n t . Ti l<' n·d mnPn lwd c l i ml>!'d a tn'L'. 
T I L t· gi r l . l t: a n i n g  ha< · k .  �t'c lnt:d ::�s leep.  

( ' I I:\ PTE R X \ ' .  

" l-IALT, mcssit'ltrs .
' \\ ' hu goes there ! "  

The t \\·o l wrsemc· n  i n s t::� n t l v  
pu l l l'd up <1 t t h e  c h a l lenge .  

-

" F r i e l ld:'. - - t 'll l t l t.' t l lt  a l h \\Tr. 
" :\ d1·<1ncl'. f r iend�. and g i lT t he \\'ord." 
" The word for t h e  n i gh t is ' :\[on-

l o i n· . ' " 
. \,ga i n  t h e  l n1 t t  p f  t h e  n l n:'kl' tonn came 

l < >  t I LL' g ron n d .  
. .  1 1: ! .;,;, :\ l o n t < l i n·. · ·  �a i e l t h e  p:t l ro l .  
, ,  ! I o \1· L i r  1\'l' S l \\ 'ard dOL'S your ut:at 

. . , \ l > ! l u t  ha l t' a ie :J gut:. llt OII < I t'ltr. 
" I I o \\· l o n g  l L :tiT you he en 0 1 1  dut \' ? "  
" :-\ i nn: com p l i n , 11/li ll.l'iotr. " · 
' · H as a ny lw rsl' t l l : !n p:hsed you on t h e  

\\';11' t o  I )  lo i s > " 
" X ot one. lll tlllsl>llr. · ·  
" \'pu i L :I \'t• "<' < ' I t  not h i n g  o f  : 1  �·ntn l g  

; n a n  r: t t h n  ga i l y c.l re,;.;ed : a gcntkman 
11· i r h a s11·ord I >�· his side. s l i ght mustache.  
fr"m T II' C' I l t \· t o  t ll'en t �· · t ll'o vears of 
; l .� l' ? , . 

" X n.  Jl! O II.rir · !tr. " 

" Th:t n k  1·n u .  s, l ! c.J i cr.  11·r 11· i l l  not tlc
t :l i 1 1  l'!>ll any l onger ."  

T h e  H"l id  footsteps rl' t rcatcd t o 11· a rd 
I i L L' t•a,; t .  

' ' I t h i nk I ,;h a' n ' t  gn a n y  f;t rt h cr 11· i t l t  
1·ou, Fra ll(;oi,; .  \'on I ta  n· a c l ( 'a  r rnad i n  
f r n n t  o f  you.  a c h a rm i n g  n ight  a roun d 
V< Jl l .  an d <1 fu l l  moon at \'ou r hack. I ' l l  
;.c t t: rn  t o  Beaugt•nq·, a t H

-
1 i f  thc:re's an1· 

n e ll's. a I'Otlr ier  sh;; l l  hc- ;;cn t to you :it 
l l l " i " .  H u t  I : 1 t n  su n· \'OU a re q u i lt.' 
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Fr<mg i n  th i nk i n g h e  wou ld make for 
1 \ lois. T hat \HH.I Id be a fool's t ri ck, and 
Cardillac's n o fool .  a,; i., sbo 1n1 bv h is 
t reatment o f  Li eu t enan t  de Fuur.· i and 
at the ment i on of t l l i ,;  name, both men 
bugb ed h eart i ly . 

" I  \dsh I had ,;t·cn t h e: Y ' 'ung dc·,· i l ! "  
nietl the 1 1 1an cal l t:d Fran<,' < l is .  " Then I 
, ! lO u l d  he bet ter abk t u  <ksc r ihe h i m .  
The vny f a c t  t h a t  y o u  are a l l  convinced 
h e: will  make for Pa r is , and the chance 
t ha t  he knows th is, i n d ines me to t h i nk 
he w i l l  be tryin g eithe r  B l ois  or :tvlont
richard, w here he said he w:b go i ng. I 
bel ieve that i f  he'd o n ce got t i ll:  l ady, he 
\Hlu lcl h a n: made off \vi t h  her sume\vhere 
else." 

" You forget, Fran<;ois .  t h a t  be bad de
manded ami obta i ned a!l e :;curt uf four 
o f  our men . ' ' 

" That's no m atter, 1 ' o l .  T h e  four 
lllt.:n would have been under his com
mand, and ha l f way to '\] , ,nt rich ard, he 
m i gh t h ave d ismis,;ed t lwm , a nd struck 
off for (.i-ascony with t he g i r l .  You sure
ly don' t swal low that  fath er story, Pol ? 
\\'hv, no father i n  France is sue]; a fool 
as to sene! a gay young spark a ft er a 
raving beaut y l ike There,;e. ' '  

1 n t h e  darkness C a rd i  ! lac s a  1\· that 
i\I arie Duchamps had aband oned her re
cl i n i n g  att i tude, and was s itt i ng up nry 
s tra i gh t , l i,.; ten i n g intently.  l I e c o u l d  not 
-;ce her fe:1 t u res, but at t imes her eves 
seemed to Hash in the darknc,;s l ike a p·a ir 
of sparkl in g  d iamonds, a nd < J n< ·c or t 1Yice 
during the conversat ion a qu i n·ri ng gasp 
i n d icated a r ising anger, u n t i l  Card i l lac 
feared the impubin� crea ture would speak 
I l\l t .  

· · l ' e  careful ," 
noth i n g  t o  you . 
mad,. 111 oisl'/1,·. ·· ' 

he \Yh i ,;percd . " f t i s  
They a r e  spe:1k i ng of 

" I t e l l  you,  Pol,  i t ' s  a Jon� stnry. 1Illc. 
Thereo<e and t h is young ga l l a n t have met 
l !dorc. l 'vc seen the gi r l in Paris, an d, 
upon 111\' " ord. Pol ,  I sym pat hize w i t h  
young ('a:·d i l bc,  t hat  h e  s h o u l d  risl� h i s  
neck on "' clangerotb but  c ldi ghtful  a n  
enterpr ise . \\" hy. you people at Bcau
gcncy are as  rredu l uus as s<·lwol hoys. You 
are well l e(l bv a stick l ike Lieutenant de 
Four. To cr�cl it for a moment that the 
stern ole! Due de :\ [ on t rcu i l  should a l l ow 
h i s  daughter to go clashing across the 
country at m i dn i ght w it h  this  young fel
low, wh o knows a l l  the v i l lain ies of Par i s,  

from the slum,; to the court,  �m el i s  evi
den t ly the very de,· i l among women-" 

Card i l l �ll· s�1 t up \Y i th a muttered oa l l1 , 
and now t h e  g i r l  · l eaned fonYarcl to h i m ,  
point i ng to h i,; horse, "· h ich,  too, c\·i
dcnt ly "·i,;hed t o  greet the an ima l s o f  
\\·hose n<' ighlmrlwod i t  \va,; a \1·are. Tile 
young man rcr l i 1 1 cd upon the prone lHm;e 
j ust in  t imv.  ,:ouLb i ng i t  to a con t inuance 
of ib q u i e t u de. 

" O h ,  no, my son, this  graduate frum 
the court of Venw; in Pa ri s isn't taki n g  
m idn i gh t t r ips w it h  a charm ing girl 
si mp ly to pkase the o l d  m an . I Ic is 
equa l ly aga i nst k i n  g. and fat  lwr, and 
abbess. and I ' 1 1  \\·ager my s1vurd that i f  
Carcl i l lac h a s  g o t  out of tl1at com·cn t , 
;mel is onn� more i n  h i s  sacllllc, she is 
rid i ng behind h im, ri gh t gl ad to bold 
hersel f  t here, with her ann around his 
waist, and a sweet kbs passed over h i s  
o;]wu lcl <:_· no\\· a n d  t hen , as a n  instalment 
on acct unt  o f  r�1 p t urcs that arc t o come 
l�ter ."  

" O h ,  t h e  hmte � 011, the brute : "  
muttered the gi rl , c l e nch i n g her l i t t l e  
fists in rage. 

" H ush. hush, lmsh : "  p l eaded Car
d i l lac.  " C l ose your cars, and don't 
l i sten , you s i l l y  l i ttle  j ade, but i n  any 
case keep q u iet.  l t has n oth in g to dn 
w i th you, and I never sa \v madoll oi.l"d!,· 
in my 1 if c. I am the person t hey a rc 
danclerin g, su keep quiet ! " 

She l eaned back a gainst the t ree, a nd 
put h er hands up to her car ,;, but t ha t 
seemed i neffect ive, fur thcv came do ll' l l  
wry sh ort l y aLter. 

-

" You are romanci n g. Fraw:;"is, and I 
ha\'e no doubt at a l l  but tbat Ca rdi l l ac is  
s t i l l  \\"i th i n t b e  \v al l s o f  the convent.  
Your imagi na t i on run:; a 1Yay with you, or 
p erhaps you cl id not  kno1v that jmt before 
we l e f t  BcaugetKy, fu rther i n format i o n  
b a d com<: from C h£ttcauclun th at settles 
the quest ion . A nother messenger from 
Pari,; came ruund by the road , and \\"C 
l earned that C1rcl i l lac ami the Due de 
:\Iontrcu i l  k f t  Paris i n  a c·a rri a gc to
ge ther ; that  C ard i l lac himsel f \\ as on the 
most i n t i ma te term,; \l i th t hL· duke, and 
the cro,;s -c"a :n i nation of t h e duke's O l\"11 
scrYan t>:, n u 1v itnp!·i .,;u necl i n  Paris, has 
ren�!led that the duke sho\\·ccl the u tm ost 
friencl l inc,;s to ll"cl!'ds Carcl i l l ac , ancl fur
n bhcd l 1 im w i t h moncv and hm:se tu carry 
o u t  tl 1c p roj c::t. · · 
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" I  imagi t t e  t ha t ,;omet h i n g  Yery defi
n i t e  i s  goi ng to he clone by t he queen 's  
pa rt i za t �s. a nd that  t he duke· 1vi l l  take any 
r i ,;k,  n o  matter how dc,; pcra te, to get his 
d a ugh ter out o f  the  ha nds of the enemv. 
a nd' i nto hi,; own. be fore hosti l i t ies hre�{k 
ou t . There i,; nu d(\uht t hat her fa t hn 
tn: ,; t,; C a rd i l lac c·omph:tely. and.  indet·d. 
frum the a i r  o f  t h e  youn g man a,; I ,;a 11· 
h i m .  that  t nbt i ,; n o t  m i,;pJa , ·cd . Car
di l lac i ,;  a gen t leman . and he i s too n�
cent h· from .. ( ; a ,;con 1· to ha n: been vet 
conL{m inated h1· l'�ll'i,;. The Due .de 
l\ [ontrcuil must

· 
hal' l' had ,;omc s t r i k i n g  

test imonv in f ai'<Jr o f  h i ,;  honest \·. a n d  i f  i t  
had n ' t b;en for t h a t  old abbes< C a rd i l l �11 ·  
IYnuld han• m�Hk o ff 1v i t h the girl.  and 
at thi,; moment  II'Otl l cl ha1·e been some
wlll're hctll·een hen.: and \ ! ontr ichard.  I t  

i ,;  a bo knmv n  t hat Card i l l ac and '\ !  ! l e . de 
:Montreu il  h an.: lll'\Tr met : , ;o you see. 

my dear Fraw;o i ,; . you must turn your 
romanc ing in anot her d i rect ion . "  

" You t h i n k  lw i,; s t i l l  i n  the conn�nt ,  
then ? " 

" Yes, I d u . "  
" D on' t th ey know b y  t h i ,;  t i me whether 

he i s  or not ? " 
" I  don ' t  t h i n k  t hey' l l  know anyth ing 

definite unt i l  to-mor rt>IL \ ' uu see. her 
ancient royal h ighness. the abbess. i s  
dr il·i ng poor De Four to h i s  ll' ih' end. 
rk Four \Yi slled h e r  to take refuge for 
t he night i n  the vi l l age. but slll' absolutc
lr  re fused to l >udc:c�. I t  1;-a,; she ll'ho 
<;rderecl the b lo iY i t; g  in o f  t he convent 
door. and he coul d  hard] �· get her far 
enough a \Yay to be out o f  da nger from 
the exp l os ion . 

" The moment t h e  11 0od 1\'a,; rent . and 
the masonry crumbled do\\' 1 1 ,  she ma rched 
in onr the smok i n g  debris. l i ke a con
queror entering a cap t ured t ow n .  and she 
1vnul cl not l et De Four or a n 1· of h i s men 
come in to prosecute the sea.rch . She is 
going to ha1·e every nook and corner of 
t he com·ent e x a m i ned, and IY i l l  hersel f  
take C a rd i l lac.  a n d  man·h h i m  t h rou gh 

the breach to th e rustoch· o f h is e xenll inn
er,; .  I t  seems . i n  he r pi·csL'nt temper. she 
i s  l ike to han g the poor young m a n  frnm 
the  iron IH>rk a bon· t h e  11·c l ! . " 

" I suppose. Pul.  that  whatever hap
pens, C ardi l l ac is doomed . I [ he re
m a i ns inside the cmwent, he b l l,.; i nto the 
hamb of the abbess. and i f  he w ins his 
ll'a\· outside. h e  is  sure to he taken h v  the 

m i l i ta n·. I f  [ 11·ere confronted bv· such 
a ltemai in·,;, I ' d  surrender to the �o lcl ier,; 
rather than to t ha t sini,;ter old woman . 
I 'd t hen he sure o f  a qu ick a n d  easy dea t h .  
h u t  I su,;pc!'t h e r  roya l  h i ghness o f  keep
ing a p r i1·a tc tort u re cham ber . " 

" \·e�. and I ' l l  11 a rra n t 1·uu she wou ld 
enjoy putt ing it to w;c .  · Hy t h e  11·ay. 
F ra iH;ois, did you e1Tr hea r the l egend. 
w hich i s quite in your romantic l ine. that 
i n  t he davs of her vou t h  t h i :; ladv was a 
favmi t e  ��· i t h  the l;t e  k i ng ? " 

-

" O h .  F.'S, cn·n· one kno11·s that  storv. 

�mel i t  11·�;s the ficklem•,;,; of H enri  I \' th;t  
turned her toward a religious l i fe, and 
a .c: a i t l s t  a l l  m a n k i n d . "  

" To l o o k  a t  h er nn 11·. a n 1· l uYe s t o n· 
,;eems i nned i b le . E 1·cn you · would fi n�! 
i t  impo,;.;ible to weave a romance around 
her gaunt form . "  

' '  Oh,  [ am not so sure of tha t .  \\'h e n  
s h e  \Yas a young g i r l . I c a n  i mag i ne h e r  
n r y  t a l l and d i g n ified ; yes. a n d  1 wou l d 
not "�'car hut she ma v han been beau
t i fu l .  i\ t a m· rate.  H �n ri I V  11·as a con·  
n oisseur . a nd. lw n·rt a i n l v  succumhcd t o  
her charms. I t  i,; not fo� mere amateurs 
l i ke u,; t o  quest ion t he decision o f  t h e  

great a nd amorow; king. Carcl i l lac i s  
,;a i d  t o  resembl e h i m  somewhat,  but is  
much h a nd,;omer than ever H enr i was.  
One might i magi ne that  t h e  old woman. 
see i ng t hi,;  re,;cmblancc,  wou l d  be ! 11 -
d i ned toward mercy." 

" \'e,;. o r  the rc\·e r,;e . i f  in the pa,;t t h e 
k i n g  desert ed he r. " 

" True, t rue. A woman i ,; l ike a ca t : 
n>u do not know w hich wav she w i l l  )ump. \\' h a t L·1·er her fo rmer l�n:e-dream,; 
ma1· hal'l' been. I fancy poor Card i l la< ·  
ha,;  l i t t l e  mercy to e xpect from t hat quar· 
t er .  :\' "· IW 11· t hat 1·ou ha1·e told me 
t l l 3 t  h e  and Th�rese ;le 'l fontrcuil neycr 
met. I -:ec· anot h e-r \ ' 1' 1 • ) 1 1  end i ng 1 1 1  
t ra gedy . "  

· · O u t  ll' i t l ! i t. Fra n<;oi,; ."  
" \\'e l l .  here lYe han Card i l l ac . fre�h. 

a s  I han.: sa id,  from t he [ol l i e,; and frivo l 
i t ies o f  Paris : a vouth \Yho h a s  a l read1· 
gone t he p;1ce ; ; cyn ic about ll'omeri .  
nt'd i t i ng none o f  them IYith any good ." 

Card il lac.  in h i ,; ,;tra ined po-; i ti o n . 
moved uneasi l y. mu tt er i ng fierce impre
rations under h i,; brea t h .  \Iarie,  who 
had been regard ing h i m i ntent l y, held u p  
h e r  h a n d  i n  warn inc:. Francois went 
dream i l y nn 1d t h  h is �ecital .  

' 



" :\ nd l l e rc ,  not ' IITnty- four lwnr� d i 
n m ·cd frnm the boudoir o f  h is gay 
Par isian donc� i.rd/,· .  h e  r1 nds hinw: l f  a 
pri�oner in the strong courtyar d of t he 
runvent.  I nstead o f  11·arm, soft, l ovi ng 
arms about his  neck, he is cnv ironed by 
t he death-cole! em brace of :'.lone  IYal ls . 1 [ 
he cann ot u n c l a s p  t h i s  fat o.l  gr i p, t h e  re
m a i n der of h i s  l i fe i s  1 11l'chll l'l'cl bv min
utes, rather than bv h ours . I l c  s�arches 
hurr ied l y, hut in v;l i n , fur an nit,  and at  
last is interrupted by the f ootsteps or t lw 
nuns emer g i n g  from the chape l . He 
hides h imsel f i n  a cel l .  Pi • · t:ure it, my 
dear Pol , and compa re i t  '' i th  the lux
u r ious, ori.:nt-sccnted bo 11- er he has so 
lately left. 

" H ere are bare wal ls, and a flag pave
ment i nst�:acl o f  a tloor . There stands th e 
narrow bed, w ith i t o  clean but com mon 
coverlet, and at its head an i ron crucili x, 
black again;' t  the whitewashed stone. Car
d i l i Jc hears �; l ow foots teps i n  the pas;.;age 
outside, and �prings to the wall ,  standi ng 
with his back c losely plastered Jga i n�t it, 
in �uch a po�ition th at when the door 
opens it  will for the moment conceal 
him. The door does open, and t h ere 
en ter:< a nun, per hap:; t 11·enty year� ol d, 
whose pale  beauty the wh ite band on her 
forehead cannot concea l , bu t rather seems 
to enh Jnc e. She b of noble familv. other
wise she hacl not been th ere. and . I fancy 
h er imm ured in t h i �  conYent, not from 
choice, not from re l i gious cnthmiasm . but 
for :;ome reason k nmYn on l v t o  her ow n 
fam i l y : a gir l , l et u,; say, �Y h o  h a s  seen 
not h i ng o f  the world ; one devo ted from 
her birth t o  the conventual life. 

" Cardi llac closes the rlnor. �md p laces 
h is hack aga inst it. :-;1 1  . .  L111'll·< <I ':ague 
terror in her appea l i n g  eyes, 11 ll i le her 
open h a n d  is l a i r! upon her pa l p i t a ti n g 
heart. They l ook o.t each other, a few 
steps apJrt , neither :;pea k i ng.  The con
t rast bct11·ecn the l iYO is a ,; great a,;  the 
contrast bctwcen t h e  c e l l  ancl  the  boudoir 
i n  Paris, for lwr somber.  badl y-rut gar
ment rt >ver,; J gcnt lc h eart t h a t  ha:; nc1·er 
harbored a wrong thought .  His gaudy, 
gol d - laced costume of silk :�ml vel vet, 
,;carlet and bl ue, conceal s  a soul cankered 
with corru ntion. "  

· · . 1/ill<' ' di,rM<".r . '  · · gro:l l lc l l  t lw rcJ l 
C ardill ac in the w uocl . 

" \\'hat IYaS that ? r thought I heard 
some one speak ? " cric:cl Franc;ois.  
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" No, n o , "  rep l i ed .l 'o l ,  ' · i t  JS  your O l\' 1 \  
vi1 · id imagin;: t ion. l ; o  on 11· i th your 
story ; you m:> ke me l >el ine t h i �  thing 
actua l l y h appened . \\'hat  hct:omcs of 
n >ur devi l and n>U r  :;a i nt ? "  . 

' ' A l l  sem·.e - o f  h i s r r i t icJl  p o, J t l t >n  
1 · a n ishcs f rom thL' m i nd uf t he young man. 
I i l'n.' before him i s  son1l:t h ing a l l  Paris  
<.· a n nut supp l y . This fair llu1v cr of 
'anctity seems to h im nwn.� precious than 
; :  l l  the rest of l hc wor !d.  I I ::r sweet , re
fi ned, wi,;tfu I lace ma ke·,; Paris s.:cm ta IY

d ry and valueless. /\s fur t h e  young 
1roman, some latent  instinct t el ls her t hat 
here stands, nmccntrated in one man, the 
w ickedness o f  the earth, a m\ this  dis
quieting k nml' l edge at once repels  and 
fasci nate:; l il'r. Can it  be possib l e  t h a t  
�:v i !  ,;hou l d wear :; u  grac i ous a n  exterior, 
a nd wlwt is  th i s ;;(range, subt le, h i th erto, 
undreamt-of i ntluence 11·hich ;.;urrounds 
hc·r ; a n i n fl uence t hat  n u l l i fi c·s dutv, and 
prevent:; the outrry 11· h irh sh e kno�vs she 
should ra ise ? 

" A  term of endea rment bursts from 
Card i l lac's l ips ; he str ides for ward tu
ward her with arms ouhtrctched. She 
d oc� not retreat. Tho�e sympathetic eyes 
arc li l led with ::1 sorro \\' that d aun ts h im . 
Slow l y  �he r a ise,; to h er l ips the l i t t le  
wooden cruciJi x that h �mg,; from her g i r
d le . \\'hen she speaks, h er Yoice rem i nds 
h i m  o f  t ill' soft ll'h i ,;pcr of a me l low 
organ at vesper�. 

" ' Pl ca.c:e ! ' she say�. a n cl t l i L·n,  ' I am 
saf e i

.
n your courte:;y an cl chiv::J!ry, Jll t!ll

slt'llr.  
" Ca rd i l lar':;  �ll'ms d rop h c l p l r,;s to h i s  

�ide. l-I e step� b�H·k .�o h i s  former po�i
tlun aga 1nst the door. 

'' < )h. " m uttered P o l ,  in an.·r 1 1 t�  o f  cl is
J ppointment .  " H t.: is n ot so black as 
you han p a i nt ed h i m ,  t h en ? " 

" N o, t h l'rc is guod i n  the la c! . H e  is 
at lwart :1 C h ri st i a n. a n d  t h e  embl em o f  
h is f a i t h  held  thu,; �d o ft rL·minds h i m of 
h i s  Oll' n ] 't :r i l .  l i e hrcab forth into scl f
� � · ·cus�t t i o n ,  a ncl l'l l trcatic:; for par don . I J c  
te l ls the st , >ry t o  t lw l i st en in g 1 1 1 1 11,  and 
sees a fi l m  o f  pity oh;;rure the h1stcr of  
those en trancing eyes. Their col l oquy is 
rent asundn hy :1 shattering explosion 
t h :� t  m a k e  . .; the verv 11·a l ls l n:mll le ."  

" i\ h .  halt  there.  Fr,uH;o i:;, ynu arc for
gL·ttin;..: . I t  1vas l on g a ft er dark the ex
p l os io n took p Ltc·c, and Canl i l l ac coul d  
not l1<we seen t h ose fa;; c i n at i n g  eyes." 
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" That'� 1 1 0  matter, PoL and merel y an ib le  as a \Yooclen � t a t ue. and as h e l p 

impertinent interrupt ion o n  you r  p art . l l ess. ""ith a Yehement pus h of her t ii"U 
d i d  not th ink it nccessan· to descri be t he s i ne11·y hands . th e  abbess i mpeb t he 
descend i n g of n i gh t . The exp l os ion h ::t s  brea t h i n g m u m m ies 11· it h a crash tu t he 
ca used a commotion i n  the con\"Cnt .  floor. She dra11 s  the  door shut, and 

" ' I s t hen: a secret pass::t gc to t h e  sencb for the m asons, 11h o  a rc already at 
forest ? '  cried Carcl i l lac.  ll"ork by t o n · h l i g h t  repa i r i ng the breach 

" ' I k now o f  none.'  rep l i es t he gi r l . �H the cum·ent <� I l trance.  There , umkr 
" The search for t h e young man has t h e  stern persona l cmnmand of t he 

begun u nder t h e  dom inance of th e abbess. a bbess, t h e  masoth 11 i t h ,;tone and mortar 
" ' Stand he h i nd the door : i t is Y< >ll r  ,;eal  the doon1·ay. and p l aster oyer t he i r 

onlv chance.'  sa1·s t h e  nun. and Carcfi l l a• ·  IH>rk u n t i l  i t  t a ke . .; on a semb l ance of the 
obe)·s. The nu i1 h erse l f  occupies a pos i - • ·urr idor 11 a l l .  \\ " hen the p lastering i s 
t ion on t h e  t h resh ol d . dry. t here is p a i n ted o i i  it in b l ack let te rs : 

" ' H ave you seen :1 man 11· i t l l i n  t lH: · . 1 / ,7 /i pri11o'j>ii ma!tt.,· ji11is . "  

com·cnt pre:· i nch ? '  dem a nds t he ahhe.;s. ' · T h i rt y  year,; l a ter . 11· hen the cel l i s  
" The you n g  n un 's hL·ad i ,;  hmn: d .  ! J rukcn open.  during some conn:nt repa i rs. 
" ' No,'  she rep l ies . t \YO skele tons are foun d  upon t h e  floor. ' '  
" Fo r  one lon g moment t he penetra t i ng " O h. ! .ord ! "  nied P o l ,  " l  am glad I 

gaze of t h e ahhL''" is upon h er. t hen hn l ta\·c but t o  gq a short  lea gue to the l ights 
wrist is se i zed . a n d  she is j crkt·d out i n t o  a nd sounrb o r  lkaugenc�·. \\" h a t  I need a t  
t he h al l . The ahhess en ters.  �tml hdorc t he mome n t  i s  a j o,· i a l  nL·\1· i n a w i ne

Card i l lac can ,.,·en makl· a mo t ion m ,;hop. a l arge. fu l l. tlagon in my h and. l 
d ra w  his  swurd . her i ron talons a rc sunk shal l dream of t ha t story. \\'hat would 
in his neck, and h e  i s  p ressed. brea t h l ess, \·on do.  Franr;oi ,;. i [  to - n ight on your 
aga i nst the 11·al l .  wh i l e the elrkr n u tb imtrnn· to B lo i s  ron encountered De 
rush i n  tO t h e a i d  o f  their  ch icfta iness. l 'ard i l J a c  and 1//tltfi ' I// Oi.r!'//, · l " 

" I n less t h a n fi 1·c m i nutes Ca rcl i l lac " I  should g lance in every direc t ion to 
is t ied stiff and h e l p less : the t rembl i ng .;ee t h at IW om� was looking, and then f 
young n u n  is dragged i n ,  a n d  the  two should h e l p  t lwm to escape." 
are p l aced hack to hack . and t he�· are · '  :-;o \Hnt ld f .  by St.  Peter'� ke1·,; : 
t ied rigit l ly t oget her I ike a double- faced . \ d int. Franc;oi ,; ."  
mummy. They st and there a s  i n tle:-; - . . . \d ieu.  Pol . "  

( T o b e  c o n t i n u e d . )  

A \\" 1:\' T E R  1'\ ! C l! T . 

\\. i i l l l l l  r. 11· h i t e ca n ! t a nd stark bou gh s hare. 
\\" h idt 1r eary crea k a n d  s i g h .  

l\ b i t i ng a i r, keen st ars t h a t  tla n� 
From out a h an!. black sky. 

The crunch o f  h urry ing steps that haste, 
J : y  wollish fangs p ur sued.  

Streams steel-encased. a lea l a i d  1 1  astc. 
I h· • ·o ld and storm subdued . 

\\" i t h i n .  a nac k l i ng ii re. \Yh ich smg.; 
I ts ruddy song oi ch eer. 

A book 1r h ich hr i ngs on t i rl'less 1ring,.; 
Far lotus - l a  nels a near.  

A d ish o f  apples ; a nd aho\·e 
A dark-dispel l i n g  l igh t-

Tiw gh> 11· thereo f on one we lm·e. 
( ;od bl ess a 1r i nt er n ight : 



T H E  V I C A R ' S  W I F E . 

B Y  I .  A .  R .  W Y L I E . 

A S H O R T  S T O R Y .  

" HE�X�s�" t:1;� ��;�:. �.���� 
midge in tones of ind i g
nation, ' · and sars as ' o w  
the gentry a nd haristoc
racy is h a ! IYays a t rcad in '  

0 1 1  us meek and 'umblc .  Hut I says
and I said i t  to 1\Irs. J ones th is  very 
mornin'-I says i t ' s  a d o \Ynr i gh t pl'ram bu
l a tion, as your 'usband said in ' is last ser
ll)(lll, Mrs. Vicar." 

" Prevarication. perhaps was the word. 
M rs. Gumm idge, " said the l i t t le l ady by 
the fire, raising a w hite hand to her fore 
head with a gesture of fat igue . M rs. 
(iummidgc nodded violent ly, so t ha t t lw 
bonnet with the bedraggled o-;t r i c h  fu t h 
l:f assumed a more than usua I I )' al ar m i ng 
angle over one car. 

" May be, I\frs. Vicar, may be. Them 
words i n  ' ation ' is that m uddl i n' there's 
only one I'm sure o f-and t h a t  ain' t  
either 'ere nor th ere . as t he sa yin' goes. 
What I mean i,;, t h at i t ' s  a downr ight 
thumpin' l ie ! " She snapped l1er l i p,; 
together and looked defi ant l y round the 
room as though in search o( som e o ne to 
contradict her-poss ibl y :\I rs . J ones . 

Seeing no one but her hostt;,;s, she went 
on. " I  said io :\ l r,;. T ones , I said. ' Ca l l  
t hem 'ard - ' a r t ed hmt �s.  do yer ? I t <: J l.; 
yer, if I goes to :\ [ r:.; . \' icai· to-clay and 
tel ls 'er the 'ole t ruth. 'ow T im's been 
out of work for a fortn i gh t - and dead 
drunk 'al f the t ime, and no food in the 
'ouse and t he rent owin'  t hese· ten d ays . 
I ' l l  bet my Ja-;t :; i xpenr'l' . ·  -;ay,; I. ' t h at 
l\Irs. Vicar ' ! !  up and say. ' :\ I rs.  ( ; um
m i d ge, I kno\\·-; your t rouble-;, I k nows 
, ·our sufferin's, and 'eroic struggles a ga inst 
c l i ,·ersity-'ere's the ren t and Gawel bless 
.,.,_ .r  � '  And I says to  I\Irs. Jones. "'h o  is 
a pert woman-' Say one \\'ord to t h e  
contrairy ::tnd, good churchgoer a s  [ ham. 
l ' l l gin y n  a ] , Jack eye yn \YOil ' t-·' '  

The flow o f  eloquence was here inter
rup ted by a ye l l of boredom from the 
child scall'd o n  th�: nL' '\ t  cl !::t ir .  l\I r-;.  
Gumm idge c;hook the peace-di -; turber 
and boxed both ea rs impartially.  

" ' O ld your noi-;e, Lizzie ! She t ike,; 
a itcr 'er fu t l tcr ,  :\I rs.  \' icar, hal wa 1·s m a 
k i n g  a ro ,,. and nt.> good to n� one. 
There, l ook IYI!at the good l i cly 'a,; gu1· 
yer. yer l i t t l e  Yarm i nt ! " 

E i leen ( ' a  l l tnu n. ot l lenYisc known as 
:\ I rs .  \· i ,  ar .  h ad C(ot up and produced a 
hag o f  " ''·c-c t s . The sob:.; ceased-::� large 
pepperm i n t  i >u l l "; -cyc pu tting an effec
t ive stop t ( l  f u r t h e r  ,:ou n cl-; o( cl i-;trcss. 
:\t the s a n w  t i me :\l r" .  \' icar drew out 
her purse. 

' ·  T l tnv . :\[ r,;.  Gum m idge,"  she said in 
her  t i red Yuit ·e, " I hope this  wil l  help 
you w i t h  your rent. " :\ [ rs .  Gumm idge 
got up. m ade a cu r t -;\·. and took the  co in  
into  her g r i m�· palm.  

" l\f rs. \ ' i < - a r. yn THO\'c.; m e  a n  llll p 
h o l d er u f  t h e  t r;l t h. ' rur I ,:ay:.;  to :\ [ r,;. 
J ones-' I a i n ' t  the  1\'0illan t o' go round 
a beggin' a nd a \Yh i m perin'  o\'C:r me ' a rcl 
slt ip.;. hu t :\ [ r,:. Yi , ·a r' .; a l i th . �he 
k no"·" ou r \\·ants  a fore \YC sa 1·s :1 \Yon!.  
I t ' s  'cr h instink t .  T h t'TL'. 1 : i u i e. ki,;-; 
t he' k i 1 1d l i rh· � "  

l . izz i l' p u
-
t u p  l l l' r  p a l e  a n d  pepper

m i n t y race. and :\I rs.  \' iva r  be n t  d o l\' I !  
and per iunn ec! t h e  ta.;k  requi red o f  lwr.  
H er 0 \\' 11 fa < ·l· \Ya .; q u i t e· c x pres,;iun l e.;s. 

" Be a good gir l  a nd h e lp yuur 
mot her . ' '  .; ]u� .;a i d  as  t hough she \\·en· 
,.;pce1 k i ng a furm n b .  TltL'n she opened 
the door and hade her vi.; i tors goocl-hy 
with a ,;m i l e  IY l t i c·h \\·a.; a.; automa t i c  a s  
the  rc:; t n [ her  mun·tm·nts .  

She \n'nt to the top o f  t he sta ir-;  a nd 
listened to :\ l r:.; .  c; ummiclge'.; hcan· ck
scencling step. the sound o{ a mall '.;  ·,. , l ice 
and :\[r.;. G u m m i clge\ Yoluble rep l Y. 
Then slw m:nt h:.�ck a nd closed the d < >< l r. 
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I t  was only four o'chwk i n  the after
noon, Lut a dense London fog crept 
through the crevices of the i l l-fit ting win
dow and fi l led the room \l' ith gl uum and 
smut. There was smut on the \Yhite 
tea-cloth and, for t h e  t hird t ime that day, 
E ileen Cal houn took i t  off and gave it a 
vicious shake into the fender. A ft<:r that 
she took a duster out o f  a dra\l'cr and 
careful ly removed the mud which Liz
zie's boots had ldt beh ind them. This 
done she went Lack to the fire and, pla
cing the kettle on the hob, knelt there, 
watching the play of the fi reli g h t  with  
thoughtful eyes. 

They were very pretty eyes and, 
though her dark curly h a ir was already 
streaked with gray, they had still  plenty 
of l i fe and energy in them-tlHYarted 
l ife and energy, if one m ight have judged 
from the line of b it terness around the 
mouth. She was dressed simply in black . 
There was only a ·wedding-ring on the 
white hand held out to the blaze, and 
other j ewelry she had none. Everything 
about her was shabby. and yet she did 
not look altogether shahhy. It ,,·as as 
though the spirit of a kcdfern or a 
Worth had breathed over th e cheap ma
terial of her dress and lent it an inimit
able grace and elegance. Just so was it  
with the room whose furniture bad never 
be!en beautiful, even in its youth. Still, 
there was a flo\\·cr here, a flower there, 
ancl a grace fu l ly arranged h anging, 
things which proclaimed a steaclfast 
struggle aga inst mediocrity and ugl iness. 

I I .  

T H E  door opened and a m a n  in cl erical 
dress entered. H e  was ta 11-Ycrv tall, 
but for a marked stoop, and hi; face, 
with the dark-brown eyes and finely cut 
features, was p ll'a,;an t to l ook upon. 
Olwiouslv, one \Hml d  have said. t h is man 
i�  a dreamer . H is dreams may be beau
t i fuL but tlwy wi l l  he impract icable none 
the l ess . At the prc:;cnt m oment his ex
pression was one of  �uhdm:d sadness. His  
wi fe turned from the fire and greeted him 
with a smile  half  tender, h al f unwill ing. 

" You needn't tell me what \'OU have 
been doing,"  she sa id grimly. " -1 know."  

" Know what , my clear ? " w i t h  great 
innocence . 

" You have j ust gi,·cn Y.f rs. Gummiclge 
her rent." 

" \i'el l ,  t h e  ] 'Oor \\'Oman has been hard 
put to it ,  and-'' 

" The poor woman hJs had her rent 
t\\' ice over, once from me. once from you, 
and you have been taken in aga in. Oh, 
( ;eoffrey, ( ; eot1rey : "  

He laughed, and hi:;  l aughter mat ched 
his young face ra t her thJn the premature 
gray hair. H c came on·r to the fi re and 
seated h iiW'cl f in the large cha ir, his arm 
rest ing on his  wi fe's should er . 

" You mav laugh ," she sa i d  faint l y im
pat ient , " but this fully o f  yours has made 
our to-morrow's dinner a problematic 
matter . Didn't we arrange that you 
should lean tlwsc people to me ? They 
rlesen·e their m isery, for the most part. 
They arc all  c :J cats and humbugs, and so 
arc we for pretending to love them. I 
had to k iss that Lizzie and call her a 
pret ty child.  I s  it Christian to tel l lies 
to please one's neighbor ? " 

" Hush, Eileen ! "  he interrupted quiet
ly . " \Ye must try and love them, that's 
all. And, if they are cheats and hum 
bugs, we must remember that their lot is 
a very hard one. Our bu�iness is to give 
them what they \Yant, both for body and 
soul . " 

She sa id nothing, and he bent clown 
and kissed her. " \\'hy shouldn't I give 
them \Yhat they \Yant ? "  he went on 
wh imsically. " I have everything I 
want." 

She looked up at  him with the old mix
t ure of bitterness and tc:nclerness. 

" You mean me, I suppose ? Yes, I 
am qu i te surprised that you haven 't giwn 
me a\vay \Yi t h  the rest of your goods and 
chattels hdorc now. (;eoffrcv "-dra w
ing back to sec him better. ''Dear, how 
dreadfull y  l ong your hair i:; :  I shall  cut 
it myself if you won't  spare t wopence for 
the hairdres;;er ! An d that waistcoat ! 
No sel f-respect ing man \Yould C\'Cr \Year 
such a thing : \\'ere you like that 
\Yhen I married you ? H ow could I h ave 
done it ! " H e  shook h i s  head . 

" Oh ,  no ; l \Y�b rat her a smart young 
man i n  those cb ys, especia lly when I 
began to--\YCII-think l i fe wouldn't be 
\Yorth l iving \Yitbout you. "  She leaned 
her elbow on hi,; knee and returned to her 
contemplation o f  the firelight. 

" Yes, I remember now. And I was 
the best-dressed wom an in London , so 
th ey said." He pressed her shoulder. 



" Those 1n:rc l i::;ht anJ fool i� h (tl_ys ," 
he sa id , as t hough to e .\cll�e h i m sel f and 
her. " Y ou pro1·ed 11·hat a noble heart 
heat behind t he t rumperies . ll' hen you 
gave your 11· holc fortune into my hands 
to help m e  in my 1\'0rk . There are m a n y  
who bless your na me, E ileen. a n d  t heir  
b l essings m ust m a ke you happy." 

She made no ans11·cr. The face turned 
to th e fin: 11·as not a l together the face o f  
a happy 11· oman . So t h e y  rema i ned for 
some moments, each of them ' i cep i l l  

th ough t, then ( ; eoffrey Calhoun started 
as though struck by a sudde n recol lec
t ion.  

" l\ l y  dea r. h m1· carckss o f  nw : These 
t1Yo letters were 11·a it i ng fnr you down 
sta irs. One is from :\ I rs. L a n ;.!; l y .  I 
th i nk . a n d  the other f rom a b 11·ver. 

\\ ' hat han: you t o  do IY i t h  la iY)'l'l'�. l i
.
t t l e 

II'O!llall ? " 
She caught t h e l etters from h i s  hand 

a nd .  open i n g them. began to read t hem 
by t he flickeri n g  l igh t .  She d i d  not speak. 
hut any one 11·at c: h i n g  t he ch:l l1ging fare 
wou ld ha1·c read breat h less exci tement in 
the 11· ide-open eyes <Jnd p;ntcd l i ps . 

( ; roffrev Ca l h oun sa "· n oth i ng . H e  
'"�h c·<msicl c r i n g  t he fi n:l l w i a l  d i liint l t i es 
of t he Com·a lc�cen t I l o t lle he had erect
ed wi t h his IYife's mone1·, and ll' h il-h was 
n o w  threatened w it h d�bt . H e  sa w no 
\\'ay out of th e d i tl1cu l t y-except i t  were 
closed and the neech· i nval ids sent hack 
i nto the m iser\' o f  

.
th e I .ondon st reet�. 

The t lwu;:;ht  m ;1dc h i m  k n i t  his tine hro 11·s 

i n  sudden pa i n .  
" ( ;coffrey : · · he h ea rd his  IY i fc say 

from a fa r  o fl. " ( i eoffrcy, read t h is . "  H e  
t ook the l etters from h e r  a nd read t hem , 
the fi rst, rather ab:;ent-mi udedl y, t he sec
on d  ll' i th  a n  exc i temen t a lmost equal to 
he r Oll' n .  \\'hen he· h ad ft n ished he 
l eanrd back and t he1· l ooked e:wh nther 
i n the face. h a l f  l augh ing. h a l f oYer
wh elmed. 

I I I .  

" I sx'T i t  ,;trangc-n l m ost fa te : " she 
said with he r h a nd s clasped be fore her. 
" F irst t he i n 1· i tat iun and then the nwnev 
"·hich makes i t  possible to  accept : 01;, 
( ; (·offrev, t h ink •.Yhat it :t i l  mea ns :  S i x  
thonsal{d pounds : I ncwr though t 
s h ould be l e ft so much ! I t 's a l o t  of 
money ! You cou l d get a substitute . \V e 
coulrf g•J a 11'ay-perhaps forever-from 
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a l l  t h i s  d i rt a n d  squa l,>r 1 Let me >;cc, 
f1rst liT cou ld go to Rac he l Langly's-
t hey ha i'C asked u,; to t heir lovely place m 
S u iTe\·. There, ll' hat does s he sa,· ? . ,  

S h �  cau gh t up t he l etter n n d  
·
read i t  

aga i n . S h e  spoke i ncoherent l y, and her 
ha nd shook 11· i th  m ore than ord inary ex
citrment .  E 1·ery tone and mo,·cment \Yas 
that  of a capt(,·e 11·hn begins aga i n to 
breathe  t h e  p u re a i r  of freedom . 

" She sa ,·s-' Your h u sband llllbt cu:ne, 
t o o : and ! ;r i n g  a l l  nmr pretty clothes- ! 
am su n: \'liU must h\: t i red o f  s lumm i n"· :  · 
Tired o( s lumming : " 

"' 

She got up, crus h i n g  t he let te r k:l ll'el'll 
her hanck " ( > h .  ( ;c"ffre\· ,  I nenr said 
it bdllre tn 1·uu lw< ·ause - i t  cou l dn ' t hL· 
helped.  B u t  . 1 10\1' i t  r a n  he hc: l ped-a nd 
I am s ick of i t  al l-s i,·k n I it a l l  ! O n !  y 
t h i s  a fternoon I fe l t  l cou ld ha 1·e mur
dered :\ I rs. C u m m icl gc and hn J . izzie  and 
ei'Cry one o f  t hc1 1 1 : � I l oathed t he si gh t 
o f  t hem . �1 n d  t h e  u g l i nt:ss o f  it a l l : ' ' 

She call l e  l w h i t H
,
l h is c h a i r  a nd took 

his fan· bet ween h e- r  ha nds. " There, 
my da rl ing old sa i n i .  dlln't  lw shncked ; 
Jon't m i nd a n r t h i n g  I sa1· . I am only 
11· i ld  \Y i t h  l' X l ' i l

.
L' I l lt:n

.
t :md {u,·. I t  has a l l  

been 'mot hL' I' < 'd a n d  hot t ieci u p  s o  long. 
Think. ( ; l'l l fTrey. 1Ykl l  i t 11· i l l  be to get 
a 11·av-o u r  ti r:'t h o l i c h v  for t h ree ,·cars !  
Say

-
you a n· gl acl-sa 1.' some t h i n g ! ; , 

li e  pa t t 1·d her h:t n d  fon cl l v . ! l is face 
\\'as stil l  t lus lwcl 11· i t h t he rcA�·l' t ion o f  her 
d e l i gh t .  : 1 1 1cl t here "·as a far-off l ook in 
h is d ream v e \·cs. 

· • Yes. <leat�. l. t o •. > . ! l lng fnr fresh.  pure 
sunl ight .  l lo 1·ou k n o ll· . latch· .  1 ha\·e 
had such a lnll; ger for the sm�· l l  of h a 1· 
and th e s i g h t  c;f roses a nJ t h e  song o·r 
birds.  The re a rc n l'I'Cr a m· l'l>Sl'S o r  
birds here. a IT thrrc ) .

, 
" I s lw u l d  t h ink not : "  she nnsiYcrcd 

l �1 n g h i ng.  
" I  11 i s 1 1  II'<' c o u l d  i mport t h em : , . ll' i t h  

a ,; i gh nf regre t .  " I t  ,,·oti l d do the poor 
peo p l e  so llHI I 'h  good . "  

· •  X e1Tr m ind them !'o r  011\'l'. Bes i des. 
I d un ' t s u i > ]H >Sl' l' I'Cil \ I rs. 1 .a ng l \' II' i l l  he 
a b l e  to supp ly  th ll' i t l !  h a y  and roses a t  
t h e  begin n i n g  uf  . \ pr i l .  you s i l l y to\\' n 
felhl\1' : Hut.  t here. ll'e sha l l  hal'<� the  
f re�h spr i n g  green <tncl t h e  Yiolcts ! \\'on' t  
i t  be g l orious ? " 

" Yes, II'Oulcln 't  it he gloriow; ? " H e  
echoed her future tense 11' i th t h e  condi
t ionnl .  hut she d i d  nnt ! H •t ice i t .  



668 T H E  CAV A L J E i:\. .  

' ·  1\ i r;; .  Lang ly :;�1 1· ,;  I am to  bring my 
pretty clothes ! Poor R a t· hd ! She 
th inks we have been ] ! laying at poverty. 
She doesn't know ho 1Y rc·�l l i t  l !a ;; a l l  
been. I haven 't  any pn:tty c l o t hes-but 
J soon sha l l  han:. J ust th ink o f  a pretty 
muslin drc:;s, and nil: t h i,; "·-,;he ran 
her hand over her ,;kirt alml ,st a;; t iwugh 
it were someth i ng r�pubin:-' ·  th i ,; cheap 
serge, o f  all  <l\dul t hing,; . And you, 
(;eoffrcv. shall han· a new ,,·a istcoat a t  
last ! "  . She clapped lH:r hand;;, but, as 
though the sound :1\Yakenecl him from a 
p !t :asan t d ream, he got up, h i s  face pale 
and resolute. 

" l\I v dear, \Ye han: hL'L'i1 t ll"ll fo, I I  ish 
chi ldr�n wandering in a fa iryl and \Yhich 
doesn't belong t o  us." h e  said. " 1 t \':as 
bc�wti ful-lmt i t  isn't true. and we  
mustn't waste t ime \Yith il hat i,;n't true." 

l i e hatl folded his anns and gazed 
stra i ;jht ahead of h im into the gathering 
darkness. 

" The moncv ha;; come as a ( ; udsend," 
he said with feverish enthth i a ;; m .  " A l l  
to-day I have been IHI!Hl n i n g  how the 
COIH'alescent Home could bt.: kt.:pt open 
-your h ome, E ileen-and t h t.:rt.: arc so 
m:my sick and ai l ing who neecl its h �lp. 
Now the problem is  soh·ed, for I know, 
dear, how you \r i l l  w i�h the ll1 1 1 1 1 l'Y spent ." 

" c;eoffrey ! " she ,;aid under her 
breath , but he did not seem to hear hc:r. 

" It is a Godsend ! "  he repeated fcr
\'t•ntly. " The poor neatu rcs , ·an st i l l  
enjoy the country air. �111d room made for 
others there. lt is a rea l \\·eight from 
niy mind." 

Then she interrupted him. She came 
and stood opposite h im w it h  a face as 
resolute as his own, hut pain. as thou�h 
she felt the coming conflict of their \ri l ls. 

" Ccoffrey, it is you \rho arc i n  fai ry
land now," she sa id .  " Vou arc dream
ing of things that cannot he. No, clear, 
l et me say what 1 have to sav. l-wc 
h an: san{ficccl our a l l  for t h c:;c others
not money only, but the hcst years of  
()llf l ives. Some,,·hcre t h e  s;1 • · r i li re  must 
stop-it mll>'t stop here." 

" I t i s  no sal'l' ifice."  h e  said sternly. 
more �ternlv than he  had e\Tr spoken to 
her hefnn·.· " T t i s  our ,; i m pl e duty." 
I [ is tonr stung her.  

" H ave we no dutv tu nurseln:s ) " she 
demanded l1a l f-app�al ingly, but \\' i th 
gro\Y ing  passion. " I I an· ,,-e 110 right to 

enj oy t h e  fn::-h �1 i r ,  tu Llllgh, to IJc g l a d  
and happy ? .\ I  u,;t \\'l', our 11· huh: l iVl>, 
s it and  ,;u l'lucate in this murky atm<JS
J > h erc, nen:r meet our equa l ,; ,  ncn:r for
get the pinch nf uur pui'l'rty ? .h t IH'IT 
no end to our ,;�tcrilice-" 

" I han: told you," he intcrruptl:d dog
lllll l i ca l l y. " I t  is no sacrifi ce ." 

ShL' threw up her head and her cy\:,; 
met hi;;  fur tlw first t ime \Y i th lwt de
li<mce. 

" Not for vuu. then, but fur me ! 
Geoffrey, I ha{-e borne it al l  these years. 
I have been patient through a l l  the dirt 
and S(]Ualor of our l iYes. I t  \Yas hard to 
be patient, fur I \\'<bn't u�ed to slwh 
t h ings. I have seen our money llung 
a\Yay on drunkards and humbug,; \Yhn 
fooled you and l aughed at you behind 
your back. r have fought out the prub
ll'm of o ur dailv breatl. I h::�\·c seen ,·uu 
i l l .  And l te li you, I have borne i t  ·al l . 
anJ  lnJuld have horne it to the bitter end 
but for this hope of salvation-ye�, sai
Yation, Geoffrey ! l t  i,; l ike a brea th of  
fresh air i n  a dungeon . a l H>te  of music 
out of an  old song, a cal l from a ,,·orld 
to which l belong. body and soul.  I t' s  
t rue, <�eoffrcy. J can' t  help i t .  I t ' s  
true ! " 

He l ooked at her roldly and cr i t ical ly. 
E \'en in her e xcitement h i ,;  ic ine,;s c h il led 
her intu s i l ence. She d id not know that 
beh ind that ic iness there burned a tem
per as hot ,  Js uh;;ti natl' , as IH:acbtrong a,.; 
her 0\Yll. 

" T thought d i fferently of you," he 
saicl . " I t hought you \\'ould hl! my com
rade to the end. gi,·ing in m oney \Yha t  I 
g1ve in actual labor. You have spoken 
Hry pol'l ically, hut in the :; imple l an
guage I prefer, you mean that you have 
he en �acri Jic ing yoursel f a l l  t hrou.�h our 
l l larricd l i fe, a11d that vou :ne \\Taried 
of it . Let me tell you tlwt I a,;k ' sani
lin·s ' of 1 10 Ol1C-l e�i ,;t uf al l ,  \'UU ." 

l i e paused. He mav or 111:1,. not have 
knrmn i t-angry pl'O];I e a n.: ; 1 ften con
sc iously ::tnd wi l l ingly tactk•s-lmt he 
was aggrayat ing her \ri th  e\·ery look and 
lone in to hotter rcl Je l l ion. 

" Th e  mn lH:V i s  vour><. \ ' 1 1u l1an: a l 
ready ' sanili c:t:t! ' ; ,nc fortune. �1ncl, nn 
doubt, consider \·our dutv done. Do 
\\· hat vou please. · D o  IYith the money 
IYhat you pleasl' .  But, if  you gu a 1\·ay 
i' r"n l  h vrc in : I i i ,.;  time of neerl and sick-
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IH>s you go a l u m·-and you 
o n l v  of vour O\Yn free IY i l L  
t o  1i1ake 'vour e l w i n· . "  

1v i l l  return 
l k:we you 

H e  w�nt out , st i ff  and nect, and left  
h e r  i n  a sUit :  o f  be 11· i hlerment,  to rn be
t iH�cn an gt: :r a n d  the des i re t o cal l  h im 
back .  I t  was t h e fi r s t  d isagreement.  t h e  
fi rst  t ime t h a t  t heir \\· i l ls had broken 
asunder, ancl i t  hurt her. For a m onw llt  
she h:lted \he typcll-ri ttcn l et ter she s t i l l  
he l d-t hen she -remembered a l l  it  ml'an t . 
a n d  her heart beat h i g h  w i t h  irn:p n:ss ib lc 
hope. I t  meant freedom. 

The walls  d t he sh abl ll· .  u gh· room 
faded a\Y<lV and she sa 11· a -bri gh t-, sun l i t 
world spre-ad itsel f out be fore Llwr, li l l ed 
w i t h  Ho11·crs a nc\ green pastures. S h e  
\Yent mech::mica l l y  t o the \\Ti t i n g- t ahle .  
ami h a 1· i n g l i t  a c;\lld le, stood t here look
i ng clown on the wh it e  note-paper.  She 
was going t o  ans1Yer one of the le t ters. 
\\'hat 11·as she goi n g to say ? \\'hat ) 
She cl id not ktW\1" . She seated hersel f 
;mel t h e  pen lwn:red O\'L'r t h L' paper _  The 
lovely gardens faded . The habit  and Ion: 
of a l i fe t i m e  rega i ned i t:;  o ld dom in i on 
over her. the strength o f  an i ron ,,· i l l  
crushed h er energy, the  very room seemed 
t o  close in upon her  l i ke a prison . 

She began to 1ni te.  l t  \\ as her dea t h 
\\·arrant and she knew i t ,  hut she went on.  
She wrote j ust <b she had k issed Lizzie 's  

dirty face.  as she had sanifi ceu the m:c e,; 
saries  n f  l i fe.  as she h a d  l is tened dav 

a fter dar to t he nwa n i n gs of her hus
band's l;ar i s h i oncrs-\l· i t l;nut spi r i t .  re

s i gned l y, subm i t t i ng t "  t h e  custom o f  
sel f-abnega t io n  a n d  sel f-anni h i l a t ion : 

:.r,. t>EAR RM· n 1-: 1 . : 
lt is good of yuu to ask u s  both to Sun

ning<lean. Ther<' is  nothing 1ve should have 
l ik<'d bl'ttcr,  but u n fort unate ly-

The d"ur of  the l ilt k (lra1v ing- room 
opened a n d  a d i sordered head, surmount 
ed b y  a cru m p led cap . rn ade its appear
a nce in the a perture. 

" P lease. mum. \[ rs. ( ; ummidgc i s  'ere. 
She says J . izz ie  has ( 'OI11l' hover hal l a 

queer color a ml she don ' t  kno1v 1v h a t  t o 
do.  \\' i l l  rou come at once ? And l\1 rs. 

T ones i s ' t:re. ton. Shl' sa�·s the b a i l i ffs 
;ave se ized ' n f u rn i tur' and sh e'd he gl a d 
if you'd see 'n for a mome 11t .  I Ier 
rough' s  h:ndul trouhlesnme. anti she'd ' 

1 " tklll k ynu for some of them h>c genses-

E i kt• J t  l \d lwu n '! 'ran;; u p  a l m ost vw
lent l  y. 

" Te l l  :\ I rs. ( ; um mi d ge to go to the 
doctor,  a nd \ I rs. J onL·s that  l can't  he l p 
her. The lozenge,; a n: i n  the d i n i ng 
room cupboard. A nd p l ease don' t  d is
t urb me aga i n  t o- n i gh t . " 

The dour dosed nui,; i h·. and 11· i t h  an 
exclamat ion t hat was k; l f a S< > i J  \ [ rs . 
\" icar took up t h e  let ter u f  rd'tt,;al and 
lure: i t  a<ros,; aga i n  an d again.  

I \' .  

T 1 1  E R ,.,._ ( ;euiTrn· l "a l huun l ooked 
ruund the l i t t le s i t t i ng�roum \Y i t h  s"mb �.:r, 
:mgn· eyc:s . I! c had IH'\Tr rea 1 izcd be
fun: 11 hat  an ugly place i t  was . ThL· 
furn i t ure \\ as probab l y t h e  sa me <1'< it had 
a 1 IYay,; bet·n. hut he could nnt u nderstand 
IY hy it  had I ll'\"('!" s tnwk h i m  as be in g so 

·a t rocious. I t  cer ta in l v luuked no b e t t e r  
f o r  a 11·cek's coa t in g;  < >-f dthL n"r f"r the 
ckcorat iun o f  l o ng -dead HIJ II"ers ,;tuck 
abom in L'X l r L'mcly  ug l y Yases.  l·I e rang 
the bl' l l  impatien t l y. The ca l l 11·as an
S\\'LTl'd a fter a l ong inten·al bv t h e  m a i < l  
o f  a l l 11·urk .  l lU\1" m i nus a Gl[;- b u t  cun
,; idc ra l > l y  d i rt ier. 1-I er n p n:ss ion ll"a .-; 
;1 ggrcss in·.  a mi said more p l a.i n l y  t han 
1\"lJrtl,;-'" .\-o<c • ,  wot a rL· ver a 1\· a n t i n '  
" r ? " The Re1· . Gco ll"rcv'� f ro 11·n faded. 
l i e Cel t  t ha t  hi,; cla i h· L: \ isteJl< 'L' 11·as  at  
thc m crn· o f  t h is \ l ;·dusa.  and h e felt  
<'qua l l y  ,;ttre t kl t  ,;he k n e 11· i t .  

" \\ .hy i s  t h is room n u t  du,;tcd ? "  h e  
i n q u i red m i ld ! \· _ \ I an· .\ nn t o,;,;e d  a 
\\· isp O f  h a i r  l l\;t o f  h L' I_- S lll U t t y  fan•. 

' ' ' T a i n t  m 1· j uh. \\'hen the m i ssus 
11·as "ere shL' < t"id -i t . " 

·· :\ nd t h e  d i n i ng-ro tnn ? 
1 �- s i t  i n  it t h i s  tm7rn i ng . 

• · ' T a i n ' t  111 \' i oh. t H' i t lwr. 
d id i t ' "  

- -

' ou lcl h ard -

" < ) j , : \I i g l n  1 a"'k 11 ha t ' your job ' 
:t < · t u a l J y  i ,; ) " 

" I  wac;IH·s h u p  and d o,·,; a ! J i t  o f  t h e  
< ' < l l > k i n'-wot l kno11 s ."  

" ( )  h : " T l H· ncar ,;]mddered i n  
fL't ·ol kct iun o f h i ,; Ja,t meaL " [ sup 
pose 1\"l' sha l l  kt\"l' to h a lT anot h e r  sen-
ant to help."  lw ;;a id  11· i t h  a ,; igh .  

" \\"e bought  t u  'an·, t JU\1" t h e  m issus 
as ga\nL She \Yeren't no m orL' than a 

scrn·nt-'cept t ha t  shl' did t 11" in· as m w · h  
a s  l l i ' c! do o n  clouiJk IYa gcs . " The vi car 
sprang u p .  A hot  tlush h ad mou n ted \ < l  
h is p a l e  L· lwek s. 
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" 1  fow dare you-" he bega n a n g ri l y, 
and then stopped . surprbecl and a,.;hamecl 
of h i s  o w n  l ack of sdf-contro l .  

" \Vel ! ,  i t 's  t rue," with  another tm; s  u f  
th e head ; " and p l ease , i\ 1  rs. ( ; ummidge 
wants t o  �ce yer, s ir ." 

" Show her in here." The viL·ar SL'�1 ted 
h imself  again and drum med i d l y  with 
his  fingers on t h e  pile of letters before 
h im .  There \Yas a p hotograph o r  his  
w i fe on the table. It p ictured her in the 
fu l l  bloom o f  her you th,  and he no t ed , 
w it h  a sudden i nterest, ho1Y ga i l y  she 
laughed at him from among her rich 
sables. She had a l w ays been so fon() of 
t asteful, expensive t hings ; nut because 
t h ey were expensive, hu t lwcau>e she h a d  
a natural love o f  t h e  beau t i f u l .  Even i n  
h e r  wea l thy days, w h e n  she cou l d  have 
had anyt h i n g  for the aski n g. she hac\ been 
so grat efu l for some unexpeL ·t ul i nnocent 
pleasure. I n nocent p leasure : Y cs, he 
admitted it-innocent p lL·asurc.  There 
hac! been no unnatural craving i n  her 
p leasure-secking-unly she l iked t u  l au gh 
and to sec others l augh, ( )  r I a  ll '  "he hacl 
not  laughed much . 

N o w  he came to think o r  i t .  \Y hatever 
was t here i n  h er I i fe tu laugh about ? 
A o-ainst h is \Yi l l  he began t o  studv the 
dc�a i ls in the l i t t le ro :nn. J le r�;ncm
bered how he had ref us eel to spend m oney 
on the furnishing,  ancl the results of this 
economv were i ndeed a11· f u L  H e  began 
t o  uncle�·stand ho\Y tb osc p lush chairs �nd 
cheap vase:; m ust han� j a rred on her 
nerves, seei ng t h e m  all  clay l ung as she 
eli d. And i\Iarv A n n  l1ad sa i c l  ,;he was 
n o  better than �� serva n t. \\"hat did the 
gir l  mean ? 

The y icar gre\Y hot and l l ncumfurt
ablc.  H e  flung opc:n the winclmY to let 
in some fre"h a ir, a ncl 11·as �;u r pr i <·d to 
fine! that there is  no fresh air t ;l h� had 
i f  vou l ive i n  room,; loPk i n g  out on a 
str�ct l i t t le  more than (\\Th e

' feet anoss. 
H c had just flu ng the window down again 
when h ;s v isi tor entered. l\ l rs , ( ;um
m i clge l ooked pal er ancl t h i nncr, but her 
volubil i t y  had not  climin i:;hecL 

" I 'opes I \1\'cn ' t  clisturhecl von, :\Ir.  
Y icar. " �he said 1Yi t l1 a pomle�ous bob. 
" hut I fe l t as '0 11· I ' acl to t h � m k  vou fur 
crctt in '  me and mv Lizzie into tl{e Con
�o lescent ' Ome i 1; the countn·. \\" e're 
both that p oor ly and we 'opes it ' l l  clu us 
a world o' good . "  

" Tllat"s a l l  r i g h t ,  :\11·,;, C u:mn idge," 
the vicar returned k i ndly. " That\ a l l  
r i gh t . ' '  H e  hoped that she 11 ould go, 
but :\ I  r,;.  ( ;ummidge had other intention,;, 
She l ooked a n: ulll l  the room and her gaze 

'' Lawk s ! ' ( hv the p lace 'a:; cha nge d  
�cince vour m i ssus ,,·ent, :\Ir.  Vicar ! "  s h e  
ej aculated. " A in't  i t  in a ,.;tate ! Am! 
thc>  paw l idy always a tryin'  to make i t  
look decent, too ! I remember t hem bi ts 
(J f flo wers ,,he 'ad about. One could sec 
she 11-eren't horn to the:;e sort o f t h i n ;.i,; ."  

The vi, ·ur  a,;ked himself,  imp a t i ently, 
how he had ever come to l et his  parishion
e rs get so familiar,  but he foun d  nothing 
lo say,  and :\ I rs. Gummicl gc \Ycnt m1 
p lacidly : 

" \Vot I says whc·n I sees 1vo t  a ' i ggl edy
p igglccly you l iws in. sir, is that  you 
,,·ere quite right to let 'n 'ave 'cr  ' o l iclay. 
You ha h1·ays sees t hat us paw ful k 'ave 
nur turn i n  the fre,;h a ir, so you let your 
missus 'ave 'er turn, too. Quite right.  
Charity begins at 'omc. That's wot I 
�3V::i . ' '  

The Rc1·. ( ; coffrcv turned scarlet.  
" The paw l idy 1vas th;t p a le and pccky," 
J\lrs. Gummidgc went on. " wot w i t h  her 
'n workin' so 'arc! and h a l l-" 

The rest o f  :\ I rs,  ( ;ummidge' s  cunvc:r
satiun was spokl'n t o dea f cars. The vicar 
wa;; look i ng at the [ acled p i cture. and for 
the fi rst t ime i n  that  bitter month of suli
tucle he admitt ed to h m •;elf  that  his  hL·art 
ached-w ith regret und longing, H ad 
h i s  charity begun at home ? Far rather 
had he not poured i t  abroad o n  the hardy 
\Yeecls ancl th i s t l c·s. neglect i n rr the d · · l i r · ;d c· 
llo1Yer en trustL·cl tu h i �  i mm e�liatc , , r , c 

H e  hac! hanknctl his  h ea rt- he. the 
man of (�od, the  preacher of mercy and 
p ity. had ha rdened his heart  against h is 
u1�·n 11·i fe. th\: woman \\·h o  had ;.-: in·n u p  
evernhing--cLJm forL J deasun·, �t i l  t h e  
beaut i fu l t h i n;·> o f  l i fl'-to fol l u\Y him 
into the m id ·;t ( I[  d i rt and m isen-. :\ n cl  
h e  l un·c\ h er 1 The kno w l e d g e  · o f  that 
l ove came \Y ith a blcssec\ sense of rel i e f. 
H is o wn hard heart had tortured h i m .  1 t 
m e l ted no\\' at the \Y�um breath o f  
memorv, and t he fan: he t u r n e d  to :\ [ rs .  
Gummidge ,,·as ful l  o f hope. 

" :\Irs. (;u mm idgc," he said, hreak in ,g 
into that l ady's category of woes, " m y  
\Y i fe-my \Y i fc may he coming h o m e  soon, 
and I'n� been t h i n k i n g-th is p lace i sn ' t 



li t lor hn. I can't  c h a nge j u� t  nml'. but 
I '' a n t to m a k� it mure-mor� as she 
mmld l i ke it .  l \Yan t you to help 111L' 

! Jdo re you go a w a y : w i l l  you ? " l\frs. 
( ; umm i dge opened her eyes IYide.  

" That I w i l l , "  she said highly Hat
tercel. " That t here ::;J a t te r n  clown-stairs 
a in 't n o  good. 1 knows. " The v icar 
sprang up. 1 1  is eyes flashed with t he 
e nergy a n d  eagerness of the " sma rt 
youug man. " whom he though t had died 
out o f  him years ago. 

" \Vc' l l  c l ea r  out  a l l  t h i s  h i deous stuff," 
he said 1Yi t h a 11· ave in  t he d i rection of 
t i re p lus h c h a i rs .  " \Ve' l l  ha1·e i t  a l l  re
papered-a prl'l t � - paper with roses. She 
l u1-es roses. E 1·eryt h i n g  must he fresh 
a nd cl ean . N e· 11· carpl'ls, new r · ha i rs, 
llu wcrs e1·en•w here. C ome t h is aftn
noon and we '-l l  beg in t u rn i ng out. " 

1-l is excitement 11·as i n fect ious. :\I rs. 
C umm idge was f a i r l y  agog, so much so 
t h a t  itt her e .\ i t  she smashed the h i deous 
vase w h ic h  ( ; cofln·1· h ad t n:asu red as a 
family h e irloom aga.i nst h is w i fe's w i,;h es .  
I l e  l aughed l ight-heartedly, and then ta · 
\; ing u p  a pen began to write : 
ilfy DARr . r :--.: r. "·IFI·: :  

T h i s  is  I he flr,.;t real Jet t e r  I b a n· written 
to you. All  the others were humbugs : cold,  

frozen things, horn o f  my stubborn pride. I 
k11·e thnnght it a l l onr an d  I th ink I un
dc-rstand C \Tryth ing. I know how yon must  
h a \'l.'  s u ffered. I was such a ,.;el iish brut e. 
" '  engrossed in my scheme,; for the good of 

others that I forgot my own w i fe ! I an1 
: rshamcd. hut I 'm a f ra i d it\ t rue.  Can you 
ft�rgi 1·c me ' \\' i l l  you let me try and make· 
it up to you ? \Vii i  YOU come home ? Dear. 
you don't know wh;t it i s  like w ithout yon 
-so dreary. The \'cry sun seems t o  !1a\ 'l' 
forgotten to shine-

! fe ,; t oppe(l sudde n ] �-. I Ic L H >h·rl pllt 
o f the murk\· 1\· indo 11· onto t h e  m isnablc 
st reet. l h·siJ a i r  crept oYer h i s  face. 

" I  can't ' "  he said a l nucl . " I  can't : 
I t  1\' l>tt l d n ' t  he fa i r .  She 's  gom· �nra y t • l  

t h e  lro r l d  11·here s l w  bL·l o ngs. l > o r l y  a n r l  
soul-she said so. I c�r n ' t c;r l l  l i n  k1ck.  
I haYe been sel fish en ough al ready. Slw 
1nm' t  come back o f  her " "· n  f reT 11· i l l
:1 ncl I c a n ' t  c a l l  h e r : l c a n ' t : . , H e  
push ed t h e  letter rnugl 1 l y  on o n e  s i d e  and 
buried h i s  face in hi.; hands. 

v. 
E I J . E E X  C .l l . l r n t · x  l eaned hack among 

t h e• cth h ions.  : -m e l  w i t h  hal f -cl o;;e d eyes 
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ll :t : r · l i l·r l t i re: \\ a l LT drip from t h e  id l e  oar.s 
as t heir  l >o a t  tiuatecl 11· it h t he stream. S h e  
ayoided l ouk i ng a t  t h e  oar,;ma n and 
forced hcp;e l f  tu l i ,;ten to t h e  woman a t  
l i n  side.  

" .\ I y  dear E i leen . ' '  the l a t t er said,  
s : 1 i ft i n g  hn parasol to catch a t roublc
""mc s u n l >eam. " i t ' s  t h e  ycry t h i ng fur 
you. You must come.  Si.\ m o n t h s' 
t r:liT l i n g  w i t h  us wou l d  ,;et yuu up fur a 
l i t' c t i m c· .  You \\'OU l d be my gue,; t . o r  
, ·our>e. a nd Capt a i n . \ r n o l d  11· i l l  look 
a fter \'r>tt 1dwn he j o ins  u,;. \\'ou l d l l ' t  1·nu. 
, ·aptain ) "  The ·oarsma n leaned .fur
\\·ard a,; t hough to force E il ee n  tu look 
a t  h i m .  

· ·  .\ I rs. C a l lwun kn ows I IY i l l . ' '  h e  sa id 
s i g n i ti c·an t l )·· :\,; t h ough h yp not ized she 
n:tttrll (·d h is gaze fr >r a brid insta n t .  
�ome t h i ng in h is l > ron;-:c·d face d istu rl.wd 
her. She l oo ked a \\·ay again .  

" I t  i ,;  HT\. good o f  vuu.  l� a c h d , "  ,;he· 
s a i d .  '· I ;.; iw�t l d  l i ke . it v..:rv nmc h . "  
S h e  spoke . iw ii-L'I·er. 11· i t  h o u t  et.r t lmsia,;n1 .  
�onwho11·, bn t h i r,;t fur p l easure and 
l' l·nl as t i ng su tH h i nc had hcl'H :; l aked t "  
,;;1 t ie:1·. A n d  s t i l l  she fel t u nsa t is ti ecl
� l le  ,.;Ht l c l  n o t  n p l a i n 1\ hy. 

. .  ! : ran> : "  C a p t a i n  ,\ rn o l d  e x c l a im ed 
w i t h  a tr iumphant  tug at t h e  oars .  
" \\' r i te that  do11· n as sett led .  e xcel lent 
Cousin Rar ·k· l :  · ·  E i l een star ll'c l .  

" \' o ,  t w . ' '  ,;he >:r i d  impubi 1·e ly .  
" 1\'o t h i ng i ,; set t l e r ! .  I t  c a n ' t  be. S i \  
lll < m th,; i� a l o n g  t i me.  I must cons u l : 
i l l \. lmshaml . "  · . \ rn o l d  s t opped r <l lv in g 
:1 1 1 d  l a ughnl.  

" . \ ftn yr :ur  o 1·: n � h o \\· i ng . .\ I rs. C a l 
h"u n .  n>ur hus l ><I IHI i>  t o o  husv to hut he·r 
: r h , > u t  ·,·ou r nw1·ements."  h e  ,·a id . " I I ,. 
'' i l i he: o n l y  too glad to gl't you settled." 
� : 1e made l lo a l l S \\'l"L " l ' i •ressccl 11· i th  t h ,· 
L itter truth of h i,; 1vo rds . ( ;eofTrcv cl i r l  
1 r ot c:1n' : oh1·i ous h·. p ruha h l v  l l l'\'l't: had.  

" Look here. " ( · ;r p t a i n  . \ n ;o l rl 1\'l'llt on.  
· · I h a n· ht.'L' ! l  i nd isnrT: en ou gh t o  stl' 
i h a t  t lw l e· t ter  in you r Lq1 is from you r 
h u sband.  I [ ther e  is a ll'onl i n i t  ask ing 
�·our return or inq u i r i ng abou t your  mm· e ·  
!ll<. ' l l ts .  r \l' ( )n ' t  t n· and persnack ynu. 
T l i ne's  a barga i n : , .  

f ·: i l el' l l  p ic k�d U p  the Ut l llpcnecl Je t ter .  
She ] ;ad not cared t u  read i t  before start·  
ing.  She k new so 11· e l l  ll' h a t  1\·as i nsilh· 
-form a l  words. w r i t t e n  out of a sense o f  
dut y a n d  r ·onve1·ing no mean i n;.; to her 
l nt t  ; : w "nL· - - t : 1 :1 t h e  d i d not can·. These 
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L:tters came everv :\ l ( 'nda1· .  LYcn· :\Ion
day hope had be�n bum a i·re'h a iHl fruzen 
a fresh. 

Yet, what if t o-day\ l v �ter 11-cre d i f
ferent ? \Vhat i f  th e barri,·r  hctiY een 
them should be broken du 1vn el l LJ:.;t by 
une l oving word ? \\"hat if i n  the  n :ck of 
t ime he s houl d hold out h is strung hand 
to save her-perha ps from d,mgn and 
temptation ? She t ore the  enn l ope upen 
and began to reacl. Then h ope died as i t  
had d ied be fore. ct nd a ,om othercd sigh 
fprced itsel f  to her l ip s. The re 1va,.; no 
d i fference, no change, or scan·dy a ny . 
The sentences were j erkin, m ore st i l ted, 
l ess coherent, as i f  t h e  11 ritcr  had been 
in trouble or preoccupied. That was a l l .  
Eil een p u t  the letter down . .  S h e  was 
pa l e  and her hand umteady. 

" You are quite right,  Capta in Arnold," 
she said.  " There is no word about my 
return-so l su ppose I must agn·e. I t 's  
Fate. \Vhy ! " she excl a imed , suuden
h·, point ing to a l i tt l e house not far from 
the \Vater's edge, ' ' I\ hat a pretty pl ace ! 
To whom does it bel ong ? " She had 
,;poken more to put an end to the ,;ub
i ect than for anv other reason. Kachel 
Langl y put up J{,:r l orgnett e. 

" That, mv dear ? Some Conva]c,;cent 
H ome. I fancy, !"or the  c\·erlasting 
poor-" She got no furt her . E i leen 
laid an eager hand upon her arm . 

" Put me ashore, capta in ! " ,.;hl' �aid 
breathl essl y. " I see people 1 kllOI': . I 
want t o speak to t hem-p l ease ! " Her 
eyes shone 1Y ith eagerness and p l easure . 
Captain Arnol d  obeyed, though u n will
ingly. 

" I don't see anv one," he saiL! as the 
boat bumped again��t t he ground . " e xcept 
an ugl y old washenYoman and an ugly 
child in need o f  ,,.a,; h ing.  I d on ' t sup
pose those are fri end ,;-" 

But E i leen had a l ready sprung �1Sl10rc 
and IYas running tmYard t h e  dc,.;p ised 
pa ir with a d e l ighted ny of " :\ I rs. < ;um
midge-Lizzie : "  \ I  r,;. C ummiclgc, who 
had j w;t rescued t h e  too n:nturc:;ome 
Lizzie

. 
from a 11· a tcry gr�we. gan· such a 

start of surprise t h a t  she n ear l y ft.:l ! in 
hcrse l f .  

" La 1vks ! I f  i t  �1 i n ' t :\ I rs. V i t·�u 'er
sel f ! " slw exclaimed, shaking hands with 
a vi gor which i nstant ly cl is loclgccl the pre
car ions bonnet. " N Oil", ain't  that a treat , 
Lizzie ? And in that  prett y  dress, too ! 

\\"oulcln't your 'u,;lJaml lx: jll"untl. of yuu, 
even t : wugh \: h� a darg \·:n�l ll ? "  

i : i kcn ,;eated hcrst.: I f  �t th e f"ut of a 
tree and b�.:kuncd :\ I rs .  ( ;ummidge t o  
d o  l iknvi 'C'. :\ l r"·· ( ;um m id gc u1.Jeyccl , 
h a 1· i n g  Jirst, IY i t h  l • J \\·n-1Jred ,·an·, fel t t�le 
gra:-��-" fur fl'ar o f  thc!n ruu1n a t i cs, ' '  a:-) 
she ,oa i d .  

' '  I \Yas in a ] loat 11·h L'l1 I sa1v you ." 
E i l een exp l a ined , ' ' and I t hought l 'J 
come a n d  hear a l l  ahuut you-a nd every 
one cbe. I t  seems such a long time ,;ince 
I left ."  

' '  ,\  w .  that  i t  is .  mum. .-\ncl a Jut  
'appo;s in no t i me, 11·ot 1Yith t1 Icm motors 
and such l ike.  There's Lizzie 'ad the 
mea,;l L·,;, me the roumatics, and :\Irs. J ones 
a summons. \\.e've 'ad l i n:ly t imes, I 
can t e l l  you. :\ I rs.  Yicar : "  

E i leen. smiled . The smile \Yas mean
i ngl ess. Her heart heat a l m ost t o  su f
foca t i on . .\ qut.::;tiun trembl ed on her 
l ips and she dared hard ly utter it,  so 
much did the ansll"er mean to her. 

" And in Roburn Strect-ha:; anything 
happened there ? . , she said. striving to 
speak w ith great  ind i ffere i1L'C . :\1 rs. 
Gummiclge 's :;m a l l  eyes tiYinkled know 
ingl y. 

" I  'specks there ain't  mu!'h that 'ap
pens there you don't 'ear o f, mum," she 
,;a id, " wot 11· i t h  k1l l them l etters :\I r .  
V icar 1ni te.; . "  

" I .etters : " :\I rs. Gumm iuge 11·aved 
her fat hands apologet ica l l y. 

" I  can't 'e lp see i ng 'em.' '  she sa id : 
" 'e lea1-cs them about 'is table, and 'as I 
comes to cl o ' is dust in g I ·��" to sec 'em. 
' :\ f e  0\\"!1 d�\ r l i n g \Yi fe. '  tl1ey begi n !'. :'\ ot 
th :n  � > t·y \ 'YL'f gcl:-i pu:-'ted. it :-'CL'l11�, " she 
dl L!cd \\- i ;  > , - � i .�ll\.:' \\· under . • · P'r'ap::; ' e  
SL'Jl( ls  ' e m  oil hudgetiY ise, ur ' e  just 
ll"r itcs 'em t o  rc l ie1·c 'is p a w  f ccl in gs . " 
There w�ts a sh out o f  adm onition from 

the IYa it ing boat, l 1u t  E i l een a ppeared n<�t 
to hear. 

" Td l me m ore , ckar :\ I rs. ( ; ummiclgc," 
she sa icl . " \'ou knu 1Y, mv husband 
writes. of coursL' : but, t h en .  "vou are on 
the :;pot . Tel l me, docs cn�· vth i n rr "u 
'''l'l l ?  I s  m y  h n,-hancl a l l  ri ght_:._hap]�y ?" 
:\ l r .; ,  ( ;ummid.�,· "]lOok her heat! .  

" ' .\ppy :> :\ �m. nut pa r t icular .  O l d 
'e l ook,.; and m iscral l lc-·,yanH a woman t o  
l ook a ft e r  ' im.  I say,;. ( )nly, one day I 
sa -_1· '.im laug:l-\Yhen a l l  the  JIOO furnu
tur' 11·as a hci n ;.;  hrou ;,;ht in-" 
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" Furniture ! " An<l l\Irs. Gummiclge 
thumped herself on the mouth . 

" There no 11· , ain't I a fool ! Let the 
cat out, I ' ave� \\ .e l l , I suppose I ' d  bet
ter tell vou . 'adn't I ?  " 

" Yes," yes ! " 
" \Veil, ' twas th i,;  way : l\Ir. Vicar, 'e  

sends for me and 'c savs.  ' :\Irs. { ;um
m i clge , my IY i fe may com� back soon, and 
I wants t hings made fine for 'er-Ll'yer 
understand ?-fit for 'er. N une uf th is 
hold 'eathenish gear. Y ou 're a clever 
\\'Oman, M rs. Gummiclge, and I wants 
you to 'elp m e  make it hall  prutty. ' \V el l ,  
I was doddering with them roomatics, 
but 'e's a k indly gentleman, so I 'elped 
' im. \\'c ch ose the d ' i n tiest pa ipers you 
hever saw-hall  ro�cs-and 1vot w ith our 
t iYO 'cads together \Ye've made the pl ace 
J;i t for a doochess ! And the flo11·ers ! " 
Mrs. Gummidge flung up her hands be
cause n o  words of hers could convey th e  
impression s h e  i ntended. 

" Every clay 'e comes with ' is arms full 
o f  'em and fi l ls the vases. 'E ain ' c  no 
good with flowers, but 'e  does 'is best. 
' Sh e  l oves flowers, Mrs. Gummiclge,' 'e 
says, ' and she may come 'ome to-clay.' 
But ' e  loses 'ope, paw feller . I was that 
sorry to leave ' im, but 'e sent me and 
Lizzie down 'ere. He said it \vas t he 
place you 'ad built, Mrs. Vicar, an' 'ow 
grateful we was to he t o you for making 
such a n oble sacri fice." 

Eileen l ooked hack at the l it t le  house . 
Perh aps the worcb, " Cast your bread 
upon the 1\'Uten;, " occurred to her in t hat 
m oment of intense grat itude to the Pmver 
1vhich h a d  led her to this rough. s impl e 
woman. She got up, and the tears stood 
burning i n  her eyes. :\Irs. Cumm idge 
l ooked up at her . and a shrewd smile 
t 1vistecl the l i ncLl face. 

" I t may be pert, M rs. Vi car,"  sh e  sa id, 
" hu t  I ' m  an holcl woman, and I savs to 
you-go 'ome. You and your 'usi1and 
l ot1ks as th ough you \\·anted one a nother." 
E i l een l aughed hrokL'i l l y. 

" I 'n1 going�" �he �;aid, •: l � 1n going ." 
Suddenl y  :;he bent cl own and ki ,;sed, first 
the ch i l d, and then 1\J rs. Gummidge, with 
a warmth she would not have believed 
possible a month before. " Cod b less 
you. \[rs .  (;um m irlgc," she 1vh i spcrcd, 
and ran h:1ek t o  the 11·ai ting l 1oat. She 
l ooked at both occupants steadily.  

" Row me hack, please, Cap tain Ar-
7 c 

nolcl," she said. " Rachel, I must take 
the afternoon train to London-home." 

V I .  

IT 1vas the beginning of C\fay, but n o  
o n e  i n  Roburn Street w o u l d  have known 
i t  except for the cal end ar . The rain 
p oured down, the guttl:rs had become 
miniature torrents, a p i erc ing east 1v ind 
1vhist l ed round the corners as i f  to prove 
that in this part of the 1vorld i ts authority 
was not at an encl . 

The Rev. Geoffrey Cal houn turned up 
his  coat-co l lar, indifferent to the fact that 
the rain was tri ckling down his neck, and 
that he was standing in  the midst o f  a 
large pudd l e. 

l i e  lookeLl fi rst to one end of the street 
and then to the other with a gl ance of 
expectation, as th ough he hoped to see 
some w el l remembered form. But there 
was n o  one i n  s ight .  A laden four
wheeler j ol ted round the corner, and he 
turned away 11· ith a sigh. Somebody was 
coming home to somebody-and, being a 
consc ientious clergyman , he fought hard 
aga i n�t the pang of envy which shot 
t hrough him. No one was comi ng home 
to h im. So he went his way and visited 
his sick parishioners and l istened to their 
woes w ith the ol d sympathetic smile. 
They were too absorbed in themselves to 
not ice ho11· p a l e  and tired he looked. 

It was late in the cYeni ng when he re
turned. He took off his hat and coat i n  
t h e  clark b a l l ,  and stood there a moment 
with his hand pressed to h i:; aching head. 
Then he opened the door o f their l ittle 
clra lYing-room and entered. A lamp 
burned on the tabl e, the kettle san:r mer
ri ly on the bright fire, his wife sat

,�
in the 

pretty armchair h e  hac! bought for her, 
and looked up at h im and smiled. 

" You are late, clear," she said. " Tea 
is reaclv." The hal f-merry, half-tearful 
smile grew more trcmulot;s a s  h e  drew 
nea rer. ll e sa1Y that 'he was dressed i n  
the o l d  ,;crge, and her lap was full o f  his 
neglec ted mending. It \V:lS a l l  so peace
ful,  so h omely, so like his  dreams , that 
something caugh t h i m  by the throat and 
a m ist s1vam before h is eves. He had 
l in�d under a hard strain. a ncl the revul
sion was more than he could bear. 

" You have made things so beautiful, 
Geoffrey," ,;he went on, " so be:mtiful ! 
But I would have been contented if noth-
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i n;:; h ad been 
wa:m't bound to 
all. I haven't 
there ." 

changed. You sce- I 
that other world. after 
found any hap p iness 

He sank d cmn i n t he ch a i r opp osite 
her, s t i l l  s i lent. But she looked into his 
face and was satisfied.  There was more 
written there than mere surprise and wel 
come-there \Yas a whole h istory o f  love 
and thankfulness. She flung h er work 
away and dropped on her knee� beside 
him. 

" �I y  dar l ing," she said brokenly, " I  
have come home-don 't you understand ? 
l h ave come to the on ly p lace in the 
w h o l e  wor l d which I love most-to my 
home ! "  

She bur ied her face i n  the shabby old 
coat. and he held her pressed to h im. So 
they remained-at first si lent,  and th en 
talking in hushed voices. \\'hat they 
said matters to no one. They were very 
happy. and the stormy world outside was 
forgott en .  

TO STRUT IN THE CALCIUM LIGHT. 

B Y  F R A N K  C O N W AY. 

A S H O R T  S T O R Y .  

wo o'clock on a w inter\ 
momi ng, in the � ow 
ami-Then Soc ia l Club.  

there st i l l  stayed at play 
L i eutenant Tumulty, of 
the Fourth Precinct Po

l ice S tation ; Guidoni, o f the quarry 
company o f  that name ; ( ; rant. pre,.;ident 
of the Acme Yaln! Company ; \\. i lbem, 
of the j\' t?il 'S ,  and t \YO others that \\Tre 
guest,;. 

\\' i l bern breath ed elation ; the gods 
had been good t o  him on every dra '" of 
an\' con�.equence. l; rant had been 
c leanccl out .  

Tit�.:  final  ruund \ras f uugh t out he
tween \Yil l>er11 an d  ( ; rant- w i t h  a p a ir 
o f  an:-; nccT:--qry to open the pot. Bet
t ing on moHey horro\\Td from \\' i !L>enJ 
at the l atter's suggest io11, ( ; rant  stoocl 
n ine hundred dol lars t o  the bad w i t h the 
n ewspaper man when the deal er boxed 
t h e  ch i p s. Sonw t h i n,t; l i ke t h i ,;  h ac! hap 
pened l >ef ore ! Jet \\Ten 1 h e  t \YO, and over 
the grudgl� that  \\' i J l ,eru• had seemed to 
nurse up 110 f\llll' ral had yet hee l l  h e l d .  

\\"il!Jem le ft the t a h k  to get his  l w t  
and o\·ercoa t .  " Say. Cran ty. you ' l l  pay 
that be fore the fi fteenth. you know : "  
he thundered to ( ; r�mt hel l i gerent ly. 
\\·h en he i·ejoined the grou p . 

The l ieutenant bit his  l ip ancl frowned. 
( ; u icloni and the oth ers p eppered \\' i l -

ben· w i t lt dissuasives. " You'd better 
bott le that no ise. V ick. Take my ad
vice, and tap a d i fferent key. S l ide an
other record o n  the cyl inder , \' ick ." 

(;rant, a large, blond, m i ld-mannered 
member. fortv-,.;ome years old, directed 
at the journa-l ist a g�zc th at mani fested 
nei ther resent ment nor fluster. li i s  
hearing bespoke the man accustomed to 
t a k i ng t h e  \\·or i e l  w i t h  as l i tt le friction 
as po,.:si bl e . 

" ::O. I aybe it 's  your idea," he conj ec
t ured p l acid l y. " that a payment by me 
is th e same sick p o�,.;i b i l it y  it cou l d n' t  
h el p be i ng i f  I \H'IT s lated t o  shake 
hand� to-morrO\\' w ith ( ; abricl  o f  th e 
horn.  I h ope that i sn ' t you r i dea," a!Hl  
his  eye:; appeakd to \\' i l bcrn for an 
a,;,;ur�mce th at i t  wa,.;n't .  

\\' i lbern clrcw up h i s  shoulders i n  a 
sln-ug i nd ica t i n· o f  a d i :; i nc l i n :J t ion to 
commit h im scl f. 

" An nYar. ' '  ( ; r: J n t  1\'l' l l l  Oil. " r  mw;t 
refuse t o  t r a n slate HJUr instruct ion as a 
d oubt c , f  m \· i ntegri t )·· I ' m  not search
ing for grou nds for h osti l i t ies. and l 
reca l l 1101�· t h at I h ad a run- i n with von 
before. Y ick. through no \Y i sh of mine.  
I o n l y  tel l that [ acknowledge a value 
recei \·ecl-ancl I ' l l  pay.  That's  a l l . "  

" That\ a i L  eh ? "  Th ere \Vilhcm, 

i n  a reflecti\·c pause. fingered his clark 
mustache. 
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I I e had the look, tone, and attitude of 

a m�m t hat h abitua l l y tried, just by look, 
t one, and att itude, to g ive h imsel f the 
i mportance t hat h is persona l ity did not 
mirror nor hb deeds confirm. 

He j erkeLl his flattened A lpine hat 
onr his brow , h i d ing his eyes in the 
shade of the brim, and, " ( ;rant1·," he 
continued, break ing out "· i t h  a s l{uw o f  
apath y, " th ere' l l  be no n e e d  for �my
t h ing ebe i f  you lead th at money to me 
be fore the fi fteenth." 

(irant received this  with one of h is 
pecul iar exp losions o f  silence. 

Tumu l ty had lumbered to the fire
p lace of the card-room and had turned 
off the flaring gas log. N m1·, putt ing 
h imse l f  \Yith in the circle of l ight shed 
by the green-shadecl electric oyer the 
table, from which th e p layers had r isen 
a moment before, and speaking \dth a 
hal f smile,  he said to \Vi lhern : 

" V ick , I figure you th irty years old. 
J\t that,  you're old enough to know bet
ter than to do this." 

" J)o \Yhat ? "  
" \Veil, either you're sho\Y ing off or . 

you 're runn i ng off your rails. " 
" IT O\Y do you make that out ? " \Yas 

the second CJlH:ry o f  W i l bert. 
" Y ou're talking like a man ::�t a re

h earsal, and turning loose one word too 
many," rep l ied the l ieutenant. 

" I ' l l  let  it go at th at, " said \Vilbern 
magnanimously, as h e poked his arms 
into h i s  oYcrcoat-,;lecn�''· " hut you fel
l o i\·s w i l l  hear me speaking out l ou,]  on 
t h is theme again, :.1ll righ t, i f  I ' m not 
h cclc<l with that nine hun dred before 
the fi fteenth.  1 \Yon't be done." 

( ) n  the ca11 sounded by Tumul ty's 
un.��c·ni l c  stat ion -house voice: th e o l d  c(ub 
j an itor shook l 1imse l f  out o f  a do;.:e and, 
inH lcleri :q:; around, began to push back 
ancl conl the w indow curta i ns and to 
c:il· i t ch off the i ncande;;cent lamps. 

\Yi l bern had a ch ance to ;:ay, in 
C mnt's absence, \Yhaten·r h e  m i ght have 
h e <itated to s�1y to l1 i :; face. ( ;rant \Yas 
the fi rst to l ca,·e the N ow-and-Then
and h e  left alone. 

\Vith the occupants of the c:1nl-room 
ll ist inguishable on l y in the blui ,.;h l umi
JWlWC of the ne:1r-by street-corner arc
H uh t. \Vi lbcrn tarried at the club for 
l o,;1g, detai n i ng the others. I n  the main , 
he requested th em to \Yait and watch . 

" Don't  sp l atter me \Y ith talk  about 
Grant\ intentions," he saicl impatiently, 
as a l l \Yerc pounding clovm the stair,;. 
" No matter wh at they are, it's a sure 
thing that Vick \ri l Lcrn \Yi l l  collect his 
clue " 

I L  

.\s State House reporter for the 
.cVc<C'S and Capitol corre,;pondcnt fur ten 
o r  mure out-of-town p apers, \Vi lbcrn 
possesscLl an acquai ntance w ith many 
men . Among as m;.my as he met IYi th in  
t h e  next  t wo d a y s  h e  ,;pread t h e  story 
of his \l· in. 11 e borro wed money on it. 
For as much as he got h e  th anked h im
se lf.  H e  remarked at no time that h is 
'"" inging loan,; on ( ; rant's debt of honor 
to h im signified that a few peop le rated 
G ran t a man o f  h i s  \VOnL 

Wilbern persisted i n  talking pretty 
audibl y. Soon every frequenter of the 
up-town clubs and cafes knew of Grant's 
obl igation to him.  

The day a fter the game, Grant left  
town on a bus in ess trip.  

" En•n i f  I h ad thought t o  l ie clown 
on the rlcht," he saiLl to Guidon i on his  
return, " I 'd pay i t  now or cat a toad
stoo l .  I \You ldn 't welch on that poser 
and shouter for treble the amount he got 
me for." 

\Vhen \Vi lhern h eard about the valve 
company m an ' s  return, he teleph oned 
him from his desk in t he i\/cws office. 

" J ust keep your face quiet, V i ck, and 
l l't me klYc' a fny <bys o f  grace, for 
I'm l argl'l y in hock at present." That 
\Yas, in substance, all  G rant \HJUld say. 

A n  hour ::�fterwanl, Grant telephoned 
\Yi lhern. " I 'm at the bar o f  the Sheri
clan 1-l ouse, " he informed the 1.Vnus 

man, " and more than one soul seems to 
be next to the exact amoun t  for \l· hich 
you 're h o l d in g me by th e seat o f  the 
p ants-and they a l l  h ave it  from you 
t L at you're a fraid I ' l l stay a\Yav w ith 
the n;oncy. X O\Y, Vick, i f I cln'n't  in
tru<lc on you with a p ay·ment \Yith i n  t\YO 
\Yeeks, you can pass your claim on me 
t o  my friend < ;uidon i , and he' l l  sp i l l  the 
gilt to you. It's understood, howcn�r, 
that you ' l l  cork up your hol ler. I don 't 
want to be cla;o:sifi ccl as a poker-beat." 

" Oh, rats with a l l  these smooth side
steps and ,;omcrsaul t s ! " \Vi lbern bawled 
back. i\t the same time, he remarked 
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; o l h im�e l f  t ha t , 11 h i le ! lOt  every eye i n  
1 : 1 1: otiice was o i t  h im, u ndoubtedly every 
car \\·as listeni ng. " Ca�h clown is  t h e  
u a l y  t l1 i ng th at c a n  t a l k  convincingl y  to 
me." he tol d  ( ;rant. He aclcled , \Y ith a 
lahorimh attempt at an accent of fi n:d 
i t l· : " Y ou' l l  fi n d  that mone1· for me 
1{;\ i t  a 11·ay, or there ' l l  he troul ;le ."  

Tlw I tL·:-;t m i nute, che 1Y iug a cigar
�tump ::t o n e  s ide o f  h is mout h ,  h e  ''"a" 
rai l ing at  hi� d istant auditor  i n  his h igh
est registp· and publ i s h i n g  h is h opes 
a nent that aud itor's after-death destina
t ion.  

I [ e  j umped from t h e  t e h:plwne. on a 
sudden. a n d  clapped a halJ(] to h is ear. 
Tk: ollin: knew t h at h i� c a l ler h ad hung 
u p  o n  him with a kmg. 

II  f .  

PoK L R  clel ,tor a n d  p oker creditor 
came upon each other that en•ning in 
fwnt of t h e  tdegraph -onice-cro\Hled 
then. not su much w i t h  peop l e  seeking 
s h e l t e r  from a hean· f a l l  o f  ;.;now, a;.; 
\l· i t h  sport:; \Ya i t i ng

. 
fur fi ght  n:turn,; 

from S:� a  Francisco. 
" No w. sc:c here . ( : rant\· ."  \\" i lbcrn he

ga t t .  " yuu\-e got tu m:1kc· good. and 
lll<tke good quic k . "  

A cro 1\"d p ressed i n  o n  t i l L· 1 \YO a t  t h e  
sou t :d o f  ""i lbern's n u i 'y a nnomKement. 

The va h·e company man ;.;tepped hack. 
l I i s  face hac! reddened . 

" I ' l l  sq uare my�eH \\· i t h  vuu , "  l t c  
hoomecl i rdul h·, " 11· i t l t i n  Il l \" ( J \\"11 con
venience. 1 ' 1( coml: anoss

. 
\\· ith 1·our 

co in  w hen I " m  goc•d and ready." 
" Ye:-;. Y o U  j, ·/1/ cotnc ac ross- \Yl l en 

you' re r�1 i s i ng g r:.:ts;-; 0 1 1  your g raYe, you 
\Ye lcller : " 

\\- i ] J ,ern \Yasn" t qu ick enou gh to shi it 
f rom ( :r:mt"s  quick 11·e l t . I t  caugh t 
h im c l c:m 01 1  t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  ( · b i t t .  
l i e  fl: l t  a h o t  pai n beh i n d  h i s  ear,;. S l i p 
p i ng o n  t h e  sno11· -conn:d l i d  o f a coa l 
h o l e· .  he s t aggned a g a inst t h e  11· i ndmY 
p f  t he telegraph-office. 

SomeJ ,ody clutched h i m  1 > \ t l 1 e  sh n u l 
ders. T h e  newspaper man wa,; t oo 
d azed to unh i tch a return cut .  \\"hen 
he pulkd h i msel f togeth e r  ( ; ra n t h a d  
gone. 

J ust as th e p rec;�e,; u nder the .Y<'<i'S 
reportorial quarters t unccl up the next 
morning.  an ofilce-hoy told \V i l ! Jern that 
h e  w:1s 'ra nted a t  the  telephone. 

Atb\\·ering the (·a l l ,  he heard the voice 
( • i" < : rant .  

" \V i!Lern, " said th e va l ve company 
man, " I ' m  going t o  t e l l  you a few things, 
and then t h ro 11· nm. You 've been too 
much of a n  actor

. 
i n  t h i s  I Ju:-;iness. You 

d idn't  t ry to dri l l  that  n i n e  h u ndred out 
of me. You \rent a fter it as t h ough you 
d id n ' t  care for i 1. 1 gucsc; you simpl y  
11·antnl t o  cut a n  i mercst ing fi gure-and 
you didn't  scnq de at put t i n g  my reputa
t i o n  on the bl ink.  Remember-don't  
you-that  you publidy branded me a 
\\Tkher ? \\ " e l l .  I e.;t i mate t hat 1 \·e 
been damaged to the c., t cn t  o f  n i ne h u n 
dred do l l ars.  I r l'HT you g e t  that  out 
of me, \\" i lbern. you're a magic ian."  

\\"hen \\' i l hern l e ft the t e l ep hone, the 
oJiicc-bov o1·erheard him s�l\- : 

" I ' l l
· 

teach h i m  t h a t  -go i n g  to t h e  
t twnkn· 11 i l  1 1  me i ,; a p r e t t y  d e a r  frolic." 

l \'. 
FoR a week th ereafter \Vi lbern suf

fered t he griel'ous agonies of t h e  man 
11 ho�e sci f-e,;t ccm bas been outraged . 

1 l e  kne1r t l t a t  �h far as h i s  get t i n g a cent 
from ( �rant w e n t ,  t lH� i r  matter o f  dis
pute had !Jcen dosed.  T h e  thought of 
hi,;  pecu n i ary I us.;, \\· b i l e i t  recurred to 
h i m  t i m t� attd t i me agai n. ne1·er ;.;martecl. 

\\"h a t  sca lded h is h c·a rt  \\·en: hi� re
· ·; t l b  uf the m a t 1 y  \\"OHb h e  had Hung 
l i l· r •·. there. and c1·cn·1r herc about the 
{;wh th at h e  had ( ;rant for n ine hun
dred,  and that he,  \\" i ! l >crn, \\"as not a 
m a n  to he gouged w i t h  impunity. H e  
r e m  em hned. too. t h e ( '  lcnchc d - fi st com
p l i men t  t h at h ad sent h i m  tot teri n g, with 
a g�hhed ch i n .  

< ) n  t h e  fi ft ee n t h .  \ri l i c h  \l"�b to haYe 
k"L"n the c l:ly of ( ; r a n t " �  l a;.;t chance, 
\\' i l bern wen t i nt o  T ack de Camp's 
S] 'or t i ng·gPud.; st o re a;Hl p r iced p istols.  
I I ic;  \Yas to I .e m i ni n g - camp conduct .  
l I e i n l L" lHIL-d  to l ouk for ( ; r�m t .  

.\ s m <; y  h e  Slt ] ' po,;ed. h e  d i ( l n ' t  keep 
t ha t  intcnt ion t u  h imse l f. H e  YOwed 
Yengeancv in t h e  l a n guage o f  old l\ [ on 
t a n a ,  a n d  t h e m ore h e  d rank the  more 
] ' i ct urcsque !H:cam e h i,; proclama t ion 
that  h e'd get h unk 11 i t h  ( ; rant  be fore 
a n o t h n  froc;t- fa l l .  

( ; rant  11·as  coun;;cled t o  get o n  h is 
guard or to t a l k  lm,;incs.; \Y i t h  the  l imbs 
u f  t h e  h 1Y .  I nstead of goi ng straight 
tu t h e  p o l i ce.  the Yah·e company man 
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pouh-poohed the probabi l ity of \Yil
bem's shooti ng h im . 

" Stage conYnsati(ln, l guess "-and 
h e  l aughed. 

One afternoon-a month after his en
counter w ith \V ilbern ouhi cle the tel e
graph-oll1ce - ( ;rant h ai led Guitloni on 
t h e  corner of \Yavnc :md Bruad St reets 
as the latter 's rh;u !'fcur, heed fu l  of the 
st reet crowd's eric:;, steered the quarry
man's auto t�J the curb and there brough t 
it to a standsti l l .  

The day wa:; cmissin� of the fragrance 
o f  "· inter. Crystal -d ear ant! electrical ly 
co l d , it \Yas such a day as stir� into the 
open the fu l l -I J J oocled and charges them 
w i th th e  l i fe-ze :'t . 

A fire batt al ion chief had hissed by 
in h i s  steam runabout. I n  his  track 
came the chemical ::mto-\Yagon aml hose
carri age of Company 1 0, and th en its 
eng i ne-w ith a l ittle dog bark ing at the 
hol·ses and a swarm of youngsters sprint
ing over its spark-strewn course. 

E l ectric cars ,,·ere !Jrahd. The curi
ous of the neighborh ood , hustl i ng from 
stores and offices, packed the corners at 
the i ntersect ion of the stn·cb namecl . 
The lone patro l man stationed there hat! 
an able-bodied man\ max imum of \\·ork 
-trying at once to pre�s sightseers back 
and

· 
to Lhunt vehicles out ol the path of 

the fi rc-u wch incs. 
A s  G rant aml Guid.mi ,  \Y ith a hearty 

vigor, clutched h amb, Gu i i lon i , h appcn
i u •.; to ha 1 f  tum, c�w ght a glim !> '"--' of 
\Vi lbern < 'omi n g  du\Yi l  the 't<:ps of the 
u a t i onal hank across the wav. 

" I th i nk your friend of the footl ights 
i s  urging h im;;df in th is direction," Cui
doni observed , with a rap id ity of utter
�l !Kl' tlut �ecmccl to ht:tokcn some di s
qu ietude. 

\Vilbcrn had started across the street. 
He dodged an el ectric - car and ap
pro::�ch ccl them direct l y. 

" H o w  arc you ? " he snq)pctl out. 
}l e nodded ::�t ( �rant, and k1 lted.  

" How d'vc do ? "  C rant responded.  
" D o n ' t  :y:ou th ink i t  t i m e  f o r  you to 

sav a l i ttle more th an that ? "  \V i lbern 
11e.rily asked. 

Crant ans1n:rcd 1Yith an easy prompti
tude. " No. I 've no business with you, 
and I h aYcn' t any desire for another 
scene. Scenes make me s ick. You'll 
oblige m e if you pass on." 

'· l'�css on ? l " ll see you pass uut 
fi rst ! " 

in a flash, he th rw't h i s h an d  into h i s  
hal f-buttoned ,;ack coat - thrust i t ,  it 
seemed to (;u idun i , do wn i nto a pocket 
of l 1 i s waistcoat .  

A bo i n  a J1a,;h, c;u idon i rcalized t hat 
neither he nor ( ;rant bad a ghost of a 
ch ancc to grapple 1v i t h  \\" i l !Jcrn aml 
smo t h er h im up. 

" Look out , G ra nty ! " the quarryman 
excited l y  nied, and then threw h imself 
fiat on h i s  front. 

EYen as he dropped, be saw the stam
pede on a l l  sides of men, \YOJnen ,  and 
chi ldren, frantic \Yith th e dread of dan
ger. He saw the spurting of Hames. 
He heard the din of  shots-one-two
t hree. 

(; rant \Yh irlcd in a circle, ,,,·awd l ike 
a cr ipp l e suclde;1l y jostlt:d fr�m h is  
crutches, and reeled to t h e  gutter. 
There h e went t lo\Yll i n  a heap. l l i s  
clnhy h i t  th e asphalt iY ith a hol low clat
ter, and the report of another ,_;hot 
rapped Guidoni's car-r i ng ing t o  h im 
iYith the evi l accu:t u f  a soberly sent 
fi n ish er. 

1 I e sp rang from ]; is prone p(l>i it ion 
and rushed to the sicle o f  h is friend. 

I n  the torture of mortal hurts th� 
shot-torn Grant was drag1' ing h imsel f 
a l onu tl1e curl > . " Tmn· ,o h � ;rurgrlccl '-' "' '  b � 

d i stressfully, " I 've a l ung ful . Tel l my 
w i fe-" 

1\ bloody cough stopped h i s  u tterance. 
The corner patrolman by this t ime 

had reached \V i lhcrn. \V ith a blo w of 
h is bi l lv, he knocked a black ma";u:iue 
p i�tol l)ut of the newspaper man's

" 
hand 

anrl grip peel h i s  wri!'t. 
Then, to so;nc one in the crowd th at 

qu i ck ly th rongc:d round t he prostrate 
man. he cr ied : 

" ! Icy, neighLur. tclv] 'hone from th at 
clrug - store for the p o l i ce ambulance ! 
Quick ,  too : " 

The ambulance drew uu at 1 he scene 
of the shoot ing. T \ro pult�·l·mcn j umped 
from the driver's hox. 

( )nc of them, on the street jJatrol
man 's sign, rushed off a camera man \Yho 
was snapping p ictures of the sl aver and 
his 1· ictim. The other kept dear

· 
a space 

"·here l ay a quiet form , a l l  dust and 
dark-reel stains. 



678 TH E CAVAL l E K 

Grant, �!retched prune on the gro und , 
had a lready breathed out h is l ife. 

v. 
" \VEL !., l got my man , and l d id n 't 

h i t  soft , " W i lbern ! J lw;tered out in the 
pol ice stat io n . 

Sergeant Katzenstein, who was then 
at the desk, wamecl h i m th at anyt h i ng 
he sa id wou l d  be used against h im. 

\V i l bern sm i l ingl y nodded to the re
porte.rs who had pu shed into t h e station . 
T i l l  a reserve ofiicer walked him to h i s 
cell  and out of sight, he carried h imse l f 
with al l  th e swaggering serenity that t h e  
publ ic s layer seldom fai ls  to affect. 

Like enrv other man, he had at least 
one 1Yinsom� qual ity and more than one 
friend, and the members of h is fami ly 
loved h i m clear l y . They, with h i s  
friends, reta ined for ! t i s  clefeme a s t a ff  
o f  sp lend id counsel .  headed hy Stat e 
Senator ll anion. 

The Peop le, in p ro1· i ng pn:medit at ion 
at the trial,  i ntroduced a letter that \\" i l 
bern had wr i tten before the shooting t o  
l\T iss Ina Grant. a n iece o f  the murdered 
man. It was ripped up that her father 
and the vah·e company man, though 
blood brothers, had been vindirt in po
lit ical foes, and that the ir fami l ies met 
onlv on terms of war. Every one \Yon
cler�d whv " Your true friend, Vi ctor. "  
h ad tossed off that  letter. 

Senator H anion nenr for an instant 
saw an acqu i ttal i n  prospect .  \Vhen t he 
j urors were bei n g p icked, he jockeyed 
into the box one J ames ( · .  \\'h ite. a gro
ceryman, \Yh o-t he l aiY)"er knel\", from 
Jll·il·ate i n t e l l igence-h e l d  a prejud ice 
aga inst capital punishment. 

T hroughout th e trial he addressed 
h imself to the task o f  pack i ng that man's 
head with mi:o;gi,· ing:o;. The acceptance 
of ·w h ite hy the prw;ecntion marked 
H an lon'� first success at the trial-and 
his l a st . 

\Yi l hnn 11·as convicted i n  five m i nut es .  
Then f ollo1Ycd a scene sad ! \· u n l ike 

the scene dosi ng the frontier <irama o f  
\\' i lbcrn's men tal arrangement. At the 
price of  Grant's I i cense to l ive. the 
showv. romantic-minded Vick had in
du lged his  greed for that " business " 
11·hich, i n  the p l ayhouse. usual ly is ac
companied hy a passage o f  agitated 
music. He had eaten of the glory of 

k i l l ing a fell01v man before an audience 
that would have o\·erfl.OII"ecl the balcony 
o f  an ordinary theater. Yes, he had 
starred h i mself,  hut when be h eard Judge 
Agnew pronounce sentence, locking him 
up for l i fe. every memory of the lively 
attention he had drawn t o  h imsel f \Yent  
dead. 

Cou l d  h e  pleasurably posture in the 
get-up o f  a 1va l led-in bad actor ? The 
sel f-put quest ion w ilted his nerve. H is 
k nees sank. and he nied l ike a ca l f . 

V I. 

S E x A ToR H A x w x ,  IYh o  had fought 
ably and faithfu l ly for h im, went with 
him to h i s cel l .  A l l  the wav from the 
cou rt-room the Senator cl;agged h i �  
brains t o  gett ing up a com fort ing by
,;peech . 

" You're not desperate at heart, 
Vit ·k," he said, intimate � \· l ean i ng h i s  
mas:iin·, frock-coated fran; e aga inst the 
bars of the double steel cage, " and i t  
grieves me t o  sec you u p  against it  l ike 
this. 1 te l l  y(Ju, old fcl l <m, I strongl y 
think there's somet h i ng to that notion of 
the ancient Romans-that the gods have 
i t in for U:i an d do th eir best t o  make a 
t orment of our ! ins. and that death 
alone foi l s  them.  :\ hurr i ed notice o f  
th i ngs almost u uconrs i t  as a respect
able p ropos i t i o n .  Suppo se i t  so. I t  
11·ould be vain t o  storm a t  these gods o f  
gr i s l y lurk.  Goodness onh· kno11·s, i t 's  
,·ain to buck Fate." 

· 

\Vi lhcrn eyed him s i l en t l y. I t  wa;; 
now past sunset . :\ l u rdercrs' Ro11· was 
gray i n  the fad i n g l igh t : but l i a u l o n .  
peer i n g  through the hars, d i scerned in 
\\" i l hem's pa l l id Lwe a set expression of 
i l  1 -d isposit ion.  

" Yon l1acl o n l y  the average man's 
b u nd l e  o f  \Yonclep; and queer qual i t ies," 
the Senator granly  11·cnt on, soften ing 
up w i th en•ry \\"()]" ( [ .  " and i f  I didn' t  
succeed i n  magn i fy ing them i nto mani
fest at i o ns of insan i t y, I at least fi lled 
t l 1e  j urors w i th the fear of going too far, 
and so saved vnu from t h e  vo l ts-eh . 
Vick ? ' '  

· 

" You d i d  bean,;, 1·ou did : " \\" i lbern 
snarled out, regarclirig the Senator with 
h a l f-shut, sul len eyes. " The others got 
by on the insanity plea, ancl I turned my 
trick as they turned theirs-with as much 
crazv hnl rfness-with as much sudden 
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p :-�ssion . I ' m  here because my chief 
counsel is a copy o f  a bum lawyer. You 
and your gang of fou rth -rate brain 

st orm sha rps made the most of n oth i ng. 
You made a mess of everyth ing." 

H an lon, in the w h i l e  it took \V i lhcrn 
t<J decl are h imself, had been meclitatinl y 
tapp ing h i s  knee 1v ith his  h i gh silk h at . 

N o 11�, l i fting th e h a t  to l1 is h ead. h e  
turned o n  h is heel.  H e, ll(J\YeYer, fetched 
a dead about-face, and aga in fronted the 
man-killer. 

There was a tinge of scarl et in th e  
Senator's cheeks, but n o  heat i n  his  tone. 
" I 'm not goi ng to upset a wagon- load 
o f  abusive ep ith ets on you, Vick," he 
said, " because you can't get at  me-and 
I 'm a man. But I wi l l l et you know 
just what put you here-if you h aven' t  
already doped i t  out." 

" Sing on , " \Vi l hern glum ly mumbled. 
" N othing you say can outrival the 
scolding old Agnew dropped from h is 
perch . " 

" That's so," the Senator agreed, and 
h e  fumbled w ith his gloves . Then, l ike 
a wh ip-crack, came this question from 
h i m : " \Vhat kind of fi ction have you 
been llsed to stock i n g up on ? " 

\Vilhcrn ans1vercd nothing. 
I n  the way o f  a man ruminating as h e  

talked, " Y o u  IYrote a letter to Ina 
( ;ra nt , " H anlon recommenced. " Did 
any one guess the purrHJse o f  t h at p la y ?  
N o-hut I d o  i n  this minute-when it's 
too late to usc in your defen se . N ow I 
h i t upon i t s  cle�patch as a mon by you 
on the certaint y th at , \\-ere you to l ug 
i nto th e a lTa i r a youn g lad y o f  engaging 
appearance and manners, :;he'd lend the 
e<1sc color." 

The Senator cont inu ed. with neither 
sign nor hOUnd o f  ,;piteful sarcasm : 

" Vick, you mi ght han� been less the
atrical, but vou \Yould h ave been consid
crccl more · scriom·, ly if you h a d sent 
Grant po ison and ]aiel lm1· 1vL � n  it 
humped him off. Th at would have been 
businessl ike, h owever, and the hu:;iness-

like side newr appealed to you. You 
were so an :-.:iuus to as:,ume a dramatic 
part that you didn't kaYe yoursel f a 
si ngl e !onplwk. For that  matter, yuu 
never l i \-cd for yourse l f. You l iHd to 
be a spectacle f(;r ot her:;, and whenever 
no one 11 �ts a ttc!Hl iug to you or to your 
words, you 1n�re m i ,;erahle. The fel l ow 
most conspicuous is the fcllo1Y that's i n  
t h e  bi .�:.;::.'t hubbub. Y o n  L mnd th at 
out, awl you determinedl y  scared up a 
disturh�ll ll'L'. \'ou 1vou l tl h aye gotten 
that n i ne hundred [rom poor Grant i f  
you hadn't  fol lmvecl your p l ay - acting 
bent. It ,,�as yours up to the hour when 
yon grossly in:;ultcd him and h e  stung 
you. Uy that time, you had bounced 
and bragged be fore t h e  ga l leries so often 
-you had been �o busy on the job of 
keeping 1wl l  w ith in the ,;potl ight-that 
you had queered your every chance for a 
payment from th e cleccnt man you wan
ton ly :;!lOt to death."  

I l anlon took out a handkerchief and 
wiped his  l ip s. As a tacit invitation to 
\Vi lbcrn to say someth i ng, the lawyer 
all01n•cl a pause. 

W i l l >cm said noth i ng. E ither he was 
speechless in the stul 'or o f  desp a ir, or 
was. for once, simp ly at a l oss for words. 

" H owever," H an lon , soft-spoken and 
unrut1lcd, del ivered t h i s  as a belated ex
postulat ion, and not as a taunt, " you've 
enj oyed yourse l f. I thiilk you enjoyed 
your 0 11�n tria]-s,J many people behel d  
and hearcl you. "  

H an l u n  shook h i s  h ead , as "�oul d  a 
man saddened at a folly begotten in a 
fret for mere d ramati c demonstrations. 
" J 'o t!tilllc that you ·r,· 'i.,•/icre you arc [J,,_ 
((1/f.\'C _1'011 /i/.:cd flit •  fim,:-lig/it ft 'O 1L'e/f! " 

\Yith th<Jt he began to hack mvay. 
" Your single consolation -- well ,  Vick, 
w h i l e  th ere's l i fe there's hope. So long." 

A Yol l ey o f  curses and ugly character

i:-:at iUl i S  from \\" i l hcrn, and-
" Th ese stage performers ! " the Sena

tor muttered a:; h e  tramped clown the jail 
corridor. 

FRl E N D S H I P. 

Nor gi ft,;, nor earnest p raise, n or ki ndl y  IYOrcl�, 
Nor L'Hn clo I ask you r helpi ng hand. 

'I'  h e  S\Ycetcst th ing between your 1 ife and mine 
b just to feel somd101Y you understand . 

A rt lz ur TVallacc Pcaclz.  
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A S E R I A L  S T O R Y .  

C HAPTER X n .  
TH C: C H A S E .  

l\ 1  A :\ 1  B E R L  Y had awak
ened in his room at 
W i ldwood . It was n i ght, 
and the darkness and s i
l ence declared unmistak
ablv th at the hour "·as 

not early in t h e  evening. 
" \\"h a t  the deuce ? " he said, fi llell 

with a dim knowl edge t h a t  for h im a 
stitch had been dropped somewhere in.  
the fabric of  time. 

Then with  a bew i ldering rush it a l l  
came back to him : t h e  search for the 
J apanese ; the fight,  and the coming of 
Betty Leighton ; and-yes. h e  had ac 
tual ly told her, alone w i t h  her there i n  
t he  leafy seclusion, that he  Im·ed h er : 
and she - more wonderful st i l l ! - h ad 
given h i m  to und erst and that  there ,,·ere 
conditions w hich m i ght n:ncler h i s  case 
not h opel ess . \\'hat  \vere those con
dit iom ? Oh. yes : h e  recal l ed them, 
marvel ing that  i1e cou l d h an· fo rgotten.  

Then he remembered that h e  and Bet
t y  Leigh ton, with J ack H av i land and 
Teague :\I c\ l p in . had set  out t o  return t o  
"W i l dwood, L i o n e l  B o r d e n  not h a v i n g  ap
peared ; t hat he had IH:Til  seized w i t h  a 
faintness on t he way. had been put to bed 
as soon as the h ouse was real·h ed. and 
th at a young doctor \YllO \\·as nne of t h e  
guests had g iHn h im a sl eep ing potion. 

N ow b e  knew \\·by b e  had fdt so queer 
on waking. A nd yd it cl id  not seem t h a t  
the  effect of  t h e  slecp in g  pmH!er shou l l l  
make h i m  fel'l so weak and d izzy "·hen 
he l i fted h im�df on h i s  elho\\· to l ook out 
of the \\· .inclow cl ose hv his  bead, or make 
his  neck throb so p a i 1; ful ly and h is head 
feel so h i g anrl hot .  

Pondering t hus, h e  reached t h e  conclu
�ion that he had been really h urt in h i s  
encounter w i t h  th e J apanese, and was 
unly now rea l izi ng the fact ; he  had been 
qu ite unaware of it dur ing those palpi
tat ing moments when he tol d Betty 
I .eighton that he JoYed h er. That ha�l 
been a sucldcn and rash th ing to do, 
under all  the circumstances : fools rush 
in w h ere angels fear t o tread ! But 
t here are t imes \Yhen the fol lv of  fools 
is j ustified. and they reap t lie rewards 
which come to the doers o f  bra\·e deeds. 

Thoughb l ike these, gal loping through 
Tom Amberly's t i red brain \vi t h  a speed 
w h ich would h ave put to shame the fleet
est gait e\·er l 1eatcn out by the iron h oo fs 

o f  the Red K n ight .  were brought to a 
j o l t i ng h a l t  hy tbc sound o f  yoices on t h e  
veranda near h i s  \Y indo\Y. T here steal 
t h y - footed mcn .  coming together a s  i f  by 
chance, h ad hL·gu n t o  talk i n  ]0\Y tones. 

The d isco\·e·;.,. \l'h ich crumbled Tom 
Amber ly ' s thoughts, and caused h im to 
s i t  bolt upright.  was that  the chief 
speaker was Borden and that  the other 
was one of the J apanese. The brief t alk 
began i n  what .\ mherly supposed to be 
J a pane,;(•. hut it sll if ted to English, athl 
then hack an(l forth .  Amberly got only 
snaps o f  i t ; but an electric l i gh t  seemed 
to have been s\\· itc h cd on in h i s  brain 
so t h at the fc 1,. \Yords h e  hl·arcl told Yo!-
UI11eS. 

Borden h �1 c l  l"l'a,·11 cd t l 1 c  h ouse later 
th an Am! Jcrly"s party. just h ow much 
l ater  \Y8s not dc�1 r ; hut it \\'as clear that  
t h ere h a d  l >cc·n a meet ing between h i m  
and t h is Japanese n o t  long be fore, anrl 
that this  prc,.;cnt meet i ng had come about 
through a w i sh on the part o f  the J apa · 

nese for a fnr t h n  word or t\YO of ex
p lanation.  Bo rden gnJ\\·kd something 

* This story began i n  THE ScRAP BooK-Second Section-fer September, 1908. 
6 -'o 
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about the danger of a talk there. though 
he foieemed not to be aware that he \Ya� 
so close to Tom Amberly 's w i ndow . 

After a moment ,  Amberl y  was ginn 
further i n formation. One of the J apa
nese had found the traveling-b:-tg-\Yhen, 
how, or where did not appear-but ! Jc  
had set out for Washington \Yith it.  e:-.:
pecting to find Borden there. and deliver 
it  into his hamk 

Borden, on the veranda. was in :1 hurry 
to leave the house, as he intended to get 
a train which was nearly due and post 
back to \V ashington. \Vhat the J apane'e 
wanted to know now was in \Yhat \Yay 
he could serve the Englishman t here at 
\V ildwood. Even in that hurried. \Yh is
pered e:-.:change o f  IYords, it  '"a' clear in 
how high regard these J apanese held 
Lionel Borden as the secret represent a tive 
of the 1\rikado i n  th is country. They 
stood eager and ready to aid him bmY
enr they m ight. for the p ower and glory 
of N ippon. 

Tom Amberly was out of bed :-tn d  
dressing hastily as  soon as  Borden and 
the J :-tpanese had left th e veranda. On<·c 
more he forgot his dizzy head a nd l 1 i s  
weakened con d i t ion.  H e  w a s  re:-tdv in  
three minutes, and r:-tn from his rom11 t n 
the stairway without stopping to rou-;e 
J ack H avibnd. Dim l ights burned on 
the stainv:-tv and in  the hal l s ; he \Yent 
down in great bounds. There \Vcre 
bright l ights and the sounds of voices 
i n  the bil l iard-room. \Yhere th e c l ick of 
balls told him men \YCre p laying la te : 
and the front hall .  too. \l'<b bri gh t h· 
i l luminated. 

Rushing through the great doon1·ay 
and the portico, Amberly ran out.  An 
automobi le had clashed away. and was 
roaring through the wood road. From 
near at hand came a crunch o f  whc<:b. 

and he  saw J immy M inot swing up t h e  
graveled drive with  h i s  tandem .  I I 
would take t ime to rouse a chauffeur and 
get an automob i l e  from the garage, or a 
horse from t h e  stabl es. 

" M inot," Amherly called. " could 
induce you to get me to the station i n  
double-quick ? I want t o  make that 
train, and you're a good driver. I f  I 
weren't in a devil of a hurry, l wouldn ' t  
trouble you." 

Thus addressed, T immv �Iinot sat 
more erect and drc\1; hack proudly on 

the rein-;. He  was a good drin'r, and he! 
kne w it. and l iked to have p eople say so. 

" i\ not her fellow in a dev i l of  a hurry, 
eh ? " h e sa id w i t h a l augh . " Yes, I 
guess 1 can ; but it wi l l  take quick work. 
;md t hese horses are a bit blown, you see. 
Been oHr to \Vh itewater Bridge with a 
l itt l e· party ; t hey're to stay at the i nn 
t here uvent ight,  hu t l thought I ' d  run 
hack . ll op in ; \Ye haven't any time to 
l ose. l [ you miss it. though, t h ere's an
o t h e r  along in t wo hours. ' '  

Tm) lwi.Hs : The loss o f  that  much 
t im e  \Yould he fat a l .  

T o m  A m l w r l y  jumped in .  
" Dr i n· o n ! "  he said. " I t  \vi l l  be  

the  bi ggest t h ing you could enr do  for 
me. l\I inot, if you can get that tra in . 
\\'ith hard driving. \Ye'l·e barely got 
time." Then he laughed mirthl essly. 
' ' Too had l can't offer vou monev for 
t h is, :\ l inot ; you don' t  n�t·cl mnne\:. un
l.or t u natelv ."  

" Fortuiw t e l y, you mean,"  s:-ti cl :\ [  i not 
wi th  a complacent chuck l e, p lucking up 
the reins . " The poor dev i b  \vho do 
n eed m oney are the ones \Yl t O  arc un for
t u nate ."  Then he added : " Th a t ' s  Bor
d e n .  isn't  it, ahead of us, in the auto ? 
I passed him,  and I thought he was go 
i n g  to run me down : his  ckm ffeur "·as 
dri1·ing the old machine for a l l  it \Yas 
11·onh . B\· t he Lon] I I arrv. "·hen thev 
went hy nie. I thought they \\·ere going 
t o  l l'ar nut that stone po;;t \Yhere the 
d r iHIV<W sw in g-; into the roac1. Thcv'rc 
go i ng s(nne. \'ou can ]war em rna1:ing 
t h rough the \voods now."  

I I i s  w h i p  snapped and h i s  horses 
] d nngcd ahead , racing round the scmi
· · i r< · l e  of the w ide clrive\\·av.  i\ s thev 
1 nok the dark road wh i ch ]; l unged in l ;l 
the  \VOO<ls. the g ra\'C l flc\Y. Then t h e  
s i n n n u s  r o a d  l a y  be fore t h e m .  summer
scen t ed i n  t h e  nnhky n i p;h ! .  and the 
,,· Jwcls wh i rred l u st i l y under t h e  stars.  

J immy :\ l i not was i n  his clement. An 
< ' \ Clb<'-an v  old  e .\cusc-f.n· clever an<l 
d :t r i 1 1 g  d riving \\'as what h e  l iked. The 
m ;mtwr in  11·hirh he swung his tandem 
tedm round t h e  curves in the darkness 
m i g h t  h ave brought a protest from anv 
pas-;enger le;;s an:-.:ious for top speed than 
was Tom i\mberlv. :\ f inot carried a 
l ight,  and there was starlight ; but even 
so, the way was dark in p laces, where 
t h e  trees pressed close together . 
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Tom Amberly struck matche :;, w�1 ic�1 
sucked and flared out, and looked at h is  
watch from t ime to tim e ; l i�tenu\ through 
the c l atter of hoofs, through the �11ap of 
..\ I inot's 11·hip and the m;t p o f  s1\· i �hing 
branches, for sounds o f  the auto ahead, 
and fur the whist le  of  the com ing train. 
N ow and then he asked J immy i f  he 
could get on a l itt le faster. 

" You're sure no qui l ler ! "  1\l inot 
shoutecl back. " Y ou're bou11<l to break 
the record, or break our necks and ki l l  
the horses. But I ' ll get you there. J ust 
h ang on." 

The whip snapped, and the galloping 
horses flew faster than ever. 

Then across the \Yoodsy d istance came 
the sound Amberly dreaded to hear-the 
whistle of the train, and the station sti l l  
a long d istance away ! 11 inot heard i t ; 
his lash swung out, and he yel led to h is 
horses l ike a cowboy. I I  e was drunk 
with the excitement of doing this thing 
he llwecl to clo more than anything else 
-drive l ike a wild man or a maniac, 
regardless of roads ancl cmJseqm�ncc·s. 
Amberly was toosecl to and fw, as the 
wheels fairly left the ground at times. 
He had to hold on with both hands. But 
the speed was not too great for his anx
ious haste. 

They heard the shri l l ing steam-escape 
and the chugging of the eng ine at the 
station, the rattle of trucks and trunks ; 
the lights o f  the station flashed before 
them, anrl the train \\· ith its broadside of 
half-light·ed windows. At one end of the 
platform stood the automobile that ha,l 
borne L ionel Borden ; the chau iTeur was 
waiting to see i f  any one was to he taken 
over to \V i lcl wood. 

" \V e're going to make i t ! " 1\1 inot 
yelled, his wh ip crack ing resolut ion.  

But-the puffing bark of  the  engine 
was heanl ; the row of l igh ts began to 
n10ve. 

Tom A mherly matle ready to jump out 
and run for the tra in when the horses 
stopped. He balanced him�el f and 
struck the ground with a thud as the 
tandem swung round to a standsti l l .  It 
was a 11" i ld da,.:h he made, and he fairl y  
hurled himself  at the last car, though 
it was vestibuled ; but i t  whisker! past 
him. l-I e stood, confused anrl dazed, 
staring as it z ipped ancl clanked do1i·n the 
sh in ing rails. lie had mis;;r:d i t ! 

" Too bad ! " shouted ::\I inot. " Just a 
m inute too late. But lYe made a great 
try fur i t . "  

His h01·ses \I" ere steaming and panting . 
Truly, ::\.1 inot had done his  p art. 

Out on a s iding a doddering oiL! 
switch-engine \Ya;; fussing lazily back anLl 
forth. The sight of it gave Amber ly an 
i nsp i rat ion . l i e  ran i nto the telegraph
office. T h e  next moment he was demand
ing of the telegrapher that the switch
eng i ne be run out on the main track and 
p laced at his  d i ,;posal and the disappear
ing pas�enger-train h el d at the next sta
t ion. 

The telegrapher 11·as accustomed to the 
eccentric demands of \VilchYoocl guests, 
and lacked enthusiasm. 

" See here," he said as a squelcher, 
" i t ' l l  cost you a thousand dollars to do 
that, do you know i t ?  " 

A long, flat pocketbook came out of 
Amberly's coat-pocket, and he began to 
count out some big bills ; whereupon the 
telegrapher started . 

" Say, 1 hawn't any authority to do 
that ! " he protested . 

" I didn't suppose you had," said Am
berly ; " but the men above you have, and 
I want you to know that I mean business. 
I ' m  going tn have that engine, if 1 have 
to buy it. \V i re ..\1 unlock, the general 
passenger-agent-he knows me. Tel l 
h im I must have that engine and have 
the train held, and that I ' l l  stand for the 
bilL \\"hatever it is ." 

H e  scribbled his name and address on 
a card and shoved i t  to the telegrapher. 

" I-I ustlc this ! " 
\Yh i l e  t he telegrapher \Yas putt ing the 

wire t hroufih , Aml 1erly went out and in
spected the s\Yitch-engine. I t  seemed to 
be an olcl ratt l etrap , h u t  it  was better 
than noth ing-and all he could get, i f  
he could get i t .  O n  the way, h e  tarried 
to speak to J immy 1\ l inot, \Yh o  was wa it
ing, le,.;t A mherly should be obl iged to 
return to \Vildwnod after all .  

" I t' s  a 1 1  right," said  the telegrapher, 
IYhen Amherly came again into the office. 
" 1 got ..\Iun\ock, and he says it's a l l  
r ight ; you can have the  engine, and the 
trai n 11·i l l  be held five minutes for you 
at the next stat ion. That old switch
engine i s  a scrap-heap, but i t  can sti l l  
go, all right, and I guess you can d o  it ." 

He came out of the office, and with 
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Amberly walked hurriedly owr to th e 
switch--engine, wh ere he del i nred the or
der i n  person. 

H aving brough t h is engi ne out upon 
the ma in track, w it h Tom Amherlv i n  the 
cab, t h e  engineer gave the old ;, scrap · 
heap " a l l  the steam she could carry. 
Amberly had ridden in an engin e -cab be
fore, in the \\'est, where the mountain 
curves th rew the eng in e about in a fr i gh t
ful manner. This  was a dupl icate of 
that experience ; for while the road-bed 
was i n  exce l lent condition, th e sw i tch 

eng ine was not. But i t  held to the rai l s. 
screaming i t s  wh i st le through the n igh t 
at the frequent crossings. and trod do,vn 
the gleam ing raib in wild,  exh i larating 
fli ght . 

But s\v i ftly as th e  old engine ±led, it 
went none too fast to sui t  Tom Amber ly. 
though t h e  eng ineer and fireman, covert
ly watch ing h im, \Yere expect ing him to 
show the \vh ite feat her aml urge a speed 
less reckless. Amberl y ' s only fl.'ar was 
that the five m inutes of grace i n  wh ich 
the train was to be he ld \vould not be 
sufficient. H e  showed h is increasing 
anxiety by holding h i s  watch in h is hand 
under the cab l ight as t h e  eng i ne tore 
on, consulting it a lmost e\·ery Sl.'co nd as 
the station was approached. 

The l ights of the to\vn flashed into 
view, and Amberl y felt a sigh of rel ief 
\Yhcn he behel d the ruddy l i gh t on the 
rear o f  the waiting train .  W ith a squeal 
of i ts  wh ist l e . the rod;: i ng sw i t ch -eng ine 
began to � low clown . a n d  came to a stop 
j ust beh i nd the train.  As Amberlv 
swun g  clown from the cab he �D.\\' th.e 
impatient conductor wa lk ing to and fro 
on the plat form, ex asperated at the de
l ay. From sen·ral \\· in clmvs passengers' 
heads werc being pokl.'<l. and questions 
as to the cau se of t h e  wait wnc being 
asked. 

Fearing t h a t  the h cacl of the Eng l ish 
man \\'as in one of those windows. Tom 
Amberlr darted to th e other �ide of the 
train a1;d made his \Yay al ong u n t i l  h e  
found an unYestibu l ed coach and coul d 
enter. The conductor had seen h im .  and 
t h e  train began tu mu,·c. But, a fter en
tering. Amberl y "·alked back unti l  he 
came to the parl or-car, beh ind w hich 
were the sleepers . Taking a b it  of risk ,  
he made sure t h a t  h i s  guess w a s  righ t by 
l ooking i n - Lionel Borden was in t h e  

parlo r-car, a nd , fortun�l t e l y  for t he plan-; 
of Tom Amberlv, was at t h e  momen t 
p eer i ng out t h ro�1gh h is "·i nduw. A m 
herly drew back unolhl'l"\'l'll. and retreat
i ng i nto t h e  day coach, seated h imse l i  su 
that he coul d  watch t h e door of t he car 
in wh ich the E ngl ishman rode . 

A s  t h e train rol led on tu\l·ard \Vash · 
i ngt on . Amherl y had ampk t i me to 
i mag inl.' the astoni�l nncnt of J :1ck l ! av i 
land o n  d i scovering h i m go ne :' he h a d  not 
t hough t ,  n o r  h a d  t ime, t o  l l'a\'e a word 
uf ex p l anat ion for h i s  o l d  fr iend . H is 
m ind

. 
turned t o  Hetty Le i gh ton . and to 

J : " rdcn. a ml ran Ya !_,(ul'ly ahea d , quc�
t ioning the outrome of this  ach·ent ure. 
l. flPL'nnost was the �tern determ i nat ion 
tu checkma t L' l lonkn and n·cover the 
a erop lane mode l . 

I t  \\·as  long past midnigl 1 t  wh-en the  
t rain pu l l ed into \\'ash ington. Qu iet l y 
sh adm1· ing the E nglishm�1n.  Ambcrly 
s:l\Y h im lean: the stat  ion au d enter a 
c:t ! J . I I  c: took :moth er. instructing the 
dr i \·c·r to k eep the fi rst i n  s ight. if  pos · 
s ib le  without attract ing <1 l t L·n t  i t Jn .  

Borden seemed 1 10t  t o  :euspL'll that ! J ,: 
wa-; bei ng f<>l lO\H:d ,  t h ough h is cab \YCnt 
along a t  a rat t l i n g par·c. I ts course 
astoni-;hecl Tom Amberl y . l t  stopped 
li nal l �·. n o t  before Bor d en ' s  i mposing 
lod gi ng-.. but in a shabby st reel. bdore 
a shabby hotbe . .  \ m!Jcrh· · ,  c:l l l  dro\"c 01 1 
past, yet Amber l y :<1 ''" 

·
Borden go up 

the steps and rap o n  t he door 'Yith his 
glon·rl knuck l es . 

J ust around t h l.'  cnnH:r .-\ mbniy got 
out .  

' '  \\"ait for me h ere. " i l l' said.  g i \· in .:.; 
t h e dri,·er a b i l l .  

/\ s  h e  t urned b:tck. he saw Borden 's 
rab d i:;ap pcar i ng up t h e street. A bent 
negro "·as sh uffl i ng along t h e  sidc\Yalk. 
Borden h ad van i�hecl into t h e  h ousl' .  
,\ mberly l ost no t im e  in  p u t t ing h imsel f 
1 \(' forc the door \Y h i ch ! t ad :H lm i t tcd the 
E u 1�l ishman.  

The cruc ia l moment h a d  a rr iYed, anrl 
\\·hat to do puzz led h im .  I i IH· k nocked . 
h l' m i gh t not he adm i t ted : a l ld <?Yen i f  
h e  gained acce's t o  the lwu'c h e  m ight 
he thrown ou t , or. in any C\Tllt ,  not l Jc 
ahl� to get h i s h ands on the t raYe l i lL·.;
hag an<l the model . He coul d not ex
pect to be perm it ted t o  r:u-r,· them off 
w i thout a protest. Cert a inlv  the si tua 
t ion c :! l l erl for c:uefnl  h and (i ng . 
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l i e saw that t h e  h ou�L' v.- as l o w ,  w ith 
t 1\"U stories. Th e front IYas dark, as 
\Ye re the hou�e� wh irh ilanked it .  The 
neigl thorh oud 11·as poor, and had the 
qua l i t ies of a IH.:gro SL:ction, as he j u dge d 
it to bl: ; he did 110t ren1emller h a v i ng 
ht.:cn t here before. I t  \Y::ts appan:nt that  
t h e  J ap anese who h ad brought the aero
planL: model t o  \Vashi ngton, lwviu;; 
found that  the E n g l i slnuan IYa,; not a t  
h i s  apartments, had l m rro11·ed ::t11·ay i n  
th is  p l ac e  w h i l e  w a i t i n g  to h e ::t r  f ro m  
h im. 

At one �ide o f  the h ou�e "·�1s a dark 
open ing, with a gate. .\ ftcr a nwmcllt 

of h esita tion Amherly tried t h is gate, and 
w h en i t  did n ot yield quic-kly,  sprang 
Oi'tr, to ii nd h imself in a narrow, black 
p a ssage between t h e  d ingy buildings. 
Some 1wgroes passed the Ol H :: i l ing a s Am
ber l y d is�lppeared, an cl he h eard t h em 
stop and then go on aga in,  t al k i ng. Tk:n 
he t urned earnest ly to the work in hand. 

T h reading t h e  narrow w ay,  h e  came to 
the rear or the house, w h ere there wa� a 
small yar<.l fi l led with broken l >utt l es and 
odds and ends. H ere he saw a dark door 
blocki nf' wh at \Yas evid·ently a stairway. 
\Vhat ��as more inv it ing, �; rusted fi re
escape cam e down to with in reach of h is 
hand>. 

He caught h o l e! of it and d rew l! imsd f 
up, and soon was cl i mll ing toward a w i n
dow which b e  sa w above h i m .  The sky 
was not brigh t, hut fro:n one o f  the 
h ouses c-ame �;ome sh a ft s  or l am p l ight,  
w h i c h  aided h im.  T h is l ooked a goml 
deal l i ke burglary, he kne11·, D nd i\mcri
can courh do not look k ind ly on that 
nffcnse ; but he put t hought s of conse
quences behi n d  h i m  and cl imbed on-so 
rap .i d l y  that soon h i s  nm;c was lh ttened 
;' ga i iJ,; t the panes o f  the w i ndO\Y, and he 
w as starin:: i nt o a d�trk aml d i rty h a l l . 
T h e  \Y indo�,. moved \Y l l l'n he t r ied .i t .  a n t !  
h e  pthltc·d i t up �m tl n a 11 · led in,  f o r  l1e 
h ad cnu;.;h t t lw ,. ;ound of 1·o i res-and one of them \\·,�s Burden's. 

Sud<.le n l y  h e  stopped and sh rank a g;t inst  
the wall as a l i ;�ht  Ha,-lll'd th rough a 
doorwav :�nd a man ,·arue out carry i n g  a 
l amp. 'i ' lw man l':;1s ;1 sl ippcrctl < > r icnta I 
i n  a g::trmcnt of flow i t i g  ycl !ml'. Then 
the voirc of l:orclcn l n·oke heav i l y  :tn t !  
explosivel y ; he w a s  cursi n g  the J a j.Ja :wse 
for h iding in :;uch :1 lwk for not kevping 
t h e  tr�n·eling-ha:c; a l i\·ay:; at hi-; hanu ; 

anathem a t izing h im, too,  for not having 
a l ight i n the lo11Tr h a i l-a i'a i l ure 1;:hich 
had cau:;ed Bmden to st ul ll h k and hark 
h i s scns i t i 1·e sh i l h . 

Then the voice o f :1 negro woman was 
:�ddcd, demand ing 11· h �1 t  the " gcmma n " 
mt:ant by m ak i ng such a " h owdy-do " 
at that time of n i g h t .  

" \Vlw's gw ine sl eep in dis  !wah lwtbC 
.d you a l l  done kick up s i c h  a helly
haloo ? " she dem a nded petulant l y. 

" Be s i lent, good 11·om�l l l ! " urged Bor
(Ln, and t hrew her a c o i n .  

A ml>crlv heard t h e  c o i n  j ingl e and. 
heard her ·snamhlc (or it. 

The woman came out,  passing the J ap
ane�c, who 1vas returning with the !Jag. 
i\mherly, in the shadow by the  winuow, 
;;:J.W i t  all dbtinctly.  The J apanese dis
ap peared l d 1ind the door, 1vh ich  \V�1 s  in
,.;tantl v c l o,;ed a nd l ockc·d.  

To;n A rn i wrly \Yas ldt standing i n  the 
darkncs,.; hy the w i ndo w, open beh ind h i m .  
T h e  ncgm;s s t i l l  l ingered in t h e  h a l l ,  be
yond the dour, gru m b l ing ami mutter
i ng, not at all mol l i fied by Hordcn ',; coi n .  

Amh:.:r ly hurried l t l \Yard h e r ,  stepping 
l i gh tly. A n d  a . .; he pas�ed the door the 
voices w it h i n  the room told him that, not 
l1 avi ng a key, Borden ancl the J apanese 
11·crc !i n c l ine;  trouble in st a rt ing the dam
a ged lod;. o f  the h�1 g. 

" !I nc ! "  he 1vh i ,.;pered a,.; the woman 
l 1 �d tcd ancl turnt:<.l toward h im .  

" I n de name cr ( ; a wcl, 11·h o  i s  el i -; ? "  
sh e qtwvcred. 

" N o matter," ;;a iel A mlwrly hurried l y ; 
· " here is a fi n · dnl l a r h i l l .  Run to the 

door there and tdl t he gent l eman inside 
that a man 11·a nh to see h i m  in the hall 
below. Say i t i s  . ;o i mport ::mt  tha t he 
must come at orH·c ."  

The woman crackled the s t i ff h i l l  in  
l ler  fi n gers :JI1Cl st areu at  i t .  i\m hcrly 
cou l ei h ear Borden a n d  t h e  J ap:mcse 
talk ing beyond the cluor, an cl he trusted 
tll :� t  the sotmcl of th e ir own \·oicc-; would 
keep them from hearing hi;; .  

" D o  it  a t  once ! " he said,  when the 
1roman h es i tat ed . 

" ! lnt dar a i n' no m :�n in de l m1-cr 
hal l ! " ;;he protested. 

" Tel l h i m  there i s, any\vay, and earn 
vour money : hurry ! " 
. Slle cru·n;p l ecl .the h i l l  and t hnt't i t  
into tl le ho:;om ol her dre,;;;, �md, ad
vancing to the door, r::1ppecl on i t  h eav i ly, 
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stoppi ng i nstan t ly the hum of  tal k . En
tering,  she d i d  not ol>serw that Amberly 
had follo1ved her. and �tuud c lose beh ind 
her, near the 11·a l l .  

Borden came to t h e  door a n d  inquired 
from i nside what t he IH>ma n wanted. and 
she delivered her message. .i\mberly had 
stepped quickly p�bt her, and 1ras no1Y 
near t he 1r i ndo 11· 1rhich had g iven him 
en trance . There he stood wrapped in 
gloom while the 1roman, i n  reply to Bor
den's h arsh obj urgat ion and i nqu i ry, re
peated her message w ith mul·h emphasis. 

The door was pulled open, and Bor
den came out. He was fu m i ng. l i e 
d i d  not know 1rhat t h i s  meant.  or who 
the visitor could be 11·ho i ns i � t e d  on see
ing him in the lcmer hal l .  But  he 
passed the woman. b idd ing hn fol l o 1r 
him, and demanding 1rh y  the house 1ras 
not better l i ghted . 

H e  had barelv reached the head o f the 
stairs before T�m A mherlv had crossed 
the space separating h i m  (rom the door. 
The Japanese h ad advanced to it, and his  
brown face appeared i n  the narrmY nark 
that emitted a beam of l ight ; he w as 
listening. Am ber ly hurled h inbe! f  against 
the door, push i ng ba,·k t he J apanese. and 
was i n  the room. 1rhcre  a l i gh t burned 
on a little table bes ide thl.' iden t it'a l ll·a l 
rus traveli n g-bag he sough t . 

The J apan ese bad t umb led hack iYard 
with a cry o f  alarm and frigh t as A m
berly rushed into tile room past him. 
Yet the now <lc;.;pcrate l y  dl'tnmined 
young man did nut hes i ta te . 1-I l:' was 
still ac t i ng on the impulse o f  the momen t . 
and thus act i n g he caught up t h e  tra,·l.'! 
ing-bag and started fur the door. The 
Japanese stretc heel f urt h a foot to trip 
him ; then with a yell  flourished a kn i fe 
\Y hich he p luchcl from h is tl lm i ng robe. 
He struck too l ate.  for Amlwrlv  wa-< a l -
ready at the o p e n  door. 

· 

Borden IYas com i ng bal·k, in formed by 
the ou tcry that  somethi n g  had gone 
wrong, and h e  ll'as at ti l l' t op o f  the stai rs 
a gain IYhen Amberly kapecl out into the 
hal l  and ran for t hl' 11· i ndow and the 
fire-escape. 

A round E ngl bh oath hurst from Bor
den's l ips, fol lowed qu ickl y by a sp i tt ing 
t ongue of fi re and a sharp explos ion . H e  
had recogn i zed Amberly. o r  recognized 
that the traveli ng-bag with it:; prerious 
burden was d i s: q >pc·ar in :.(. : :md i n  h i s ex-

c i tement and rage he had �"•h ipped out  
a revolver and 11r.:d. The bul kt cut  tht: 
windo1Y at the  side o f  A mhcrl y' s  hl'ad. 
j ust as h e  d i i'Ccl through to t h e  outside.  

Another shot sounded, and a bul l e t  
\l·histled ovn him as h e  dropped l i ke a 
monkey to the t1 re-escape and bega n to 
descend. S t i l l  another came from tlw 
11i ndow as his  feet struck tl 1e ground.  
But qu i te unscat hed be ran i n t o  t he nar
row passage b e t iiTCn the lwu-'es. and su 
ga in eel the street.  

This 11·as clesnted. but he heard y o i cc,; 
a nd t h e  creak of hoist i ng 11 i n d o 11·s. a J t d  
knew t hat t h e  reYoln:r s h o t s  h a d  drall' l l  
at tent ion . \\" i thout stopp ing t'I'Cn s o  
much a s  t o  l ook round h e  r:1 11 as fast a s  
he cou ld t o  t h e  cornl.'r, whe re: he h a d  i n· 
structed the cab to be held for h i m. I t  
11·as there ; but hdorc h e cou l d  gd i n to 
i t  Borden, t h e  cha ttering ncgr<>". and o t h 
ers, were in the ,; trcct hc-f< >rc t i le  lwusl.' 
he had left .  and n:.;nu n d i n g  fuotstq,.; 
" h O I\'Ccl that a l'l"O I\'CJ IYaS gat h<.:r i ng. 

Seeing and hear ing t hese th ing,; t h e  
, -abman hesitated. as Amhcr l y  rln: w open 
the cab-door and be gan to gt·t i n .  T h i ,  
l ooked suspiciously 

'
l i ke a

' burglary o r  
something o f  the  k i nd, and t he l ·au t i " u s  
cabby d i d  not IYant to g e t  into  troubl •,' . 
H e  h eard men run n i n g  t O IY a nl the c o r ·  
r w r  from i n  front of the sh: Jbl >v h uthc .  

' '  D r i 1-e on � " Amherlv cnmr"J Jandcd. 
There \vas th a t in .t l 1 c  t c :nc "· h ic h  

caused the  j ehu to nl> l.'V, a n d  t lwur··h 
Borden bo11: l ecl i nto v i c 11 . l ll' l J , m i � g  
l ust i l y  and ra i -;ecl t h e  cr y  o f  " S to i • 
th ief ! "  thl' 1vh i p  of t h e  cal mJ:l l l  snapped . 
ancl t h e  call  '':as  o ff ancl a ll"�!\·. 

But \vh en he hac! turned t.ll"o or t l n�.-c 
corn ers the cabmen drc 11· in .  

' '  \\"here t o ? ' ' he shouted . cockin g a n  
c a r  trnYard the sounds of puro;u i t . 

Tom Aml>nh· h ad been L' < >1h:dcr in .c: 
that.  

" Le t  nw r 'nt  l i en·. " lw rl'ljlll:stccl .  
He opened t h e: clopr h imse l f a'ld LapL'd 

clc>IYn .  Th� st rl'ct was un fam i l ia r. 
, ,  nriye to the Bal timore :llld T'ocomac 

!'lat ion as fast a,; 1·ou c :� n  g� > ."  he: said.  
" An.s\1·er IYh a t  1-i1u 11 i l l , , i t  nm are 
s topped ancl que.st i oncrl .  ,\ nd · here is 
:-;omet h i n g  to pay you." 

H e  held up a hill whose denominat ion 
made the cabman's eves shi ne. 

" Correct ;  and you're a gentleman ! 
I t ' s  rwm· n f  my funeraL and I don' t  w a nt 
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t o  know noth inf:( about i t ; but I 'm hopin' 
you get a way with the swag . " 

H e  whipped up briskly. driving 
straight ahead, ant! Tom Amberly ran for 
the covert o f  a clark a l ley ncar at hand. 

Less than five minutes aftcnvard a cab, 
which he was sure contained B onkn and 
the J apanese, went t lnmcl ering by, in  h o t  
ch ase o f  t h e  empty c a b  Hy ing now to1vard 
the di,;tant ra i hvav station. \\"ith a feel 
ing o f  grim sati�faction Tum Aml1�rly 
,:a w i t  pass. I n  his hand he he ld the 
traveling-bag. True, he clicl not kno w 
certainly that the aeroplan� model 11·as 
i n  it, but he bel ieved that it  1va�. and l1e 
had the immense satis fact ion of bel ieving 
that Borden had not been giv-:n even an 
opportunity to look at i t.  

" It 's  fighting t h e  devil with fi re ; and 
I 've 1von so far," h e  thought, as he con
' iclered his situation. " But the station 
1vi l l  be watched for me, and the r a i l lvay 
trains, and I ' l l  have to hide a ,,- bi le, or 
get to \Vi ldwood by some other way." 

Then he began to walk through the 
alley, seeking another street, pondering 
the means to continue his present success 
to the encl. 

C HA P T E R X V I I. 

THE  W I :-: C S  OF 1\L\ R S .  ���o�_I A M B E RLY had given surpri:;es, 
hut none greater than that which 
he himsel f  ren: ivc<l the  next day at 

Wildwood, a fter he had evaded Borden 
ancl arrived there sa fel v hv rail. H e  
h ad turned the prcciOt;s traw l i ng-bag 
over to Detty Lei ghto n. " i th an i nterest
ing and clra1�1at ic rec i t a l  of th e  manner o f  
its recovery-a recital which enabl ed h i m  
t o  s a y  some other things equa l l y interest
ing ; and he 1vas retel l ing the story, i n  
h i s  o w n  room, to J ac k  I I ;t v i  l a n o:l, ''" hen 
the surpr i se came. 

Chancing to go to h is c losct for a pack
age o f  ci gard l es in the  pocket nf a coat 
there, h e let the packa ge fa l l .  and in t ry
inc( to catch it as  i t  cl roppt:d. knocked 
it cinto a corner. He  hurro\';ecl for i t
and put his hantb on the l eg,; o f a man. 
The d iscovery gave him a dec ided start, 
but h e  grappled with the i ntruder, and 
1vhen the fellow was d ragged out he was 
discovered to he tl1c irlentical  J n pancsc 
last seen in  \\'nsh ington in ,;l ippcrs and 

yel lovr roLe, but now in  c\meric<ln c loth
ing. 

Forced into a chair, with J ack Havi
land squatting sm i l ingly in another and 
i-lourishing a big rc,·o lnT, the scarctl J ap
ancse expressed a w i l l ingne::s to ta l k .  
His command of Engl ish was good, and 
his story, in some parts, astonish ing.  He 
said that when Amberly cou l d  not he lo
cated in \Vashington n orden had sent 
h im on to Wildwood to get the trave l ing
bag at a l l  hazards if Ambcrly appeared 
t here w ith i t .  T o  tha t end h e  h a d  con
cealed himself in the closet. 

His confession rc1·ealed further that 
the chase o f  t he traveling-hag began when 
a member of the J apanese troupe of jug
gler s  at \Vilclwood overheard a talk be
tween two young \Yomcn \vhich gave him 
a know ledge of B orden's wi,;hc,; in the 
interests of J apan. Tha t had stirred the 
patriotim1 of the 1vho le band and created 
their determination to assist the English 
man, for they knew him and the position 
he held. 

A l l  this was crcdilJle.  The unbe l iev
able part was a statement that the travel
ing-bag which the J apanese took to Wash
i ngton he had found secreted carefully 
behind a s l iding panel of the closet in 
the room belonging to the young l ady 
whose unguarded talk 11acl fir,;t given the 
troupe their knowl edge. He bel ieved 
she had hidden it there to keep them from 
getting it .  H is description made it cer
tain that  t he room he mennt \vas Bettv 
Leighton\. -

Tom Ambcrl v denounced him as a l iar 
for thi . . ;  statc·mc-nt .  ,\nd a fter c�m t iouslv 
releasin g him, J ack I l a1·i lanll kickc·d th� 
cringing O riental through the garden 
shrubbery and out of sight. The t 1Yo 
young men dicl not know what cloc to do 
w ith him. The tranli ng-hag and aero
plane model were aga in in the pos,;c,o,; i ( )!J 
of Betty Leighton, and they thought i t  
best to let  t h e  rascal g o  rather than hold 
him and stir up t ruublcsome questioning . 

I t  was shortly a fter t h is that  Amhcr l y 
saw the J apanc'se talking . with Borden
of whose return to \V i l d w o()(l h e  h ac! not 
been aware-and h e  e<lw them walk 
steal t h i l y  away together i nto the cover of 
the woods. Following p romp t ly, h e  
mi,;secl them, but a fter con:;idcrablc \Y an
dering came upon � flat l m i l cl ing "JWa\dccl 
i n a vast extent o f  untimheretl land. 
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Amberlv stood hidden and looked a t  
thi�  buil d

.
ing. wonderi ng i f  Borden a n d  

the J apanese coul d ha1-e gone into it .  
Out o f  keeping with anything he had seen 
at \\'i ldwood, it IYas in a sec t ion which he 
11·a s  sure few i f  any o f  the guesb ewr 
v isi ted . It was surprisingly new, too ; 
the rough boards o f  i t s unpai nted IYal l s  
had n o t  even been gin:n t i m e  t o  weather, 
hut stared crude and ra 11· in t h e  sunshine. 

As he looked h e  sa ,,. a door open and 
a m a n  appear and disappear. The man's 
hack was tOIYard the trees ; but he was 
short and th i ck , and 11·orc baggy gray 
cloth ing . P lainly,  he \Yas not the Eng
l ishman or the J a panes<:. \\'hen he did 
not show h i mse l f  a ga in Amher l y ad
,·anced boldly on the squat bui ld i ng . The 
door flew open u ncler the propulsion of 
his knuck les as he rapped. and amazed 
him bv reveal ing a huge aeroplane poi sed 
as if for fli gh t at  the top o f a qccJ track . 
He knew instantly  t h a t  it 11·as t \ t c  or ig i nal 
of the mode 1 .  

H e  h a d  no more t h a n  m a de t h i s  ohser
,·at io n  when he was greeted by a roaring. 
angry voice, and the man he had seen at 
the door confronted h im. jumping out 
from behind a huge vane of the Hy in g
machine where he hac! been at 11· ork. 

" Here ! " h e  roared . " I I  O\Y did 1·ou 
get i n  here ? " 

" The door opened when I knor·kcd on 
it a n d  I wa lked i n . ' '  

Then Tom A mhcrh· s t ared. a n d  the 
man stared : tltcv knc�,- each o ther. 

" Why. ha l lo. hu n l a p :  I d id n't recog
n ize you. and I thought yPu mea n t  to 
kn i fe

· 
me. This  your lavotlt ? ' '  

But ?IIr.  Arch�r D uniap continued t o  
�tare in  d ispleasure . f o r  t h e  moment ignor
i n g  Amherl;.-"� ntenclecl h;mcl. Then he 
thought better o f  i t .  

" ( ;lad to �ce vou : 
. . said .\mherh· a ,;  

they shook h ands: " This  is ,·our th:iuc;
m ach i nc. of cours,· : seems "to me' I \1 
h eard you 1n·rc at work on one . Rumur.  
\'OU kriow. ;\ PeL la te ly. the pa.;t (b .�· "r 
two I',·e-'' 

"
,
Sit dmn1 : "  said \Ir. Archer Dunlap 

uminothh·. 
He pointed to a block by the door, and 

took a seat ,on anot her. Hut he got up 
nen·omlv. t'Tuw;t out  h is h e a d  for a look 
round, ai1d 1vhen he came back he locked 
and bolted the door. H is fare wore an 
unpleasant, susp ic ious c· xpressio n .  

. . Tell  l11L' jtH ho1v y o u  g o t  here, and 
1rh �·. and a l l  about i t : " he commanded. 

Tom Amberl y laughed good-naturedly. 
" That's easy. I "·a lkcd here, through 

the woods from \Vildwood." 
. .  1 t ' s  a long distance. and t h ere is no 

road in that  d irection ; the road cuts 
ano.;.; bel 0 1r . and reaches t! te raihva\· a t  
h)u nt's  Cros.;ing. I brought my luri1ber 
in from therl'. and other th ings." 

" You're right : i t  i s  a lon g way. 
" You're a guest at  the house over 

thvrc ? " 
" \� es. ' ' 
" .'\ nd you 1vasn ' t trying to spy out any

t h i ng-thb. for ins ta nce ? " 
I! e j erked his  hand t o \\'ard the flying

ma, ·h ine, w h ich l < >omed dim i n  the shadow 
l i ke a n  rnornwu.; bat i n  a GIH. 

' ' Certa i n ! \· n o t . "  
' '  Yet you- sa id something-what was 

i t-about a tlying-mach i n e ? That  you 
1rerc i nterest ed in one ? . , 

Amber! �· an"1-ercd by a quest i on which 
t l t rew l > u n l a p into a rage : 

'' Does T dl'er,;on J l l ancl kno1Y vou arc 
out here ? ;, 

-

" Does he know i t ? " lte asked . ,;pring
i n g  from t h e  block i n  hi ,; anger ; " dues 
the st"ounclrd kn01..- i t ? l i e kno 11·s a l l  
� : l > r >ut i t : on l y [ ,;uppusc he\ forgot t en 
nw and m 1· p lans r·nt i reh. a fter h i s  
prum i:;es. ' i' !tat \Yould he l i.ke him-for
get ful and sel fish : they're all a l i ke, men 
o f  h i s  k ind . \\'hen 1 secured my p r i ,· 
i l ege o f  h i m .  montlb agn. he as.,�: ··•.·rl m e  
t l tat I could rema i n a n·a r  h ere without 
molc,;tat ion,  ncar as it  fs t o  \Ltsh ington . 
l I e  ,;a id he \Yot! ld he i n  Europe t h is sum 
mer and \\' i l d \Yoocl \Y ou l d not be opened. 
l t  \Yas 11·hat  1 wanted. 

" 1 had the h ouse ] , u i l t  h· men who 
didn't knO\Y 1\· l tat  1 111 l'Cl llt \(j USC i t for. 
Then 1 ,;l'n t them �1 \Ya\· ;n tcl h ad mv ma
c h i n e  brought he-re l ;y ''1mc peoiJlc I 
cou ld t rust .  Hut cn·n t hose men I sent 
a '.Ya \· before l began on certain secret 
IH>rL-the wo rk 11·lt ich  make·.; mv inven
t io n  cl i tleren t  from a l l  other,; . ·  B l a nd 
l ied to ml'. ancl bas fi l led h i .;  h ouse \Y ith 
a moll o f  gadding.  gahh i ng fool,.;,  men 
and IH>met t .  T!tev \Yaml er evervwhcre. 
T IYO da,·s ago I sa\\' 0111.' on ton .o f that  
h�l l  ovc� t he�c. I 'm compel l ed 'to \Ya t ch . 
unt i l  I ' m  \l-orn out. \\'hv didn't  H lancl 
keep h i s IYord to m e ? Rc�:cntly, I had to 
go t o  \\'aslt ington.  a nd i f  you 1vi l l  he-



688 TH E CAVALI ER. 

lievc me, when I got back saw a J ap
anese on the route l )d iH:en here and the 
railway ! "  

H i s  hcan·- I iddccl eye� stared an d  his 
cheeks t 11· itc

�
hccl ncrvo�sl y. 

" Y ou' l l  th i nk 1 i magined that J ap
anese," he said, " but I didn't.  T h cv'vc 
troubled m e  a lot lately. First, tiwre 
was an E n g l ishman named Bord en , who 
got on track of ,,-hat I 1va,; clu i n g  do\\"11 i n  
the Carolina mounta i tb .  l i e tri ed t o  sec 
mv machine-the ow: I made before th is ; 
offerccl to pay me \Ye l l  to l e t  h i m  e:xamine 
i t  and sc:c i t  f1v, an d  then tried to hri!Je 
my men. I I�ft there because of h im . 
And t hen came that J apane:;e, }Iat:mki. 
He claimed to represent the J apancse 
government. That was two months ago, 
in \\' as h ington . H e  \vas w i l l ing to give 
me my pril·e, he said, i f  I would sel l t o  
J apan my exclusive rights .  l kick eel  him 
out. And now this  J a pa ncsc in  the 
woods ! "  

H e  stopped, brea th less , and sat staring 
suspiciously at Ambcrly. 

" So, when you appeared just no1v, 
walking right i n  on me, I d idn't know but 
maybe you were i n  the same game. You 
are sure you didn't  know that I was 
here ? " 

" Upon my honor, I didn' t ."  
" Nor that  m y  machine \vas h oused 

here ? " 
" N o ; I didn't  know tbat, either." 
" I suppose you arc all right, Amber

l y-you used to be ; but I ' l l  ha1·e to ask 
you to keep this  thing a cl ose secret ." 

" There's n o  reason why I ;;houldn't .  
You didn't see more than one J apanc,;c ? " 

" N o ; one's enou gh. " 
" But there are others rouml here ."  
D unlap ga1-c a start of  an.\ icty. 
" You've H.:cn them ? " 
" \� cs." 
" They \verc spyi ng on me ? " 
" I can't sav as to that.  I followed 

one from tile
� 
vicinity of the house, he 

came i n  t], i s  d irec t ion-, and that i s  IYh y  I 
am h ere." 

" You followed h im ? " 
" Yes ; his act ions m::re suspicious. You 

will  l1avc t o  look out for that English
man, too.  H e  is at \Vi lchYoud, ancl he 
came i n  th is d i rection to-dav. I n  fact , 
he 1vas with  that J apanese . " ·  

" Li onel Borden ? " 
· 

" Yes, L ionel B orden, the Englishman. 

And I 'm satisfied he i .s in the pay of 
J apan." 

" I f  he sho1Y� his face here I ' l l  k ill 
him ! " Dunlap dec l arecl angr i ly.  " He's 
troubled me enough."  

" H e offered you a big sum ? " 
" H e  d i d .  Enough to make me com

fortable. But \\hat o f  that ? Can a 
man seii out his patriotism ? I h ave j ust 
two ambitions-to make the first succc,;s
ful fiying-machim:, atHI then pre,;ent i t  to 
the U n itccl States government for war 
purposes. I r a man can l ink his name 
11· i th  the h istory of a nation he i s  im
morta l " 

H e stopped, I isten ing, and sat breath
ing heav i ly . 

" So you sec why I want the Amer ican 
government to have it ,  and am detcr
m inccl that J apan �ha l l  not. There will  
be a war w i t h  Japan. You don't  bt..:licvc 
that ; but many men do. The J aps be
l ieve it, and that is \Yh y  they ,,-ant my 
flying-machine." 

H e stopped and l istened again ; then 
resumed : 

" The most disheartening th ing," h e  
dropped h i s  voice impressively, " is the 
indifference of the American officials. 
But I npect t hat, and I must overcome 
i t .  Such ind i fference is n nth i ng new ; 
the bene factors of the race have ahvays 
been i gnored, scorned, ridicul e d, con
demned, tortured, crucified. I don't  
need to tell  you that-it i s  h i story." 

" You have tried the offic ial s ? " 
Tom A mberly \vas intensely interested, 

and 1..-as hoping for re1·cla t ions ; a l ready 
he had been giHn som:c blinding touches 
of l i ght .  

" \"cs, T hm·c," D unl ap admitted. " I  
don't  mind tel l i ng you about i t .  I know 
yon, and you're reliable ; you're my 
friend-or always have been ! "  

H e  looked at Amlwrly in sharp ques
tioning. 

" A nd I ' m  your fr ien d now." 
" That's what I th ink. So I ' l l  tell  vou 

about i t .  I took a small model of thi�  
aeroplane to \Vashi ngton , and tried to get 
to sec the President. or the Secretary of 
\Yar. I ts usc in \Y�\r \YOUld he inv� t lu
able to the nation control l ing i t .  But 
the fool doorkeepers thought I carried an 
in fernal mach i ne, j ust because I wouldn 't 
show the th ing to t hem . Th e Secretary 
\Yent out \Vest on a tr ip, and the Pres · 
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ident ilew the \Vashington coop, too. But 
t he Scnct:uy is due aga in in \Yash i ngton . 
I had the good for tune to be m�l l  ac
qua in ted wi th  a young fel low who has a 
posit i on in the  \\ "ar Department . :\ l aybe 
you kno1v him ; he be longs to an old 
\\-asll ington fam i l y. and h i s  na me i ,;  
Leighton. I h a d  a talk with h i m .  and 
l l:f t  t h e  nwtk l  \Y i t h him. and he i:.; t o  
br ing i t  to the Secre tary's n o l i n� .  I 've 
\\Titlcn t o  the Secretary. too, and maybe 
t hat  \vi l l  hurry t hi ngs up." 

Tum Amberly managed to conceal h is 
dizzy astonishment and l>reathlc:.;,; i nter-
est. 

" \:cs know him," h e  admi t ted . 
" That  is. I 've met him.  "\,;  to real lv  
knowing h im, I don 't ; I 've ncn·r talkccl 
wi th  him ten consecutive m inute,;.' '  

" You know the familv ? "  
" l-wcll ,  barel y ; yeS: I kno1v them." 
" Fine old family. The o ld  general is 

as squan· as a br ick.  So I put the  model 
in the hands o [  young Lei gh ton. knowing 
h e  \Youlc\ do enrything pos:.;i!Jle for  me 
that he could. And now I ' m  just  wait
ing.  The Secreta ry i s  hurr::ing back 
from the \\-est,  and-" 

H e  not iced the  reel of confusi"n in h is  
auditor's face . 

Tom Ambcrly turned his head t oward 
the  door as if l is tening, thus diverting 
Dun lap 's attention ; he felt that he  must 
ha\·e time to control h is fee l ings, and t o 
th ink.  I t  seemed to h im that he kne\\· 
the \\·hole storv now-could  SL'e it from 
t he very l icgimiing.  And-he caught his 
breath with a gasp-that 'vas 'vhy Betty 
Leighton had been u mv i l l i ng to gi ve him 
a more definite promise ! There \vas a 
shadow on t hat \Vashington home. and i t  
shaclo,vcd the heart o( th i s  fa i r  young 
�ir l .  
· But should he  tdl  Dunlap of the 
model-what h e  knew of it ? Would it  
cn·ai l  am•thing, and would it  he honor
�1blc,  or · proper, or \vise ? He came tn 
the s 1v i ft conclusion that it IH>uld he nom· 
of those t h ings.  \·ct.  t lwre IY�h some
th ing he cou l d clo. and oul.(h t  to clo
gi,-c 'varning against Borden and the 
sharp-eyed Japanese. 

He gave the warning, mak i ng it 
sl  ron .c: : .then added : 

" H ave you any reason to suspect t hat 
}l orckn m�iy he aided in h is c fforb by a 

\\-( }111:1 11 ? , 

" \\" h y  do you say that ? " Dunlap de
manded. " \" ou have �cen some WtJman 
" i t h him at the house o\Tr t here ? " 

" ?\ o, I haven ' t . So!lle t ime I may Lc 
ab le  to t e l l  you '' hy I asked that ques
tion." 

" A  party of young women ''"ere a t  t hat 
l itt le pond they cal l  Silver Lake, two clays 
: 1 ,c;o. I t ',; no more than a m i le from here. 
\"uu \\·eren't t h inki ng of that ? " 

He  eyed the young man anxiousl y. 
" N o ;  I didn't know of it .  Borden, in 

my op inion, is in desperate earnest. You 
11·ant to keep a sharp watch against him. 
\" ou ought to have some men here to 
help you."  

" .\ncl spy  on me ! I ' l l  get along very 
\n· l l  a lone." 

Amber ! ,· l ooked allsc n t h· at the big 
flying-machine, w h i l e  aclj usting his 
th ough ts. 

" I ' d  rather you l ooked in  another di
r�:ct ion : "  D unlap gro w led . " I 'm trust
i n g  you : ! Jut why :;]wuld I trust even you 
too far ? :\len have been kmnvn to walk 
about a fort, and then go a''"ay and \Hitc 
clo \\"11 in  detail n·ervt h i n c;  thL'\" saw." 

" I ' l l  not o llei;d a
'
gain.;, Amberly 

prom i :.;ccl .  
A n d  h e  did not  \Yh i l e  he remained. 
A hal f-hour aftenYarcl l\ [ r. Archer 

Dunl ap fol l cm-cd h i m  to the door, allcl 
l ocked it securely a f t e r  h is departure. 

D unl ap then \\"L'IIt  up i n to a closet- l ike 
place over the f(Jr\\·anl end of the flying
machine. and through some sma l l  holes 
! Jorccl t here he \\·atchcd the departure of 
. \m herh· . 

\Yhil� l 1e  st i l l  continued to l ook out. he 
uttered an exclamation, ancl then h urried 
dtnYn to un lock  the dtlor ancl place h im
,;cl f beside it . 

C I- L\ P T E R  X \' I I I .  

THE th ing  which so tremcnrl ousl y  ex
c i ted Archer Dunlap. 'vh ich  sent 
him hurriecl l v  dmYn to the door t o  

undo i t s  fastenings ancl then crouch be
side it in the shad(ms of the gray interi or, 
was that he had si ghted Lionel B orden 
crossing the open ground from the woods. 

Borden's advance w:�s studied ancl cau
tious. He l1ad seen Tom Amberly hurry 
a 1vay from the bui ld ing. That was 
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c· twugll to c a l l  f u r  :1 :1  i n n·>t : .�:t t io l l .  cn·n 
if the t1at structure: b ad n < > t l 1u:n ,;, , ,;u�
gcsti,·cly like one he had scm in t L lc  l' :tro
l ina mountains.  

\\'hen he came to the  dour and found 
it  u n locked and ajar Borden pc·crer_l in.  
Back in the dim l i gh t he sa 1 1  t l 1e  aer l l 
j ' lanc. poi,;ed at t h e  top of  ih ,; tt:d track.  
i h  \ring,; \Yi de-spread. � u  :iUll l l cl cam·.: ( ) L  
IHJrkman's  h am mer. and n o  p cr,;on \Ya,; 
y j -; i l l l c .  ,\ p ) ' :Hent l y. t i le  Hying-mac· : 1 i n c  
s tood u ngua rded . 

" H o w  d i d  ,\.m herh· kn"''. i t  11·a,; 
here ? " \\·a� h i� th ough

-t . c � � �  : n J : � l.T : 
I can c ircumn·nt h i m n1 1 1Y ,  and .�c:t ,,· 1 J a t  
I \Yant .  T h i ,; i -; b e t t er than t h e  mudd ; 
here a rc t h �e  tnlL' d i mL' lhiou,;-l'Hryt l l i ng. 
Thi,; i ,; b l oom i n,c; good luck.  :.; < > t  a -;uul  
here . I ' l l j u,;t  hurry about  i : ,  a mi r,;et  
<l\Yav before an\· one come,;. ' '  

l ie pushccl t
-
I l , ·  door "] '�en  a n d  ,;tep l >cd 

111.  
,\s h e  did so h�: heard a t  h i,; ,; idc a 

grc!1d l ike that  of an animal ,  ami he IYa,; 
tincxpectedly a nd ,- iciously a.;,;a u l t c<l by 
Dunlap , who l eaped out o f  t i l L· d a r k n c,;' 
l ike a madman and hurled h i m  t 1 1  t he· 
ground. 

Th ou �h :ill a-;tuu ncled. t he coura�eou,; 
E n;:;-!ish;nan put u p  a despera t e  fi ;c: h t

L
: hut 

h e  was helpless i n  t iH� ha t td-; of l l un l :q • .  
\Yho \\'as transfunnecl i nto a temporary 
maniac by the ri o lence of his rage . r r  e 
hac! a l l  of a maniac' ,; unna tura l furv and 
strengt h . I'\ o r  did his rage pa,;, - un t i l 
Borden lay h e l p l es ,; before h i m . Then 
,,·ith cords and rope he began t o  t ie his  
prisoner. 

llorclen k ne 11 nu 11· t l t l' .'ort " r  man lw 
had to deal w i t h .  a n d  kne11· . too. h i s 
peri l .  So he lay quiet,  suhm i t t i n;..( ll' i t h 
uut p ro lL':it ,,· h i l e  Dunlap hound h im 
hand and foo t .  

" X o\1' t hat y o u  ha 1·c: t ied lll L'. \1 hat  
arc you goin g to do \Yi t h  me ? ' ' h e  a.; keel. 
surprisi ng Dunlap by tht: que,; t io n . 

" I  ough t to k i l l  you." -;aid D u n l a p .  
" That \\'Ould b e  usdess. \' l lU kno11·. "  

Borden parleyed. H e  fea rc·;l t h i,; 11· i l d  
man. " \\'ha t  couhl 1·ou gain I ". i t ? . .  

" I sh oul d n o t  be lwunckcl I l l' 1·uu : tn , . 

mon·." 
. - -

" I h a n·n' t lwund l'll \·o n . ' '  B u rden de
clared meekh·. 

" You har� hounde(l ll1L' for month,;. 
fi rst in the  Carol i n a  mountains.  and 1 1 0 11' 
h c:re. You tr ied to hu1· 1111· ,;ecrl't. a 1 1d 

t 1 tc ·n to hr ik· m 1· II'Ork :n e t l ; and J l l l \\' 
yuu\·c: t urned snc:clk, i n  urdL·r t o  get ,,·hat  
\'l!U can ' t  l nl\·." -

" ' Pon hoJ{or. vou arc m i s taken. " Hor
den remonstrate(! .  Ilc: lay t1at un h i -; 
l 1ack. hclple,;,;. ,,· i t h t he •  figure of t i t ,· 
i n n:ntor l o l !m ing grutL'''ludy and sal·-
::gdy above h im . " \'uu'rc '' hul l\· mi' ·  
t akcn, you k no\\' . ' '  

· 

" \\' h v  arc 1 ·nu lt cre, t h e n ? " ,; nappe< i 
D un la p _- -

" I  am s l " I I J ' i ng at 1\' i l d i\'Ood. Y1 111  
hto \1· thc  ] ' l ace, l presunw. I t  i 'i l t ' t  far 
from h crL' .  I chann·d t o  be 11 a l !, i n �  
t h rough t h e  rorc-;t ,  and [ �:t \\' t h i s  bu i l d 

i n;.;. and a m a n  comi n g  out  of i t . ThL: 
m : : n  i >  t i l l  fr iend of mi nc�a puppy fr"m 
1\'a-; h i ngton. \Yho at Yarious t im e s  kt,; 
,;ought t o  inj ure m e. T h e ,;igh t o f  h i m 
aucl u f  t h is house cxc i t L·d m1· c u r i o,; i t l· .  
r came up to i t  a nd . t h i n k i1�g i t  tmu :· 
cupicd .  I l ookccl in ."  

" \'ou kiw 11· \Y hat is i n  here ? " 
" O h, \'CS ; n o\\' that  I'm here. You 

han� you; aeropl an e here. But I did n 't 
knrm-cl i d n ' t  dream of it- un t i l I l ookccl 
i n . "  

" YPn're a l ia r : "  D u n l ap' ,; ra.c;c: 
,;,:ized and shook h i m aga in .  " You're a 
I iar. and a sneaking scoundrel � " h e  
,;crcan1l'cL " \'ou k nell' 111 1· aero o l a n i; 
11 a,; here. a nd you t l wu gh t you �ould 
,; : 1cak in ancl gc:t plans of i t .  R u t  I ' l l  Ji \ 
l'l ltl . J ' l l  hold vou here: u nt i l-" - He: l i fted B o;dcn and,  h a l f  dragging, 
hal f car ryin;:; h im, h>re him aero;;,; t h e 
room to a too l -c loset. th rw.;t h i m  i n .  
l � t 1Ll!1d as he \Yas , and locked th.c: d " ' l r  
O i l  ! J  i Ill .  

fn t h e  p i t c · h v  d a r k nc,;,; or the lockeci 
t o u l - ruom B orden l i ,; t e :1l'd s i len t ly to t h e  
nw1-ements  o f  t h e  i n n:ntor ou tside. Tilth 
J i ,; tcning, he began to ,; trai n h eavi ly a t  
t he cords on hi,;  wrists. 

l l a l f  an hour pas;;cd. d ur i ng ,,-]1 i , · ! l  
I l un l ap seemed to he t lH! l\l i n g  t imhL· r,; 
and toob about ; th c>n Borden heard h im 
lock t h l' ,;m a l l  ou ter door and l eave the: 
l 1u i I t!  i n " .  

, \ ,;  """n  a .-; hl' fel t ,;ure  t lll' i n i'C· n t nr 
ll : t'i  ,t;om·. l !orclen dL'\tl'rousl)· s l i pped h i ,; 
,,,- ri,h nut o f  t h <' < ·ord .; t h a c  ! tad l w l d  
t lwm togcthl'r. Th i s  f e a t  \Yuu l rl lwn· 
,;urpr iscd Du nl a p i f  h e  co u l d l 1:tn� \Y it
m·s,;erl i t ,  h u t  to Honh·n i t  w:l:i not 
cl ifficult .  Comparee!  ,,· i t h  h i ,; skndl'r. 
J , l ooclk�,; hand,; .  ! t i s 11 r i ,; t,;  \\Tl'<. L t r,J.!\'. 
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BesidL·s, h e  had learned a good many 
th ings about ropes and cords and t he 

t ying and untying of diffi cul t knots from 
t he j ugglers and fakirs of I ndia .  \\'h ile 

the curds were being set he h ad e :\ pand 

ed h is \Hbt and a nn muscle:>, had done 

t h is again and again aftenY anl , as h e  
:;t ra i ned at t h e  ccmb i n  the darkne,.;s o f  
t h e. closet ; so tha t i n  the e n d  he found i t  
no grc:at task to ,; ] i p  the l oo:;ened l lunds 
un·r his slender hamb. 

H avi ng freed his hands, he ,.;at up, 
I istening ; and, when h e  heard no sound , 
he applied h imsel f to the  \York of re
moving the k notted cords from h is an
k l es and i n  squirming out of th e folds 
! If the rope passed round his h()(] v. 

" Tied up l ike a ha le of good s : ' '  he 

grumbl ed .  " Hut I 'm out d t lH: t h i ngs 
now. That \\"as a surpr ise, to he su re
a great surprise, when he nahhcd me.  
He sa\Y me com in g, and laid for me. 
1\mberlv visited him h ere, a n d  thev had 
a cunfei·ence." 

-

1 !  c tr ied the door, and found it locked. 
II is  revol ver, his knife and hi:; k eys had 
l >n:n t aken mvav bv Dunlap, but in one 
of hi,; pocket.; h� st i l l had a fe\Y matches. 
T I H:,.;e he fi shed out awl, by the l igh t of 
one o f  them, l ooked keen l y about . 

'' A h ! " he said, possessing himse l f  of 
:t screw-driver and a. chisel. " Now, 
\n: ' l l  ,.;ee." 

Five m inute,;' \York let him out of h is 
pr i ,;un and into the room w i th the aer u 
J > lanc, ·where t h e  light, though not good, 

11 a,; a,; cl earest sunl ight compared w ith 
the  l : l ac k  interior o f  the t ool -room . Cool 
�md crafty, the Englishman stood l ook
itw about. H is nerves \Yere calm . his 

l tL:�rt-beats steady, yet in emerging from 
that  prison lte had half expected a shot . 
Tlie  continued ,; i l e ncc assured h i m  that 
D un l ap hac] actua l l y clcpartecl. T h b  act 
on the part of h i ,; captor was stran ge, but 
1 1ot  unaccountable. H is guess that Dun
lap \Yas hurrying to th e ra ihvay st a t i on 

to send a t elegram to \\'ash ingt l > t l  �1 , · t u
alh· h i t  the trut h ' ' i tJarely on the  head. 

\Vhen BorclL·n 11·ent to the door by 
\Y hich he hacl en tercel he found it l uchd ; 

hut. w i th the tools 'he had in h i s  hamls, 
h e  was not long i n  open in g i t. 

" I 'd have made a b l oom i ng good bur
glar ."  was his humorous n:flc-ct i o n .  " Hut 
hurglary i,; horribly l o1v, and no more 
e xciting t h �m th is .  H ere the game i s  

en:n ] , i ggcr, an cl the d a n g e r  quill: a,;  
gr�.;at ." 

1 i aYing ovcnecl the door, h e  n:con
nui tered cau t ioush·. t hen went outside 
�md luokL·cl about, 11alking roun d the 

bui ld ing and out t o  tlw trees. 
\\'hen he came back and \Yent iJbicle 

he was sure that no one 11·as  ncar. �mel h e  
set al lout the task th at a l l ur�cl l1im, h i ,;  
h eart l lcat ing 1Yi th e l a t i on. H e  had 
takL:n risk,;, o f  money ami pnil,  t u  get  
d efi n ite information o f  't his ac.ruplanc 
\Y hich was 110\Y h ere within h i ,; reach. 

l i e  east h is eyes onr the sh ad lmy 
outl ines of the machine, aml glan< ·c·d 
keenl y at the steel track l ead ing clown t 11  
t h e  ground from i b  p latform . N ear t i l <: 
po i nt \\·here t h e  track reached the gruund 
th ere \Yas a \l·ide cluuhk duor.  furmin� 
t h e  end \Ya l l .  I t  w�ts cl < hcd and ] , Jckc·tl, 
but beyond i t  the steel track continued 
on i n to the open land 11· hich strct c l ll'd 
away from t h e f ore,.;t . T O \l·arcl t hat  O]Wll  
ground t he il iL:r \1  as p o i n ted, and Bor
den did nut doubt that out there murL· 
than o nce recent h· it hacl soared a ml 
clipped l ike a great- bird.  

\Vi t h a t 1v i stecl \drc he picked t h e  l ock 
ol the double dour, \Yh i c h  h e  part l y 
opened , lett i ng the dayl ight stream i 1 1 .  
Then ill: set to work \Y i th penci l and 
paper , and \Yith tape-measure taken fwm 
the tnol -room, sett ing l lOIY n  care fal l v 
the d imen,;ions and nll.'�hllrt�ments, th� 
p�culia ritics of a�Je, pin ion and cr�1nk.  
J le worked feveri sh l y, yet with inte l l i 
gem·e. 

N o 1v a nd then he 1\T \ 1 1  u u h i o.l<: to 
\Yatch and l isten . The ,; u n  11·a,; clc ;cencl 
ing. td l ing him that a lreacl1· h e  had ] ,em 
there more than an hour.- E ac h  t i m e  
\Yhen h e  retu rned he to i l ed faster, qui,·
cr ing \Y i t h  the exc i temen t and the j oy of  
vic tory, t h e  perspiration standing o u t  o n  
h i s yel l o \\· -palc  face. 

" Hy ( ; emge, I ' l l be ai d e  to bu i l d one 
\Yi t lwut  anv d ifficu l t \· ," ,,-as his com·ic-
1 ion.  ' · I f  : l lllv I cl01; 't  m i ss some impor
tant thing no\\:. "  

Ile stood off a n d  looker !  at  t h e  acro
] ' lane i n t en t ly and n i t ica l l y. not in .;; i ts  
great l i ft i ng Yan es. i t s  stcning-gear, pro
p e l lers, i t s  t iny gasol ine engine. ancl the  
s h i n i n g  r�1 ib, \Yhich secmecl i ' lv i t ing i t  
to run dmn1 them i n  t l ie  pre l i m i na ry 
race for the ,;peed 1vhich enabled i t to 
soar a l o ft a nd Hy. 
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' '  1 £  1 cvulcl take it tu p ieLTs and ca rry 
it a \Yav from here hit bv hit .  a n d  t h en 
put  it � toge th er agai n . ;\h. t h ::t t  wvu lJ 
he \\·orth \Yh i le : ' '  

A t h ought so d a ri ng t h a t  i t  b l a J I ( 'hed 
his cheeL tlaslwcl on h im l i kl· an in
spirat ion. 

" \\"h\· not Jh· i t  a \Ya v from h ere ? · · 
T h e  h uge ae-roplane, · 

\Yh il 'h, i n  speak
ing t o  S idney I .eigh ton . the inn�ntor h ad 
ca l led t he \V i ngs of � I ars. appeared a l l  
ready for tl ight .  I t  \Yas poised u1 1  its 
ra i hYay. ready for i ts  sw i ft preparatory 
descen t : the gasol i ne motor m·eclccl only 
to he set  in  motion and the  p rops 
knocked out to send it on ib \\·ay. A \\· i l J  
desire not  o n l v  t o  sec i t  Ill'. h u t  t o  have 
it H y  a\Yay fr;>m t h b  spot .to s"me < • t her 
\Y lll're h e  cou! J  furtll l'r test  it ,  and \Tri f y  
t h e  measuremen t s ::1 \Hl l':Jku l G tions h L· 
had made. s t i rrell " m igh t i l v i n  t he breast 
of th e venturesome E ngl ishman.  He 
\Yas not deterred by any t roublc:;ome 
scru1 • lcs · o f  honor or conscience. nor very 
much by the dangcr \Yh i ch m i gh t be 
incurred. 

\\'ith this new idea urging him to ac
t ion.  Lionel  Borden mounted to the aero
p lane and ,;eated h imse l f  i n  the bicycl e 
l i k e  scat ncar the center, the e xpanded 
vanes above a nd about him. He tested 
as well as he could the mech an i ,.;m o f  
t h e  motor w ithout actual l y setting i t  i n  
mot ion. 

" S hal l I t ry i t ? "  h e  said, look ing i t  
over with bright eyes. " Why not ? This  
is  the  Rubicon-perhaps ! I shouldn 't 
l ose anythi ng, unless it tunll'cl turtl e  and 
k i l led me. I t ' s  the c hance in a m i l l ion ; 
and, by George. I ,yj ] l : "  

H e  threw wide the hig doors,  cra n k ed 
the motor into ch uggi ng l i fe and re
moved the blocks. fi nding t h a t an iron 
pin \vas 110 \\' a l l  t ha t held the maclt ine,  
and when hv had mou nt ed tu t i l l' h i n·clc 

:-;eat aga in h L· pul l ed t h is p in :t!HI app-l ied 
the po1n·r. 

The n e x t  i n ,.; t ,: J t t  i r  scel l lcd : " Bnrden 
that h e  was f a l l ing.  so ' 'l' i l t l l· d id t h e  
aeroplane g l ide: d o \1' \ l \\· a r d .  T h ere IYas 
no jolt  or i :1r .  < >ut t lm > u ,.:h tlw open 
Lloo;., i t  lca ] ; l'd . : t ·' :1  l > in l  ' ! ' r i ng.; fr"m n 
cage : and t h l· n .  11 i t h  a ck: t lr: ; ! i n g  ,,·J t i r ,  
a \'Cl'\' shr i l l  11· h i st l l' :md _.; I J r i •_']; of \l' ind 
and l;uzzing ,,· h cL· b. t l H'  s t r a l l ,C:L' mc,·han
i sm ntSL' from i 1 ' :· : ; i i ' ; 1 : •d ,,· , · : · '  rh· i n .g 
t h rough t h c  :; i :· 

The aeropianc \\·a,; carrying h im \Y i th 
rushing, start l ing speed , he knew not 
whither. 

C H A PT E R  X I X . 

THE WO:\L\X I X  c ; :n \ .  

TOM A ivi B ERLY had j u:;t left lkt t 1· 
Leighto n, a fter a ta lk in a sel' l uck: t 
corner o f  the draiY in ,:..;-room, c.npt y  

a t  the t ime heGm,.:c o f  the da nc i ng i n  an
other part o f  the huncc .  T h ere had l lel'n 
much to sav : but at bst Bet t y  \\·as alu:tc 
in her  0\n{ room, and was t ;·v i n g  t o  n:
call a l l  h e  had 'aid. and all t hat ( ;racl' 
Travis had t o l d  her, and to adjust every 
thing properly in rel.ttion t o the  i mpor
tant quest ion o f  b er pre,cnt duty to S i d · 
ney. For G r::cc T ravis had been u f  t h<· 
unp leasant op i n io n  t h at i t  \I'Oul d  not bl' 

wise to re,;tore to h i m the model ; t h at i t  
woul d  unnecessar i ly i m·oh·c h i m  aga i n  i n  

temptation. B e t t y  wished s h e  cou l� l ha1·c 
submitted the qu est ion t o  Tom J\ m he r l v  
-\vhich \v a,; c lear l y impoo;s i i llc. 

. 

There wa;-; o n e  other quest i o n  clamor
ing for a decision, and it clamored so 
loudly that at times Betty could not even 
think of S iclnev. She recalled t h e  tre
mendous emph�a s is Tom :\.mhcrlv h a<l 
l aid on i t .  He had urged a l mo:;t. impe · 
ri ous l y that it should he a ns\1·ered at 
once. Rut a quc;;t ion l i k e  that,  i nvolviwr 
one's whole l i fe, cannot be set t l ed o ft� 
hand, even at the cleinancl of so master
ful a man as Tom Ambcrlv.  

Crouched fonvard i n  l ;cr · ·h a i r. lwr 
hands claspin:..; l :er  knees. look i t t "  
stra igh t be fore l H·r at noth i ng, her beant� 
enhann·d by t h e  bright  color burn i ng i 1 1  
her clwe1�s and l >y  t h e  p ronounced br i l 
l i ancv o f  I t er L'\'C:C,  Betty d i d  not knoll' 
what

· 
;t n a t t ract i;·e p i ctur� she made. Sill' 

was t h inkin;,; 11· i t l l  a spcc·d t lw t  m ade h e r  
h ead a c h e .  :\ n d  tlwugit  ' h e  k ne11· ;-;I t •.· 
mm; t  a1 t end to t h i :; quest ion of S i dnev . 
Tom Ambcrl v  \Va s  t h e  cen ter rou: ;d 
w h i ch I ter  :-:pi t;n i n g  t h oughts revo l n:d. 

She had feared to keep the t raYcl i n g 
h�1g and tnnclcl i n  I t e r  room t l t rou �··h t l t l' 
n i .�ht .  :md " ' '  had ask�·d . \ mbcr h t ;> t ak <: 
c l t :tr,c;v of t h em aga i n .  il' h i< l t . he b a d  r 1 l l 1 lL'. p rom i sin g  t o

. 
watch 1 h c· ; ;1 c ! , >sel l·. 

llo nl c-n had n o t  l'Oll1l' hack from h is 1\·a ik 
to t h e  \\'Oo<b. so f�t r as :m\· u n c  k nev · . 
n u r  h :1 ( 1  1 h c  J �q l :lil\:�T �l,:..!� t in J � �··(' l l  >' \..'C l l .  
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Dut the J ap ane :;e were \Yi ly, and Borden 
seemed to be desperate ly and reck lessly  
determined. There was ,  lll'tty fe l t cer
tai n ,  danger that n i g h t  for Tum Amberly. 

S h e  was st i l l wi de-eycd, th ough the 
lwu r v:�JS now so late. The rhythmic 
swing of the <lanc ing �md o f the orchestra 
had for a lung t ime dra1n1 her thought s 
a l u n �  as i 1 1  a � ,,·ay ing drt:�l!11 I n easure. 
The many glll':'h ,,·u-e asn·nding to their  
rooms. :-; h e  h eard them say " GooJ 
n i gh t " in p art ing : heard t h e m  pass her 
door. Hut \Yhen the footsteps ceased, 
when the latest slrag.�lcr seemed to h ave 
rec:ched h is roum, Hetty l .ci gh ton sti l l  
sat d ream ing dreams wh ic:h were fi l le d  
w ith the soft tLune of a 11· akened lm·e. yet 
troubled, tou, w ith an an:�: ious foreboding 
that \nml d not l et her r'"' t .  Borden's 
cuntinuetl alJse11ce from the hou:.;e, and 
the fact that th e J apanese were supposed 
to be sti l l  lurking about, a larmed her un
duly. 

At t imes her fancy p ictun:d the Japa
nese-those \Yho had at tacked Tom Am
herly at the h u t-creeping with deadly 
mtent t hrom;h the scented bloom o f  the 
garden. A t  ' other time:-; she thought she 
heard steal thy fL·et s l i p t l l ruugh t hl: balk 
She became more 11· ide-;.nvake and anx
ious as the t ime p as�ed. The house was 
at last quiet. 

H o\Y long it h ad hL'L'll c;o she d id not 
knu1Y,  when sh e rou:c�d st inlv i n  her chair, 
sure that  she had heard <.l w indow fall 
�md Tom AmhL·rly t::llking e:�:citedly "· ith 
some one o n  t i l L· U !J i ' L'I  \Ye,;t Yerancla. 
Her l imbs numbed by long s i tt ing i n  Oil'� 
po�i t ion , she rose qu iet ly and opened her 
door. The hum of exc i ted talk, in \Yhich 
Tom Amberl v's  voice sL�emed m i n c:;led, 
sti l l reached her ; and \Yith a c; t in· i t;g o f  
fear for h i s  safet y. a n d  f or  t h e  seL·urity 
of the t rave l i ng-hag, she ldt ll l'r room, 
h urried to the sta irs, and began tu ascent! 
eo\vi ft ly , her ungloved right hand g l id ing 
, .. moot h l v a long the pol ished l Janis t cr .  

\Vhet� she ga ined the upper Lmd i ng, 
the soun ds had ceased. Y l'l ,  w it h a fee l 
i n g  t ha t  someth i ng h a d  h a p [ Jene< i \\·h ich 
concerned her, she cont inued un u n t i l  sh e 
approached Tom A mher ly ' s room, w h en 
she sa\v that his door \vas a j ar. A l l was 
now so silent, \vithin h i s  ro:nn awl with 
out, t h at h er footsteps as she aLh·anced 
were frigh t fu l l y  loud. At the end of the 
hall \Yas a l t > l': -t urncd l i gh t ,  and she h a d  

passed one at t l J C  h e a d  of the stairs. 
1\ I i chYccy in the h a l l ,  11 here sll e ,;topped , 
was anoth er , cast i n g i ts du l l glow d o w n  
on h er wll i t e  face. 

She hesitated a moment , tllcn ach·anccd 
t o  the dcor of Tom ,\ mhcr l y ' s ro, Jm aml 
cal led h i �  name. \\.hen no rep l y came, 
she rapped l i ght ly " i t h  her knuck l es . 
This summons. t oo, \l·l:nt ll l t hecded ; and 
\Yith fears grmn1 so strung th at they 
choked her, she looked in through the 
hal f-open door. 

N o  one "·as in t he room. This cer
tainty bruught a S\Y i ft bur n i n g  of i nd ig
n ation , for the t ran: l i ng-hag stood un
guarded . S h e  entered aml crusscLl the 
room quick ly, a flutter o f  doubt as to the 
p ropriety o f  her act ion mingl ing w ith 
her sudden , gripp ing terror fur th e safe
ty of the precious bag. 

The locked door of the closet re fused 
to yield  to her until she ga\'e it a :;harp 
wrench ; then, the l ock be i ng out of re
pair, or broken , it Hew open. Th e trave l ·· 
in g-bag stood revealed.  The flame o f  her 
ind ignati on against Tom Am!Jerl y's n egl i 
gence waxing hotter, she caugh t i t  up 
and made a hasty retreat, runn ing toward 
the stairs as soon as she was out of the 
room. 

She had �een no one, h eard no one ; 
yet, wh en she was in th� lo 1Yer h a l L  and 
approaching her Ol 'll  dour, she became 
�m·are of a presence beh i nd h er-a pres
ence that spoke t o h er, and then gripped 
her arm so t igh t ly that she l et the t rawl
i ng-bag fall t o  t h e H< Hlr am! st aggered 
agai nst the \\'al L  rec: l i n g  w i t h  faintness. 

And then-she a \Yoke ! 
Tom r\mberl y  \Va� standing hy her, his  

h and on her ann , and h e  was speaking to 
her . Yet at first she d i d  not know what 
h e  sa id, she was so confusccl hy t h is sud
den a\vaking, \Y h ich was like be i ng 
rom;ed from a stifl ing dream . She d i d  
not  know how she L·<une to b e  th ere in  the 
ha l l ,  fu l ly  dressed , and she wanted to 
scre;.un out, t h e  shock \Yas so great and 
so sudden. 

Then she saw the t ran: l i ng-hag ; i t 
\vas on the tluor, ami Tum ,\mherlv 
picked it up ,  t h u s  dr�m i n g  h er attentio;1 
to it .  She oh;,;ern:d. too,  that as he d i cl 
so, he looked at her \Vi th cur ious aston
ish men t . 

" This expl ains it ! " he was say i ng . 
.. J : :-:p l ains \';hat ? "  ,;h e  <.hkcd. 
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I I e r  Hlll L' �vun< ll' < l hoar�<: :.lml strange 
t o  ! ll'r e:.lr� . 

" The disappearance of t h e  traHl i ng
bag . ' '  

" I t h asn ' t  dbappcarecl ; you han; i t . "  
" Yes, I kno\v . I meant tilL· first t im �: . 

I t  must h ave di sappeared then j ust as i t 
did now." 

H e  looked her over curiouslv, a t  her 
clothing especia l ly . She noted -this 11· i t h  
i rritated cl isapp rO\ ·a l . \\'ha t  \vas t h ere 
about h ersel f. or her cloth ing, to c a l l  fur 
sul'l1 snu tiny ? The gray dress she had 
on she hacl worn that day, and on ot her 
dap. 

' ' The \Voman in Gray ! " he said in 
a queer voi ce. 

Tum Amherly told her a l l  about i t ,  
after ( i ran: Travis had been arow;ecl. 
Taki ng t h e  travel i ng-bag, the three went 
together down into the quiet of the de
serted dra,v i ng-room, \vhere Tum turned 
,,n the l ights and then related a l l  that 
h e  ha d  seen and discon:red. And it  was 
a queer story. 

He had been as wide-awake a l l  through 
t h e n ight as Betty Leighton fancied she 
had been . Now and then he, too, had 
thought he heard stealthy footsteps and 
suspicious sounds. Perhaps his imagina
t ion p l ayed him tricks a l so. Occasion
a l ly he had gone out upon the upper 
verandas, watching and listening, but 
never for long was he out of h is room. 

I t  was \vhen he was return ing from t he 
\\·est veranda, where he h ad found a l l  
silent, t hat he heard soft footsteps in t h e  
h a l l .  and t h e n  was amazed by t he sight 
o f B etty I ,ei ghton sl ipp in g out of h i,: 
room \Y i th the travel ing-bag in her hand . 
T hough sh e came straight toward h im, 
and p as,;cd h i m  under the l ight at the 
h ead o f  th e stain;, she d i d  not see him ; 
h er eyes, wide open. l ooked stra ight be 
fore her. I-I c observed her eves aml face. 
her manner, h er dress ; antl th en recog
n i t io n  of wh at h e  s a w  came to h i m .  

" I u ndnstood i t  i n  a Hash, "  h e  said, 
" and I kn ew. too , th at i t h ad h appened 
i : 1  the same \\·ay before ; I sa\\' t lwt  lkttv 
Lad been so in ten se lv an:-; ions for th� 
:<1 fety o f  the traveli;1g-bag that,  after 
r�d l ing asleep i n  her chai r, she clreame(l it 
\\·as in danger and set about to assure 
its safety. She sl ept and dreamed. al\11 
aci cd in h er dream-that is al l . \Yhich 
shm1·s that that J �1 pancse tlidn' t  l ie when 

he declared he found the t ran� l i ng-bag 
h idden in a c loset in her room : shc must 
han� cuncea !t:d i t  there verv effec t i n· l v  
t hat fi rst t i llle. H e  s a i d  i t- \\·as h i dd�I� 
careful ly  l ll�hinJ a s l i d i ng panel of the 
duset·-t l1at he had di>'< 'U\'L'red i t there 
\Yh�:n he ga i n ed access tu htr room in hL'l" 
absence. [ s lwuld I ike to kiWI\. abuut 
t h�!l s l i d i n g  pane l-if one is t hne ." 

T he sl id ing panel was there, aml Be tty 
ktd kJW\\·n of i t  : one of the maids had 
t·a l kd her attent ion t u  i t  when fip;t  she 
u,·,·u p i c·d the ruum. I t  h a d  bt:l:ll t here 
no m1-.: knew how many years, and a ro
mann: h ad been \voven round it, wh icll 
the ma i d al :'u told. The romance had 

�tirred B e t  l y· s imag i na t ion , but she could 
not remember that  �he h ad open.:d the 
panel once a fter her talk with the maid. 

" I t 's  a l l  so very st range," she con
fe:.;secl. " it !Je,v i l ders me. To th i nk that 
I ,  Betty Le igh ton , am t he \Voman in 
Gray � ,\nd I ne1·er was kno \\'1\ to walk 
in my ,;Jeep before in  a l l  my l ife
never � ' '  

" You never htfun: h a d  anyth ing that 
so st ra i t ied your nerves, dear," said Grace 
Travis with quick sympathy and U t i i L· r 
standing. 

C H . \ PT E R  X X .  

T H E  'lT R �; O F  T i l E  ROAD. 

S I TT I .:\ G \\·h ite-faccd and haggard a t  
h i s  desk a t  home, S idney Le ighton 
looked at the t el egrams he had re

ceived :  one from Arch er Dunl ap , urg ing . 
commanding h im to p l ace the aeroplane 
model at on ce before t h e Secretary o f  
\Var ; t he other from t h e  Secretary h i l ll
self, ordering h im to present the -mode"! 
at once. 

Leigh ton cou l d not comp ly. hrcause I lL· 
did not h�n·e t h e  mod e l .  He had , t houu;h,  
a s i ,·kc n i n g  fee l in g  t hat  i t  had someh l l \\. 
got into t he hands of  Lionel Bordcti .  
.\nd h e feared that i f  search was made 
for i t. th ere would come a n  e:-; j > l os i n� 
rcn:lation \vhich \vould shake him out l l f  
h is pl ace in  the \\'ar D epartmen t .  !- '"r 
if Borden bad the lll <Hlt.:l  and , rlr i n:n i t t l d  
a corner. told \vha t ! , ,. kne1v, S idnc:1· 
Leigh ton ' ,.;  career in \\'a;;J ti ngtun, or any:_ 
\l·here. 11·as ruined. 

\Vorse than that. the revelation woulcl  
crush his  fathn, \vh om he honest ly re-
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yered. And his proud mother, whom he 
hll·ecl-she cou ld never look mau or 
,,·oman in the face agai n .  His fingers 
were cold a� he took up the tel egrams ; 
:md .it was fear of these th ings which,  
l i ke a cnt-o' - n i ne-tails trimmed out w ith 
IJraids o f  cacti, lashed h i m  u n t i l  he 
writhed. 

\\'hen only on� road op c: t ' '· a n , ] there 
is no \\' ay tu go IJ:H·k, a m:tn pc-rfl > r<:e 
takes that road, even t h ouL;h i ll· ha,.; no 
wish to go fon,·ard in i t .  The une and 
on ly thing that S i dney Le i ghtun sa\Y to 
do \vas to ,,· i re both the :-;._.,'l'l' t :tn· of \\':tr 
and the in\·entor that tile tnndd h �td my:;
ceriousl y and unaccountably d i ,.;ap pean:d. 
That would g i,·e h im at l east a hrt:at h ing 
spell, ::mel someth i ng m igh t turn u p .  But 
t h e  trouble was that i t  m m l d  ,.tart a 
search, both by t h e Sent:tary aJ t t l  hy 
D unlap.  The machinery of the g<JVl'l'll
ment secret-s<:rvi cc \vould he brought to 
bear on the matter. And th at meant per
sonal subj ection to r i g i d  que,.;tiuning, a ncl 
th e  manu facture under rolll jJU b i n t l  o l' 
more l ies to bolster those alreadv told. 
It meant the tran·l ing o [  a path

. 
\Yhich 

IJrist lecl \Yi t h  danger. 
Young Leighton cnYercd h i '  cyl·,.; with 

l l i s  hands and tr ied t o  think. Te legrap h  
blanks w e r e  before h i m ,  and h i �  impul se 
h a d  been to hurrv t h L· l l' lc• :..!;r�: m..; o ti' at 
once. In retTt.>'l ;c·t' l .  Ill' :-;:; ,,. t h ..: steps 
Y>hich hau brough t h i m  tn h i ..;  prc..;ent 
nosition. H e  tr i ed to he l i cve t h at he 
�Yas the v ictim o f  cruel  l ' i rcunbtances. 
and that i n  some v i l la inou� ,,.a,· the Eng
l ishman had mcrci lesslv undnnc· h i m .  He 
had not meant to sel l

· the model to h im, 
but on ly to p ermit him to t ake notes o n  
the m anner o f  i t s  ('OJbtrunion ; that 
;;eemed a very di tTerent t h ing fr< >m sdl
ing property. ,,·h i , ·h did not belong to 
h im. Yet  h e  l 'ou l t l  not h l i t t t l h imself to 
the fact that ideas arc property. and th at 
in tryin g to sell 1 l un la p ' s  ideas h e  h ad 
offered his  own h onor \\Tap ped u p  and 
tangled in the words ancl  li c::1m:,.; ,,· h i t ·�l 
Borden had been so desirous ot putt ing 
in h is note-hook. 

S idney Leigh ton could not gl'l :1\\·a�· 
from the knowledge that he h ad e..;capcd 
only because the model had van i shed. 
H is s ister had tnhn i t-h i s  m·at h  ro�e 
blindly as he thought o f  that : - -and t h en 
some one, \\'ho wm; 'aid to he a wnman. 
and '"as no doubt Bonlcn's accomplice, 

had taken it from his sister, or, rather, 
from that fatuous Tom Amber ly. And 
now where it '"as no one knew. Should 
the secret-service �1gents throw out their 

nets, raking all water�, fou l and fair, th ey 
\\·ould l earn "·Iw that woman was, and 
,.-hat relation she h e ld to Borden ; and
yes , the part he, Leigh ton, h :1d p layed i 11 
th e great game : But the pol ice m igh t 
not make that final discovery ; t hey d i d  
n o t  ah1·avs succeed. 

H e  took h i �  hand from h i �  aching L ycs 
and drew a blank t\1\l·arc\ h i m. As he 
did so,  h e  looked round the room. i t  
,,·as a \Yell-appointed place. l l e  ol>

sen·ed his p ipes in their rack, and lt is 
tobacco-j ars alongside ; the cros�cd fen
cing- foils on the w a l l ,  and the 1 ndian 
c lubs on the tloor at th e end o f  h i s  t [,  sk. 
He had once dreamed h e  m igh t become 
an amateur athlete, and had swung and 
\Vhirled t hose cl ubs assi cluow;l y  n igh t a n d  
morni ng. H e  gl an ced a t  h i s  books, i 1 1to 
,,·h ich he had not looked for a long w h i l e, 
l ately finding t he newspapers and a maga
zine or two all h e  cou ld get through ,,· i th.  
H e h ad lost his  interbt in stories, and 
he had no time for t hem ; I i fc \\'as too 
tense. too strenuous. H e  had parte.:• l 
with the youth ful �est and the feel ing 
o f  youth \Yhich make,.; fict ion so en j o 1· ·  
abl�.  

· -

\Vhen he h ac! sur\'<.:\'L'd the room . much 
as if h e  feared h e  ,;·a,.; ne\·er to sec i t  
again, h e  breathed deeply, steeled h i s  
heart, and. turni ng !Jack to the desk, t ook 
up his pen. H e  \\· as menta l ly word i n g  
,,·hat he should \\Titc, ,,· hen h e  h earJ 
some one approach his door. 1 le kne w  
i t  \Yas Bettv. 

Such was his dread of meet in g her n o w  
that be g o t  up a n d  locked h is door. t lw1 
sat s ilent in h i s  chair. hop i ng that s h e  

\Youlc\ think he \vas n o t  in h i s  room. and 
so woul d  not trouble h im.  But h e  \vas 
mistakm. She st opped ami tapped on 
h i s  door. 

1 1  S i dney." 
H e  did not answer . 

1 1  Sidney, I \\·ant to sec you. " 
Sti l l  he did not ans\\'er. 
" I knmY vou are in your room, for 

mother said \·ou were ; :in<l I must see 
�-ou. Open th e  door, S idney. l t's wry 
important." 

He got up then and unlocked the door, 
his face pale and self-nccusing. She 
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pu:;hed by h i m  into the room IY ith her 
t ra\·e l ing-bag, and h e  closeJ the door. 

" \\' hat is  t hat ? " h e  al most shouted, 
treml> l in;!;. 

" T i l e  model , "  she amloUnCL'tl, llurr i ecl 
hut tr iumphant . She set her hag on the 
floor a nd began tu dra11· off her glo.-es. 
' · :\ ! other sa \Y me. of course, hut she had 
no reason to susp�:ct anything." 

" ( ) [  c·olH:'l: uot ; 11· h \· ,;]wu l d  she ) " 
f f e dropp ed d 01n1 by the bag. " Td l  
J :ll: about i t-and unl ock the th ing . 
\\'here d id  you find i t ? "  

H er qu icl� glance, passing u1-er his  
dc:-:k.  not t.:d and read the tdegr�ml:'. 

" \'ou mav see it as soon as l can get 
the hy out of th i s g l on: , "  she s�(id.  
' · B u t  i \Yant you to t a k e  i t  immed iate ly 
tu t he S en·� t a;·y. }Jromisc me you wi l l  
do th�: t . ' '  

l i t: stoud u p  qu ick ly and luoked at h e r .  
S h e  knl: ll' en;ryth ing. ancl h e  sa11· that she 
h ad read the tdegrams . 

" 1 \Yas to blame for its l oss when it 
d isap peared a t  \Vildwood," she said . 
" 1 ' ll t e l l  vou a l l  about it later, aml a l l  
about h olY - i t  w a s  recovered ; but I have 
a feel ing t h at i t  is not safe a m inute 
until it is in the hands of the Secretary. 
( 'o lonl'l Borden was at \Vihlwood, ai{d 
he has fol lowed me, I 'm a fra id ; and I 
h urried here "·ith it as fast as I coul d . 
I knew that [ could trust you - your 
honor-Si clnev . "  

H is bl ue e{•es, s o  l ike his sister 's, that 
h ad fi l led w-i t h  quick gra t itude and a 
h igh, flashing hope, glinted a !itt le at 
that. Yet t hank ful ness and re l i ef, and 
th e st i rrings u f  aroused honor, \YCre the 
cmot ions uppe rmost. And here was a 
\YaV o ut . H e  could li1'e again, face the 
woi·Jd aga in . be a man aga in. 

" I ' l l  do i t , ' ' he sa id  \\· i th  unaccus
tomed humbleness. " But I ' d  l ike to 
know how you gnt i t  back. and "·here i t  
\\·as. and about that woman. "  

" I ' l l  t e l l  y o u  al l about i t  la t L'r. It  
\\'as-lost. at \Y i l d \\'ood ."  

He kHl been about t o  p i c k  up t h e bag :  
hut .  glancing at 11l'r. he surpri stcl an 
en igmat ic l ook in h er face. 

" \'ou're a fraid of Borden :  I 'm  not. 
i n broad dayl igh t . B u t  I \\'ant to say 
t h is.  B L'tt\' : von t rus!L'd m e  \Yh en \'Oll had 
I l l l  good ' re�ison to. ancl-wc l l .  -I ' l l  not 
f < , r :c;c t  i ! .  �mel )·on 11· i l l  nut regret i t . ' '  

( T h e  

H e  caught up the t rave l ing-bag ; then, 
w it h  a certa in restra int and all'kwardness. 
he kissL·d her. a l most as i f  h� \\·ere her 
l onr instead of her brot her ; and then 
h e  \Yent out and h urried away. 

At the c·orner below the house h t>  
hough t a p ap er, and read it  as he h astened 
a long. Some paragraph s  on th e fi rst 
page, in a despatch from \\' i ldwoocl Stat i on, caught his eye. 

" ( ;reat H ea1-cn : " he sa id , as if fright
ened . " C o l onel Borden k i l lccl by Dun
l ap's  Hying mach i n e : " 

The 1necked aeroplane, he reacl . had 
l>een found in  the fielcb a t  \\' i l clwoocl, 
11· i t h  the body of the  E ng lishman 
c ru�hed undl'r  i t .  

Betty Le i gh ton aros� ll' ith a flutter tn 
rc:rei1·e Tom �\mhcrl v  at the fi rst ca l l  h,� 
had made her i n  he r o ll' l l  h o m e .  

" I 've a surp r ise f o r  you . "  she sa id 
roguishly as h e  came inlu the ruom \\·hen� 
she awaited h im. " Can you guess what 
it is ? " 

" You are go ing to he as good to me 
as I 'm tryi ng to be to you . ' '  

" That terr i bl e, ogre ish creature \\'hom 
you th ought equal to all  kin(h; o f  dread
ful duplicity-Grace Travis, I mean
has just told me that she is  going tu 
marry your very dear friend, :\ I r. H avi
l ancl . "  

Tom Amberly's cl ean -cut , handsome 
face took on more color. more eagerness. 

" That's good," he said,  sm i l ing upon 
h er ; " but I had guessed it. And I-" 
He hesitated, ho lding tight the hand she 
had extended . " A  c·erta i n  mvster\· 
havi ng been c l eared a1Yay, I th ink i ma}· 
perhaps c l a im the fu l fi lment of a certain 
pro mise." 

" There was no promise," she said, 
d rawing back as she sa \\' the l ook in his  
gray eyes. 

" N o ?  I mav han· one nm1·. then. 
hope. You kno�\' what I mean ? "  

Jic bent toward h er . 
" I 'm not a good guesser , "  she said ; 

" I ncnr was. l proved that at \V i l cl-

" ThL·n I sh a l l han' to te l l  you ae(a in ; 
for you proved another th i ng at \V i l cl
\\'l>Oc!-that there can he no h appiness in 
1 i fc for me \\' ithout vuu. I am here to 
cla i m t hat h ap p iness .'" 

E n d . )  



THE CLOAK OF AN ANCIENT GRUDGE. 

B Y  V I R G I N I A  T Y L E R  H U D S O N . 

A S H O R T S T OR Y .  

\ B 1:! .  :\ ! . \ :-' ( ) :\ .  o f  :\ I  ro; ,  
Sma l l ' s funrth tl < >or rear. 
hnrril:d ly  m a k i 11� h n  
p rq>arat i uns l·or  t h e <hl \·'o; 
d a i l y  grind.  d id a mu t i 

nnn,; t h i n g  f < >r  �m1· ' "· , · u 
p a n t  o f  t i l l '  \ < > [ '  l l o o r  rc�H 11· h c· l l  ·; I H· rL·ad 
her morn i ng l e t t e rs .  

Letters is mcrl: l y  a l " < >!ll \ ' l i m c· I I U ry t L·rm, 
applied by Esther. the maiJ of a l l 1wrk, 
for m bsin,; of am· k i i Hl rc: < ·c· ind 1 >1· :\ ! iss 
:\ J ason \\'lTc' fl:�\· and far ! JL:t \I'CL'll . 
l · sua l h· t h c 1· \Yl:l'l: on l l· f r"m t h ,· \\"om
a n's  I•:xcha;1gc for w

.
lwm ,..he ,,·orked. 

h urrying her w ith some spec ia l order for 
the i n terminable mcnu-carcb she pa intl:d 
f< >r soml: of thl: n:chan.�,:s  \Y l'a l t hy 
pa t rons . 

\\.hen she had n·:.ul t h l: s pec ia l 
deliverv that had been hand ed hn 1 >1· t he 
awestrfcken but none too tidy Esther, 
A nn abel :\l ason did na. - t ly  t hc,;L· i rra
t iona l th i ngs. 

First, she carried t h e  pot of st ea m i n g  
ncar-coffee t h a t  11·as  t o  l 1:1 1·c formed t h l: 
bl:tter part of lwr breakfast  i nt o t lw h a l l .  
;m1l gai l y  clumped i t s  ent i re contl'nb i n t l> 
the s ink.  Then shl: took the gay l i tt le  
l:arthen pot to her "· i ndm1·. from IYhich 
she thre\\' i t  IYi t h  a l l  h er might into the 
a n:a helo1Y. 11·herL· i t  l i t  l l l l  :\ I rs. Small 's  
Ltt pood l e. out  for  i t s  mornin.� ;l i r i n �. 
S h e  laughed heart i ly at t h e  ,,· i l d  11 a i l  o f  
t h e pup, and ful l mn·cl t h e  pot 11· i t h t 11· c >  
;1 ! \ c m i c  r a i s i n - J , u n,.. . P ro pd kd h� l l l 'r  
\\·om�m',; aim.  t i l L·\· k i H wh·cl a �na gg1· 
gera ni um f rt >J < l  �� I ;l'i,::; hhoring fe i w < · .  a n; l 
rai,;cd a "· "nl 1· dl'i l l ll l l' t ra t ion from t i l t· 
n L· x t  door p�H ro t .  

" Po l ice : F i rL· : T h i c·l·c"' : · ·  l w  �ll rid�ccl.  
" R -r - ro t ten : "  

B u t  .\ n n ahd o n l y  g i ;..;.�h·cl again .  a hit  
] l ,·s t c r i c·a l h·. and w i t h  unvrrin� :� i m  sen t 
t J; ,_. abrni -dock a ftl'r  hc·r l'reak fa�t . 
T lwn. pu l l in g  the cnrt:� i n  j n': i n  t i m L· t n  

<·S< ·a pe t h e  w i ld , · i amor o f  h e r  cmnging". 
uutragccl m·i g l i l H>rs. the girl nept back tu 
hL·d . fu l l v  d rc,;�cd . and la1· t l lciT, lau�ll i i i ' '  
and n�·i ;1 g  and c l u tc h i ng t he Jette!: t k;� 
had c · ; lUSI 'd it �i l l .  

( l i l t' h " u r, ! \Yo hours, she ! a v  t hcre-

1 " < 1 .� c· : : "ugh to han· fi n i shed the ··anL .; 
t h a t  \\Tre d ue a t  ten o'c lm·k .  T h L·n shl' 
a ruse . :-;he d ressc·d l l c rsc· l f  , ·ardul h· i 1 1  
th e mtwh -nw n d ed prinresse t h at h ad ;lum· 
dut y a long t ime ;1s l l LT l ws t  fr cwk.  a nd 
] ' L l ccd on lwr ntrl v am hn hL'acl t h l: hat 
11· i t h  t lw � n'l'n �cZtrf t hat was to han· 
f < > l l uwcd t he , ·anb to the exchangL'. 

( >nee outside. she hcg:�n to \\·ond er ;1 
h i t  a t  hcr�el f and a t  i t  a l l-hut i f  one u f  
\ I rs . S m a l l ' ,;  ot lh'!" locign,; h a d  fol l cmcd 
t lw t op tl"u r rear, he IH>uld haYe been 
aso;urecl t ha t she had i n truth lost her 
reas011 . < > n ly a moment did sh e stop
l ong en ough to coun t  thL· hi l l s and coi n .;  
i n  her t1 at t L' I ll'cl purse·. 

" S i x  dol la rs." she rounted. " t \Yu 
d imes. a n i cke l . ami mv luck\• fi 1·e-do l l a r  
gold - p i c <'<·. I 11·on't n�l:'cl i t  �my more t u  
lw bur i ed \ 1  i t  h .  ,; n  I suppose t h a t  IY i l l  
�d lOU t do i t . "  

I n  front o f  t h e  S t .  .-\ n t h o n \'. t h <.' 
sma r l l·.;t rest aurant in the c i t\·. 11· hosc· 
pric e,; \\Tre only spoken abou t · i n  "·h is 
per� a t  \ l r�. S m a l l ' s ,  she stopped. Then. 
a,; if  f u l h· decided.  and before her inten
t ion ,;)wu i d 11·an·r. she ·  fa i r ! \· ra n i nto t lw 
p l an·. a n d  f1>tl l ld lwr,;v l f  ,;i t ii n g  at a t a l > k 
t ! l ' ;I r < l l l L' l > f  t i ll' IY i i l l lo \\·,; she had p as,;ed 
"" o ft en i n  t h e last fc' \\' years on her t r i 1 •s 
t < >  : 1 w  1 ' \ c h a n ge. I t  11·a,; t h : Ji rst t i nw 
�h\: ! 1 �u l  k J l ( l \\. 1 1  1 h 1. '  ,�,- : 1 u l n ,,. f r t \ l l l  t l 1 : i t  
sidL· .  h l> ll'l'I'L'l'. 

" .\ 1 1 .  kt l l i L· "-'"· " she sa id L! t l CC:ll i d h· \ P  
t he 11·a i tn 1\ IHJ lwYcred ""n ] ;, · r .  

-
Slw 

f L· I t u n com fortal , h· t h a t  h is l'\'l'oi \\Tl\' 
p ierc i n g h er d isgu i�c :1s an h a l > i t t;l- , r  stwh 
a place. and she· k nc 11· t ha t  I l l' sa \\ t i l l' 
mended place in t h L· ,-, ,kc. "f lH ·r  g l l \Y l l .  
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ll l:' r hat 1vas a l l  r igh t ,  though. she kne\\·, 
::md peop le ". ho \\"l'l'C com pe ! led to \\·ear 
mended frock� never \\·ore forty-dollar 
but l l l L ' \ ;'. 

" ( ;rape fruit , o f  course," 
" "·i th-l:r-sherry, a squab 
f0/11 /11<".1' d< f,.'/'l't' Stlll (f/t(t.l", 
That 's  a l l . "  

,;he o rd erL'( I .  

bro i ler, -.Yith 
Yes, co l'fo:L'. 

Tt had l Jt·cn a l ung time s i nce she had 
k nown the luxury of order ing a l m:ak
fast ,,·ithout count ing the cos t .  Th:� 

wnmlcr of i t  al l went to her head like old 
IY i ne, as the years o f  privati on a nd to i l  
a s  an employee of t h e  exchange a n d  \ I rs. 
Smal l";; top tloor rear came nu wding i n  
Uj iOll her. H er eyes \Yere no l onger t i red. 

l m t  sparkl ing, and, 11·ith t he deep t int�  of 
t h e  pan sy in them that some one kld s�1 iu 
h e  loYCd in the old t ime, fl:'<J,;tet! t h em
Sl:' l l'l:'s on the h�autiful room-the soft 
,,· h ite linen u f  the tables, t he tinv sh: tcb l  
l a mps \Y i t h  their  dang l ing Lw�HIL:d frill,:iL' 
-an d came back to re,.;t caress ingly on 
t h e  l i t t l L· c l uster o f  wses by her p lat�.:. 
S h e  lc:J.ned funyard to sn i ff at t he wscs, 
and opened t he letter agai n . 

l'a rt o f  it 1vas typc\\ritten on the paper 
n[ S immons & Simmotts, attorneys at l a1r. 

l l t·: .\R :\L\ PA :I I : 
l t  i;; uur pa in ful duty to i n fonn y0lt o f  

t h e  death o f  your respected aunt, 1\Iiss 
). l ehrtabcl 1\ J as,,n, nne n i  om Ya lucd clients.  

BY the t crn1 ;; "f the will  w h i ch wa,: le ft 
w itl; u ::, you wi l l  in herit her en t i re fortune, 
amotmting- to about two hundred allll tl fty 
th ou :-;md dol lars, a f t e r  some minor bequests 
h ave been made. This, o f  course, i s  on 
cond i tion o f  your ful fill ing the requ i remen t s  
mL·nt irn1ccl i n  the Jetter of  ins! rue! ions ldt 
hy your cstcemccl aunt. 

Th i s  kttcr we enclose. I t  wil l  explain 
it Sl'l f .  

\\ "c  s1:ggcst tha t you cal l  upon u s  nt  your 
( ' ; trlic,;t  conycnicncc to further <11 l j u st the 
mnttcr. 

Tru;;t i n g  to be fan,rcd with your business. 
as we wuc for years entrusted with that of 

t h L· laml'nted "\ l i -: '  ).feh ctahcl 1\lason, we 

rctna111. 
Yours Ycry truly, 

Per C. SnntO:--; s & S I .I I :I ! O :;s .  

In the crabbed band she kne11· so 1rel l 

o f  the great-aunt ::he had nen·r had caus.: 
to love

� 
\Yas the following endo,ure : 

"\fy fiE.\R :\ n:n: .\ :\ :" H: TlF:LT.E : 
T suppose I mu st call  yon " my dear 

n iece, .. ;;. s l nng a s  1 an1 p;( ) ing; to d i e and 

lea n� you the monc1· m v  bcl o\'C'd rclatiYcs 
arc itcit ing to  lay ha;Hb ;.,n.  

. 

I mn,;t ><:11' iu 1·onr fa\·or. that n•n haYe 
hcrn the ntc;st i n

.
dep(;'ndcnt of the

. 
Int. and 

h::t 1 ·c not en me whi n i n g- t o  m e  for mon ey. 
l'l'<'n wh en y . .  u had to t ake \ • )  pa int ing 
pieut r c - c a r d s  i11r '< i l l y  won1en\ pa r t iL'oi . Oh. 
yes,  I knell' a l l  a JH ,ut it ,  hut wh,·n you saw 
lit tn d i srcg·ard my wishes ahont marry in;.; 
t hat c:: t i mabl e  Dr. Black who has brought 
m e ·  this  far, h u t  saYs h e  cannot make 1 J l l' 
l i n· any l n n ,•;·c· r, T (ii dn't care what bcca ; , 1L' 
( f f � - � _ !  l � .  

1\ c-. idcs .  I lH'l·ckd mv Ol\·n i l lOilCI' while 1 
w:< s al i 1·c . I am sorry I can' t  t ake it \l- i t h  
me t o  san� a squabble. but  I c a n  make ynu 
do what I have hcen trying to do for twcJ�ty
li\-\.' year.s . 

I t \  abou t t h e  dolman. Yc,;, J capital izL· < l  
i t  lung agu, for i t  has been the cause oi 
m os t  o f  my tronbles-e\·en more ::o than m ·.
lwlo vcd. schem ing grand-nephews and n icct · .: . 
l have tried f,H a qu:lrt<'r of :1 centur·.- t o  
g d  i t  nut  o f  my hand,; . h u t  t h a t  pcrniL

:
iou ;; 

o ld Lucinda Pi erson . who is ns obstinat e a:: 
l .  has made my l i fe a purgatory by her re
fusal to accept it.  But she must.  She m ust .  
you hear ! I lea 1·e i t  to Y<>U a ,;  a .-;acrcd 
charge aml t n  make i t  t>ne \1- i lh  ycou, you 
<:ha'n't have a cent o i  my money nnk;;,; Y<lll 
force heL y,,u must t�sc ('\Try po s> ihk 
('tl(leaYnr to get t h e  thing in h er possessi • 'n.  
anc\ kc,·j> it iht're ! 

They tel l  me she i s  nboul to d i e, t on. 
\Veil, the wor l c\ will he hct\L' I' off twice , , ,· e r  

with both o f  us gone, b u t  i i  she docs,  h>tl 
must force th e dol man on her heir  or h:i r;;. 
You will  haYc one hu ndred clo\lars a 111 < •n t l ;  
for s i x  months, t o  C•">Yer L'X)"IL'n;;t•,; in d< > ;n ...; 
t h i s . That oug· h t  t o  J .c long L'i10 l1g·h for :t l ·, ,
one to accomplish anything for

· 
a qua rt('

.
r 

of a m i ll i on . But mY l<t\I'I'Crs mus t he 
satisfied that t h e  Pi crs�n t ril•c have gi1cn 
up the- ilghL Then you can ha1·e t h e  mont·,-. 
for all I care. I f  you don't <:uccecd. i n  si-x 
months from the t ime you rccci1·c t h i s  k t t er, 
th en my money wiiJ go to buy young cari
bou s  for penurious Jgorotc ch i ldren . l 
han• ahY:lYS heard th(',. knl'w what to do 
with cariiH�us i f  t h ey h;d thc·m. 

If you do get ti1 c  ;n oncy . spctHI it  a' 
qu ickly as you c:1n, and get back to ca r : h .  
wh ere y o u  c a n  a m o u n t  t o  s onwthing·-ma1·hc. 
Yntt have actccl as i i you had tl�c .i\I;son 
grit. or oh�tin�cY. 

T Sllppnsc J ;night j ust  a s  well do t h ,· 
11·hnle thing up properly i f  t h i s i d iotic <lll<'t •-·r 
i� rig-ht in �aying- l 'n1 g( �ing to d i e. so. fnr 
once. I' \  I sign my.'<'l I, 

Y"ur l o 1·ing aunt ,  
i\ f t-:TI I'l',\Tll·:r. i\ f .\ SOX.  

Annabel laughed so m i rt h full y- '"h e n  
she had .fi nished t h is l'Xtraordinar): cpi,t1c  
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t h a t  the d igni fied hc:tll \1-�t i t (·r \l·:mdcrcd 
u t wbtru�in�ly OYer m·ar h er, 11· i t h  a \Y:trn
i u �  glance in h i s cyl·. S l t c· c lh: < - kdl hc·r 
m i rth sudden h·. 

" I t \Yuuld hL· !lll l �- right  to pul l  a l"n;..( 
face for  a m om ent. ' '  she though t .  " Puur 
l onch· Aunt :\ i  chetahel : But l supp ose 
cd1e ��·uulcl rL·a l l y pre [ cr to ha ,.,. me SL·� 
it as I do. ,\ qua rt er of ::t m i l l i o n : 1 
w is h  i t  II'Cl'L' d i nner. so I cuu ld  h a\'e 
orden·cl 1\. ; , l l' : " 

\\' i t h  a suppressed ya 11 n sh.: cl i cl n u t  
fed , so h i gh 11· i t h  hope f o r  the futun: 
be::tt her h eart,  the girl p:t i < l  her scorL', 
surprising th <: 11·aiter ,,· i t h  an unusua l l y 
generou� t ip.  

" T here go m y  ne\Y gl on:s. " shL' bu_c;hc·d 
t o  hersel f. and nude· a l i t t l e  gri tnace a t  
t he p ink-chL'L'k ·. <l g i r l 11 h u  sm i l d :1t h e r  
out of the gla>'s a t  I t a  side·. 

" Call  me a cab-a taxicab," she added, 
to the l > O IY i ng.  obs�qu i ous hcJd \l' a i tcr.  
She had a !nw . .;t  furgc_ , + t ,"l  t lnt U :\ i ·.·al>,; 
had l >e< ·omL' t h ,· fa,· , , n :.· liJ .· t hud of \ -xu-. 
m o t i o n  s i n c e  she had l>ec:t :\ [ r,;. S m a l l ' s  
top flour rear. 

I T .  

T H E  lu .\.ur1· o f  tha t S IY i ft-tno\·in:� cab : 
She lay back

. 
dream ily. pausi ng un l �- for 

a pleased look at her OIY n  changed ap
pearance as she again caught a gl impse 
of her face i n t he cab m irror. This  wa,; 
not the poor. drab creature that had 
painted mmu -cards all  d ay for many yes
terdavs and must of last night.  

" \\Thy, I-l ' m  a l most pretty : "  she 
exclaimed aloud, " and the 11· < > r ld b 
b e fore me. I f  onlv ()[ iyer-" But s h �  
put from her the tl;ought which h ad on l y 
h�gun to form i tsel f . 

" That's  a l l  oyer." shi' said rue f u l h·. 
" I f he had rca l l v  can·d-had shom1 th;tt 
i t  wasn't mere ly .pi ty fur me-but it'� tun 
late now." 

At th e oftice of S immons & S immons . 
old B. ( � . Sinunom h imsel f. mouse-gray 
man. s o l i c i t oth and beam i ng. t:dkc·d to  t l ll' 
girl . 

" So you think YOU can get riel o f  t lll' 
d olman ? " he asked h e r. 11:i t h  h is bland. 
o i lv  smile .  

i,  I can try. ' '  st amm �red ,\nn::thel. 11· h < >  
\\'as somewl{at o1·�rcome by t h e  prdl'n
t i ous air of the p lace and the man. 

" Your aunt was a-er-a rather de -. 
terminl'll 11·om:�n," he IY,· n t  1 > l l ,  " bu-t si lL· 

fai le-d a f t n  t iiT t l t\ - li n· H'ars o f  t n·in· ' 
l1 < > m:>LL f \Y i� ]\ \:< lll l ucl;:. i u c;t reti1el;�
l>er 1·our F i r�t  Re:i cler ',;  ach·ic:· about ' t rv . 
try ;lg a i t t . '  Ihn: i ,; 1·uu r ti r�t insra l me;l t  
o f  one hundrL·d dol la r,;. l k· k·n· ' "" 

IY i l l  ti ne! i t  l it t le  enough.  l >ut your ai111t 
yc:ts q u i t e  ,;tr ict  on this p< > i n t .  Remcml>n 
us if yuu need any legal advice. Your 

aunt depended much upon m y  ach· i ce a t  
stlt'h t iml',;, a ,;  si lL· \YanlL'cl that o f sonw 
C > I I :.  C uod morning." 

1 o a girl of t ln·n t \·-th rce. \Yho had 
g-rown acTuo;tomcd to count in g tilL' p�n
n i L'S in :\ I rs. Small 's  top J lour rear. mw 
hund red d ollars was a pri nceh· ,;um . 

" I  m it(ht j ust as \\·e l l  buy· that l i tt !l' 
clr,•,;s at Stewart's I 'ye wanted for StJ 
lung." she thought as she emerged from 
t h e  ta l l building i n  \Yh ic h  t h e  lall'yer< 
offi,y.; 1n:re situated . " I t surely ,,·on ' t  
take much to send t h a t  o l d  dolman back 
t u  tha t crankv :\I i,;s Pier,;on. \Vlw. I 
can earn· i t  L;ack mrsd f. eYer so n;�\11\' 
t ime�, fu'r that matte� . I certainlv haY� 
a l ong, Yaried experience as a bund lt' 
carrier. In fact , I bel i en I hold the 
long d istance record. "  

\\'hen the 11· ide-eyed Esther opened the 
door. O l l  the girl's return home, it  was on 
a tutalh· d i fferen� Annabel than the one 
'"Iw had started out in the morni ng. N' u t 
only had she purchased the coYeted frock. 
but gl oYes, shoes, and a dainty parasol 
had been thought necessary to keep them 
company. 

" O h, an' have yez had a ra ise, m i ss ? " 
l' .'\claimed the maid. " How fine ye look ! 
f USt l ike the actor-[adv that O l l t' C  hac! t] l l' 

i1 rst Boor front-onlv
.

more so : "  
Annabel Hushed . • 
" Tell  l\I rs. Sm al l  I t h ink I ' l l  be leav

ing her to-day. ' ' she v< >uchsa fL·d \Y ithout 
fur th er e xp lanat i on . " ( �in� her thi,; . ' '  
coun t i ng out the money for h er l ong over
due ren t . " And her<', t his-this is  for 
you," she addecl. and prL·ssed a bi l l into 
the moi ,;t .  flabby hand of  the aston i sh nl 
ma id . 

" O h ,  b less the  pret ty  eyes of you , 
mi,;s : "  cried the dum founded Esther. 
" 1\n' ,;urc. an' it \Yas the fine big bund l e  
that \Yas l e ft for ve z  t h e  hour. You'r•.' 
the l uck\· one t h is cia\' : " . . 

,\nnabel 's  spi ri t,; . \Yh i c h  had not fta!,(gcrl 
dur i ng t h e  exc iti ng l'I'L' I lb nf th e day. 
prom p t l y  fl'll  tu zno. S h e  Jle1Y pant i n c; 
to t he· t l lp  ll uor n·:t r. : tnd fell  \Y i lcl l �- t l l t  
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t h e  u u gai n l y  bund l e  w h ich lay t here 
taunt ingly on her u mn ade heel. . Lit�.:r
�: l l y  slw tore open i t ,;  \Happi n g� . S ure 
L'nough. it  \Y�h the dolman. J tht as s!J ,_· 
had feared � B u t  how, in the name of 
all  \Yickcd u l d  \Yomcn, had tLey found 
her su sc •un ? . ,  

ThL· dol :nan's  bugl es a n d  jet  t IYinkh:d 
and laughed in  the une ray of sunshim· 
in th e l i tt le dark room, as the k\Yildercd 
g irl sat gloom i ly surn:\·ing it. P imml 
un one foo l ish grusgrained s l c:e \T 1\'as a 
l it t le  note \lh i c h  she slUII' ly  opened and 
read : 

:\ [ y  DEAR i\I i :i S  :\L\sn:' : 
i\Iy aunt , :\ ! i s s  Lucinda Picr"•n, who has 

just  d ied �mel made m e  h e r  heir.  r.:qncsted me 
on her dy ing bed to  give t u  you, th e heiress 
, , f her l i fe-long f riend, l\Iiss J\lehetahel 
:\ l ason. this cloak wh ich I am sending. 

� ot being a wmn:ln ,  I cannnt ful ly U!Hkr
stand the value o f  the gift,  but feel a ssu n d 
t hat you will duly appreciate the kimln ess u f  
1 1 1 y  a u n t ,  w h o  c y e n  o n  h e r  death-hecl dic.l nut 
f orgct her friends. 

I am sorry not t o  he ahk t o  dl'l i '- ·,·r  t h i ,;  

h st gi ft to  y o u  i n  person, hu t I am l c·; t l' i n g  

: : l tnost immediatelr for a h u n t i n g  tr ip  1 1 1  
Canada, and i t  wi li he i mpns,; ihle.  

\\'ishing you much j , ,y i n  the wea ring of 
c u ch a n  exqu i site garmen t .  as my aunt 
; :ssurcd me this  on<' is.  l r,·main, 

Yours sincerely, 
0J.IHR P I ERSO:-:. 

I I I . 

So ! It \\'as a d ctcstah le man \\'ho 
could make fun of her misfortune. o f  
•:;hich h e  undoubtedly knew. She would 
! :ave to fi ght � 

\VeiL she cuuld sb lll\' !l i m. too : 
I t  \Yas some time ! tc fore An na be l fouml 

1 ut t hat ?I I r. OliYer Pierson's rooms \H'l'C 
: n  the highly ev-ht ' i,·c A r ! i np;t( )n A rms.  
:-:he real ly could not p l a)' the rt>lc nf 
: tmclle-girl tn that p lace·, so l\\11 c ln l lar,
mure o f  her h oard, \\·hicb d id not :'C.T I I1 

, o l arge aftL·r a l l .  ,,-cnt toward seml i n;..; 
k: ck the dolman. a fter �he had l t':unccl 
t hat M r .  Pi erson had not yet gone on h is 
hunting-trip. 

?I I uch though t was exp ,·ndecl i n  IHi t i n g  
; 1  su i tabl e n ote IYh ic h  m i ght eq ua l his  
t ' \\'11. If  on l y she h a d  n o t  qua rrel ed \Yi t h  
() l iver-her 0 l i1·cr. as s h e  ha t !  nc\Tr 
, ·eased to call OliYC:r H ast i ngs, e1-cn w h � n  
c h c  had seen fit t o  ,.enrl him :1\\-a\· for 
h i s  presumption in tryi n g to m :1 rry her 

out of p ity, a,; she in, istecl on putt ing it ,  
t 11·u years IJeforc·-he \\'ould have knmvn 
j ust �dw t to sa,- to t ht: insu ficral1le idiot . 
. U f  course, h� bad said he \Yan ted her 
for  h is IY i fe because he l uvcd her-bu t 
then he had ,.;aiel such p i tyi ng things 
about her mcmled gown, and had l:J ugbcd 
at the e 'ichangc and hn 11H.:nu-cards. S h e  
had said she  w ould show h im '" hat she 
coul d  d o  ; but he had ne\Tr come back, 
and ,;he hacl kno\1'11 t hat she ��-as right i n  
'"-'ml iug h i m  :may. Sure l y. i f  h e  had 
1 > -'L'll tru!v in c·amcst ,  hc cunl cl han: fou nd 
lwr c\Til 

·
a t  ?li rs. Sma l l \. 

Fina lJ ,. the no te 11 as 1ni t ten to her ,cat
i .-< faction ': 

:\ f y  Di�,\R .\IR. T' I i·:lbO :\ :  
I conlJ not think o f  accep t ing so yaJuahk 

a gift from entire strangers. :\Ty own aun t 
] ; ,_. ,.,el i rdtbecl 'nch a princL· ly gi ft on many 
• · c�casiom; during h e r  l i i ct i nw, and I can but 
fclllOI\' llcr exa t l l p l c. 

O f  cour".:, it is a temptation to keep a 
garment of such a rare Yintagc, and in 
sud1 a mi raculotb state o f  preseryation. but 
I suggest that Y«ll ,;c•JHI i t  t" t l1 e  :\ [ u scum 
,, f ::\atural  J-J i -<t . , ry, whnc more people can 
a pprecia t e its an ti qu i ty ancl  beauty. 

I am lcal'ing i mmed iately for a n  e x t ended 
yacht i n g  trip, or else T would ask you t c J  
cal l  in person t o  accl'pt m y  thanks and 
regrets that I cannot  a c cept Y• •nr Yalucd gi f t .  

S i nccrvly yonr.s. 
L'-\�..: >: .\ i : EL �.lA;-;ux. 

Like all  of her f :un i h·. ,\ nn :t hd knt:11· 
th e stCJn· o f  t lw dolman 1 > \. l lt:art. l ts 
h istorv . dat c rl ! Jack ! IYCi lt\·-five war::. 
when . l\1 is,;  Meh etabel ?IIas(m an d · ?IIi':' 
Luc inda Pier,;on. hot h rich.  a]J(I sl't i n  
their ways, had bcL'll Loun c·om p a n ion::. 
Then, one i l l - fated lla�·, they h ad g<>m· 
to a fashionable \l'atni ng-place for an 
outing toge th er. 

' 1 ' h L·\· i 1 �1d  1 1 1 ·. · 1  t l l ,· d:t �h i 1 � .·� ( ' : q �ta in 
\\'at - rhcll'l', a : : d  L' :wh t ' b imvd h i m  as h t•r 
0 \\' 1 1 .  In j u s t i c-e t o  the· •.-aptain,  i t  nm< !Jc 
said th:� t  he had .shm-.-crl no faYurit i ,:m to
,,·arcl c i t hl'r of the t wo w ea l thy lad ic,·, 
t h en past midd l e  age. T f  h e  d anced w:th 
one.  he l 1acl sat for :1 1 1  h our on the ninl! l l 
l i t  piazz[l IY i t h  the otht-r. \\'lH:n he :: pent 
an hour at  croquet y;ith one. tlll' oth(.'r 
\Yas sure of his company at dinner. Ancl 
al l had gone on sercnclv u ntil  the n i ;."h t  
, , f  t h e  st�·a\Y-ridc.  · 

" You' re too old for .Stl < 'h  affairs, my 
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<k:tr Lm·imla," sa i d :\ [ i�s \ l L·hcl:lhel rc
prudng ly. 

" You're j ea lou� hccathc th�.: cap t :.ti n 
d i d n ' t  ask you to go." rctu r��J the  uthcr  
lad\·. " B u t  I ' l l \\T�tr your Ill:\\' tlolm:1 n, . . I , . 
J USt  t 1c same. 

All through the hour . .; that  ful l < J \I'L'Ll ,  
l\l i ss Lucincb nur:;�.:d h d  \Ha t h .  l l cr 
door ,,.,c:; l ucked wh�:n h L· r  fri�:ml rdunt�:d. 
so the do l man could not  he rdun t c·d unt i l  
m o rn i ng . Then, \Y ben i t  \Y:.Js. t h e  irall: 
J\1 i" [ .UI ' illd:.t tJ�:dared i t  h ad ! J�,;cn rl!i l l L'd 
by n posuri.: to the night a i r, and \H>uld 
not accept it. 

" I wi l l  mak�.: yon a present o f it," she 
cll c b recl h it tcrl v to h�.: r  er�t ��· h i lt· friend.  

" l rdu�e to. 
accept i t .  o r  t o  hu y yon 

another mantle.  for t h a t i s  i u st \Yklt von 
'"�mt for yuur old hugkd j ;iccc uf fi n�ry. 
It 's  worn out, a n y  \\·ay," \Ya� t he n·t o r t .  

T hen came the battle.  
\Vhcn l\l iss Luci nda went to her rooms, 

t h e  fi rs t  th ing she \You l d  1i ml 11·ou ld he the 
do l m:.�n . o n  the floor. 11·h�.:rc· it  had b�:cn 
thr01Y n m·er th e transom by th�: i r:� t�: \I i ss  
l\Iehet:�bel. The latter, -in turn, never 
ans\Yen·d the bell-boy's knock but 11· hat 
the h a ted garmen t was forced into her 
h ands. F i na l ly. a t run; 11·as e ffected, by 
which t he th ing \\'as a l lo\\ed tu hang in 
the halls, where i t  became the j �:s t o f  thL! 
bote 1 guests. 

M iss Mehetabel awoke one morn ing to 
fi nd that l\1 iss Luc inda had tkd. The 
dolman was d e liHrcd tu her hy a mes
senger with a note : 

This is a token of mv esteem, which T 
hope you wil l  always k�cp in memory of  
me, as you will  tH'\'<'1' S l T  me ag:1in.  

:\ I i ss l\( ehctahel prolll j > t ly sent it  hack 
to her friend . So st arted the ramb l i ngs 
of t he d ol man 11· h i c h  hacl cont i mw<l for 
t\Yenty-five years ancl nm1· seemed in a 
fa ir wav to he intermi nahll'. From ocean 
to oce�1

·
1 1  it  had been flung hack i n  h ot 

pursuit  n f  a n owner, and e1·cn fore i gn 
t r i ps had not sulliced tn keep i t  from its 
game of ha ttkdorc and shu t t l ecock k·· 
t \\"Cen t h e  hot-headed o l rl women. 

The capta in ? Oh, he eloped wi t h a 
pretty wido1Y the d a y  l\( iss Lucinda \\T!lt  
home ; but, then.  he \Y::ts merel y an i nc i-. 
dent in  the l i fe of the dolman, a n�'IYay. 

Though death was so soon to come 
to both n[ the old friends. tlw�· ne\Tr 

f o rgot t he dolman.  That \l'as \Yil\· .\.n
nal ; cl :\ l ason, o f  :\ l r,.;. Sma l l ',.;  t ot; fluor 
rea r, 11·a,.; to h a n: t he ba t t le o f  her l i fe t < >  
l •e r i d  uf  the t h i ng, 11· i t h  a fortun�.: j u ,.; t  
out of her r�:ach i n  c:tsL: sh L: f a i led. And 
t h a t ,  too,  \Yas 11·h �· �IH: \Yas sorry s h "  
had s e n t  < ) 1 i HT a 11·a ,. .  I I c \\'OU l d  sun: I v 
h a 1·e . .;�:en a w ay out .nf i t ,  for, i f  nothi n� 
l'lse. he had ahYa\·s been resourcdu l .  

But t h a t was l < ;u l�ltL', and � h e  had the 
t h i n g  un her h anJ,.; a l o n �:. 

( l i t  t h �: day a fter Annahc·l had sent h e r  
note t o  the ;\ r l i ng ton .-\ rms. a mes,.;enger 
brought hack to her t h e  dolman.  

-

" Compliments o f  \I r. < l l i 1·er P il'l'son, " 

re�u\ t h e ! 'ard t ha t  accompanictl it . " Start 
for Europe to-day." 

' 1 \l' u dol lars more wen� nccessarv to 
''L' l t d  i t  hack with " T .r1 m �: n t a t i on,.; o f  �I iss 
l\ l ason . Am on mv wav to S iberia." 

A grinning l iveried IJ.e l l-boy from thL' 
A rl i ngton Arm� ne � t  sought 7\ l rs. 
Sma l l '� top floor rear w i th the hateJ 
i >undk. and a fc11· scrawlL·d words : 

Protestations and insi,; tcnrc· on your 
aL·ecptancc from :\ l r. OliH·r Pierson. 

r v .  
ALTIIOC(; J l  t h e  mont h was far from 

over, t he hundred had dw ind l ed to fewer 
d o l la r� than Annabel had possessed 
when she made her tirst reckless fling 
a fter the news, but she unhesitatingly 
sent it  hack, thinking o f  the joy that her 
�l lln t would haYe, could �he but know the 
llc \1· t ravels of  the dolman.  

H er o\\·n messenger brought i t  hack 
11· it h an added charge. .i\f r. Pierson had 
rea l l y  left  the A r l i ngton A rms . She, too. 
\l ou l d han: left i\ l rs . Smal l ' s  had it been 
j •oss ihk,  hut slw k1d long since gone 
h�ll'k to the menu-cards. and her rent was 
ag::ti n clue. 

The nex t <lay came a te l egram from 
:\ l r. P inson in \ !a i m·, and she thought 
o f  the  reck less c �pens<: : 

\',ur mOtksty tnwarc l  accepting a valu:d>k 
gift  does you credit. but p ray let me hcg o i  
you to take your present cou rse no longer. 
Tt  is  useless. The hunting is  liuc. 

With her last fi1·c doll ars. A nnabel e .'\
pres,;cd t h e  d o l man to t h �  to\\'n i n  l\ b inc 
from ll'h ich t he tdc;::ram h::1d been :;ent,  
a n d  ,; i. r;hed contentl y. At least. i t  mndrl 
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Lc ,;umc t ime l.�eforc i t  \Hmld jeer at her 

T\YO \\-cch passed , a nd �he rece ived 
her second hundred dol lar�, bu t  the 
do l man , l ik e  the f:.lbh:d cat,  w it lwut a 
w ord. came back. 

A lmo�t a l l  of the s i .\: months t ime had 
i ntervened, when the g irl sa\Y i n  the 
] 'apcrs that O l iver Pier�on had rdurned 
from h is hunting-trip.  Even though she 
h ad a lmost g iven up the struggl e  and had 
brou ght lwrsdf to a point whLTC she 
cuukl on l v. sec a fu LU re of menu-cards, 
:.I iss ::. 1 a�on determined un a master
stroke. 

" H e  docs not m:cd t he money," she 
t hou g h t .  • ·  l w i l l  t akL· the lwrr i i J!e 
thing to h i m, and sec i f  he \Yi i l  nut l isten 
to reason. ' ' 

The package that the pretl y you ng g i r l  
· ·arricd i n t u  t h e  c\r l i ngton ;\ rtlJo; t h c< t  
evening was a n  u m1· ic l dy om\ a l ld t h e:  
h a ughty c lerk looked a�kance a t  hLT. �he 
h ad \Ya l kcd all t he \Yay t hrough t lL· snol\'
,;tonn frum :C, I r�. Sm;! l l ' s. ;1 1 1d t h e  �!1m\· 

clung t o  her  stout l i t t l e  I J < Hlts. ;u :d t he 
damp curls hung about her face. 

" i\ I r. P ierson woukl see h er. " the bov 
final l y c'.aid.  ancl ,;]w \\Tilt up i n  the de
valor c linging t ightly t o  her 1reird 
bundle . 

" First door to the ldt , miss," h L· told 
her, not dl! igning t o shm-. the way to a 
mc,;,;enger-girl ,  as he dwught h c·r .  

Her h eart all  hut s t u] ' ] 'c'd l Jca t i : l ,:,(. a-; 
the door \vas t hr0 \1 1 1  1 1  id -:. and t here 
greeted h er-not t he ogre-Eke ( ) ] iver 
Pierson she had come t<l  see-l mt ( ) l iver ! 
H er own O l i vc r--( ) l i vcr Il a•ti ng< 

" O l in'!' : ' ' she n i c·d \\T:tk h·. a nd the 
buml l l' d ro pped from h 1·r  gra · l ' · " \ < >u : 
\\-h v  arc I < >U h t•re ? :. I r. l'i�:r,.;on-- • ·  

' l�he m:u1 grasped l >u • h o f  t h e  g i r l ' s  
h aJHls. il l l r l  d re \'.- h n  i nt o  t h e  ap;l l't ment. 

" :\ [ v  precious l i t t k  , \ l lnal JL·l : "  h e  
niecl. · ' ' I h a v e  found yuu : \ u u  h ave 
come t u  !I l L' .  dear. j u::t '" I ahYa\· . .; kn t:\\. 
\'OU \YOU ] d : 
-

" \Vhv did vou \Ya i t "" l ong. dear ? 
Didn't  vou kno��- that I h a \ c' l J U l ; t . d  h i gh 
and l m;· for vou since t 1 J c' cla1· \'<lU sent 
me a\va 1· ' \\' ]�ere " n  earth < >r l{ncin earth 
did \'Ol; d i�'\ ] ' ] 'ear t o ?  !' . u t  l km· 1\· t h e 
stren gth o f  1111· l un� 11·a•• ' nuugh to br ing 
vnu to m e  "' h e rcn'l' you 1n�rc. \' ou 
�l i d n ' t  th i nk 1 'cl  f< J r gc t . 

1·uu fr1r a ,; i ! l y  
' )Uarrc l .  d i< l  Y"ll ' "  

Both had forgot ten enryth ing except 
the fact t hat they \\·ere togeth er, ThL' 
ma n  dre1\· the girl into  his arms, where 
she nest l ed contentt:cl ly. 

" Kiss me, dearest, ' �  h e begged, " just  
t o  ,;h o\\' that  you h ave forgiven me for 
laughing at you .  1 uever meant it
truh·. I ncn:r dicl. And now, 1 \Yon ' t 
l e t  ;·ou go again. K o matter what you 
say, \l ·c \\· i l l  go aud he married to-n igh t , 
so that  I \\' i l l  have the r ight to care for 
vou as l have al ways wanted to ."  . N e i t her uf them 't hought i t  c t range that 
the gir l  shnulcl ha\'l' a ppeared at the dour 
of the man's apartment a� she had, until  
sucl<lL·nlv she remembered her mission. 

" B u t� I came h ere expect i ng to fine! 
:.I r. l 'i l'r,.;on, < > l iver, " she said. " I 
\\·anted to set him about a most impor t.mt 
matt er." 

" Th e n  you' l l  h aYe t o sd t l c  i t  \\" i th 
me," aw;werecl the man , as he drew her 
to\Ya rd the \\· ide open fire and p l acecl h er 
i n  an armchair, " for I am Mr. Pierson." 

" \·ou � "  the girl  fairly sh r ieked , as 

she j umped \Y i lcl l v to her fee t . " \'uu ' 
The i lnrr i cl  man \1 lw h as made me miser
able for s i x  m on ths ! Impossibl e ! "  

" Quite possil 1 le-and true," be an
swered . " I am < > l i ver H ast ings Pier
son, at your service. You didn't  kno\Y,  
o f  C! JUJ's�-hm1· could n>u, sin<'t' vou ha\'c 
not honored me \\· i th  'vour con li�lencc: in 

t he past 1 \YO years ?-that m y  Aunt Lu
cinda l ' i t:rson made me her heir on th<:  
cond i t i on tbat I take her name, am! an
other s i l l v  cond it ion . I t  was to force m1 

the relaticms of one of mv amiable aunt 's  
fricnds an old c l o a k  that  o:lw l !acl been 
fi gh t i n g  about for twentY- fi \T \·ears. 
' l ;hank. gnoclnc:.:s. ! soo i \  �cttlcd t h

.
, m : " 

He chuck led merri l y. 
" And sett l ed me, too." the girl choked, 

as she s;mk back l imp l .v. " Didn't  von 
kno\\' th a t 1 - [  am the Annabd ;c r ason 
you haYe hcc:1 :'.end ing  th at a \1· iul  t h i n g  
t o .  and \\· i t h  t hose horrid l et tl'r� ? T h i s  
i s  \Yh at I r·,, me to sec you abou t to-nigh t . "  

I t  \Y:ls t h e  m an 's turn t o  stare. 
" \' uu ! "  h e  • · h ok ed onT tlw \Ynr<b. 

' '  l � t1 t  \''l U r  n2n1e i� .A l l ison-or \\·a�. : '  1H_' 
acldvd. ·  a l l C \i. Il':lr beginning to <TL'L' ] ' i 1 1 : n  
h 1 �  ht:�lrt �1 ·�d \" ( ) i c :_·. 

" That \Yas only my skp i'a thcr's 
name." o:plain crl .\ n nz:h :c l .  " c1 nd \\hen 
h e  and nh mnthcr both d ied. I took mv 
l :\Yn 1 L1 111l:- :\ r �L�un. ' '  



" T hen t h at e.\ p Ll i n,- 11 l 1 y  f could not 
lind n m ,  d ear O I I L'. " a i l e \\ ,·rc·d th� man.  
" I !{aye sean·hecl fur 1·ou-uh. hu11· I 
h a1·c· looked ami longecl j·"r on!�· om· look 
in co �·our ckar pan�y-t i nted eye� : ,

. 

T h e  girl  sm i led sad l y  :tl  thL· 1\L'I l-n.:
meml lered ph rase . 

" And no \\· \Ye an: L' liL'll l i c s , "  11·as a l l 
she said.  

" ,\ I I  
lll'\·er : 
.\ l aYbc 

fm a m i �nal dL· "ld clo:1k
I l nc·. I ' l l  tL·ar it u p  1 1011· : 
i t  11· i l l burn \Ye l l-i t's \Yell 

sc·:Nmed enough , sure l y . To-morro"· I ' l l  
11 r i t c  o l d  S i mmons, n1Ur la \Y I'L'r. a n d  tel l  
h i m  1·ou l1a1·e been t(>O mtwh i·ur me. You 
dea r · l i t t le  chi l d-in IYanr, perhaps, 
t h rough t h a t  m iserab l e Llld \Yomen 's feud 
-and I lll'\Tr kne 11· : " 
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T h L· .� i rl l c-�q•etl l i !  hc· r  fel'l a:' t h L' ma n 
tore open the nc·glL·t ·tL>d bund l e-. 

" Doll ' t  you da rL' l t >uch t hat d, , ]ma: l ,  

( 1 l i l-cr P ierson 1 l ast i ngs, o r  \Yhatey,·r 
your name is : ' ' she ni ct l . " I t's m i ne·, 
;md I ' m  go in;; to keep i t : " 

\\' i t h  a n  insnutab h: ,; m i k  the m a n  
p l aced t he h idcuu� l ll1gled a n d  j et t e-d 
garment about tbe g ir l 's ,;lender slwul-. 
clers. 

" ,\ n t iqucs a rc fash ional >le no\Y. I bc
l icl'c, ' ' he sa i d . " T h is 11 i l l  make a first-. 
class \H'dd i ng mant le, turm·d from a 
grudge to gladness. a fter i h  \Yi ld carcc:r . 
Come on. s11·eetheart . "  

F o r  t h e  ti rst t i me: i n  i h  exi,;tence. t he 
dol m;m felt ibelf pressed c lose to a 
m a n l y  I m·:1s t .  

A J O B . 

B U R N S .  

A S H O R T S T O R Y. 

LO:\IA. �. a fter fai t h fully 
serving for fi f teen years 
t he b i g corporation that 
emp loyed him. found 
himsel f  \\'Or�e off t h a n  
when he started. T h e  

gro1rth of h i s  fam i l y . a n d ,  , · ,nhequently, 
hb \Yants, had far outdistant'l'd prum ot ion 
a nd the emoluments that accrue thereto. 

\\' hen a vacancy h igh er up occurred, 
as i t frequent ly did,  some candidate with 
a slwrt er n·corcl, hu t a more aggrc:ss ive 
d i spos it i on , \Yas chosen tn fi l l  i t .  Luke 
\\'as too good a man in h i s  o w 1 1  humble 
posi ti on to be adl'anced t o  a hl'tkr-paid 
nne. H e  was i rredeemab ly pLmtL·tl i n  
t h e t radit ional  rut . Too good alHl pa
t ient an ox 11·as he to be cntnlstL·d 11 i t h  
t h e  duties of a tlwroughbrc:cl lwr,;e. 

He kne 11· much but ,;a i r !  l i t t l e. and 11·as 
of course set do1Y n  a,; a nwcli o cre ploclcler. 
The most of h i s  cmYnrkers knc1Y much 
l ess, hut said a grL·a t deal  Int lre. para d i n g  
t h ei r l i t t l e  knmdecl L!;e '" ,;k i l fulh· t h a t  
they had l i tt le  d i llic�1 l ty  i n  outd ist:m c i ng 
Luke. 

1 [ opport un i ty had ever kn cll'hcl a t  his 

front door, Luke, expecting a bil l  or in
stalment col lector, had, most l ikeh·. lh.'d 
by t he back one ; and the caller, i) iquecl 
at the l ack o f  courtesv, declined to re
peat the visi t .  O n  ·th e other h a nd.  
" trouule " was a frequent visitor i n  onL· 
guise or a not her, such as si cknes,;, death,  
debt,  and doctors' bi lk 

Luke bore a l l  patientl y, though at 
th irty- five h is locks were frosting, \Yh i l e  
h i s  cadave rous face 11·as l ined IYi t h  fur-
1"0\\·s. He and his fai t h ful  w i fe had 
tearfu l ly followed the remains of l \m l i t 
tle members of the  fam i l y  c i rcle out t o  
t h e  somhLT cam p i ng-groui1d beyond the· 
c i ty, whl'J"L' the ,;i lent tl wel l er� rcL·k not o f  
human . .;t r i fe a n d  st ruggle. 

Luke:'.; good w i fe, to her undying 
credi t .  had unbounded f a i t h  i n  her hu.; 
hancl ' s  a b i l i t 1·. \\ ' i th the eye of lu\'L '  s i te  
sa 11· hl'IH::ath. the  p l a i n  exte

-
rior the ltC'art 

" f a l ion and the soul of a mast t•r . O ften 
she askL·d hnse l f  11· ist fu l ly \Yltcn \mtdcl 

t h e  gL·niu.; of Luke he rccogni zetl and rc
\Yardctl by the powers t h a t  t·,ntrullcd h i .; 
ck;tiny. 

I n  the meantime Luke· sad l y cnntem-
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J • l ated the cheap, pa tch ed and made-over 
dothing uf h i s children. comparing them 
gloomi l y  with those o f  their more for
tunate p l aymates. H is w i fe's faded 
" best dress " \Yas decidedl y s habby, and, 
though \ l i l ly donned it as cheer fu l ly as 
t hough it  was new and bri ght,  Luke's sen
s itive eye caught the thinly-vci lecl sneer 
of contempt leveled at it by their  estima
b l e  ne i gh bors. As for h i s  O\\·n ward
rube,  al as.  his  one pai r o f  trow;ers, from 
many 1v as h ings am! press ings. h a c! about 
reached the stage of disi ntegration. The 
sa w edge o f hb col lar .!:iouged cru el l v  the 
neck i t  enc i rc lecl , w h i l e  hat aml shoes 
were p reserved to the \Yorlcl only by the 
t endere s t  nursi ng. 

I t  ,,·as Su nda\· . and T .uk c. \vh o  \vas 
l abor i ous ly scraping the variegated st ub
ble from his profound countenance, "·as 
momen t a r i l y  , · ill'ckecl by a n  excl amat i u n 
:·rom \ I i l h< •vho.  wi fe-like, was studious
ly sc ann i t;g the advertisements in the 
Sunday pa per . 

" O h ,  Luke,  l isten t o  t h i '' : " she cried. 
" I ' m  l istening," sa i d l .uke impasc ;i\•e-

1 1' .  

· :\ I i l h· read : " \\-anted-An energetic 
man c:ip ah l c o f  t a k i n g  hol d o f  the trans
porta t ion L'ml of one o f  the  largc,.;t manu
factur i n g  concerns i n  t lw country. \ l ust  
he thoroughly fam i l i ar with every detai l  
of th e business. Salarv no ob ject t o  the 
r i • • h t m a n .  \\'rite, qating rcfe.rcn,-e,; a n d  
c�-�1er icwc. t u  R. E .  R . ,  l lnx 1 0 1 1 .  Daily 
.1\�{'·tl '·'·,r;·(r/ il l 'rc'J". Y-' -

�, l i l l y  !a iel dmYn the paper and looked 
a t  h e r .  husband c c-;pL' < · tantly. Only the 
scrape o f  the razor n·pliecl. 

" \\'hat do vou think of i t ? "  l\ f i l l y  
finalh· askl'd . • 

" I 'unk : " hr ans\\·crrd briefly. strop
p i ng l 1 is  razor. 

After a short spe l l ,  d uring " h i< - h h e  
reflectively t ested t h e  keennc.';s o f  h i ,;  
razor, h e  w e n t  on : " I n t h e  first place.  

the l argest manufacturing concerns i n  the 
c ou ntry don't  h ave t o  ad n:rt i se for good 
men. " T he\' have 'em. l n  tlw ,;r;;·ond 
place, I wo{! ld n't l1ave a ghost of a chance 
against  t h e  multitude of ' good men ' 1d10 
1vil l  certa in l y apply. In the th i rd p l ace, 
T coul dn 't fill i t  if I was l ucky or unl ucky 

' 1 I . ' ·.t " 
. 

enou gh to get a . oo ;: 1 11 at 1 . 
" ()h ! n onsense. Luk e. you good old 

r1car ! You 're ent irely too m od est .  
T h a t ' '  your onl y fau l t .  Y o u  c ou l d  fi l l  

this,  u r  any other po,;i t ion if  you only 
tried." 

" N o t!oic, :\ [ i l l y , "  Luke replied, pre
pari ng to wash a\vay the traces of h i s  
tonsorial ordeal .  " i t 's  only wasting 
good stat i onery a l l ll postage. Besides, 
1 'ye got a jub.  I ,et som e other fellow 
that  has none try for this  on<:." 

" Y es, you have one all  right," :\l i l ly 
aclmittt:cl w i t h  a t inge of petu la nce , " and 
one where you are not  appreciated. One 
w lJCre t hey adv�l l l l'e  younger men over 
nmr head ; and a lmost forget that  you 
are a l i,·e." 

" \\ ' d l ,  dearie," h e  explained, " a  j o!J',;  
a j ob, vou know, and in case l was t o  an
S\\:er tliis thing, and by some funny chance 
get i t, and then d i dn't  come up to ,;pec i ti 
cations, \vhy clmYn a n d  o u t  I ' cl g o ,  and 
we wou ld b� 1vorsc off th an cn·r. '; 

:\l i l l y  put a few m ore p<llltHb'  pressure 
i n  the strangle-hold she hacl secured 
round Luke's neck. 

" An;;,\·cr i t ,  any\vay. Just for fun, 
dear, " she urged i n  Luke's car. " You 
knu \v " ha t  a l on· l v  l d tL'r you can 1nitc, 
if you un ly h a l f  t r}· . " 

T hus sweet l y caj oled, Luke ,;urrcn
clered. 

The l et ter \vas written and mai led 
forth,v i t h . I t  \Yas no false boast u n  

\l i l ly's  p a r t  th at her husband wrote a 
good l l' t tl'l'. I n  th is particular case he 
e c-; ccl kcl h imse l f .  

Thou gh encased i n  a she l l  o f  th e  most 
painful di ftidence, Luke \Yas far from 
be i ng the fool that m any thought him.  
Quiet ly  and unobtrusivel y  h e  had been 
' turing �1 \Yay an orderly mass of practical 
a nd tc·chnic- a l  k nmd ccl ge that mn1 l rl han� 
been i m·a luahl c in his  busi ness to a ma n 
of more forceful m ake-up. 

I I . 
( ; 1 \T\ < ;  h n t  l i t t l e· t lwugl1t t o the le t ter, 

Luke \Y�llt  to ,,. \\rk as usual  :\ l ondav 
m orning. and again on Tuesday morn in g. 
Tuesday n i gl1 t ,  on h i ,; return h ome, h e  
1va,; m e t  a t  t h e  cl oor hy l\! i l ly, :mel cl asp ed 
in hn �Hms in even fonder fash ion than 
lhU :J J .  

f .ukt·. \':htl'l '  d t ll11C� t i ( ·  ...;cn�l '...; \\"l' rl_' fi ne
h· trained,  di, · inul �1 t onL·e ,;omc l i t t le  
c;trob: of  good fortu ne. Pl'rhap,; :\ l i ll y 
h a d  ,;truc-k a great harga i n·-such as a 
�.:11 ; 1  { l f  clothe� for T i ll' at t he rid i t ·u1 utt·;h· 
] , , .,,. j • r i r · c  " f  < : J ; c ·  , j, , j LJ r  a nd nine� ';- , · :  
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cents. Perhaps t h e  l andlord h a d  reduced 
the rent.  

Conj ecturing thus m i ld ly, Luke re
turned his wife 's  embrace and 11·ondered 
what t hey were going to have for supper. 
As :\ l i l l y released him at last, he felt the 
t ick l e of crumpl e d  paper against h is ear. 
A l e t ter,  clutched in her hand, \Yas t he 
cause of her j ub ilation.  

" ( lh ,  J .uke: clear, " she finally gvrgled, 
" I k ne w our luck was going to turn. 
\' our letter i s  ans\Yered, and to-m orrm1· 
you'n; t o  go and take t h e  posit ion ,  and 
you never could guess where i t  i s . "  

l .uke. scarCl: kno11· ing \Yhethtr t o  rc
juice or bemoan, reached out his  hand for 
the l e t t L"r, IYh i ch :\ l i lly almLhl hy ,;t t:r ic 
Z� l ly j>l"l.'ssecl intu it . 

The name of the curpuratiun em
blazoned across i ts head made him gasp.  
The letter was sh or t  and pithy.  

l\Ir�. Ix K !·: SJ.<lMA'\" : 

l'lcasc call  at main onicc of The Blue 
Ridge Stet"! Company on \\  cdnesday, the 8tl1 
inst .. in re ference to your lcttL'r oi the .=;th. 

Yours, etc., 
RoBr:RT E. RoscoE. 

" Holy smoke : " 1·;a,; I .ukL· 's  sule  com-
m c n t .  

The magnitude o f  the  concern, and t h e  
f a m e  of i t s  general manager, \Ycrc only 
t oo \Yel l  knmn1 to him. His audacity 
in approach i n �  the one or the other was 
stupl.'nclous. .\s h e  sat l imp, stari ng at 
the l it t le  p iece o f  paper and the fe1Y curt 
\Yorcls typc 1Hi t t cn t lJ ,_·rcon, his 1v i fe stood 
by, her hands c lasped in ecstasy and her 
eyes sh inin� . 

" ] ust t h i nk o f  i t I ' Salary no object . ' 
1\-oJ�'t i t  be lovel v ? O h : I 'm so glad, 
Luke ! " she bubbled on. 

" Thankful ? \\'hat for ) ' ' asked Luke, 
a l i t t l e testi ly. " Don't  you sec this l et 
ter i s  merely a n  invitation to ca1 1 and 
shmY your g;ods. I f  you can't shmY 'ern 
and sho1\· 'em quick-bing.' do1\·n you go 
to m a ke room for the next canrl i d atc .  l 
don 't think.  :\ [ i l h·. that i t " ,; 1mrt h  \Yh i lc 
even to l ose the time to go and show the 
good,; I \·e got.  It  ain't  i n  me.  That's 
about the size o f  i t ," h e  fi nished falter
i n gly. 

:\ l i l h·, who could read her Luke as 
clearh. " 

as a reel, white,  and bluc ach·er
t iscml:nt , , n  the si de o f  a six-story build

() (' 

mg, ,;at beside him, and took his hand in 
her,;. 

" Luke," she began, " you're the clear
est husband, and the k indest father that  
n·er l ived. You deny yoursel f cnry
t b i n g  so that  the chi ldren and I can haYe 
m ure. You t h ink of vourself l ast , and 
t hl'n only a l i tt le  bit. \'ou help othcn; at 
your O\Yn e xpense, and have been doing 
so for years ; but you know, Luke, dear " 
-- -cudd ling closer-" a l l  t hat won't buy 
Lrcacl ami meat or pay the rent. \·ou 
know the fn·e children arc growing, and 
expenses arc growing accordingly with no 
rm1spect of an i ncrease in i ncome. N mY, 
clear, you have abi l ity. I kn o1v it i f  no
bod v c be does. All vou want i s  confi
den�e to succeed, and prove to others 
11 hat I am cr:rtain of .  To-morrow morn
i n g, Luke, for my sak e and the chil
t!ren's, you w i l l  go bravely, and appl y 
for th i s  po,.;it ion,  and get i t ,  too ."  

She fi nished her speech \l· i t h  her head 
on his shou lder, to  hide t he salty rivulet 
that  tr ickled from either eye. 

That settled i t .  
Luke reporte d  a s  u sual the n e x t  morn

ing, and, ��· i th o:omc m i :;giv ings, asked for 
t hl' forL·noon u ff. His request \Yas read
ily granted hy his  chief, who, intending 
t u  he funny, asked Luke if he was going 
fi shing.  

The suggest i on apparently conveyed in 
t h e  quest i o n  startled Luke into replying 
" \-cs " gu i l t i ly, but  with no t hought o f  
1 )'in g . 

I l c  returnCLl humc to furbi,;h up for 
t h e  coming ordea 1 .  I t  11as a lmost a mat
ter of l i fe or death with him no1v, as he 
knel\" tha t :\ l i l lv 's  h eart ancl soul were 
\\Tapped in the �uccess o£ his quest.  

Sha\Td, 1nshed, ancl brushed, and with 
M illy's  God-speed kiss fresh on h i s  l ips,  h e  
set out to keep t h e  appointment w i t h  t h e  
feel ings of  a condem n ed wret c h  o n  h i s  
\l·a\· to execution.  \ f i l ly Katched h i m  out 
u f

. ,; i ght .  \Y i t h  a fL"rvicl prayer for h i s  
,;tl < ' < T:iS in her heart.  

_\ ,.; Luk e neared h i� goal . h i s  l egs be
gan to trem b le , and his  heart beat w ith 
the qualms o f  a c'O\I·arcl ly  ,;ol dier ap
proaching the fi r i n _g-l inc.  C ravcnl v he 
prayed f<;r ,;omct h i n g-hc cared not  ·what 
-to happen that - m JU l d  prc1·cnt h im 
keeping the try,.;t. 

�utf1 i n g h:.1ppened, and a few minutes 
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h: furc ten o 'dock . he arrived-a l i mp 
imitat i on of a ma n-in front uf the olfi, ·�,; 
o f  the Blue ]{idge Steel Company. The 
pbnt it�c l f  con:red the laml,;capc fu:· 
:tcre� around, but here i n  the fore.:;round. 
l ike a corpulent scnt i n d  bd"re the  ,· i ta·  
del.  stood t h e  company\ o!lin: .  

\\' i th  nernms trembl ing he st aggc:recl 
in .  H e  was stopped by an outer guard. 
who dcmanclecl h i s  bu.s i m:,;,;, l hunbh· h e  
presentee! h is letter of  i m· i t::tt ion ::tnd · ��·:�,; 
passed on further. V i nal ly. a cluddcring 
image u f  his  rc::tl sel L  he IYas u,;herc:l into  
the presence o f  l{oo<nlc, 11· lw , ,,-ung 
::trouncl expecta nt ly from his cksk as his  
visitor ambled s [o,.-h· to w::trcl h i m. 

The tnr i ii L·d Lukt�. a lnwst bl ind 1vi t h  
apprehension, sa11· o n l y  :1 round bul let 
head covered with a thatch that rc,;em · 
bled ne11· rye stra 11·, a nd tiYo bri gh t l i t t l �  
lamp,; s h i n i n;..; questioningly bcncat i 1 . 
l!nab!L: to emit one i nte l l i gi b l e 11·ord Luke: 
hand ed over th� letter to the m an bene::tth 
t h e  head.  Th" ogrL: glanced at i t  cur· 
,;orily and la ic! it tlo11·n .  his  snapp�- eyes 
reading. cri t ic i zing. and. apparent !!· · con· 
clemning his terror-stricken v i s i tor. R<h·  
coc ,  l i ke N::tpo leo n, had t h e  reputa t i un o f  
,;elect ing h i  . .; l ientcn::tnts from the rank s 
of t h e  men u f  backbone:. Luke dimh· rl'
mem!Jerecl t h i ,; .  and quailed ::to< the steely 
eye raked h im up, c!OII·n. and across. 

I I I .  

Roo;coJ:  fi nished h i s  snu t iny and 
reached i ntll a p igeunhol,: ,  from 11· h i c h  
h e  extmcted Luke's care fully 11-ritten l et
ter of appl ica t i on . 

" D id yon 11- ritc t h is ) · · h c  i ;1qn irccl 
slwrtlv.  

" \:es," fa l t ered Luke gui l t i ly, re::t l i· 
zi tw t o  the fu l l  t h e  en ormit\· of t h e  crime 
ancl wondering IYhat  ,:entci1cc 11':1' to be 
imposed. 

Roscoe gbnced a t  thC' ktt •.·r. and then 
at  the culpr i t  again . :b i f  m; ighing one 
aga inst the other .  

" \\'here arc yo u  employed now ? " 
Luke t o l Ll h i m .  
" \Vh::tt s a l a ry dn yon gd ? " 
Ag::t i n  Luke: r ep l i ed t ru t h fnlly-the 

amount had nc1·er a 1 ']"'J rc·d " >  con tem pt· 
iblv  sm::tll  before. 

By the curl of his intem >g::ttor's lip it  
\vas evident h e  \Y::ts measuring Luke hv 
the proposi t i on : " ,\ man i .; ��·orth 11·h ;t 
h e  can get. "  

" II •. > \·.- lung have yuu bc·c· n emphyecl 
t !H:rc :· . .  l'<a:i the next cr isp i l l(jUiry. 

" F i f lc'\_:n vcar:-i." 
" Rapid ad\·ancement. " snecrL:cl koscoe 

, · ,mtcmp tnously. " 'l:uu must bl.' a II' C>n· 
dcr." 

Lu];,. nei ther affinnecl l lr den i ed the: ac·
: ' tha t i t nL 

Surl d <.:n l y  l' lw nging h i s  t one, R< hcoc: 
�hkc,l h i m  a h::tlf-clozen shre1r d  quc�tiun,,  
p �rta i n i n t;  to hi� knowl ecl•Ye and fi tnes' 
for the r'espons i bl e  p t ,; i t i o;� to 11· l l i c h  h� 
:t .;p i ret l . 

l. mln orcl ina iT c i rnun.,tan t·es l .ukc· 
ctJuld ha1·e met t h

�
em al l wi th  co11v i n c i n �  

rejoinder�. A� it was he knell' n ·. >t \\'hat  
he said.  hut IY::ts cert a i n that h e: 11·a,; ma· 
k ing a j :ll:kass o f  h i msl' l f. 

1 n the m icbt  o f  h i s  s t a m mc·ri n�. a 
,.i . .; itor \\'::IS announcer! . ancl. to i .ukc's 
, · , mstcrnatiun.  11' 1 10 ,; ]wu l cl '.l a l k  in but 
\ " a n  ( ; ] ,. \,-, the arb i t e r  of h i ,; fa te-the 
1 ; Jana,ger of the concc·rn that L'mpJ ,  >ycrl 
h i m-t h e  m::tn who h::tcl ignored h i s  
claims many t imes , 1·.-hcn p ro m " t i ' m  
sc,·mcd t o  he l 1 i s  just  d u e .  \' an ( ; ] ,. ,,. __ 

t h e:  man for 11·hun; he had drmlgccl t kt, J k ·  
k,;s]y t he,;e J i  f tL-en vears. 

\';n (;lew recog�izccl h im. ::tncl. doub t · 
l c>s divi ning h i� err::tncl, greet eel him w i �  i1 
a satiri ,· a l  smi l e .  

Ro,.;c , , c  t urned to _grcl't Y a n  C l e11- ami.  
a lt e r  ,.; ] Jakiug hand>. remarkl.'cl t!n·h·. 
g la 1 1c i n .� at I ,uk c : 

· · 

" D o 1 1 ' t  seem to ach·an cc your help Ycry 
rapid l y oYer ::tt your p lace. " 

" O h :  I don't kno11· , " rep l ied \'�1 n  
C l e1Y c::to< i ly. " gm·ss th e�· ,t;ct  their  d eserts 
t h ere ::thout :loi \\Tll  as at ot her p l ace.; . ' '  

He thrC\1' a 11·it heri ng look at  t : t c· 
1\Tetched Lukt>. 1dlf1 s l nocl h1·. t h e  m o s t  
Yi,·id p i l 'ture o f  cleject io1 1  t h a t. m i ncl co u l d  
cnnceiYe. Roscoe a n d  Va n < ; l nr ] 'Ut  
thl'ir heads together, and paying no fur
ther lwL·d t o  l .ukc. l' l l �:l:_;·.·d i : t  :t  11  : , j , .  
j • erecl co m·ers :1 t i on t h a t  ap ! ' : tn· n t l y  h:Hl 
tw con nect i on IY i th  h i m ,  a,; t i l L·\- cnt i rc· h· 
ignored h i ,; presence . · · 

He h::tckcd a l\·ay, h i s  one idea l ll' i n �  t" 
efface himself ::tncl make h i ,; L''<'a ]>L'. H" 
11·a,; nei t h e r  obsL'< [U ious nor n i n c; i n �. on i l· 
d i ffi dent,  so i n ferml l l' cl i t1icl c- n t  t h a t  h� 
11·ould h ave tlctl then: :mel t l H·n onh· for 
fear he might o ffend snm<:b. Jth·. · 

He alnw�t ntr,;ecl t h L• lL'I11Crit 1· that  h :trl 
lc:d h i m  into �uch :1 precl i ,·�uiJc·nt .  I L· 
f l l"i.:'S3 \\" t 1 1 J. t  \?�1 11 ( � l L' \\-, I ll l"l' \··._' 1 \ .�l', 



<1ET'l' I N G  A J OB.  707 
,,-ould certainly arrange for his prompt 
rl i�missal. H e  thought of h is 1r i fe, !.Jut 
far from blam i n g her, the poor fel low's 
heart nearly broke when h e  contem p l ated 
her surnm ami disappointment at h i s  
fai l u n:. 

,\,; he backed slowly away from the 
,-i c in ity of the desk, he humped clumsi ly 
again,;t  the office-Loy carrying an armful 
o f  Look:i. The boob 11·ere, uf cuurse, 
thro 1r 11 to t he floor. and the boy, w hose 
fine J-'ercep t ion i n fonneu him t h�t I .uke's 
�ta nd i n g  in the p lace was not h i gh-inso
lentl y grumbled at h im to get o ff the 
earth .  Luke 1rould han: gladly profited 
l 1 v  the adv i ce had an avenue been open. 
l i e d i d t he next bc,;t t hi ng, \Yh i c h  was to 
,; ide-qcp h ast i ly . 

S11 i nging Ll011n th e Hour, 1r i th j angling 
bangles and nodding pumpadour, swept 
the l ady typewriter, sdf-cons c i o ll' and 
b l ooming. 

Luke. 11· i t h  characterist ic  an xi ety to 
k eep uul of cn:ryilody\ 1ray, mon:d in the 
lnung <.l i rc\' t iu n  tu gin: her the ru:-t d , and, 
accidental ly, tou ch ed one o f  her da i nty 
feet 11 i l h  unc o f  his dumsv ones . 

.-\ "ll i 'Cr< · i l  iou�  stare smoth ered h i s  stut
t c r i l l >-i  �q · o l o �·;y. :md as t�w yi ,; i"n ;;wept 
h\-. h i s , c J J>' i t in: car , ·aught hn ladyl ike 
c:llnl1lcllt : " U n lJ : " 

He flu,;hed to the ears. H e  ;; t i l l  had 
n o t l wu • rh t  o f  mal i < -c o r  rancor.  He j ust 
1r-anted 7u u l ! l i terak h im:;el f  from human 
Y iC\Y . 

The t \YO men finishe<.l t h e i r  conYcrsa
tion and \';1n ( ; J c 11· took his lean:, shoot
i n cr a gJan,·c at I .ukc that appeared to be 
1r�ghted 11· ith m a h:1·oll'nce. 

Roscoe prc;;ent l y  looked up and per
reiyi ng I .uke, sm i led grimly. " Ho : ho ! 
You here p:t ?  " h e  asked. 

" Yt;.;," 11· h ispcn:d J .nl;e.  
" Sti l l  1ra n t  that  j uiJ ? " asked R()scoe 

tantal izin;.(ly. 
· 

I .ukr.:, not kno1r- ing IYhcther he d i d  or 
nut, rduse(l to ans1n·r. I n  far ! . the 
power of speec h  had 11· c l l -n i g h  deserted 
h im. 

" So 1·ou th i nk \·nu cnuld fi l l  it ,  eh ? "  
1rcn t 01; Rusroe. ign oring Luke's silence, 
or perhaps taking it as a si gn of a,;sent. 

" H ow much sal ary do you expect ? "  
Luke l ooked at h i m  dumbly and shook 

h i s  l1ead h elpl essly. 
" Hope your expect8.t ions ai n 't too 

Li!f." pur;;uccl Roscoe sardonically.  " This 

po,; i t i 1111 pays fin: th uu :;and a year ! Think 
you'n: 1ronh mon: ? " 

Luke, \Yith j w;t about enough IYit l e ft 
to real ize that he was being made sport 
u f, managed to gasp, " N o." 

" :\ I  udbt, eh ? That's good. H aYe 
yuu gut any sand ? " Roscoe deman ded 
quizzically.  

" I guess not," stam mered Luke,  pray
ing that his cr ue l tormentor would order 
h i m  out and have done 11"i t h  it.  

' '  :\ u ? "'t:l l,  I d oubt that. want 
a man 1Yit h  sand-a lso a \"cBat i l e  one. 
Suppose I g ive yuu a try-out," he con
t inued, gazing a bstractedly out of the 
\Yindow.  

Suddenl y  he s t arted up.  ' · Sec that  
! Jr < J < � Ill un�r tlH:re ? "  he inquin.:d,  p o i nting 
tu a , ·"rncr of t he room . 

l .u : ;t·, much m ys t i fied at th e sudden 
chan t,;l' uf tone, i J{t i matcd that he <.lid. 

" \\"el l ,  get hold d it and go oYer 
there across t hl' cuun am\ dust uff that 
l Jr i · ·k 11· a l l , "  cununamled H.uscoe w i thout 
t h t· ka,;t  t race of a s m i le. 

l l u m fuumled, l .u k e  gaped at  him, ami 
asked himsd [ h8.;.: i l v  i f  t hL· mai i ,,-as 
craz1· n r  mereh· a nt;d j uker. 

" ( ; , ,  a h ead :· · ·  • T i e d  l�osc< IL' i mpa t ient
ly.  · · Tha t ' ,; Ulll' u [  the pre l im inary try
l iUb.''  H e  fi .\cd L uke with a stt:ely eye , 
in 1rh i c h  lurked no s i gn o f  8. j oke. 

I . ike a man hypnutized, I .ukc obeyed . 
Ii c pi cked up the i lruom and , opening the 
door. stumbled bl indly across the dusty 
court  i nto which fell a perpetual slwwcr 

uf IJ!ack dust from the ,;urrouncl i n g  stacks. 

T V. 
I :-;  the meantime Roscoe �Jt chuck ling 

�:t  h i s  desk,  taking a n fKt·asiunal si <.lel on g 
luuk Jt the poor cl c1· i l  u ndergo ing tl1e 
" prel im inary t ry-ou t ."  

Embedded here  and t here i n  corners  of 
the 1r-a l l on 1r-h ich J.uke ��- �" ' exercising 
hi� cwcutiH ski l l  IH're numerous l i t t l e 
l lann l t·s,;-looking lUllljJS of mud. To t he 
i n i t i �t ted they would have ap peared sufll
ciL· nt l y  ominous. Luke, almost  ready t o  
co l lapse 11· i t h  t h e ,-a r iou,; emotions rend
ing h i � snul,  heeded t hem not.  

The inmates uf the l i t t l e  mud houses, 
surprised and hurt l lv the i nl'as i <lll of th eir 
home:�, fl ed out, ancf mJcle a c�unccn trat ed 
attJrk on their i nnm·1: nt cncmv. 

It is  no j oke to ] le �tung 1;�- a \r-asp
st i l l  le" of a juke tn IJc stun .� l ly a clozc:n 
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or " " · Luk•:, 1rh"'·'" [.:.: l i n:_;.; harl  al rc:td 1· 
been ,;acl ly lacera t <:d. H0\1. e \ l 'L'rien< ·ecl the 
cluul lk misf < lrtune of  haviug acute phy:;i
cal pai n added to his  m oral hurts . 

.\ fter a 4ing or t1vo, he grasped the na· 
lure o f  the ne,,- vicis.;itude that !Je,;L·t l t i rn ,  
and perforce i nstituted a vigoru\.b cam
pa i gn of retal i at i on . 

l ndn:;t riousl y  he S\vung h i s  broom i 1� 
w idening c ircles, but in vain.  '\ imbh· 
the l i t t le  torments penetrated his guard, 
and careful ly p l anted their venomous 

shaft,; in the exposed portions of h is 
anatomy. I-I e  was sn lmsv that h L' did 
not have time to be surprised ''" h.:n hc 
caught h imsel f enunciating a good, hearty 
S\YCar word. I t  was a long t ime s ince he 
had used profanity. 

Actively employed as he \vas in repel 
ling boarders, he caught the sound o f  a 
laugh. Several gr imy faces, t hrust from 

ncar-by ,,· inclo\vS, grinnt:Ll in  unison. am! 
Lukt:, through half-closed eyes, perc.:ived 
them and grew sti l l  warmer. I f  the 
"-�'-Sl •S stung his flesh, the laughter stung 
his feelings. 

" \'ou hunch of bonehead,; ' "  yel l ctl 
Luke, as he  ci rclell round, ' '  what are yuu 
lau;.;hing at ? " 

I I  is outlnu·st. o f  cour:;c. provoked more 
l au gh ter, 11·hich i n turn provokt:d more 
curs�s. heartier and s incerer than the li rst . 
To the curses he supplemented a chal
lcn;.;c to any one or al l  of the smi l ing 
1v indu1v gazers to come out and be l icked. 
.1\ one accepted. 

Roaming about in a far corner of  the 
yare! was B i l l et. Roscoe',; pet dl l ,L;. a c a 
n ine p leasing neither in fea t ure nor in 
d isposit ion .  i\t tracted by the umvontcd 
noise on h is  own territorv. he trotted over 
to the scene of ac t ion . · Luke perceived 
h i .s new em•mv i n  t ime tu hru,;h asicll' his 
i nit ial  attack

· 
11 i th the 1vork i ng end of 

the broom. 
B il let. not to be deniecl . rcturm·rl to 

the attack w i th  the persistence o f  the 
thoroughbred. Luke met h i "  scnmd ru,;h 
\\· i th  such a satis facton· kick in the ribs 
that the bea,.;t 11·as hoisted sen�ral feet i n  
the air .  

" H ev : \Yhat do vou mean ln·  k i ck
i n"  th;t dog ? " came the' tru ni l�nt in
q�iry from a husky 1vork ma n. eme rg ing 
from the m i ll-door on the run. 

Luke, 1vhose habi tual ly  pac i fi c soul 
bad hl·en stung ancl ktrassecl beyoml en-

! luran,·"· 'Iva,; on:r j , ,·c·d a t  th.: appma, i t  
o f  a h u m a n  fue . . . 

" I ' d  rather k ick the man that O lvn.; 
the clo,g : " he ,;]wutccl. H i ng ing cl l l \1'11 the· 

hruom and ,; t art ing ea;.;er l y to meet the  
J H;\\T Ull1l'r.  

B i l lt::t immed ia t ely a t tacked him from 
t he rL·ar. and t h is t i m e  made successfu l  
C l l l \ 1 \ c' L " t ion ,·.- i th  the calf  o f  Luke',; lc;.;. 

L nminclful of the c l inging dog and the: 
s 1va rmin g wa,;ps. Luke rushed fur iously at  
the m J n. 1 I e  had never c lassed h imsel l 
�1,; mm-;1  o f  a fighter, and in consequen l'L' 

had m�nr i ndulged in any ti ;.;ht i n ; . 
l i enee, he put a l l  the strength and s i n
ceri ty  of a l i fetime i nto the blows he de
l i n·recl on the ja 1v of his hairy-chested 
"!J! 'onent. 

Su swif t  and precise were the smashe ... . 
that  t h e  mi l l -hand, who had t aken i t  upon 
h inN� ! f  to cl dend h i s  master's  dog, had 
m· 1·er a d1ann: to return or e1·adc them. 
I le \\l'llt clo1vn and staved clo \\'11. 

I ,u k e, standing ove; h im-.;eemingly 
unconscious of the snarl i n g  dog fastened 
to his leg-,·ast a w i l d-eyed lnok at the 
n l \\· of head.; protrudi ng from the \Yi n
doll'S. 

" C ome outside here, now, and brav. 
yuu drove of grinning j ackasses � " l;e 
,;creamed. the reel ti re of ba t t le in hi,; 
\TJ I1,.;. ' · CPlll l' out herL' ancl enj oy your 
l a u g h  guocl . "  

T h e  men at 1vhom h is  chall enge was 
h u r l ed.  had at fi rst taken him for a harm
less clo11 n. They now j udged him a 
hloodth irstv man iac, and unanimouslv 
decl in ed tiJC chance to j oust with hin�. 
. \ l so the�· quit l aughing a;1cl drew in the i r 
l tea (k Luke was indeed i n furiated to t h e· 
po i nt o f  madness. Reaching cl(l\v n.  he  
.;cized the snar l ing clog hy t he  throat. and 
t"rc him loose. carrying a 11·ay flesh and 
truu,;l'rs-leg 1vi thout a w ince. H e  flung 
t : J L' hea,.:t sm·agcly a ;.; a i n,;t the brick 1va l l ,  
�1t about the spot 1vh cre the wasps' nests 
were th i cke,; t . 'J'he impact rendered 
Bil let  temporarily. at least, a noncom
batant .  B ent on vengeance on the author 
uf  h is humil iat ion, h e  dashed ful l speed 
across the yard toward the door, through 
11·h ich he passed into the building. 

v. 
THE obsen·ant .\Ir.  Roscoe, who had 

missed nothin!.( o f  the elrama i n  th e  court
yard. belll'ld · Luke's approach ant! pn:-



] ><�red fur defetN'. From an umbre l l a  
�talHl h e  �elected a sturdy IYalking-stick, 
and �tuud on guard. 

Fiery- eyed and hat less, Luke hurst i n ; 
11· i t h  h i s  s 11·o l len face ami dishen: IL:J ap

p ea ra n n• h e  w as t ransformed from a 
t imill nnnclescript to a spectacle fearsome 
anc! grotesque. 

ThL· lady typ e 1nitcr took lllle lnuk a n d  
fled, snea: n i ng. 

1\.oscoe, t lwugh h e  quaikcl not. felt  a 

l 'ang o f  n:nwrse as h e  contemplated t h e  
man before h im. 

" \'ou red-headed pirate : "  yelled 
l .uke. ' · I ' l l  teach you to p lay �·ou r  two
cent t r icks on h on est, i twffensin: men. 
This  , ·ompany IYi l l  he looking fur a n;:w 
general m a nagn in about a minute." J l e  
a<h·an< -cd IY i t h  m n nler i n  h i -;  gka m i n g  
eve. 

· "  H ul <..l o n  a m inute ! ( ; o  s l P IY : 
IY:111 t to l' .\ ]l l a i n , "  soothed Roscoe, t i g h t
e n i n g  h is grip un the s t ick. 

" J ·: x i ' l a i n  a ftn l get t h ruugh 11 i t h  
you- i f  )'l lU 're a bk : " roared l .ukl' .  I J W 
k in g his  rush. 

Uown came the bludgeon. Perhaps 
1 .uke's head 11·ns  c l uh-proof. Perhaps i t s  
11· ie l d n  d i d not J ' ll l  h i s  accu.-;tnnwd Yigor 
in t h e  stroke. ,\t  anv rate.  i t  h i t  t i le  
mnrk,  hut wa� uru�hed 'aside unheeded. 

Luke dosed i n  rclentlessh·, tore the 
IYeapun from 1\.oscoc's h a n d  <�n<..l flung i t  
t h rough t he 11· i nclo 11'. \\' i t h  demoniac 
strength he se ized 1\.o:.;cue by the sl l < JU I 
clers, and w i t h  a sudden forceful j erk 
brought h is head to11·arcl h i m. a t  the same 
t ime du< 'king his 0 11·n head so as to �trike 
his  1 · ict im het 11·een the eyes IYith his  �ku l l .  
The general man ager fell l imply t o  the 
floor :1� he was flung back ward. 

,\ I I  11·as  upronr. The frightcne<..l cl erk,; 
H i t ter! I J L•rv :md t here i n  e .\c ited fenr. ( l ne 
of them Ji n a l l y  plm·kcd up courage to 
t el eph one to headquarters for a squad o f  
] > <d i c em en t o  come and roun d-up a mur
dcrotts mad m a n .  

N enr i n  h is  l i fe h a d  I . uh- rrcatccl 
such a furor. Paus ing a moment t o  
Yin1· h i s  work, 11· h i <- h  appeared to be s u f 
li c ient lv  \Ye l l  done, he started f o r  t h e  
11·a v  otit .  .I I is  lust f o r  IYa r  IYas nearly 
< ;H isliecl.  

Tile m inion whn guarded t h e  mtter 
d oor, with unexpected valor,  sought to 
i ntercept him at the t hreshold. Futi le  
attem p t .  L u k e  \Yas resist l e,.;s. The reck-
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le,;:; e:.c \ J t r v  IY<t>' <)H'rth rOIYll w ith such fe
r,witv t h�t a stou t chair IYa� wrerkecl in 
the  �n·rt I; rm1· . 

The \Yay in from 11 as dear ; but t here 
\l'�t ,; an enemv i n t ht: rear 11'110 st i l l  had 
t "  he reckun�d 11i t h .  ! J i l l et w as 0 1 1  h i,; 
tra i I .  

,\,; l .ukL· pre,.;sed t h mugh t h e  o u t n  dour 
he encountered ,; t i l l  a t J < l ther adversa n· . 
I t  \las uEe of the m i l l -hanch;, armed with 
a mutlkcy-lnench. I [ l i is Ji rst i mpube 
had lKT n one o f  h a u d- t o- h a n<..l li ght,  t h t:  
iicrLT l ook that l .uke t l Jrl'll' at him caused 
him to mod i fy it. Ste] 'p ing as i de , he l e t  
t h e  \Hench tly a t  t he u n fortunate fugi-
t i\·e. 

The m i>' .-; i ]e  IITJJt  t rtte. ,.;tr ik ing Luke 
"n· t h e  side of t h e  h L·ad am! cutt ing a 
,·olll ] 'a n i u n  ga,.;iJ l < l  t h e  < l i \ L: i n fl i l'tcd by 
R"snHc\ :-; t i ,·k .  t lm,.; e n : l �J I J < ' i n g  h i s already 
t L· rr i  lyi ug appL'<JramT. 

The m arksman flL·Ll f< ll' h is li i"L·-!Jl1t 
twt q u i, ·kly e1wu g h .  l . uke  11 <h a fter ancl 
< > 1 1  t < • l ' " r  h i m  l i h  a lb:'h .  E ve n  as h<: 
l i t  u l t  t he fel l u 11 ' ,.;  s h o u lders a i ld bon: h i m 
t o  earth,  B i l le-t  a ga i n  i n j c< " t ,·d himse l f 
i n tn the prucecd i ngs, by fa,.;tL' t t ing him
s e l l  to l .uke. 

1 ) , ·a l i P g  t h e 1\' J'c' l l •: l i - t h n.ll\' l'l' a fL' I\' 
l u .; ty h l l l \rc:. J .uke again turned h is atten
t ion t o  B i l l et .  Tearing h i m  ] , Hhe nt t h t: 
cost o f  mure llesh a n d  twu ,.;cr,.;, l1e 
st rangl ed h im 11· i t h  both h am!,;, a nll then,  
IY i t h  one procl i .g iuu,.; k i t·k ,  adua l l y  punted 
him t h n mg h  t h e  open 11· induw into  t h e 
u l'fice. 

:\,; l .ukL· turned to n:,.;LJ JJ J e  h is inter
rupted ret reat . he ra n  Lt i r l v  i nt o  th<: arms 
o f  a pol iceman. D 011'!1 11:ent the t 1ro in 
d use embrace, the pol iceman carried 
UJHlcmcath hv the fprre of Luke 's ru<h.  
l l is h ead me

-
t the  p ayemcnt w i th a r <:

souncli ng crack. For the moment h e  
1\'a,; o u t .  Rel eas i ng h im,.;elf. t h L· , ·on
quering Luke again  sprang t o  h i s  fc·d, 
a n<..! uruke i n t o  a l u n g  ,;print fur l :ume. 

v r .  

P t::l l i ' I .E along !J i;; route matTclcd at 
t h e  spect a c l e  of a 11· i ld man.  hatless �u ; d  
bl ood ied, IYi t h  tlut tering, torn t rouser� 
and ,.;trcaming hair, teari ng l ike l ll:t : !  

clo ll'n t h e  middle o f  t h e  street, pursued 
ily � '  Fil i n g  t hrong of men nncl ho1·s, 
and a coupl e of pulling policemen .  

-

Foll o\Y i n g  cl ose came a reel-ha ired 
man ll' i t h  t 1ro l Jbckcned cy<:s. and a hand-
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kerchief pre,;,;cd t • '  :1 hl cccl i n � n • h • '. As 
i n the fi�tic t r i a L< .  '" Luke ca m e· o tt vic
t or in the r u n n i n� mat ch . He re:-tchcd 
h is door :1 good h u nd red feet i n  :�d1·ance 
of his nearc,.: t coml'etitm,;,  who h:�ppcncd 
to be the l iH> pol iccmell .  The door w:-ts 
open , and h e  ru,;hed i n. a lmo:;t fri ght
ening his poor \Yi fe to death. 

" Oh, Luke ! " she ga,;p ecl . p;ll l i d to 
the lips.  " \\'hat.  in I -f caven ' ,; name-'' 

" Oh ,  n oth ing much." L u ke panted 
grimly. " O n l y  I d id n ' t bnd t h :Jt  j ob. 
But I wou ldn ' t he ,;urpri:.;ed if I got 
:�nothcr. They an· :-tt the door l l l l ll' try
i ng to coax m e to take i t . " 

The po l ice were c l am or i n g for a dm i t
t a ncl', ancl Luke s i gned for h i,.; t n:mbling 
\Yifc to adm i t  t h c·m. The intrc> p i cl cop,; 
entered c:�ut iou,;h·, as the1· rea l i zed thev 
had a desperate . cri m i na l  to  deal wit!; . 
Their quarry. h i ,; Ha:;h of rage a ba ted. 
sat calm! y a IYait i n g them .  

" Surrender ! " ,;]wutecl t i w  < l llicers 
\Yi th \I'Ca ] 'Olb ready. 

" :\I y  h:�nds are u p . "  ,.:a id Luke quiet
ly. " I  suppose r may :\'-' \Ye l l  g<) a l ong 
no1v as later. But.  i f  1 \Yalltecl tu make a 
fight  of i t .  I k in d of th ink 1 cuu ld m a ke 
it i nteresti ng." he :�dckd 11 ith a t i g h ten
i n g  of the l ip,; . 

:\l i l l y was nm1- c l i n� i n p; tu h i :n .  1\TC['
ing b i tterly. She hac! no i cka 11 h a t  hor
r ibl e calam i ty had bda l lcn : but  ll'::t'-' ,;un· 
that  J .ukc was the innoce n t i· i, · t  im of 
sum e  de\·i ] i,.;h machinar ion,.; .  

" Come un . ' ' u r �· ·d t l w  p t d i , _ .  n c:rn>Us
l y. fear in,_; an othe�· s pa ,;m. oD the part  o f  
t heir intended pr i ,.;um·r. 

" J .et go. :\f i l l y. "  said Luke c�c·n t h'.  
" Th i ngs \Y i l l  come o u t  a l l  r i .c::l t .  l gu c's . " 

I r e \\'as duh iou< about t h i n e;,; c : n n i nc ;  
out a l l  r i g h t .  bu t he,; i tatcrl to  makL· them 
\Yorse by a n o t h <: r  o u t l Jllr,.;t ,  and r<he to gu. 

T h rough t h e· t · r < l iHl t hat li l l t·d t h e  
;;treet be fore the duur  a sturch· rcd-h:�irvd 
man cut :1 p:� th . Both h is ew,; 11·erc 
hbck. and 11· i th :1 b l ood\· hand knc·hief  
h e  \l" iped h i s face.  r t \\cb t h l' great 
R oscol'. \\' i th ckua< · terist ic  pu,.;h h �  
t h n.'\1' :�side t h e  i cl l t• onloukei'. a n d  ll' i th
ont knocking. ope11L'd t he dour and en
tered t h e  hothC. He st n>cle in t <l the room 
j tht :�s t h e  p u l icemL·n IH're k;1 cl ing th e i r  
tmresis t ing p r isone r out ol  i t .  

" Tiu l c l  on : "  he commanclc·cl IY i t h  t h e  
\'uice o f  a u t h u r i t l' .  
i n u  l < l  clo \Y i t h  t h i ,.; 111:1 11 ) "  " 

rrt 1-,.. 

" Take h im to j a i l .  of course . an· 
s11·ered the officers in unison. 

" \\ 'hat  for ? " demanded R < >Sn>c<. 
" For assau l t , I supposL�. and may!Je 

11·orsc, for a l l  I kno w , "  rep l i ed one o f  t lw 
p o l icemen impatien t l y. 

" \Vho's the comp la inant ? ' ' i nqu ired 
the s t ee l  man i ns i:.; t entl v. 

The pol i cemen luukecl at L':ll' h ut h e r  
questioningly. N e it her coul d  say. 

" \\' hat is it to you , anyway ? " a.;kcd 
one of them gruft' h". 

A re t u rn i ng glc.am o f  pa:.;s iun ,.;]wne i n  
Luke\ eye at t h e appearance u f  R<hc'lll ' 
o n  the scene . I t  was nurelv out of r�:
garcl for his \Y i ic t hat  l�e rc:.;

.
trai ned h im 

s d f  f r u m  reop en i ng the confl i c t .  . \ s  fur 
:\ f i l ly, she knew not whether to regard 
the ne\\Tomcr :�s a f riend or foe. 

" \\ 'e l l ,"  said Roscoe, rep l y i ng to the 
quest ion of t he ofli cers, " I gues,.; i t 's  
sonwt h i n g  to m e ,  colbidering that I 'm 
t h L' on l y  comp l a inant i n  the case 11' ith any 
grou nd for comp la i nt . I hav�:n't  muc h 
ground at that , ' ' he finished. smJ l l l lg  
queer l y a t  I .ukc o u t  of h is clama :.;ed eyes. 

" I f  yuu\·e gut a nyth i ng to say. come 
a l ong . and say i t  at the station-lwuse, 
and let w; get ou t of here," returned the: 
spoke,;man of t h e  two. 

"\ ga i n  he ,.:tartcd to move t u 1Y;1 rd t h e  
door. 

" ( > h .  no," :.;aid Roscoe w i t h  dder
m in:�t ion.  " I ' l l  say it ri gh t here. and I 
gues,; it \Yi l l  go. too. This man has had 
about enou gh ; but i n  case he happens to 
he >1'0 ntecl , I stand resp on :.; i h 1 c  for h i ,; 
appc:�rancc. ;\f y name 1s R obert E .  
R osene . I s  tlwt good enough ,;ccur ity ? " 
he inquired cool ! :·. 

The policemen. 11 lw had not recoc;· 
n izcd him be fore, IYtre no11. J 'erfectly 
IY i l l i n g to l caye th(;ir  p risoner in h is cus
tod l·, \\'hen h e  p roduced sufficient proof 
of h i :; i r lentity.  This h e  d i d in the shape 
of canb ancl kttns.  

T h e  officer.; made their ex i t , leaving 
h i m  a l one wi th T .uke and his  \\' i fc·. .\s  
they walked out .  Luke remembered thei r 
�hsociate \\'hose h ead he h a d  hanger! 
:�gain:.;t the pa1·cment, and shuclder ingly 
II'Ondercd i f  he \\'OU l cl  be able to put i n  a 
compla in t .  

Roscoe a n d  T .uke faced each other for 
a moment i n  s i l ence, t h e  former ll' i th  a n  
inscr u table gr in on h is battercrl [ace. the 
lat ter 11· i : h  a

-
- u l kn ] , >ok of e xpecta t i on . 
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" \Vei l , "  sa i d Roscoe at length,  " you 

, ·amc through the prel i m i nary try-out 
IY i t h  a fe 1Y scars, l ,;ec." 

Luke , l l \ ' t  see i n g  t h e  poi nt , and nut 
I >e i n g  sure t h at t h ere was o n e, stared a t  
h i s  quest i on er ancl rema ined s i l ent . 

" ( ;ut  sand, too, " 11·cnt  un ]{oc;coc. " I 
t h ought  you ha d i t . "  

�l i l l y. ,,- h , N· early ll:rror h ad giYen 
11·ay to my,; t i li ,· a t iun, he;..;a n  t1l sw;j lcct t h a t  
1 h i ngs ll'l'J'e n u t  s o  had �p; t hey l l lukecl. 

Luke st i l l  rdusccl to commi t h i m,..e l f  
i >y opening h i s  mouth .  H e  1nmclcrcd 
1·a gud y if l{oscoc had follmn?d h i m  h ome 
fur t h e  pul'J" "'' o [  , · un t i n u i n g  t h e  torture. 

" X o 11·, t hen,"  p m·suecl R os,·oc. " t he 
t h i ng is-do yuu want that j oh ?  I asked 
1·ou lw fore a mi 1·uu rl 'fw;ed to tell me." 
· " I  don't  kno11· , "  ;] J I S II·crcd I .uke , 
" ,,. het h e r  I do or not." 

" D o  you t h i nk you 're capahl,· ? "  asked 
l' '"' 'UL' IY i t l t  a pcnl l iar ,;rni lc .  

" \-es." a l nws t shouted Luke. " As 
, ·a pal > lc  as you a re for  t h a t  m a t t 1·r ' '  

" Th a t 's better, ' '  s m i l ed Rosco,·. 11 i t h  
1 1 0  sign of annoyance . " 1 bel ieve I m en 
t ioned a li gure, d i d n ' t  I ?  Is it sati:;
r�1ctorv ? "  I Ic turnec1 to l\ I i ll v  IY i t h  a 
i JoiY. 

-
" Fin' t h ousa nd a yea r: mada m , 

I 'm o ffe r i n g  your hu,;hancl . ' ; . 

Poor � l i l l y  gasped and nearl y S IHH mcrl ; 
hut could find no wore! to rep l y . 

.\s for Luke , h e  tr ice! t u  c r �1 ck a smile .  
But th e \Yasps had bui l t  neat l i t t l e  k n o l l s  
�mel mouncb about h i s  face, ,;u t h a t  
sm i l i n g  \\'as a pu ni ,;h men t . 

" I I o11· about you ? ' ' asked R oscoe, 
i ur n i n g  a g a i n  to L u ke. " .'\ n· vuu on ?  
J (,, a !1o lla fid,· offer.  I 11·ant y()u." 

" i 'm on all  r ight , ' '  a ns wered Luke, 
11· i t h  su rpri s i ng nern· .  " .\n cl I \Yan t  t < t  
t e l l yuu t hat l can fi l l  that  j ob, too." 

" l  k nu w i t ,"  retor ted l'os,- , ,e . 
" There\ a l ook about you r eye that 1 
l iked right from the  ,; tart .  Then \'an 
C l e w  t o l d  me a th ing or t l\'o-a g a i nst 
h-i s w i l l-that didn't  d o  you any harm . 
But I confess l 11·as u ndecided and 'L'll'L 
you out in the yard against  t h e  11·asp,.  
hoping t o  11·akc you up and pnt a l i t t l e?  
gi nger i ;1to you . O f  course , l nevn li g
ured o n  the othn t h i n .:..:s t h a t  h appened. 
1\ II  the same, the more o f  you l 'vc seen 
t h e  better I like you . 

· 

" I forgi ve you these b lack eyes. 
clcsen·e them.  Bu t v o u  11· i l l  have to re
c i J J roc;J tl' ;1 l i t t l e  ami for g i 1·e me for a l l  
t h'c ha t t ie ,;, ·ars \·ou '

are ca rry i ng . " 
lZ<hCOl' h e l d  out h i s  -hand w i t h  t h e  aban
don and cord ia l i ty of a boy. Luke 
,grasped i t  h eartil y. 

" \\'hen yuu get in  sh ape , come du1YI1 
t 11  tlw o i'fi , · c ,  and IYe' I l  ta lk over t he de
Lt i ls , ' '  conclnclecl Roscoe. 

" .\ ny more p rel im ina ry try-outs ? "  
i nq u i red Luke, h i s sclbc o f  humor return
i ng IY i t h  i m p nwing fortune. 

" X n .  \ \' e ' l l  get right down to the 
iinab," ca l l e d hack Roscoe a s  he passed 
t ll e  p orta l . 

H e  glanced hack a mi ,;aw :\ I i l l y  ( a l l  
,;uhh i ng o n  Luke's s]]( lu] der. 

l l c t 11Te11 sohs she said : " O h ! Luke, 
dear. t h i n k  11·hat  11·e can do for the c h i l 
clrcn n o w .  And you can g e t  a new suit : "  

She d i dn ' t cn·n t h i n k  o l· a new clrcss 
for her,;cl f. \\'oman l i kc, motherl ikc 
\ f i l l y ! 

--- ----- - - ------

I > E I.- 1 :'\. E D . 

" T ,, l\' 1<: i s  a lark," quoth he , 
" Th a t  holcl l y  ri ses on i ntrcpi(l ll'ings, 

And from the zenith b l ue 
Impassioned pa:ans to h i s  m i st ress sings." 

" T.o1 ·e  i s  a rPsc," quotl 1  she,  
" That coyly shrinks \Yi t h  modest,  humb l e mien, 

,\nd from tll l'  shie!L1 i n g  bower 
\\'  i t h  subt le p erfume cl aims h c·r 1 '  LH'L' �l s quu·n." 

" Love i s  a dream," quoth one 
:\ [ ore w i se t han hoth-" a gulden dream of youth , 

T h a t  yet may oft come true 
\\'hen fri endship stamps it 11· i th the ,;eal of t ru t h . "  

F./!i(l/ Ba!rs!icr. 
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1;, d rc. \\- back the curtain and � peered incuriously into '#;(' the n i ght . T he act ion 

\1-ch purdy au tomat ic ; 
ami the discoyerv t ha t the 

fi ne drizz le of an hour before h ;t , l  turned 
tu a drenching dmn1pour a l one rec:tore: l 
her to a cunsci ousness of her movemenB. 

" It's going to he a bad n i gh t . .. ,,[;,· 
h a l f  whispered. and stood watching the 
t rick ling streaks on the smal l panes \Yith 
an i ntentness that bet okened sheer absence 
o f m ind . 

I n  the dull l i ght of a s i ngl e ker< " L'lll' 
l am p  her sharp features were blurred and 
softened. hu t 1 he lnggarcl. \\"Grk-ch ise l l'd 
lines w e re s t i l l  visible.  At tlw hac k u [  
her head the knot u f  h a i r  \Vas \YOU1Hl so 
tight as to l end her face an almost drawn 
appcar:mce. yet th e gray.-shot strands 
\YOtdcl ha '.T been soft and wavy had thev 
not been so uncomprom isingly n·,tra i 1 1ecl .  

Prisc i l l a  Dunscomb stared into  the· 
ra i n -soaked d :nkness, hut her mind \Ycb 
busv with ma tw thoughts.  For her hour 
wai approach ing-t he hou r u f  rL·ka c;e 
from a th ra l dom dat i ng back over twenty 
vears-and she was striving hard that her 
} uy be nut too apparen t .  even to her�d i'. 

Somet h ing s t i rred in the great four
poster, and she t urned at the " 'unci. 
steppi ng \\· ith the medwn ica l caut ion 
natur�l 1 t o  snvin· in t he sick-room. .\ ftcr 
s l i gh t l y  ad j ust i ng t he Jntclnvork cm·er 
and shift ing t he sneen before the l am p . 
she stood loPk iug t!mvu at the pro,;t ratc 
fi gure. 

There v:as no �oft ncss in her eves as 
she not ed the gray. death l i ke p a l l or, the 
piteous pinched fea t ures. the  al ternately 
sharp and muffied brea t h i ng . There was 
no so ftness in her heart at the kno w l 
edgt· o f  fbniel  nuuscomb's approach ing 

7 I 2  

enci-( J n l y  a g r : m .  unr e kn t i n g  exul tation 
that the hour of her freedom \\·as at hand . 

Presentlv she sat down in a \Yooden 
rocker by -tilL' bedside and resumed her 
vigi l .  At certa in intervals she moistened 
a clot h in a bend bv her side and bathed 
the unconscious 1�1an 's forehead and 
\Hists. l l er nn nncr ui perform ing t h i s 
sooth i n ;; act �uggestecl au i ncl um i Lab lc 
repug-nance. fought du 1vn by she•.'r \Y i l l 
powe r . I n  the interim s h e  s a t  with 
averted eyu; , one hand shield ing her fan· 
from the l ight-aucl wai ted. 

A cl ock SUllll'\\- lll'rc l >c l o\1· s t ruck the  
hour with  t 1\·o r<l'ping. 1vh cezy stro kes.  
Prisci l l a  Dunscomb startecl s li gh t ly, and 
gl anced at the s ick man . I t  was the hour 
the doctor had t o l<l her to \Ya t c h  for
the cr i ,:is. the wru in�-po i n t ,  t ht: J n :;ste
r iou s m oment \\·here t he scales of l ife and 
death hang enn l  y balanced . 

" I  w i sh I cou l d  he \Y i th  nm, I\ [ rs. 
D unscnmb."  the p h ysi c i a n  h;:H] ended 
kincl l L  " ! Jut  I cou ld not do an�·t h i n �  mon· 
for h i m i f  I IH'Y<:' , and you arc an excel lent  
nurse. You sec, I ' n· got that  crit ica l caSL' 
in the ,- i l l agc .  T hnc isn't  one chance in  
a hundred that lw I \  i l l  l iw . and if  he dues 
it \Yi l l on l v  m c �m hop c l e,;s i m·alitlism for 

a not her \·c;n·-so perhaps i t  \H>uld be 
more merci ful t o  h;wc i t  a l l  ended now. " 

nr. BrL'\\"Stl'l" had the good taste not 
to condole \Yi t  h I ' r i,;ci l l a  6 uw.comh. H L' 
knew-a l l the· v i l l age knc\Y,  for t ha t 
m at ter-th �· i n comp�t t i bi l i t\· of t hose t 1rn 
i l l -mated J i ,·c,;. t h e  t we-nty years o [  
s l an-r1· to  t h e  demands o f  a m a n  \Yh o had 
crushcd every atom of j ov out o r  
P risci l l a  Dunscom h's exi�tence. And 
Pr isc i l l a i nwardly rej oiced t ha t  t he 
doctor coul <l nllt knm,- ho\Y maclh· thank
ful ,;he was to he a lone \Yhen the great 
moment arr ived . 

She recognized ahsolutch· no fear o f  
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<L ath, experi�.:Hccd no phy�ical sh r i nk i ng 
:1 1 t he nca rne,;s o f  the great my�tery. Fin� 
t i mes had she fough t  \Yith i t  a Jo,; in� 
u::ttt le for the li1·es o i  her c h i ldren. On 
occasion,; i nnumerable had ,;he " ,;at u p , . 

w i th a stricken fr iend or neighbor, watch
ing w h i le the tlame of Yi t al i ty flickered 
ou t.  Death w as Yery familiar to Pris
c i l l a  Du nscomb. 

At tht: st roke of the clock a fa i n t. 
scarcel y  p�Tceptible t remur quin:'red 
through the form on the bed. ;\ ]most 
involuntarily she bent fonYanl, her h and� 
cl as ped on her knees, to \Yatch t he strug
rrle more closch·. Some Jeep instinct 
��·arneu her that there \Yould he a moment 
o f  consciousness before the end. She 1•;a,; 
curiuus to ;;ee j w;t \Yhat t hat mo111�!ll 
\Yould d isclose. \V i t h  ste:.Jd \- intcnsit1· 
she regarded the death ! ike n�a>k. Fo.r 
manv vears she had systematically aYoided 
scan;1(n g h er husba�d's fact!. It  dn.:w 
her gaze now, in spite of h ersel f . 

Sudtk n h·. as she looked, she caugh t her  
breat h .  Something i n  the p i Hchecl. hag

ganl features recalled the face o f  her 
eldest ch i lli. a nd stinging memories surged 
on r hn I ik� a torrent. ,\gain t hey cam e 
Ldure her-her c h ildren-the on ly bei ng� 
�he had e 1· cr r.?:llly lon·d, a l l  snatclH:d 
from her i n  th e early years of l i fe.  
Pr isc i l la Dunscomb had been a \Y0111Jl1 of 
pa��innate matern i ty . The mother-love 
"lu� had expended on her l ittle hrood of 
\l·,·ak l i nt(s h ad crushed down and stamped 
out cn·n· other emot ion . 

S h L· h�nt ne:�r..:r. Ye,;. t here ,,·as <.: l'i 
t a i n h· a rc,;emhlance. S h e  felt as thoug h  
she �mght t o  resent i t  fi ercely, h u t  for 
sume r�a,;011. a� yet occult. she could not. 

" Daniel was -pretty proud \Yhen l it tle 
nan came �dong." she ftmnd hcr,;d f re
mem\ l..:rin,c:. " l suppo,:c hecau-.e it ,,· as 
the lir,;l (>tH:. l-Ie d id n 't care much about 

am· o f  the others. N eYer came ncar m e  
fo;. a \YCt.:k a fter l ittle H L"tty ,,·as horn. 
I wotH h:r \Y IW D an iel didn't \on: the c h i l 
tlrcn ' 1 !  j ,;  -0\Yil c h i l dren � But then I 
don't he l ic1·e he eYer l o,·cd me-en:n i n  
the beg inning. l -sed t o  act as though he 
d id.  at first� hu t that soon quit-after 
l i t tle· Dan came. Then he changed round 
l ike ::t shot .  I wonder-" 

Sbe broke the thread of her thoughts 
to mu isten her hu:;b:md's lips. H e was 
hre::tth i ng more he:Js i ly . The inclent a
t ions in h is pinched nnst r i l s  \H'l"t.: d,·t:p,r. 

" He isn 't going to last much longer," 
she told hersel f  a:; she resumed her seat. 
" 1-l e's gett i ng weaker." Cnconscioush· 

sh� took up h er train of t h ought ,., h e r·_. 
she had broken off. 

" I \Yonder-i f he'd haxe cared more
if I had n ' t  gin:n so much t ime to th� 
chi ldren ? "  Tht: sugge,;t i on startled her.  
Not only had she ne1·er put i t  into \HJrJs 
before. but it had ne1·er �o much as 
occu rred to her. 

" I haYc al ways done my duty," she re
m in d e d  hcr,;c l f  stt'rnl y-\1·hich,  being 
interpreted. mea :1t  t ha t Danid Dunscomh 
had ne1-er lacked for clot h i ng. food, a!!:l 
a home proper ly conducted. " E1·cn 
a f ter-he began to make i t  nry-hard 
fnr me. I did mv dut1•. ' '  

A t ingle o f  .sc l f- i>ity :l l mo,:t hr <mgh t  
t h e  tears to her  cn:s at t h e  remcmbra tll"e 
of how cl ifJicu l t - that dutv had fi nalh· 
become. 

· · 

" I wonder-i f  he wa:; j,-,r/ous-o[ the: 
chi l dren ) " She \YJ� amazed at the pos
sibil i ty. T hat he was . a man of Yinh:nt 
anu I:J.sti ng emotiOnS she had a\lyay,; 
known, but she real ized 110\\. for the ti 1:,;t 
t ime that. stung to a com i nua l j c·alou�y. 
he: might eas i l y be capable of-al l that 
lnd occurred l atc:r. She bega n to expe
rience a strange, embryonic pity for the 
man . 

" I  wonder-i f- [  did r ight ? " sh� 
asked hersel f. 

I I .  

T I I E  sick man stirred uneasih·, and 
mo1·ed h is head from side to s ide: Onl' 
hand reached out blindly, gro ping!y.  and 
grasped her slee1·e. The action hmugh t 
Yi\·idlv to her memorv how her l ast.  l i t 
t l est kll >y h<ld p:lsscrl out int o  the Be
yond , clutching p it i fu l l y  at  her h anck 

In that moment someth ing b roke ,,· i t h : n  
Pr isci ll a Dunscomb-snmething hard.  ic�-. 
and un fnrgh-ing t ha t  had hnund her i n  
i ts  i ron gr�hjl f o r  t w e n t y  long year,; : Tlw 
m::tn before her appeared no longer the 
hateful being who had cmhi ttnetl her 
l i fe. H e  was \Yeak. he ''"a' h e l p l e,.:s. h<: 
was less than a c h i l d  in en·JT facult1· ; 
he wa;; dying.' A great. pi tyi;1g tcnd,�r 
ncss S\\·ept oyer her. inst a n t l y  augmented 
hy a deep. sou l-scorching terror. She 
sl i pped to her knees hy the hccbidc i n an 
ecstasy o f  unwonted prayer. 

" Oh. Lord. don't let him die : "  she 
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stumbled. " I haven't done right by him 
a l l  m y  l ife ! < i ivc me another chance ! 
Give him back to me, i f  it's onl y  for a 

vear, and I ' l l  try to make up for it. 
i )on 't l et him go; Lord : I ' l l  give h im 
mv 1 07'<' .' n ·

S h e  held hersel f rigiu, gripped by the 
thought that slid into her consciousness. 
He was going to come to himself for a 
moment-soon ! She �ean·hed h i s  gray 
countenance i nten tl y. I t  m ight come now 
at any time-she kne1v by fam i l iar, in
fal l ible si gns. On t hat moment of con
sciousness, she felt, h ung t h e  ans we r to 
her petition. 

" I wish h e  could see me as I u:;ed to 
be-before ! It  might make a d i ffer
ence : " she groaned . ( ;ett ing to her feet, 
sh e 1vent across the room and scanned 
hersel f fcnrish l v  in the l i t t l e  cracked 
m i rror over t h e  fmreau . 

" I ' m  cha ngccl-drva d !'ul l y  changed ! 
I wonder-" \\' i t h  t n m b l i ng hands she 
l uo:;ed the t i ght knot o f  her h air, and 
tlu fled th e \l'a\·ing strands soft l y about 
her facc. I n  t h t: dim l i ght the e ffect lent 
her a stran ge, i ! l us h·el y youthful appear
ance. H urried ly she groped about i n  a 
dra1n:r and found a p iece of uld and 
yel lowt·d larT. \Yh icll,  u n fasten i ng and 
t hrowing aside her st i ff col lar. she folded 
about her throat.  For a m oment she re
gard ed the metamorpho�i� steadi l y . 

" I t 's  better : " she saiu as she turned 
a 1vay. A t  the bedside slle resumed her 
1· igi l .  p l ac in g her�e l f  i n  �uch a pos it ion 
tllat  the open ing eyes should rest on her 
alone.  Then she 1vaited. 

\\'hen the change came, by that strange 
pcrn:r�ity of e .\pectation, she was as un
prepared for i t  as t hough her whole being 
lwd not hung upon i t with heartrend ing 
intensity, and �he �hook l ike a fri gh t en<xl 
child.  It  w ;;s only a rol l ing up o f  the 
L·vel ids : t h e  look 11·as one o f  blankness . 
She has un h er knee� again, bend i n g  o\·er 
h i m . Cradua l l y  the: :-duw l igh t  of dawn
i n g intel l i gence kinc! lecl. 

.. D a n : " she breathed. 
The marn·l at her resurrectt.:d youth 

d eepened i n  h i �  sunken eyes. 
" Prbsv ! \\"l1 1·. Priss1· : " 1 t \I' as his  

l l ld .  endear ing p
.
et name' for her,  unusec l 

t hese t ll'l'ntv years : "  
" ] ) ;m-r;h: Dan : " she w hispered. 

" J\re yuu go i ng to l ea1·e me ? " H e  
s t ruggled weakly t o  speak aga in : 

" Do you want-me to stay-l)rissy ? 
didn't-t h i n k-you did ! " 
" 1 do- I do ! I - 1  lo<·c you, D an ! " 
" Then- 1 ' 1 1  try ! "  he sa id simply. 
\\" ith a s m i l e  h e  closed his eyes, hut h i s  

hand groped for and found hers, a nd h e  
yielded him�df u p  t o  sleep l i kt: a t ired 
, ·h i l d .  l l uur after hour she sat,  1Yi t h  
hi,;  hand i n  hers, watch ing t h e  regular 
breath ing of his health-giYing s l eep . The 
11·hole  "·ret c hed past between them was 
\\ i pecl out-ban ished by the resurgence 
( i i. hn forgotten youth . 

" l t  turned the balance : " she t o l e! her
, ,_ l f. " I t  was the only t h ing that could." 

And wbcn tlw dawn broke, she l i fted 
her face to meet the year of her rcpara
t ion in the peace that passeth all under
standing. 

T H E T H R E E  S.\ l LS. 

T H REE l i t t l e  ,;a i l s  speed into t h e  west, 
,\ far un the di sta nt blue� 

And one i s  my Jon·.  and one is my hope, 
And o t t r:  i,.; m y  tru,.;t in you : 

Tlt n:c l i t t l e  :;aib o f  :-:i l n·r-\Yh ite,  
To th e p i t i less winds unfurl ed, 

To ! w a r �� t hought to �� lonely 1:\d 
< l n  the uther side of t h e  mHld. 

Three l i tt l e  sa i l s  speed into t h r:  west
( ;od grant that the i r course I ie  t rue ! 

For one is my lm·e. and one is my h ope, 
And one is my t ru:-:t in yuu ! 

Jlartlw llaskcll Clar!�. 
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B Y  J O H N  F L E M I N G 'W I L S O N .  

,\ S E O R T S T O R Y .  

I 
\V.\S not ah.-ay, a kmk- cl erk . al'l1 i c·vcnH:nt o f  t h i s  < ; crman sci entist i n tJJ Once up"n a t i me I ,,-as conquer i ng speech U l l t i l  l anded 0 1 1  

t h e  prime mini ster u f  a I I  i h iscus and fe l l  umkr h is personal  
kingdom. Trul'. that s,,-ay. In order that th is si len t  k ing ' s  
k i ngdom b not often superiority may he apparent, I shall  nar
mcnt ioncd i n  the daily rate\ hrieHv. the course of his l atter war:'. 

j ournals, and one neYer hears of �o-and- and the o;uf' d '/t, r t .  supreme tri umiJ h o !" 
So being accredited to H i biscus cb min- his sagacity-and final,· o f  his reign : 
i ster e:-; traordinary and em·oy plenipoten- How sh a l l  I detail my emotions tha l 
t iarv . But I was prime minister to a fi rst day I landed on H ihisnb and sail
k ing 11"110 ruled for many yt'�Hs O\'L'r :1 t h at lwgc fi gure s i l t  iug under the shad 
whole archipelago-ch ief sen-a nt to Kin:.; o\\· o f  t h e palm-j ust beyond the whitt' 
Oscar, kn01vn t h roughout h b  p art o f  t h e  road t h a t  marked the thorough fare o f  
world as The S ilent .  h is  chief vi l lage ? Fancy t o  yotm;e l f  

N o  h istorian, p robably, w i l l  celebrate me, a young and quizz i cal fel low, ready 
H ibiscm;,  nor w il l  the eYcnts of my p t: - for ad1·cnt urc, in lu\'C 'With l i fe, with 
rioll of dignity find p l ace i n  any \Hi t  t en sol l J.i, \Y i t h  t h e  warm breath of the trou 
record. But my master was a great man. i cs,

' 
coming ga i l y  a,J10re from a l itt

�
l e  

Retrospect takes nothing from h i s  sple1 1 , schooner, turn i ng t o  wa\·e farewel l t o  
dor. A s  I look back upon H ib i scus and Surrcnncs, laugh i ug at the  tumbling c h i l 
i t s  people, as  I remember t h e  act ivit ies clrcn on t he \\-�: tcr's edge, a !H l  then sud
of the day. the glitter of th e nigh t  sky, d cn l y cnm iug out of the throng into the 
the co mmerce that came to anchor in the prcscure o f  a si lent, inscrutable, motion
bay, the pomp o f  fest i1·a ls �md th e cne- ks,; king.  
monial  of our society, i t  seems imp oss ibl e  It  was morning_ Th e shado\YS were 
that that rea lm h as p assed , leaving no st i l l  long, and the breeze. not vet \Yearicd 
trace upon human h i story, t hrust aside by the sun, s\\·cpt softly t l; rough tlw 
into the appencli:-; o f  ciYil izat ion as a frondagc of t h e palms and shook t h e  
mere geograph ical fact . scarlet H lm-crs o f the h i biscus in a 

\'cars ago, as I traYeled on the  t rad ing - spark le of Hamc . l'ncler my feet the  
schoont:r Constance d'  ,\n-ers from the white  path ran s i nuously to the Yery step,; 
Sandwich group to the LmYer .-\rch i - o f  the k ing's h ouse. And there, i n  frout 
pclago , C aptain S urrennes told me, of me. appeared suddenly a Presence. 
amou;.; a thousand i tem s of l it tl e mo- ( ; rossl v, he \Yas a moun tain of a man · 
mcnt ,  o f  H ib iscu,:. " It i s  ruled." h e he ,;at in 

�
a cumbrous, massive chair. H i� 

said, " by a p h i losopher . All Germans p i l l ar- l ike l egs rose from the ground to 

approach ph i l osoph y by the \Yay o f  his h uge knees : the span of h i s  t h i gh ,; 
science. King O scar studied birds, and was that o f  a ca,;k, and his portly,  rotund 
by degrees, pursuing h is p ro fessi on , he g i rth fi l led the chair.  Vast shoulders, 
arriwcl in the South Seas. H ere h e  he·- surmount ed by a round h ead, dominatccl 
came a philosopher. H e  has not spoken the whole figure. 
for a dozen vears ." A s  I came to a stop . t h i s  tremendous 

Silence i s · recogni zed as one form n f  being opened h i s  eyes and gazed at  me. 
wisdPm : but I fai l ed to sec the great I n  th:l t  rnugh -h e1Yn, immense countenance 

7 I 5  
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it  :;cemed a s  i f, f or  a n i nstant, t w o  win
' lm1·,.; h ad been opened and the master of 
1 he ed i fice had looked forth. 

( ' a rel ess as I \vas, i n  those clays, I took 
o ff l ll V  hat .  

• ·  I ·h aYe come to trade, "  I said, by way 
u f  i ntroduction. 

The eyes, serene, deep, and composed, 
l ooked a moment more. Then they closed. 
:\I v errand \vas understood. I 11·as dis

m i��se d . 
I had trave led h ere on an errand of 

pure commerce. I st ayed to become the 
,.;en·ant of this ph i l osoph er. 

I cannot exp l a in ho\1· i t  \vas t h at, see
i n g h i m  in h is eterna l repose in that  chair 
under the pa l m. \· iewing the dai ly mirack 
uf h is si lence. I fell  undl'r t he yoke of h is 
de,.;l lot ism, abandoned brigh t prospects of 
,,·e�: l th,  and was content to he at h i s  right 
hand.  minister of hb kingd om, i nt erpreter 
of t h a t  s low glance, reader o f  t ho,.;e 
ch an q:eless features. But so it h appened. 

\' L�;m; p ;1ssed. Each dawn saw t h e  ;,;ing 
seatl'd in h i :;  c h a i r. E ach noon passed 
over h is h ead \\·ithout elicit ing a ,.;i ngl e 
movement ; n i crht sett l ed dmn1 from the 
h il ls ami cast  �,·er that immutable. f:( i gan
tic tigure the majesty of obscur ity . I ,,·cnt 
about the business of the i sl and ; I tra f
Jicke<l and rul ed ; I was the ProYidence 
of a thousand natiYes under his im·isible 
scepter . \Vealt h  poured in by e\'ery 
schooner. H i biscus became rich. :My 
dut i es mul t i p l ied. A nt !  still  each day I 
was conscious of that  huge Presence 
seated there u nder the pa l m. 

You d emand to knmY lww it w:J s that 
\Ye obeyed \Yben th ere "·as n o  order. 

I c�1nnot tell .  \\'e \n:nt our \Yays. 
tram;actell our busine,.;s, l ivecL loved. 
lwted,  \\·ent up the b i l l  for our l ast 
j ou rney \Y ith t h e mourners ch ant ing . and 
a l l  under t he spell  of th at si lent  master. 
I onl y know that, in my frequen t p er
p l ex it ies. I went up th e path to the 
king's  h ouse. came before that immense 
fi ;;urc. bore the brief gaze of those eyes
and my d i fliculties were dissipated into 
<1 i r. And each time I took a\\·ay w ith 
me ;1 n e\Y conYiction of the infinite "·is
dom that reposed in that unw iel dy body 
u [ tlesl 1 .  

I I . 

\VE were <1 st range soci e ty : traders, ad
ventu rers, natives, gay women ,.;ceking 

obscurity , m iss ionaries seeking soul s, sol
d iers fi ghting for p ay-al l th e tang le of 
h uman ity that  could gath er on an out
lying, unpublic island o f  refuge. There 
1vere dances in the pavil ion , flirtat ions on 
t he Prosp ect ,  intrigues, p lots, murder,;, 
j ealousies-all the p araph ernal ia  \dth 
wh i ch we dress our lives. < her a l l ,  t h e  
S i l ent One. 

And h e  \\·as human-had been-t oo. 
A w i fe sat i n  the verandas of the k ing's 
house, eternal ly busy over some trifle. 
And far away, in H onol u lu, ,,.e knew 
t here was a son, the heir o f  the ph i luso
pher. But no one can p i ct ure the re
moteness o f  the ennts o f  \\·h i ch these 
1n�re the sign . For centur ies, one \vould 
t hink, the ki ng had sat i n  silence under 
the pa lm . 

So the years p assed. and the mou tltain 
of flesh re ign ed i n  eternal rqJO,.;e. H u t  
o n  t h e  h or izon t h e  cloud shaped i tsel L 

< )ne can easily imagine that, wh ere 
there was a k ingdom and an heir, i n
tr i gue was not absent. Heirs return an• l 
claim their h eritages . Ph i l osoph er:; d i •:. 
Therefore, a h undred mothers preened 
t heir daughters' p l umage and gos,.; ipcd 
of the t ime to come . A hundred girh 
wove wreaths and anointed the ir faces 
"·ith oi l tn enh ance their beaut y a'(a i nst 
th e day of t he home-com in g . 

As that  day drew-inevitably-near, 
the great ques tion came more and Jnon� 
before my m i nd . \Yhat \vas to end t h i s  
silence ? \\' h at word was to break from 
th i s eternal rumination-mes:;age of ,,· is
dum. o f  meditation, final cleterminat ion 
of the prob lem o f  life ? Curiosity gre 11· 
upon me. I came into the Prc:;cnce \Y i t l l  
thoughts ant ic ipat ing th e d ay : I ,,·atcl:ed 
t he slow l i ft o f  the eyes, felt  the vast im
port of the c losing l ids, departed w i th 
my head over my shoul der for fear t h a t  
t he moment m i gh t  have arrived. 

This i s  a \\·or iel 11·h cre we ask one an
other : \Vhat do you make of i t ? and pass 
on, shaking our heads . E ach dawn has 
its  great interrogat ion. At the last  mo
ment,  i n  the car of Death our l ips for m 
a question. Think \vhat i t  11·as t o  l ive 
i n  th i s Presence, under the eves of t h i ,  
m a n  wh o  knew, ll'ho had solved. t h e  
p roblem i n  t h a t  si lence o f  years ! B y  
J ove ! t h e  balance o f  my l edgers, to-nigh t ,  
lwl<l n o t  cert ainty such a s  we were as
sured lay beh ind this wordless immobil ity. 
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l �\Year to you that, commercial a� I 

am-- as \\"C a l l  \\·en·. ( ;oc\ knows- [ 
ne1·er forgot, in the gl amuur of tlh· llay, 
amid the clangor of hw;ine��. or the soft 
murmurs of the womL·n at n i g h t fa l l ,  the 
portent o f  this kingl y p h i l osopher, t h i s  
p h i losop h i c  king. We p layed l i ke chil
dren i n  H ibiscus ; but  e1-er conscious o f  
t h a t  'Yatch ful , serene spirit  look ing out 
o f  t he \\· indm;·s in that umY iel dy. gross 
habit·ation of flesh. I I ence t h i s  story, 
dhl!!!li'lll < 'lli of silence. 

As prime m i n ister, it fel l upon me to 
speak. as the king's mouthpiece, o f  the 
heir .  ?\ eYer \\'as such a questioning : s ly  
\\'Omen bescmght me at morni n g, as  their  
daughters passed down, flower-wreathed, 
to bathe in the :;u r f : I Hl ld  mothers sung 
praises of their  o fTspring to the tunc of 
tlatterv ; the maidens thcmsd\'(:s posed 
he [or� m e .  that  my ministerial  eye might 
be entranced and a match made. 

h>r  t h is  heir "·as weal thy-oh, very 
11-c!  1 - to-do, i ndeed. I I L' \1-otdd h a1·c a l l  
1 he i slands. the army t 1 >  e:-; p l u i t  t h em. t h e  
schooners to carry his  toll  to c\m; tra l i an 
J>Oih, the t reasury hur:-;t ing w i t h  gohl
a l l  the lll'reclitamenh of t 1H.: K i ng of 
H ihisru:-;. 

I kept a splendid pni >L'. ! n l \YO years 
I dashed no hope and promised nothing.  
T hese intriguers, when they suspected 
me, p assecl secret l y  up t he path i nto the 
Presence. There they saw the king
silent,  h i s  slow l ids h a l f raised OYer his 
i n scrutable e1·es.  And t hev came awa\·
hushed. a fraid. forget lui ;>f their �bpira
t i ons. 

l3ut i t  could not go on forever. I t  wa:; 
decreed that  the vouth slwuld come hom e  
t o  H ib iscus, w he-re h e  h a d  not hct'n seen 
for a dozen years. H is coming 11·as a n 
nounced. { 11l\·,;e] f ] ' l'Oll1Ulgated the 
new:;.  

I magine the fcn·or o f  those days l 
Fancy the preening of p lumage, hum of 
midnight  confab. susurra t ion o f  scheming 
women, bughter of girl:-; gossip ing m·er 
the future. 

i\ l en are p rone to mi..;t ake such gentle 
c lamor for harmless t r i t1ing. 1 .  the  
p rime m i n i :;ter, made t h i s  error. I cn-
i oved the feYer of ]HL'parat ion.  t he m
�\t{stry of coquetry makinu; ready for 
conquest. I wa l ked among that gi t lcly 
throng , confi dent that when the t ime 
came I slwuld brush t o  one side all  this  

fuss and accomp l ish a ,; t a t e:-;manl ik e  
:;troke-marry t h i s  heir  t o  a \\·orthy con
surt, do a:; the ,;ilen t  one approvell. 

1 met tht' youth a t  the beach 11·hen he 
( '<t l llL' .  The steamer rolled oubide the 
harbor. t h e  t o \\'n seethed i nside ; a boat 
came ''p inning in through the ree f ; the 
] 'eO] ' l c  cheered : a natty oflicer sprang 
ashore. and trunks followed him.  Tlwn 
,- ,nn ,: t h e  heir .  .\ h.  the h e i r � \\.hen l 
sail' l i l t l l ,  I abo saw, as if a shadow be
h i nd h i m, the great form o f  the k ing, 
t hat  mounta i n  o f  silence. i nscrutable 
p h i l osopher. 

But the you 1 < ;..; man felt not h i ng of 
t l l i :-;. He kickl·d out h i s  feet .  sett led h i s  
jac kl'l about h i s  narrow shoulders, turned 
a11·ay from the peop le of H ibuscus, from 
all of us '"h o  ,,·ere come to receive h im, 
: tnd "! 'okc t o  the steamsh i p  otlicer : 

'· ( lueer outfit,  aren ' t  thev, Mac ? " 
Tli,vn h e  stared round at w;.  
" I ' I I  bet I ' l l  be bored inside of a 

day. ' '  he added. 
S o  h e  arriHlL 

I I I .  

N o  ncecl, T suppose, t o  tel l you that 
he \1- < l "  a lz<�/'<lli<l<' l'·-ha l f-\1-h i tc ? H is 
nwtl ll' r  11 as a Kanaka . 

\\ ' c· I L  '" hat is the usc o f  reason i ng 
about i t ? There he '"as, quite sma l l ,  
q u i t e  insignifican t - i n  fact, w i th the 
t r< t i t s  of h i s  m i x ed blood weakly upon 
h i 1 : 1 .  I t e l l  nm, I "·as o f  t wo minds : 
let h i m  purse. h is l ip s  and go back : let  
h i m  st<ty,  take up the glory that a'Yaited 
h im, I lL· th� king's  son. 

But a prime m i ni ster has duties.  I 
took t h�: forma 1 course and made him 
\ITkOilll'. 

" \ ' our father is e:-;pec t i n g  you," I said, 
t aking his arm and leading him up t h at 
:;inuous path that  Icc! to the Presence. 

He seemecl much put out.  
" I 'ye heard the o l e\ man i s  sort of 

queer. ' '  h e  saicl  uneas i ly . " I ' 1 1  be l1anged 
i f  I kno\'; '"hy I couldn't  stay in Hono
l u l u  <md have a goocl t ime."  

" ( 1 n c  owes a c·crtain amount t o  one's 
parents." I said.  

' '  ( 1h,  the mother's a l l  r igh t . ' '  he re
p l ied. " I ' l l  he sort o f  glad t o  see her. 
\Yonder why she d i d n ' t  come down tn 
meet me ) D i d n ' t  sh e know I was com
ing ? " 

!l oll' cou l d  I explain that his mother 
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'' a:; lmt an app ar i t i on , a remnant o f  a 
pa�t ag�: engaged i n  infinitesimal tasks o f  
, louH>ticity, i gnored of a l l ,  o n l y  finding 
t i :n i d  YLl i ce \Yhen th e prime m i nist er 
, ·augh t lwr at some surrep ti tious mother

l y  preparation ? 
· · �he is w el l, " I said. 
\\"�.: 11·a lkcd up, the cro1Yd fo l lowing. 

Th�: heir stared about him as we pro
;.;n.:ssed, nodding as one after another 
l 'alkd a sl1y greeting or flung a sharp 
gl ance upon him.  Then, sudden ly, 
i I i h iscus drew back and we were al one . 
We tu rned into t h e  open space \Yhere the 
king sat. 

" There's the old man," murmured the 
h eir, ha l t ing a little. 

" \" our fath er, " 1 said. 
U ur [�.;�.;t ceased to mo\·e, i nYoluntari ly, 

�mel \\'1.; stood before that great figure, fi l l
i n g  t h a t  h uge cha ir, surmounted by t h e 
h caYV, immol J i [ �.;  face. l con fess that T 
louk�d one side, cock ing my ear. I e s -
1 •e • · tcd a ,·o ice. t h e  words t hat h ad not 
nnnc for su ma ; 1y yl·ars. 

l l o1Y long that pregnant pause laste,] 
l am unable to sav. I found nn·�c:l f 
qu i t e strained. :\ l y

-
w.:ck muscles a�h ed . 

c\l l < l t he re 11·as no voice. 
The h e i r  t iY i tchetl my arm. I looked 

i n to t he king ' s face. 
I n  the silence of th at l i tt le grcl\·e the 

ureater silence p r·cs�cd agai nst us. The 
i�c;n·y-l idded eyes \Yere op en . Th ei r gaze 
rcst�.;d U]JO\\ t h e young man, the h eir t<l 
I l ibiscus. 1 t seemed to me-and I had 
read those llarkling pupils for many 
years-as i f  they were dimmed. There 
�Yas no message in t h em. They com pre
hended, hut did not formulate. They 
,;�t 11· , hut there 11·as no Yision. 

Snu t i ny of scrut inies � 1 S\Year it  
'l'l'nH.:d to me t hat at th at moment the 
King of I-1 ib iscus died, 1Yith his message 
unreYealcd. Ami 1 \Yas terribly angry. 
You sec, l had a11·aited th is answer to 
< �ur gn:at i n terrogation : "'hat do you 
make of it a l l ?  

The he:1YY I ids dropped sl011'!y <lo1Yn. 
The eves r luscd. 

\\ ·e · \Yenl h�wk hast i ly, the young man 
J > tl l l i n g  at mv arm. O nce out in the i •ath.  �Y i t h H ib iscus crying round us,  he 
�'l 'uke. 

" The ol d fel low's crazy___:crazy as a 
centipede," h e  chattered. " \Vh y in the 

deuce didn't he speak to me ? Do you 

call th at a fatherly 1ray io art ? Let h i m  
keep his  odd ma1111ers f u r  common peo· 
plc .  l 'm no child, tu he treated this 
\Y ay."  

l soot hed him as best l could . told 

h i m  t h a t  his f:1thcr 1ras a nry strange 
('l\ a ral'l er. 

.; H e  hasn't  spoh·n s i l\l:e l 'Ye knmn1 
h im . ' '  l sa id .  

" l h ope mother isn't  taki ng after  
h im."  h e  compl ained. " Th is is a n i <'e 
11·a 1· t < J  liT konw a son . ' ·  

H u t  h is n w t h n  � l ipped < > U t  nf t h e  
groyc a nd cla imed h im, \\· i 1 h  gentle es
l ' l a\\\ation� and kisses. a 1Hl �u l Jdt h i m  
and \rent about m v  ( lut. ies. 

I i lan: alrL·ady tu l d yon 11· h ::�t ::1 m ix ed 
J u t  \ll: l l ib i�l'all� were. Allll l have in
d icated that I made a mi�take .i n payi ng 
little a t t ent i on to t h e  i n t r igues for the 
f�l \·or o f  t h e  k i ng'� :-;,:J i l .  ! l ad thi:-;  young 
mal l  k··cn a ,;trung spi r i t .  or not one 
,,- l ! , > J ly U \ \ \Yorthy. l l ld ieYe \H: �hou l d  
h a1·e mad� out pro.:uy 11·e l l  a s  it \Yas. 
H u t  yuu can ea,;i l y  i magine t h a t the first 
11·uman that d i ,;playet l t h e· a rt s  u[ Jin i shed 
rnquctry tnuk h i m  - l'<>l n t > ktdy.  So it  
· ·ame :1hout. 

The 11·uman ,,·a�' a ta l l . 1·ery hambome 
person , \Yith a striking complesion and 
l > lund ha i r . \\ 'here she came from, I 
cannut  say c :-. :: ct !y .  < ; <h�ip had i t t h at 
:;he was onre IYel l ·to-du in t he States, 

: : : l d  had pinned her r:l i t h  to a man who 
fuund ci1· i l i .� a t i o n  u nh c·a l t hy . \\'h ether 

l 1 e died or no, I l'a nn ot tel l .  Hut here 
shl: 11·as in H i ! Jiscus. t h e n·rv i n L·arnat i on 
.. r the s ingle-handed free(>ooter. N ot 
t hat 1 dare say any t h i ng against her 
mural charancr. Sn far as l kno'Y, sh e 
\Yas a gum! 11·um :l l1 . But sh e had no 
,.,omen friends. C h i l dro:n. dugs, and 
men l iked her. 1 est o:em cd her mpelf 
as one o f  t he fe11· 11·urt h a sninus con
Yo:rs:n ion \Y i t h .  

l >un't  ask me hu\... � i l L· p ick .. .  d t h i s  
young fe! lo\1· out o f  t lw cro1nl o f  tlat

t�.;n·r� and made h im her 0\l'll. She did 
it  in  t 11-o cla1·s. In t h ree clc\\'S thev m .::re 
on the Pro�pect t ogether, and i ;1 four 
t hey bad th e tmYn d i n n ing with gossip. 

\Ty posit ion was unem· iable .  I was 
the pr i me m i nister. and resp onsi bl e for 
the king's son . I t  was my place to see 
that he marrictl fitt ingly.  t h a t he pre
parer] h imsel f for the u \ ieron� dut i l's that 

11·uuld in t i me de\·uln� U ] H) \ 1  him. Here 
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\vas a woman o f  no pm;it ivc repute 
;;twtching my ward from under my very 
l'\·e,;. 

· f. l anl ike. and most umv isely, ap-

l 'roaclwd her on the subj ect. l h a,·e 
never forgotten th at i nt erview. I t  
m arked the begi nn i ng o f  that  sel f-mis
nust that h as made me. from the prac
i ica l ruler of a l arg• · and tl-. lurish i ng 
rea l m. a mere arcount:ult .  a lunk-clnk.  

" 1 am going t o  take yuu i n t o  m y  con
fidence, "  I said, finding her  a lone over 
her m idday breakfast. 

" Th a t  i s  odd." she repl ied . " I  
t h nugh t you h ad no con lidcnn: i n t i l l' . " 

' ' Personally,  I am a fraid o f  you. "  1 
sa i d. i n  the foolish h ope t h at Hattery 
m i g h t  am e l i ora te l l l'r att itude. " And i n  
t h e  present case, l am a fra id  for :m
ot her." 

' '  Do you represent the e l i g i b l e  young 
\\·omen of H ibiscus ? "  sh e i nqu i rt:d . " 1  
understand, o f  course, t hat i t  is  about 
young ( > scar. I hl'l i e\'C th en· :me a 
round hundred young \Hlmen each t h i nk
ing he ought to marry her." 

• · T here i s  o n e  \\·h om he ough t to 
m;Ery. f rc•,;pondec\  \\· i t i l  p roper em-
p!J:t:; i :'. 

She pondered this ;.;ent ly . Then she 
said : ' · I s  i t  possible that I am not the 
one � I )o I understand that you are �o 
unga l l ant ? "  

' · That i,., my mtan i n ,::; ."  I said. ga in ing 
courar;c. " You sec, his father h as h opes 
of h i 1;; _ The bw;i ness here cal ls  for care
fu l management .  The young m a n  i s  very 
1n·alt l l\· . . He is to be pract i cal l y the king 
of all  .t hese i s lamls. You see t h e  point,  
o f  course ? " 

'' I sec but one po i n t . " she repl ied. 
" li e is cl ist inctlv \\'Orth nw \\·h i le . ' '  

" \'on intend to marry h im ) " I asked 
blun t l y. 

" I intend that he sha l l  marry me," 
sl:c said. sti l l  gently. 

l l e it ,  a f t er a fruitl ess errand. fee l ing,  
i ndeed . t h at 1 h ad mysel f brought mat
t ers to a crisis. 

I n  m y  anxiety, the f o l lo\ving clays T 
\\·ent o ften into the presence of the s ilent 
p h ilosopher. Day a fter day h is heavy
] i ddecl eyes gaze<l at me. deliwred no 
message. and closed aga i n . I \\·as left t o  
fi ght t h e  battle a l one. 

L But th ere h; a dest iny above a l l  speech 
and in t r igm· .  That dest iny brought about 

th e grGlt w up d '/tat o f  which I spoke 
�it fi rst .  Listen, and hear the story of 
the end of H ibiscus. 

l V .  

0 '\ J·: clay, when l h a d  gi,·en u p  hope. 
an d the moth ers rev i l ed m e  because t h e  
h c· i r  \\·as going to marry a w h i t e  woman 

from nu\l·hcre. l eav i ng the beauties of t lw 
k i n gdom to furbish their coquetries fur 
ks;;cr game, a schooner hauled her 'Yin.\ 
< l iT t h e  h arbor and a man came ashorL·. 
H e  V<<b a straight fellow, very qu iet , but 
of a determined and astute air .  

\\'k1 t  he came for I could not discern. 
u n t i l  C o l onel Tull iv·er, the head of the 
n:g i mcnt that defended the flag ancl treas
ury o f  !-I ibiscus. sough t  me out and told 
mc t ha t  this  J ames Smith de,.; ired to take 
:-;(_' r\ - i t_T \\' i th u�. 

" H e':;  a useful �ort of chap, "  said the 
culoncl,  \Y a ggi ng his head. " And if tlll' 
FH·nch tal�e a not ion to turn this is l and 
U\cr \ u  some o f  t h e i r  freebooters to p l un
dn. \\ e ' l l  need men o f  h i s  blood. H e ' l l 

1 Je wort It the nHmey. "  
" \\'h a t  do you kno\\' o f  h im ? " I de

manded.  
T l ; c· colonel  w i nked. 
' · . \ s much as any one knows o f  anv 

unc on this i sland. or need know," he an 
s\\·vrl· d .  " \\-hat docs it matter \Yhy he 
conws here ? " 

" H e doe,on ' t l ook l ike that  sort," ex-
post u L: t ecl .  " li e  seems t o  have some 
defi n ite  purpose. " 

" So have \\·e a l l . "  "·as the retort. 
" O n ] \· \\·e don't al l talk about i t . "  

" �e it her does h e," I s a i d  warm l y . 
" 1  can guess." said t h e  < 'u lonel . ti l l 

i n g h i ,; g lass. " f t',; the \\·oman that has 
young Oscar's  ear that  h e  i s  a fter, if [ 
don't mistake." 

I did not d isplay my rel ief .  In fact, 
I mack some l i tt l e  d ifficu l t y about put
t ing the J am es Smith on t h e  pay-ro l l ,  
eager a s  I w a s  t o  of1set t h e  woman's in
fluenn· .  But. o f  course. I acquiesced. 

1 su,;pected that I had made a great 
stroke o f  pol icy \\·hen, t wo days a fter
ward . the h ei r  i n formed me that he wa� 
to be married to :\I iss Reyno l ds the next 

" I th ink I \·e made a good match 
there." h e  enlarged on his h opes . " Sh e' l l  
make this  town sit  up,  a l l  r ight .  Give 
me dash and beauty ."  
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" \Vhat  wil l  your father say ? " I de-

m anded. 
" N o th ing-as usual ," h e  answered 

fl i ppantly.  
" Y ou'IJ  have to tel l him," I said.  " I 

\l"llll' t . "  
" That' l l  be  all  r ight , "  h e  replied 

ea:; iiy.  " Laura w i l l  see him to-mor-
row." 

1 took it  as an idle  1·aunt.  But my 
surprise was great. t h e  next morning,  tu 
find l\l iss 1Z eyno lds and t h e  king\ son 
close IJehiml me wh en r app roach ed the 
open grove where the S i lent K i ng held 
his  court . I was gla d  to Sl'L' t ha t the 
young man was h esitan t .  I ! e  used much 
strong l anguage u f  an id le kind, ami be
rated his luck. 

" You can go ti rst . ' '  f in furmed them. 
" ( ;oud ne1Ys before l msim·,;s. I shal l 
1vait . ' '  

l stepp ed aside, and tiH:y pa ,,t>d me. 
I sh a l l  a lways rell1ember t h e  aspect of 
their hacks : t h L· young man' s  narrow. 
shoulders work ing IYi t h  irritat ion. ancl 
t h e  young \YOlnan's  square< ! h au.:.;h t i l y . 
inclifferently. 

They came before t h ::n motionle,.;s. 
h uge form. and the son fidgeted 1vh i h:  
the  \YO!lElll  stan:d-as I cuulcl see from 
when: l stoud -- insolL·nt l y  inlu t h e• in 
scrutable eye,.; of t h e  k i ng. 

" \V e  came here on a p l easant errand. ' '  
she s : l i d  in h e r  h igh. clear vuire.  ' ' \\'e 
came to ask your  l l l e,;sing. "-e are guing 
to be married." 

I \Yai t ed for the re,;ponsc. 1 t h i nk ,,.,� 
a l l  wai ted, even t i le  \vuman. sp i l L' of her 
h i g h  demeanor. 

As 1\'e stood t h ere t h e  boom or t h e  clis
L \ I l t  surf n>>'e i n  mv ears . I h eard t h e  
sound of �� \\'oman's

. 
laugh t er. .\ snatch 

o f  Hm g dri fted i n  t l i n >ugh t l ll' palnb. 
As the frun cls mm·ecl i n  the l ight 11· i ml .  
a ray o f  sunlight st ruck clo1vn a<T<bS t h e  
rough visage of the king. and l igh ted for 
one i w;tant  a fi re in h i s  eves. The fron d 
s1van:d back and t h e  gle:1m d ied . Thc1 t  
was

· 
a l l .  T h e r e  11·as . n o  mJnl else. n o  

response t o  t h i s  insolence-only < l c·nrc. 
I sh al l  never forget the 1\ <lll L l l \  � t s  ,.;he 

stoocl t h ere, challenging t h i s un.>pcaking 
being that  ruled us a l l .  1v lwsc presence 
a lone h acl been our !all' for vcars. ,,·hose 
Sl·re n i t v  h e l d  the content Z1f al l p h i l 
osophy. Sh e 1vas superb. E n:n i n  her 
rl'lrcat she 1vas defiant . She p icked up 

h e r  skirts as sh e  ldt, and refused to look 
back. 

At the turn of the p ath the heir twist
ed his face over his shoulder t o  catch a 
g l impse of t h e  i n scrutable author of his 
being ; hut the woman passed on, head 
h i gh , d isclainful,  coniiclcnt. 

v. 
TJL\ T  n ight I cal led upon iii iss Rey

nolds a t  h er home up t he Prospect.  
fuund h er and the king' s son fin ishing 
t h eir  d i nner nn t h e  p i azza of the p l ace .  
Th ey rccei 1·ed m e  cordially, as one s t i l l  
1 1  u r t h  cul ti1·at ing, though beaten. 

" H ave sume pear salad," sh e said hos
p itab ly . " l t  \Yi l l  cool you orr. Prime 
ministers sh ou l d  never get too warm. 
I t ' s  not guod for diplumacy. "  

" I ' m n o t  h ere o n  a d iplomatic mis
,; iun," I exp b i ncd . " l t \voul d  be h ard 
to sa\· IY h v  I am in your house. But 1 
t h ink

. 
t h is

. 
is the t im

-
e fur frank sp eak 

i ng . l h a\'C nut approved o f  this match ; 
but t h a t  is past and gone. I only wished 
t o  knm1· 1vh at you intend<:d to tlu a f ter 
l l 1 c  1 narriage." 

I l ooked a t  the heir. He t w i sted in h i s  
sc·at  and smi l e d  i rritably a t  t h e  woman. 
She returned his smil e very calmlv. 
Then she said : " Th a t  is very fair �f 
)'< >l!. l suppu,.;e you want tu know 
I\ i l e: her you w i l l  he left  in charge of 
matters, as you h ave been ." 

" Th e  k ing b s t i l l  al ive ." I suggested. 
" Do yo u  come frum h i m ? " she in

qui red. 

" I do." I �mswePed boldly. " In fact, 
yuu see t h at after the marriage I shall 
han· t o  clsk h i m  what al lowance I may 
make you :md 11·hat I sh al l do.  He may 
dcterminc t h a t  you are to l eave the is
land. " 

I cannot iust i fv mv a t titude o therwise 
t h a n by say i;1g th ;1 t  r

"
h acl decided to t ake 

matters into my Oll· n hand.  H ere destiny 
steps i n .  

T h e  \H>r:ls were scarcely out o f  mv 
mnu t h \\'hen J ames Sm ith st epped a eros

.
,.; 

t h e  l igh t ed piazza. 
" And hne am J ," he sai cl qu i et ly. " I 

m w;t be cuun ted i n . "  
\\'e stared at h im ,  a l l  of u s .  H e  

returned t h e  stare. T h e n  h e  sp oke t <) 
t h e  woman. 

" Laura," he s:1 i cl, " th i s  farce must 
encl . "  
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,\mazed as I \\·a� at the i ; l lrw;ion, I 
sa,,. the admiration i n  h er l·yes \\·hen she 
turnecl to h im. 

" \Vhat farce ? " ,;he demanded. 
" ' fh i,; farce," he ansiYered. " You 

kno"· vou love me." 
1 t  ��·as astounding, the assurance o f  

h is manner. l fel t  th at h e  spoke with 
the knowledge o f  years. ;\nd my sem;es 
could not decei1·e me as to h er heart.  

She responded to  h i s tone 11· i t h  a tlu�h
the first, I s\Year, 1 had en:r seen on h er 
creamy cheeks. But she turned from 
h im to the king's son. 

l f ever a man h ad a ch::�m·c t" proYe 
h im self.  he lwei .  But he fumhh:d wi th 
his  cuffs and stammered someth ing about 
" impudence. "  L nder her gaze, I 
though t fur one mon1ent that  he ,,·ould 
find h i s  manhood. I tell you. he had h b  
chance. O n e  word o f  defi ::�nce, one move
m ent tn �bsert his rights, one generous 
impulse to strike for h is own soul and 
the "·oman he had sworn to Inn: and 
cherish, 1roulcl have saved him. But he 
stammered weak! y. 

S lowly the woman's r ich  eyes turned 
k1ck to the man who h ad sp ok en so 
bol dly. l sec h im yet, dc�t iny i ncarnate, 
the 1-ery magnet of  her passion, master 
o f  her soul � 

And then. in that tense moment , there 
11·as a shutll ing sound on the steps, as i f  
a h eavy. umrieldv mass \Ycre being sl011·
lv mo�··ed tm1·arZl the lig:1ted r i � cle on 
the  p i azza . 1 turned. \Ye

' 
a l l  turned, and 

sa11·-the k i ng �  
I T c  cam e up wi th ::1 Yast hcan that 

�lwuk the house. H i s  tremendous l i mbs 
seemed ton great for the frail pl anb . 
H is huge bocly loomed through tl1e 
shado'r.  The noise cea�cd. He had 
come t < l  a p:n1�c. h is great eyes fixed 
upon us--up on the scene . upon its ac tors, 
upon h is son. 

I n  that p nrtentom; si lence the h istory 
p f  I I  ihiscus 11·as macle ancl Ji ni,.:hed. 
L; nder those silcm eyes \\·e p l ayed our 
parts to the end. 

The \\·oman 1ras the first to recover 
hersel f. She h a l f  rose. and bowed. 

" H ere is the k ing, " she said gently. 
The l� ing's son t\\· istecl in hi s chair 

and �tared . l ike  one stri •:ken 11· i t h  ter
ror, up on th i s app arit i un . J ame� Smith 
l ooked a l so. but distrait ::�nd 11· i thout sign 
of recogn ition. 

1 0  c 

" l came for vou, Laura,"  he said 
tensely. " You'n: [l l ayed me long enough. 
\'  ou 11·ant po11·er and money and posit ion . 
B u t  you lo 1·e me. You ncecl me." 

O nce more she turned to the other. t < l  
her betrothed. I cou ld sec that  she h oped 
he 11·oul rl sa\'e her from herse l f ; sho11· a 
val iancy that wou ld he lp her word of 
honor, a n d  assure to her 1Yh�1t she lwd 
sn shrewd l y i ntrigued to at ta in . But 
the heir 11·as under the spe l l  of the cold 
eyes o f  the S i lent  Presence. 

1 11·ould have leaped to sa1·c that wom
an for myself.  She was magn ificent. 
But D estiny ! \Ve all cry out th at name. 
1 t made me bank-clerk, instead of the 
prime m inister of a king ! Destiny held 
h im in thra l l ,  and the eves of the \Yoman 
turned away from him, -irren>eablv, l eaY
i ng nothing to him but memory: She 
looked into the face of the man, ancl her  
heart ran out  to  h i m  in a great ftooc1 .  

" I don't care " -she SIYepl h er h an d  
::�round superb! y - " for all  this. I ' l l  
marrv vou." 

1 1  Z· ,:ecein-cl h er surrender gallantly. 
" \"ou sha l l  han al l this,  too." h e  said.  

" .I am strong en<ll!gh to take it ." 
l looked to the king as to  a shrine,  

confident th at at last the t ime had come 
for the word that was to hreok the si
l �nce o f  the ycars and gi,·c us th e  a n 
S\I·cr to our qucstiun : \Yhat do you makG 
(I r i t  al l ? 

I n  fact, 11·e a l l  l ooked-son , pr ime m in 
ist er. woman, IoYer : a n d  11·e sa11·. a l l  o f  
Wi. the  ansll'l"r t o  the ,,·nrld·old" query. 
The he:11·y- l  i cldccl eyes \\' l"l'l' open upon 
u".  Their message 11·as dear. The year,; 
" l 'okc . Frmn t ha t huge, s i lent figure 
Jl o\Yed the nlt imate doom of Hibiscus, o f  
the IYeakl i ng. o f  th e prime min ister. 

,\ ncl J ames Smith reached across the 
gulf :mel took the ,,·oman-took her 11· i th 
a l l  her beauty. hc>r passionat e h eart , her 
po11·cr for good an.! for evi l t o  h imse l f  
�•ml th e  1\·urlcl : took her from t h e  feeble, 
the inert-�mcl w ith her, H ibiscus. 

Thus I am become a hank-rlerk. \Vh a t 
( l i(1 the king 'ay ? He said noth in g . 
Kot a \\ ord from out th::�t  s i lence r; f 
years. H e  h arl seen. Aml from the si
l ence of  th at long rum i nation he  passed 
into that fi nal s ih:nce. lc:1 v ing 1 1  ihi scus, 
lea1· ing his son. me. l i fe itself .  S t ranae 
message �  U lt imate solut ion o f  t he \Yh <;le 
matter-to see ami to be si lent ! 
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T H E  ::11 .\�!J L: ER.\I >E .  
E tPok th e hawbges c:trc

fu l i l· from m v  ehe�t and 
ann: The II'Ot;mL, tlwu;;l1 
t h ey ll'en: hcginuing l<>  
heal \\'el l .  sti l l  p resented a 
t LTr ih le ap pearanCL' . T h e  

gendarme 's h eavy sabe r h ad a l l  Lut sn· · 
erL·cl shoulder and anne i'rolll t h e t run k .  
l'\ d: russov smi l ed at  m e  kindly. 

" Th at doesn' t  look : 1s if you cou l d  
Lear h ardsh ips f o r  a ll'h i le yet. ' '  

" I llllbt : " I c r ied . " There i s  nu 
ot h cr \l' �n· .

. 
, 

His  eyes grc\\' seri nus aga in . 
" There is an other 11·a 1·. I l i d  you not 

\'<mrsel f sav the ot her <iav that I owed )·ou and O i ga reparati o n ?
. 

So l et it  be. 
Let me clo your \\'ork u n t i l  \'OU h an: the 
strength to ·t ake it u p  again .·" 

H e  l e f t  me, Lut en:n on t h e  n e x t  day 
came back. 

" l\1 v informants h ave returned. She 
is in n�ne o f  the nearer settlement'<  \\'c 
must go farther afield."  

" Is  there no \\'ay of finding out  
t hrough official sources ? "  

" N one. To ask 1\'ou l d he to destroy 
her. All the more l iheral otllcials h m·e 
been removed. I f  1\T \\'ere to inquire, 
O l ga would at once be transferred into 
some ll'holly barbarous camp o f  th e ex
treme north ; or. IYhat is  wor:iL'. to the 
Tartar ancl I\ [ oslem south .  No. "·c 
must use our own e ffort� .  .\ nd I have 
clone "·h a t  ha� n e1·er been done be fore . 
I have sent out a l l  m 1· men . Thev w i l l 
do thei r  best .  Derza�·i n i �  i n  the. lead. 
and mv rebu ke has n·dou h l cd h i �  zea l . "  

I b;wecl nw head . \\'hat e b e  cou l d 
I clo but assci1 t ? A n d  I con fe" that I 

11·a,;  ;.;a i nin;:; a sense o f  t h i ,;  ,;trangc ma n ',; 
stn:1 ;gth �;nd w isdom . I I e s;t do11 n 
oppooc. i t L' me. as he had done on t h e  da\· 
be forL· . 

· 

" [ h:n·e deserHcl some l i t t l e  rest ," h e  
saicl .  I ight i ng a cigarette, " and m.: IYC!'Lc 
i nterrup ted in th e middle o f  our ston·. 
You remember th at . IYh i l c  a ;; rcat l > lo�r 
for frcc·dom was to he struck,  the  rest 
of the comrades went,  as a hi in d. to a 
masquerade. Ah, that masquerade ' I t  
w�1s t h e  maclclest, merriest. most tragical 
th ing that I h ave cnr seen.  \\ 'c  J a u  . .  ·hed 
and ' d ran k \Y i t h  a wild abandon. �\nd 
if you h a d  torn the m ask .; from the faces 
of the men and 1vomen. nm IH>u ld have 
seen pale cheeks and clr:i11·n mouth s and 
eyes u nnatura l h· hright--IY ith tL·an;.  

" \Vc assembled in a pu b l ic  h a l l�- the 
hall  o f  a n i n n-and danced and lau ghed 
under t ill' br i l l i ant gasl ights .  Th ere. you 
cou l d kn·e seen m ask,; of �1 1 1  ages and 
countries .  :l 1 ld mask,; o f t h e  hL':t sb n f  t he 
fi eld. A n d  the wine fl01n·d l i ke \Ya t er.  
e,;pcc ia i J :.· as t h e  hour  ap1 •ro:wlll'd i n  
11·h ich \Y<: k n c\Y our hran· C< J l l l rade� tn 
he go ing t o  t heir  glory and to th e ir cer
tain death .  But. maddest of �1 I l . l au l.(h e d  
;md drank a c e r t a i n  :·d im g i r l .  IY i lO, 

11·as 
t h e  bet rot h e d  of one o f  t h e  t \\'O com
rades 1vlw had drawn the fat�! l lots .  
\'ou th i n k that,  in common dcc<'J tcv.  she 
m ight haw stayed a 1Yay [rom t h at· wild 
and clc,;pcrate re':el ? ); ot so. Sh e was 
known t o  he h i ,; betrothed.  ;md i t  was 
cspec i a l h· necessary for h n  to d :mu·. as 
i t  1\Tre. he,;i<Je his open gran·. F n·n ,;n 
she 11·a,; t aken a nrl to rt u red : hut. l i k e  
a bran· � i stcr o f  the Cause. -.;h e  su ffned 
and h l' ld  her peace. 

" ( l u r  ren�( .:,;rei\' and .l!;rt'IY i n aban
don.  The hou r of the deed was past.  
:\ 11· h ik  l on .t;cT and \H' t hough t t h a t  we 

* This story began in THE SCRAP BooK-Second Section-for September, 1 908. 
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coultl return and gi,·e our,;c lvc ' to our 
surrow in the quietude of our homes. 
And then there came to our notice a 
t h i n g  that froze our blood. Admission 
had been by ticket, and \YC knew the 
e xact numb�r o f  t ickets that h ad been 
issued ; \Ye knew exactly who was there. 
1\ las : we th ought \Ye had guarded our
seh·es so careful l y .  But here and t here 
in the gaudy thrZmg appeared a masked 
figu re that  \\·e could not account for-a 
fi gure with unknown voice and "trange 
gestures. These fi gures \Yere all those 
of men. They danced ancl sang and 
drank w ith the maddest of w;. nor did 
w e  dare betray our fears. 

" L'nclerwoocl hac\ not iced it, too. H e  
wore t h e  costume o f  an American I n
dian ancl a reel ma".k on:r b i,; face. He 
came to m e  and w hispered : 

" ' There are ten strangers in the 
room : \\"e arc  betrayed. '  

" I nodded, a n d  
·
laughed boisterously, 

for one of the strange m ash was behind 
us. Then I whispered back : 

" ' Try to escape \Yith Olga.  S h e  
isn't w e l l  enough to  bear arrest . '  

" H e went, b u t  in a few m i nutes agai n  
m an aged to speak to me : 

" ' Th e  doors arc barr e d . '  
" 1\I orc a n d  m o r e  strange masks ap

peared from the inner chambers of the 
inn, u n t i l  th ey outnumbered the men 
"·h o \Ycre our com rade,.; . T h e  hour 
grew late, the gas flared ; our laughter 
shrieked w ith a note of agony in it
you would h ave thought your�e l f  i n  a 
v lace of lost souls. Cradually the 
strangers managed to �urround us. 
T hcv came c l usc·r an d closer ; a u d  we, 
i n  o�u· gaudy costumes, stuud h udd led i n  
a l i t t le  group in t h e  middle o f  t h e  h a l l .  

l'rctensc \Yas dru i ' l 'e ' l .  The st rangers 
drew in upon lh, a ncl t !H:rc fell a si
lence, sudden and terrib le . At the same 
moment the strangers thre\Y from their 
shoulders the cr i mson dom i n oes that  
most u f  them \Yo n: . and cast as ide their 
masks. \\�e stood < JU i t e  s t i l l ,  .surrounded 
h1· the otlicer,.; of the C zar. 

· " Th e  gendarmes drL'\1" sabers and re
voh·cn•.  Resbtancc \Y as utterly w.;elcss. 
But, mark vou--thev d i d  not arrest u s  
;1 1 I ,  nor d i e( t l l c v  ch:lOS<' f ro m  among us 
\ 1  i t h  any seem in� �ystem . They took ten 
men and tt:n ,,· u m e 1 1 .  The re,.;t of us 
\\ < 'rL� ldt free to betray uur,.;clves fur-

ther, and hv our !ins t o  hctrav all the 
comrades. 

·
They tore from us l:loak and 

mask. They dro1·e us out into the n ight.  
1.! nclcnyood, \vho was not arrestee!, 
fought with llis bare llands l ike a mad
man. H e  was beaten into insen:; ibil ity, 
ancl another comrade and I bore h im to 
h i s  h ome, where his  l i t t l e  child was cry
ing i n  vai n  for the mother who lay i n  
some prison-chamber of the Kreml in . " 

N ckrussov rose and walked up and 
do\Yn the room a few t i me�. Then he 
resumed his  scat. But, from this point 
on, his  voice was tense \Yith great though 
SUJ 'pressed emotion. 

" \' cs ; Olga Fcoclorovna \Yas in prison. 
Heaven knows, i t  struck me to the h e art, 
but I p i t ied Underwood as I haw rarely 
p i t ied a man. Our t\Y O comrades h ac\ 
done the deed, ancl had met their death.  
But  their  success h ad infuriated the au
tlwrities, ancl we knew that it would go 
h ard with the pri soners. Underwood 
\Yandered about among us in that macl
dCi t ing helplessness of which you must 
kno\\" something.  For a t i me \\"e thought 
that h e  \Yould l ose It i s  reason. 

" I  see h im � t i l l  at the court-mart ial  
bl'forc \Yh id1 t h e  prisoners were tried. 
l Ic and I had gained entrance. The 
trial  was a farce. The evidence o f  com
p licity in the deed that  ha' l  been com 
mitted \Yas \H>rthless, hu t the  prisoner:i
mcn and \Yomen-\Yerc condem ned to 
dL·at h .  ,\ nd, as i f  to i ncrease t h e  torture 
o f  soul and body, the ewcution o f  the 
scntc :H·e  11·a ,; de ferred for t ,,·cnty clavs. 
Ah, I sec s t i l l  the gl i tteri ng ,;tars a;1 d  
orders u p o n  the breasts o f  the j mlges ; I 
sec s t i l l  the lmwe and \YO!Hkrful smile 
w i t h  w h ic·h O l ga Feodoru nta looked at 
he r hu,;l >and \Yhen the death sentence 
\Yas read, and I see h im-a strong man 
- fa l l  insensible upon t h e  floor o f  that  
ch amber o f  terrors. 

" ,\gain I look h im tu h i ,; home. and 
anothn comrade and I determined to 
remain ,,· ith him those t\Ycnt\· davs, l est 
be be tempted, as \Ye ktH' \\" he

. 
m i "ht ,,·el l  

he,  to take h i ,; O\Yn l i fe . But \�Ju may 
imag ine our su rprise 1vhcn I 

·
t e l l  vo�1 

that he bet raved no violence of em ot ion 
but \YC l l l  al;ou t with a brooding l ook 
upon h i s  face that gave p lace at t i me,; 
to a l ook of cra ft. He assured us who 
watched h i m  that  there was no need for 
uur const;mt presence, that h e  could bear 
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h i s  sufferin g better \Yit lwut ,,· i t n<>·SC'. 

I \\'as re l ieved, for, in truth ,  oth,·r d u t i L·s 
cal led me. }\ [ ,- fath er \\'as i l l  on h is 
estates, ant !  I \Yent to h im .  And T ��·�1' 

glad not to be in :\ I osco\\· at the t i m e: o f  
the execution of th at i ntolcrabl c  sentc•;l Cc .  

" I \Yent, count ing i n  my heart  th;,: 
day,; until  the awfu l  clay on ,,- h ich ( l l ga 
\YOtdd han� to c l ic .  And i n  thwc , L\y,; 
came upon me that calm clc,;pnatcn;:c.;s 
1vhich h as made it p oss i h k  for 111<: tu be 
o f  some use to the Cause. A fter such 
a n  e�;per ience you can unrlerstaml th at 
one doesn 't p lace any ext rao rd inary 
value upon one's O\\·n l ife ." 

" I h ave heard ." I sa id. " t h at vou 
h ave h ad experiences en�n more a\Y f{d . "  

H e  gre w pa l e, and h t: l cl u p  h i s  kmd 
as i f  he had been struck. 

" Let us not speak of th em . my friend. 
Those other experiences are too near.  

The story that I am te l l in g you has 
\Yithdra1vn into the pain les,; d re�un land 
o f  t he past. So, to ret urn to it--

" Three davs after I had left :\ ! o,ccow, 
and eight cla)·s after the passing of t h e  
sentence, disquiet ing letters from com
raclcs came to me. O ne comrade after 
another wa5 being arrested i n  every por
tion of the countn·. The g01·ernmcnt 
p i cked out with dead l y certa i nty al l  
those concerned m t h e  re,·ol ut ionary 
movement-men and \Yom cn upon whom 
u nt i l now no breath o f  susp ic ion had 
fal len. 

" Courts-mart ial  \H' I'l' held from one 
end of Russia to another. ami a l l  the 
arrested comrades 1verc condemned to 
death.  E ac h  day brough t ne\\'S m ore 
fateful .  The gal lows were glutted ; th� 
s\vorcls of the executioners knew no nost ; 
the roads to S iber ia \Yere popu \nus w i th 
an armv of e x i les.  The revol ut i on was 
stampecl out 1v ith a feroci ous energy, 
\\· i t h  cruel vengeance. 

" I hel d my breath . knowing that upon 
me. too. t h e  blow wou ld fa l l . It did. 
In the gray o f  earl y morning the officers 
of the Czar came [ln d  t ook me w i th them. 
1\f y  father lay dying, bu t they wou l d  not 
]et me bid h im fa i'L' \I' e l J .  [ was taken ( l l  
l\Ioscow and thrmn1 i nto a pr ism1 th� tt  
on�rflowecl with our comrcHlL·s.  \\' c 
1vere asked no quest i ons : \Ye \l'l�re not 
tortured, as w as the custom. t o  bet ray 
our friends. The gon�rnment scL'lllL' < l 
s11 del en!\· omniscient.  X n one < ·nul <1 l >c· 

h idden : n < >  one '"a" spared. [ t 11 �h 
sl au;.;l ncr , g r i m  and fearfu l .  and e x i le at  
h �ud l abor for t h e  l ucky ones. 

' ' You klw1\· th at 11·e in t l t e  !Zu,;,; i �t l l  
p risons manage t o  commtl l l i cate 1r i th t l t c  
outs ide \Yorld in various ,,·ays, t h a t  a 
rcgu l a r systL'I11 of i n format iun-a c h a i n  
o f  fa i th fu l comrades-was in u . .;c en� 1 1  

i n  t h e:  years o f  wh ich I speak . Tlnt c; ,  
w e  \Yho lay in p rison kne11· of the fate 
o f  those: 11·ho were s t i l l  1v i t lwut. and 
were abo told o f  the happenings i n  other 
pri ;;ons . 

" The day approached on "·lt idt () l ga 
Feodorovna was to mect her fate . 
spent i t  in an ago ny of ,; i l ent grief. 
cou l d  not bear tu t h i nk of t h a t  dcar face 

d istorted in the h orror o f  a felon's 
death-" 

Nd:russo\· hwkc off H1dd� n l \'. l i e 
rm;e and went to the \Y i ml u 11 , 'l·,eaking 

to Ilk' from thcre \Y i th fan� an·rted and 
i n  � \  ] o,,-, steadv vo ice . 

" ,\ t  the cn�l of that  da.,· came t h e  
ne\\'S t ha t  a l l  the <·om r:u lL'' . �1 rrestccl �1t 
the masquerade ltad been e \('Ult •.·d e xcept 
< .' i ll'. That one \\'as ( ) ! g.L I cou l d  
h a\·e w e p t  \\' ith j oy. but t ha t  a ,;uspiciou. 
fearful beyond l>el ief, rr<:pt into my 
soul . In t ruth ,  1rhcn I re,· ie\\Td a l l  
t h a t  had h appened recl' J t l l y, i t  "L'L'tnL·cl t o  
me t kt t  I h a d  hcen ] , l i nd i n d <.:L't l .  I t  
slw u l d  not ha1·e needed the  e \ L'lnptiun 
of ( > l ga Feodoron1a from t l te  l ot of 
h er Ci lmrade.; to teach me t i le t ru t h  that 
we h a d  bccn betraved b1· a slE\I'l:r uf our 
i nmost secrets, by . a kc�·pcr of our l i sts, 
by a guard i a n  of our hope,;. \\' h y  d i d  
\Ye t ru st the stranger ? 1 [ e \\'as a man 
of h o nor : he was the h usband o f  ( ) J ga 
Feodoronw. I I e had bctran·d u s  under 
unw'tEd stress. i t  is  t rue, hut that \Yas an 
empt y  e xcuse. Through his disclosures 
t hree thousand com rades died : e i • ··h tecn 
thousand \Ycre sent to the S i Lcrian 1� ines : 
the revo l u t ion \\':IS cr i pp led for fi fteen 
vears. The flm1-cr of the Hlnth of a 
iand 11·as �acr i ficecl h\' the tra(t ( ! r--- to one 
l i fe ." 

. 

� ekrt1SSPY tumed to me ,;ucldcn l v. 
" Are you ,;urpri,;ed that yuur 

·
name· 

is a hnYor<l. that men star;ger at i t s  
sound ? I n  ten thousand fam i 1 ics o\·cr 
the length a n d  breadth of Ru,;,;ia it is 
the 1 1 �1111c o f- T  uda,; � " 

I ho\\'e<l m ;, h ead be fore the awful
nc·,;,; u r  the th ings l'l� l·ealed  to me. 
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" Th e  susp ic i on, " N ckrm,sov umt i n 

u ecl, " did not rema i n  a su .-;p ic i un long. 
Definite news came t o  t h i ,; cffcct-that 
the government had ,;ent hal r a rc;.( imcn t  
o f  troop,; to escort t: nd<.:nl·tl < H l  and h i s  
w i fe and chihl across t h e  frontier i nto 
Prussia .  They paraded t h e  traitor be
fore Europe . They tried t o  make it <�p
pear that our rank,; \ITlT d iYided. that 
we were o f  the l ineage t , i  h i m  11· lw l le
trayed his Lord. ( )  lga Feodoru\' 1\a 1\' as 
carri ed across the countrv in � \  1 itt  cr. 
Paraln;i s  hat\ struck her.  • \\'h t: t h er ,;he 
ever iearned t h e  price at 11· h i c h  l H.:r  life 
had been bough t - t ha t  \IT du not know, 
aml arc glad not to kno\1'. < > ften in 
the darkness of the n i ght,  t o  t h i ;; day, 
I wondn \\'hethcr the paralytic blow 
h acl not struck her when shL� learned 
what her hwilxmcl hac\ done. . , 

O nce more N ekrussov ceased and fel l 
i nto deep t hought ,  from 1vh ic h  he seemed 
to rouse• h i mse l f  \l' i th  tl i lllcultv. 

" Sh e  d ied a t  B e r l i n  tml n; tmths a fter 
her l ihc·rat ion . Un denn H >d and t h e  
c h i l d  d i o;appearecl. That i s  tbc sttny of 
your uncle's  l i fe .  The l atter part of 
i t .  with  t h e  11 \'\\' .-; of  the death o f  ( l lga 
Feocloron1�t. \\'as  brough t to m e  many 
months after  i t  h ad taken place,  a t  
Akatui , "·here f o r  n ine years I \l'orkcd 
in th e m i nes. Ancl yet, I ;o:upr)()se, the 
Lu-d1 o f  t i l L' d r i 1·er in  :-i i bn ia \\'cl:i not so 
terr ib l e a,; the lash of conscience in t h e  
sou l of An thony Unden\'oocl ." 

} f C ceJscd speak i ng, I Jut ]w h el d  nut 
told l 1 1 L' a l l .  

" \'our st"ry i s  i ncomp l ete," I n icd. 
" \ 1 1\l han· not n:t told me of mv uncl e ' s  
dca i l l .  Yon ccu;not l ean: me i n  �la rkm:ss 
as to t h a t . "  

" il eavens : I sn't  that clear ? "  
" :.: "t  ' [ ll i t e. " r i n ,; istcd. 
" \'nv ll'l' l l .  then. l told vou t h a t  

t h e rcnr
.
l u L ion \\'as stamped o u t  for about 

fi i'tc'L'!l :• ''�l rs. Then a ne\1' grn nat ion 
b;.Hl  ( ' ( ) ! rlc t n  it:-; < n\·n. a nc\\. g�._·ncr� �t inn· 
felt t h e  b ( ) nd,; o r  sc:n· i t udc l': t t i n ;.:, i nto 
i t s  ilesh. and some of 1h u l c lcr o m·s who 
h ad n ' t  < l i c·d of the ,;cnrvv, �'n d  wh o 
h ad t t ' t bt't ' l l  starwd or hc�1tc· ; 1  .to c lcat h,  
came ba,·:, from t· .\ i lc. S l t m l \· the 11·ork 
Wc1..; reorc;�; n i zed : it grt:\Y in ;.; trt.•n:.;th . I 
l l l'l'< l t w t  l l' l l  \' < I l l  1\'ktt  it h : c :<  � ,ch ic:n·cl . 
I t  is truc: t h ctt our Par l i :< :nent  io; dis
sohTd tu- cbv ; th�1t i h  lc c i ckrs  h cln: been 
houncl cd ; th

.
at some, martyr:< tu t h e  C ause, 

h an: been fou l l y  munlcrcd. But our 
ga i ns stand. �Y�JU know that  men o f  
the h ighest classes - m e n  1 ike Prince 
U nl:'su1·-have jo in ed us i n  the sp iri t  o f  
our endeavors, and that  t h i s  spirit  \l· i l l  
n o t  die.  

" Hut \l'e did not knmv a l l  that a t  the 
heg i t n t ing o f  the new t ime ; w e  d i d  not 
dream t h at the long years of d i scourage
ment \Yuu l d  so ,;uon l le fol l owed hy par
t i a l  1· i ctory. And sonw of the younge r  
a nd more ardent sp irits , remembering 
tlw great d e feat  all(] the great treac hery 
that had caused it ,  VO\\·ed that an exam
ple  must he made of a i l  who h a d  ever 
been fa i th l ess to the f'acrcc l Cause. 
These� men were pit i less w ith the p it i 
lessness o f  youth ;  th cy h acl not k n o w n  
( > Iga Feodorovna, they h a d  n u t  known 
t :  udn woud, nor the c i rcumstances that 
--- from a merc i ful point of view-ex
tcmwtecl h is monstrou s crime.  

" A ncl so a court was  organ ized at 
�� cN' ( r \1'. The o lder j udges, l ike Brocl
:.o i i i o;k i  ancl  Asuyk, were overruled.  Four 
men were conclcmn ecl to deat h .  F i rst 
of the four \vas L nd ennHltl.  The l i sts 
of the party were gone through, lots 
liTre cast, and to me w as given thc hon
o ra l r l e  oflice-the lwnorable ofticc, mark 
yuu �-- o f  executing the sentence of t h e  
court .  \\' e l l .  i t  was h a r d .  l pleaded 
f( )]' c.\ em pt iun , but the youn ger men 
p ressed l l ll'. l knell' that the deed woulcl 
i t lel· i ta i > l y  bc done, am! l went.  I went, 
t oo, because l was wca rv o f  l i fe·, and l 
thought that 1 m i gh t cot.m· to the  l aying 
o f  i t  down in t h i s  manner. But i t  
i s  �I l l  o l d story. D e a t h  avo ids them t h a t  
SeL·k i t .  

" [ d id n ' t h c11'C much d i nicu l t y  i n  < l i s 
· · u l·cr i n g  t h e  whLTeahouts o f  

-
1\ nthony 

L : n dennHi d ,  l n  the t] n itecl States i t ' s  
easy to fi n c l  p eop le, because men a r c  not  
accustomed to h ide, and :<n the faci l i t ie,; 
fur c l i sap pearancl' a re few. Hut I saw 
O l ga from afar , and was a l l  hut dis
arnwd. She is  so l ike her  mother-so 
I ike � 

" \-ou can i m ag i ne what  I d i d .  I h ad 
one th..-cl l ing i n  <lueensh an•n. one d wel l
ing in the Y i l lage o n  the I sl e  o f  Pa l m s  
�l l l ll >ng t h e  Bohem i a n  l al lorcrs.  H ence 
\Yhen, on that l ast clay.  I set out from 
Quecnshann. i t  w a s  simp l e enou gh to 
scuttle my boat, do the appo i n ted tleed-
1 entered tluough a wine  low-go to t h e· 
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Y i l l a;.;c. disgu i se myse l f  a,; a l abore r, re 
t u rn  to < "l UCCIISha\·en Oil the fern·. and 
jo in the l' l n lc ! . inc ,;teamer a,; a· deck
i land.  Uh . . t h a t  11·as s i mp l e L'n n u � h .  
l l u t  i t  11·as n u t  ,;o s im p le t n  st r i k L· t i l e  
Ltta\  ! d ow at a n  o l d fr iend-a fri c : t d  . , r  
oth er and o f  bettL· r  yea rs . Y o u  r�I : J l \ o t  
dem·. �\t h:ast , that I took every l l ll'ans 

in {n y  !J OII·er to p re1·ent you a:.Hl  ( l l ga 
from learning the h orrible truth a 1 1 d  
from going to Russia ."  

{ nodded an d held out  my hand.  
IY hich he took anc\ pressed warm l y . 

' · I t  is a strange fate th at has brou g h t  
u s  together here a t  the end o r  t i l e  
IYorl d , " he said ; " a  st ran ge fate. N o 11· , 
i f  l can on l y he l p you to Jind O l ga-our 
( l l ga's  daughter-and p ersuade you t 11·o 
to ;,n to your 0\\' 11 coun t ry and you r O ll' l l  

p Ll�e anc't b e  happ y- i f i can <
.
lo t hat

it 11· i l l  be ,;on1L' collso\cl t inn to one whm<e 
l i fe h as k n O\I'll \'cry l i t t l e  that is  1wt de,;
J > < 'rate and tragic ."  

\\" i t h  that  h e  k f t  m e .  and I f e l l  to  
t h ink i ng o f  t h e  story th at he had t o l d .  
I cou l d  find l i t t le  i n  m v  heart hut  a 
great compassion for n{,· U nc lc .\n
t h o l l \'. N o  Llouht h e h ad died a thou
,;aml

. 
<leaths i n  l i fe.  S mal l IYOnder th a t 

1 had �eemed to sec u p o n  h is dead face 
a I • H>k o f  peace . 1 on l y p rayed t h;1t 
( l l ga might be safe, am\ that , a s  :\' ck
l'lbSOI' said. s h e  would l e t  me t a kl: her 
ht > ;ne.  

gained stren gth hour by hour. :\h 
ldt ann ·woul d  he p crm :ment l y st i th· 1 1cd ; 
h u t  for that 1 did not greatl y  care . i 
w:1s hot to �et out, whereHr t h e  road led, 
to find O lga. 

The opportunity to st art on that jour
m·y· Glme sooner than we expected . ( > n c  
n igh t lh·rzavin came i n  t o  N ek n1 sso\' 
and me, ll'h o \Yere sit t i n g  togeth e r. l i e  
1vas breath less w i t h  eagerness . 

" The Ost iak \Ylw p;m ned 1\1 bs L l l ·  
denl'(lOd's k n i fe came back t o  l'renzlau. 
t lw ( ;erman hroh·r. l'renzlau hl:!d ! J i m  
�1 1 1 t l  ,:ummonecl us. \\'c h a n• the fe l ] m,· . 
hut h e  �duses to speak . H e  p n:t L' l l t b  

t h a t  he doesn ' t ki lo\\· al l\' Rus,;ian.  \ ' o n  
know t h e i r  t a l k ,  l'al'lov ·scrgievit< 'h . "  

N ekrussov and l sprang t o  our fel:t . 
" \\'h ere is the man ') , . 
" ,\t my ho i!SL' ,"  l lt:rz;n· i n rcp l i c• l .  
\Ye \\';l i ked t h rou_gh t l l l'  dark ,;t rcets 

n f  Tohobk. h i_gh in h o p e.' .  Derza1· in ',; 
hotl :'l' 11·a,; 11o t  f:1r. :1 n t l  i : 1  a l i t t le  mum 

at ih r•: : 1 r  1ve fuund t he ( > s t i�1k squ;tt t i u g  
t > ll  t h e  iluor. He was drc,;,;cd i n  h i s  
n:tt il'e garb ; his  brown skin ,,·as t!nnvn 
t i gh t  o1·er h i ,;  h i gh . Tartar cheek!Junes, 
l 1 i s  b la c k  a lmond-shaped cycs gl i t tered 
1\T i n l l y .  N ekrussov spoke to the man 
in  h i s o 11·n barbarous t un guc - spoke 
l ong and i n:; i st en t l y. At l ast, sh ak i n g 
his  head,  he turned to me.  

" Th e  fel l ow l ies. H e  sa1·,; t h at h e  
d i d  nut steal t h e  k n i fe . H e  savs he 
k l l < l l\·s not h ing o f  any 11· h i te  11·oma1; such 
as l desnihed to h im.  H u t  h e  u fiers. 

for a consideration, to lead tb to t h e  
place 11·hcre he found i t .  I [ 11·e could 
ein p l " '. the nwtlwds of t i l t '  goi'L 'rnment, 
ll'l: could t orture him into a cnn fes,; ion.  
But that  11·e cannot clo. So our hc:st 
p l an is to folloll' him and t ak e up the 
trai l  from the spot to ,,·h ich he lc<�cb us." 

" A nd 11· hc·rc i s  t h at sp<>t ? "  I a,;ked.  
" Far to t h e nort h . �l CfO!;S the steppes, 

ncar t he Ol1i lZi1·er ." 

< " l l .\ PT L IZ ..\ 1 \ ' .  
T i l E  1 . .\ \." I J  < I F  :' 1 1 .\ I H)\\" < 

�r H E next dav we spellt iu p repara-
1 tions for our peri lous j ou ruey to 

the uurth .  Strict ,,·at ch IY<h kept 
l l l "' l l  t h e  ( > s t i ak lc�t he escape . \\"e in
tended- X ekrussov, Derza1· in. and 1 -
t n  t rave l o n  horseback, accompanied by 
one of t he "''""len carts common in Rus
S I <! .  T h i s  \\'as tu be clr i l'cn bv a trust v 
scn·aut,  and wa� to contain r�rovision �, 
couking uten s i ls .  and a tent for t h e n i gh t . 
The < l st i�1k 11· ;\S to t ran·l in the cart .  
I l e  p rotes ted to X ek russo\· that  h e  pre
ferred t o  t ro t .  ho ld ing t i l l' mane of  one 
of the horses ; but 1\'� t l l llll l;l lt  i t  bet t er 
t o  h a1·e h i m  s i t  :cccurc l y on the cart next 
t o  S i m o n ,  the d r iver. 

T h e  j o umcy IH> u l d  he l o ng and ful l  
. <• f  h ardsh ips.  H u t  on<: th i ng IYas i n  our 

fan>r. Sp r i ng IYas approaching. and 
t h e  \Hat hcr 11·ou l cl  not he intolerabl v  
colt ! ,  nor ll'l' l"L' 1re i n  great dan ger o

'
f 

stan·at ion in ca�e our su p n l ic,; crave ou t 
I n  11·i ntcr. \\· hen the ,· i l l ag�'s of �1e  nortl; 
l ie in nucl iso l at i on . i t  1nni l d  h ai'C been 
pract i t 'a I l l· i l l lj) l )S,; i ! J ic  to undert �1ke th e 
jou rnl'y. 

The < > �t iak IYas restive and requ ired 
constant vigi lance . H e nce, upon the 
morni ng of thc t hird dJy a f t t:r we h :td 



,.:tarted our preparati ons, ''"e set out. It 
''as j ust after da \Yn that , desiring to 
ayoid not ice, \Ye rode out from the cit y 
of Tobolsk into the  (\l�solate north. The 
sky was t " lear and pearly, d ipp ing clown 
l i ke a \"cbt inYertecl cup at the end o f  the 
i mmense p l ai n that stretched far on all 
sides o f  tb. N ckrussov h ummed a song 
�1s he rode . 

" This is l i fe, " he ,;a i d ; " l i fe : .-\ ,vay 
from stuffy prisons and c i t ies and cark
ing care. Out into th e op en : " 

I, too, fel t  t h e  l i beration of sp irit 
which the j uurney mack pos,; i l J le ,  and 
I was glad i n  my heart , for I hl' l i eYed 
that \ve were travel i n g t t l \Yard my be
loved, whom I had come so far an d on:r 
such strange ways to seek. Th at n i gh t 
we camped out undt:r the glitt�.:r o f  th e 
chil l stem;, built  a fire ancl sl ept . \HappL· t l 
in our furs. \V e clicl not sleep al l at 
once, but kept a ,,·atch, not only because 
there was possible danger from \\"Ol  YeS, 
but morL: especial ly to prevent the escape 
of our Tartar gu ide . 

Thus, camp in g at n i gh t and r i d i ng hy 
day, we t ravel tc:d over a country as tleso
l ate as any that Cod creatt:d. The 
O stiak rw i ntt:d st i l l tn the !Wrth.  a n d  
sti l l  \\"C r u d e  on:r the e:-;pan,;e,; uf that 
apparent l y  �.:nc\Jcs,; p l ain.  F iYe days 
passt:d bdon: th ere \Yas any sign of 
ch ang�.: . Then gradual l y ''"e em i L'  i n  
s igh t o f  great gr�1y bou l ders t h a t  lookt:<l 
as if th ey h a d  been h urled hen; i n  sume 
catastrophe of the p rimeval "·or!d.  l < l  
l i e furt.:n:r in th is stcr i l t.: p l a in.  Tht: 
boulders grew in size, but ,;ti l l  \\"l' GUilt: 

upon no sign o f  vegetat ion or l i fe. 
i\ day mo re. and tl1c great m�No;cs o f  

rock grew to ! J c  h i l ls a n d  \\·a l b. The 
h il ls w e r e  craggy, m i ssh apen, grutc:,;qu<'. 
They seemed to t urn upon w.; lt:ering 
and deform ed countenance,;. "Cncler t h e  
mi gh ty walls  het\\Tell \Yh ich \YC must 
pass \YC dared h ard l y to speak, so p < l \\"
cr fu l and f�.:ar ful \\·as t h e  echo. \\·c 
wh ispered , and the "·h isper.; sl'emcd to 
run \Y ith h i ,.;,.; i ng rt:pet i t ion from u m· 
hor izon to the ot her . The wlwt:ls o [  
our supp l y-cart rumbl ed l ike tlnm cl cr i n  
t hose sound in g  passe,;. 

Our h earts s�mk aga i n in the :-<e p l aces ; 
t h e joyful  hope \Yith \Yh ich \\"C h ad u n
dertaken our j ourney fled. \\"hen e\"C· 
n ing came, by our camp- fire. X ekru,;,;ov 
questioned the O st iak ag::1in and agai n 
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with quid and stern p er,;istence . But 
the m an 's barbarous features remained 
impassin ; his black eyes betrayed no 
emotion. And ,;t i l l  he pointed north
ward, north ward. I turned to Nek
rw.;so\· : 

" But are there e:-;i le  �ettl ements to th e 
north o f  u s ?  " 

l i e  nodded grawly.  
" At the Obi antl heyonc\." 
So there was noth ing for us to do but 

to keep on.  O ur \Yater began to give 
out ; \\·e had to l imit ourscles to a cup ful 
e::1ch dur ing t\Yenty· four hours, and the 
const:C]Ut:nt su fferi ng from th irst was 
terriblt:. The ( )st ia k assured w; th at we 
would soon come to a cou ntry of run 
n i ng water anLl of the gro w t h  of green 
t h ings ; but st i l l  the gm·i sh sun of the 
l on g northern day dazzled our eyes, and 
sti l l  \\·e peerecl i nto the horizon in v::1i n .  

I n  thest: clays I l ear ned to appreciate 
t he \YO!Hlcrful courage and endurance o f  
Padov Scrgie,·itch. H e  never shO\vec\ 
b i s  0\Yn sufferin g ; h is on ly concern \Yas 
to help us to hear oun.; . 

And th ese suffe r i ngs in creased . F or 
a day came on \Yh ich we bad but l ittle 
food lc ft.  and on which the last drop of 
\\" a l L'!"  had d ri ed in the l ::Jst o f  our earth
t:n\\·arc n·sseb. A l l that clav \Ye rode 
on i n  :-< i lu1ce.  \\·e dared not

� 
speak, for 

c,wh \Yord spoken i nneast:d th e terrible 
t nrturc of th i r;.;t.  The knees o f  our 
lwr,.;cs tremJ ,Jctl w i th \Yeakness. for in 
t h is stt:rik and desolate l and there was 
not a l l l a dt: o f  gras,.;. Tt l\Yarcl evening 
\\T \\Trc all but spent. And yet \Ye 
ft:�m;d to stop for th e n igh t . Th e 
strengt h to go on m ight fai l  both man 
and beast.  

ThL·n.  i n  th at c:-; tremity, camt: a gl im
mer o f  h ope. l\ s \n.' rode by the \Yall,.;  
o f  rock we seemed t o  p erce i ,·e here and 
th ere i n  huge fi ssure,; a spot o f  moisture. 
\\'�.: t o i l ed on. awl the spots became more 
fn·qu l'nt . :\ t last we came t o  ::1 p lace 
\1-hL·rc a t iny spr ing gush ecl from the 
l i ,· ing rock, and \Yht:re gre\Y sparse 
.:.:: r�'''es, a t \Yhich our poor horses n ibbl ed 
c�1gcr l y . Tlw ,.;pr ing was hut a t inv 
t rit"kll', yt:t i t  sut1ict:d .  \\'e drank a CUfl 
t , r  \\"<1 lcr each. �\\·ect and re fresh ing be
yond \\·cmls. and then p l aced our j ::Jrs 
under th e jutt in g rock and fi l led t h em 
o;lmY l V  one hv one. \Ve t u rned i n  for 
the n.ight,  anZl not only \\·ere our bod ies 
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heal er] hy t h e  good . de::�r \Y ::tt er , hut our 
h earts once more took cour::�ge. 

Then the face of t h e  country ch::tngcd. 
It 'w::ts sti l l  desolate  enough . But now 
th en� were c l usters of ,,.h i te hirciH:s and 
of fir-trees, ::tnll run n i n ;;  \Y::tter, and t he 
C \panse of grc::�t. st i l l  lakes, i n  whic h  
\\· ere m irrored t h e  gray north�:m sk ies . 
II ere and there we came upon a Tart::tr 
sdt lemcnt. hut st i l l  our guide po i nt �:d 
01\\Y::trd. It \\'as t hen that.  for t h e Ji rst 
t i me, N ekrussoy lust patience. H e  
c l ap ped t h e  mu ul c o f  h i s  revolwr to the 
barbarian's h ear! . 

" \\-hen shal l  \\T reach t h e  p lace ? " 
T h e  m::�n turned gray under hb bro\\'11 

skin.  
" To-morrow," he gro\ded. clecp in 

his  t hroat . 
\Vc !we! h are! work watching h i m  dur

in;.; t he ni gh t . I I  i s  furtiYC eves ncwr 
closed i n  s leep for a moment. Again 
::tnd again h e tried to edge a\\·ay from 
t h e  camp-Jire and s l i n k  i nto t h e  darkness 
that  surrounded u s. u nt i l  at l ast X ekrus
so\· took the driver's w h i p  and brough t 
i t  down h eavi ! v  on h is hack. I-T e 
sn::trled l i k e  a clog, but l ay stil l  u n t i l  
morning. 

\\'e start ed carh· and let the Ostiak 
precede us by a

· 
dozen p aces . The 

Tartar se t tl ements grew t h icker upon 
the road. H ere and t h ere we sa\Y a mis
erable and cli lapirbterl mosqu e, crowned 
hy a crescent nf wood or t i n. The 
l\f oslem pO\n:r h ad once been great  here, 
hut it  h a d  dwind led w ith t h e  coming o f  
the l\ f  uscov it e . K o t  far from a long. 
f;traggl ing native vi l l ::tge our gu ide 
st op ped , looked round , and ran to ?\ ek-

" Th is i ,; t h e  place," be s::ticl in broken 
Russian. 

N ekrussov fi xed the m an\ eye. 
" The p lace \\·here the gold knife \Yas 

found ? " 
The T::trt::tr nodded. X ekrw;sov t urned 

to me.  
" \Ve shal l sec." 
He grasped the O stiak by t h e  ann, 

and we proceeded to t h e  villagL'. ,\n 
old Tartar c::�me out to meet W' . li e 
spoke a long salutation. \Yh ich X ekru s
so\· acknowledged with ::1 sioie n t b(m. 
l\h· frien d leaned t o\Y::trcl mv car. ·" It's a st mnge dia lect. · I don ' t n n 
dn,;tand m ore than one \Yon! i n fin· ." 

Sternly he  rcg::trdecl our gu ide. 
" Do yo11 speak to h im !  " 
T h e  fL· I I < >IY spoke, but t h e  o l d  Tartar 

shook h i ,; head.  The two barbarian,; d i Ll 
not un rkr,;tand each othn, and it '"�1,; 
p b i n  t h at our guide had ! icc! ancl h a d  
led us ast ray. O n  N ekru,;,;ov's foreh ead 
::1 great n·i n  of anger S\Ydled ou t . H e  
srnang from h is horse, t h rew t h e  ( btiak 
spr::t\d i n g  on t he ground, am! \Yi t h  Ikr
zavin's  and my help t i ed h i m  \Yi th 
t hon gs . Then \\'l� thn•1Y him i nto the 
cart an rl \YCnt into the v i l lage. 

E igh t e x i les l ived t h ere i n  m iserabl e  
h uts, a n d  th ese men wel comed us \Y i th  
te::�rs of jo,·. The\· \Yl're, \Y i t h  one ex
ception.  in�n o f  the cu l t i ,·ated middle 
cl::�s,;e,; \Yil< l  k1d agit::tterl against t h e  
gm·emment.  \Ve stayed w i th t hem dur
ing the day. and in the enni ng, \\·hen 
we \H'I'l' assembled in the  l argest h u t ,  
X eknhso\· t o ld the story o f  o u r  quest. 
Trnck i n ,  one o f  the exi les-a man of 
m i dd le age, \Yi th a \Yh i te, ascetic, sch ol 
arly face-spoke e::tgerly a,; X ekrussu,· 
ended h i s  rec i t ::t l .  

" I 've made a study of the native cl i a
lccts. K oth ing else to do, you know, 
and I'm here for l i fe. I f  you ' l l  let  mL' 
talk  tu t h a t  scoundrel of �·ours, I can 
e::�si ly tell you \Yhere he ·conH�,; from. 
I 'm grateful enough to be able to p u t  
my kno\Y ledgc to some w;c . "  

' '  f-1 a \'C y o u  recorded i t  ? ' '  K c kru ssov 
::�,;ked. 

" I 'yc \Hi t ten a hook, and a useful  
one . T h e  manuscript i s  com p l ete, but 
en:n· effort to semi i t  has f::tiled so far. "  

' · ( ; i ,·e i t  to m e ,  broth er, " N ckrusso\' 
said.  " I \Yi l l  sene! it  to Austria to he 
] ' rintcd . " 

T hen ,,.c brought the ( ls t i ak in and 
forced h i m  t o  sp e::tk , and even to repeat 
n·rtain o f  h i s  tr ibal formuLL". Trazckin 
l i slL'ned carefully.  and a,; I ll' l i ,;t enccl a 
l ight u f  cump rehcnsion c�nm· i nto h i ,; 

" You mu:;t gu t o the west. " he said. 
" Your ma n be longs to a nwre \\·estern 
group of Tartars. \'uu \\ i l l  fi ne! her 
,,·hom vou sL·ck at the very foot of t h e  
l� rals-due \\·l·,; t . "  

" .\ r,: t her,· many set t lemen ts ? " I 
asked. 

" \'cr�· many. The cou n try i s  not 
qu i t e SIJ l'l'u e l l y  barren there . "  

T l w t  n igh t  l >dore 1 s l e p t  t here c::�me 
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O\Ti' me a fee l in .� that  j • :trt • > � •k o( t i l e' 
prophl'tic.  I had come far a nd su ffered 
;.:re:t t l y, and I kne11· that t h is journey t < '  
the 11·est 11·ou ld he Ill ,. l :.bt i 1 1  search for 
Ill \' bel oved .  E ither I 1wul<l Jind h e r. 
or

. 
e b� al l earth 1 v i ourncys wou l d ht: 

oYer for m� one�
-

a
-
nd fu;-e,·er. And. 

t here fore. 11· h cn morning came I set out 
i n  a c�1 l m  and quil't  fram e o f  mind.  I 
11 as g" i n .� t i l  t h e  fate a)'p < > in ted me l •y 
the poll'l'l' of ( ;od,  hut to no more Lllt
cnt a i nty and useless \Yandering . 

( l u r  < l .-;t iak made a desperatt: a t t e m p t  
to e,;capc:. a nd liT h a d  t o  keep h i m  in 
fett c·r,;, 11· i l icl t 11·a,; a stri ngclicy o f  t reat 
lllt' J l t  beYon d our incl inat ion . 

Tht: ;l'l'<ll l < l  part of ou r j ou rney prom 
i ,.;ed to he l l·,;s fu l l  o f  h a n bh i p  t h :1 1 1  the 
Jir,.;t h ad he�n. \\'� hacl rcp lcni ,.;hed our 
st l lre of foocl. A l l  we cuul d  get, to l •L� 
su rL'. was dried fish and raw tu rn i ps -

,;,n:d hut h ard. Yet there 11·as enough ; 
and t he t urn i p s not onh· ,;at isfied h u n 
g n .  l ntt  < J LH;nched our ti t i rst .  F u rther
lll< > I'l', 11·c hacl ren: iYed fa i r l y defi n itl' d i 
rect i <ms o f  o u r  route, and 11·ere no Iunger 
< kpt:ndent on our ( htiak guide. 

Tlw country through \Yhich 11 e fared 
\\'a .s n l l \1'. in t i l e  car]�- s p r i n g t imL'. p l ea,;
a n t  enough.  S t i l l  a barren reginn,  i t  yL:t 
slHlll·ed great tracts of greenery, on 
IYh i , ·h  t h e  nom ad ic Tartars grazed their 
h " r';'-'s , who,;c· smooth s i dL·s wou l d  often 
J lash i n  t h e  su n l i gh t .  l'ur.: nnmin.� ll'all'l' 
\Yas pkntiful ,  aml t h e  grat e fu l shack p f  
trcL'S.  \\'e came u pon o n e  e :.; i k  Cl lnr• 
a ft er a n o t h e r.  I n  carh <hn· l t  men. a t \ ( 1  
St > l llL' t i llll'' 11' \H llen .  shut  ott from t h e i r  
ki n d .  T hey 11·crc a l l  glad o f  o u r  ('olll
i n ;..:-al l  glad of t he h lcs,;cd ne,;s o f  th i,; 
p�· nur ious spring. In w i ntcr. ll' h i L·h 11· as  
i : : l t � l crahl y long.  t he�· \\'l:IT blocked i t t  
] , , .  l 'e l'] ' l'l ll : t l  in· a ml sno 11· :nn i < l  t h e  gre:1t 
l u i � l' i i ness and t h e  grL·at s i l L'l l< ' •: of thesL· 
northern w i l tk 

\\'..: nFt< k  i nqu i r ies i n  <.:\'cry p l ace. a l 
t h "ugh 11·e < l i d n o t  e xpect to fi nd O lg:t 
u n t i l  \l'l' h ad gone farth er st i l l  tml'ard 
the sd t i t w  sun. ( > m· a t n ict\· c< mstant h· 
beset mc,''and I asked agai t.l :1 nd aga i ; 1  
11·hcther e x i l es liTre l'n·r i l l - t rc:.tted l l \· 
thl' natil·cs. The a t ts\\·c'l' ll'as i m·arial > J �· 
rL·: : ssuring.  I t  happvtll'<l i n f rl·quent l y. I 
11·J,.; t u l d .  and \\'as nen�r 1'\.'n· ,;eriuus. 
Thv na t in·s \Yerc t horoughl y  CO\Yecl. t h e  
<k,.;cendants o f  the anc ient H u n �  ha1 · i ng 
� >c  . . .  , ,m-.; a sla1· i sh anLl fL·arful peop l e .  

. \ n d  '" ,, ,. _i t J tll' l l l'�'L'd t • t l  th rou gh t h \.' 
hrigl l lenin,:.; spr ing 11-cather, ] 'n"l t i n g  
ah•:::d : < s  s\1 i f  t i l· as we· cou l d .  .\t  last 
1\'l: :•all· from a

'
far t h \.'  ] ' ll r] 'k peaks o r  

t h ..:  grL·at L ral  � i ol! J l t < t i n,; stand out  
aga i t t :'t t h e  br igh t gr:ty of t h e  sky . and 
J ,y t kll s ign 11.,. k l i l' \1. t lut 1\T 1\'l'rt: ap
l • l' • uch i n ,:.; t lw vnd of o u r  qu est . \\ 'L· 
kllL'\1. i t  1 >1· anuther s i t; J l . The Ost iak 
c< >u l d  l l i l t  . . l"r ,: ] !  l t i ,, \ i < • i ! ;..; i l l  stuic ism, 
q u i t -- h i d,· l : i ,; perturbation.  l i e mack 
o l l L' dl'' l ',· rate effort to l':' < ' :lpc ,  ;t nd t herc 
:: f : n  :<l t up r i ght in t i l e  , ·art. h is black 
eyc·s ; d i 1·c ll' i t h  fl':l r. \\ 'l' ll'atc:hcd h im 
clusely. and one ci·L·n in :.:: . as liT �a11· afar 
i t t  t h e  latl' du,;k t l t c  straggl i n g  huts o f  a 
la r�c· Yi l l agc. \IT kne 11· l •y h i s heh a1· i or 
t h : t t  \H' h a d  rome to t i ll.'  end of our 
j (  )lll' l l l'}·· 

l l a l l. an hour l atl· r  11 e entered the 
Y i ! LlgL·. and fuund a l most h a l f o f  t h L· 
wret ch ed huts inhahitl'd h1· n i l e :; .  S eY
L·ra l  o f  t l H:m, h a1· i ng ,;cct; '" enter th e 
p lace, came to give us a greet ing.  They 
had not  seen white m e n  fnr \·ears. n ·  
cept t ! te  occasional gLll'l'l'1 l l llent i t l�Jll'l'tor 
and sp}', and they ll'dcomcc l us IY i th  
great <.:motion. N ekru,;so1· at one� l' .\ 
p l a incd the nat ure o f  < • u r  erra ml. a n , J  
1\' l u:n he ceased spea k i ng they a l l  fe l l  
si lc:nt .  The silence \\' <lS om inous t o  me. 
I cou l d he:.tr nw h eart heat IY i l clh·. 
thought of O l ga: rold in death and

.
hud

cl lcd a11·a y i n  t h e  iml i t'fcrent earth u f  
this  u l t i n;atc ou tpost u f  t he habitat ions 
o f  man. But l gr i l ' p<.·d myse l f Jirm l y .  
Then t h rough the ,; i l e t :•:e 1 heard t h e  
voice of N ekrussov, slw rp a n d  clear : 

1 1  Tl'll  us the t ruth at once. " 
A n  elderlv m:.�n ll'ho had m atn· 1·ear,; 

of e x i l e ];ch ind h i m  a t t S I\'L:rcd getlt l �: :  
1 1  \\'e do not knoll' t h l' truth t hat vou 

demand, Pal'lo1· Sergie1· i tch.  But 11:h at 
we knoll' w e  w i l l  t e l l  nm . "  

\\'e \Ya l ked slclii' !V · t<> t h e  largest o f  
t h e  hub a nd sat < 1 < > 11:11 o n  t h e  bundles o f  
furs that lay up on the tloor. Then tlw 
e lder I :; man who h ad ansii·L·rt:d N ckru,;
s: ,\·  :-;J ;d!..:� �l �:Ji ll : 

1 1  1'n the ' dept h  o f  t he Ja,t  11· i n t n r� 
C:!r:n·:m o f  c x i ks p:1�sl'd. Tm> 1\'l' t'l' 
as:;i;;ned to this  Y i l l age. ( > I ga L nder
wood and c; regor \'erm n ] O\', The lat
ter had consumpt ion. and h a s  since d ied.  
As for :\ J i ;;s V ndcnYoPd. \\'C rece i\·crl h er 
in the! h eart i est mann(•r.  :-;he \Yas a s  
k i n , ]  :1m! c;0o<l a;; s h e  wa,; J o1Tly. thnu�h 
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much emaciated :mel weakened bv im
p r iwn ment and the cOlbequent 

·
hard

ships. We did a l l  that was possihk with 
our poor means to mak e her lut easier 
to hear. She l ived in my fam i l y  under 
the protection of my \Y i fL· ,  who has vol
untarily sh ared mv exi l e . 

" At. the t ime :1f t he first thaw she 
wandered from the Y i l l age to the edge 
o f  the \\'ood. because an Ost i a k  had 
brought snO\Yclrops to nur house the day 
before, and shL· \Ven t  in search o f  the 
flowers. She stayed l ong . \Ye were 

as anxious as i f  she hacl been of our  own 
blood. \Ve hunted for davs and found 
no trace of her.  Then the. tha\\· ce�bed, 
icy winds ble\\· from t h e po l e, sno ,,· fel l 
and froze where it fel l-an impregnabl e  
barricade. \\. c h ave h e  e n  since then 
mourners-all  of us \Yhom \'OU sec here. 
S ince the com i ng of spr i ;1g \Ye have 
hunted for her aga in and again-to no 
purpose." 

N ekrussov g-r ipped my ann as if  to 
reassure me. Then he turned to Der-
zavin : 

" Fetch that scoundre 1 of an Ost iak, 
GavriiL" 

We wa i ted in si lence t i l l  DerzaY i n re
turned , dragging the U l m i l l i n g  Tartar 
behind him. The old man wlw had 
cared for O l ga ,.;p rang forward and hcl cl 
a torch in the Osti ak\ face : 

" It is the man \Yho brought the snow
drops and tole! O l ga where sh e migh t  
fintl others." 

" And \Vhen she went away," :\ ck
russoY asked . " d i d  she carry a sma l l 
Fold-handled j >l' l l knife of American 
�ake and bearing her in it ia ls ? " 

" She d id. ". 
The answer came at 

once. " It \\·as the one po,;scssion of 
which she h ad, accidenta l l y, not been 
robbed in the prisom."  

" Very wel l .  gentlemen," X ckrussuY 
sa id, " we \vi l l  con fer again in  t h e  m orn
ing. I n  the meant ime we \\' i l l w i t h draw 
t o our camp and con fer w i th t h i s  I l :m
to some purpose, I hel ieYe." 

\Ve \\'c; :t  back to our camp and sur
rounded the Ostiak. At a sign from 
N ekrussov, Derza\·in fetched a rope, 
slung a noose, th re\v i t  o\·er the Tartar's 
neck, and the end over a stron g 1 imb of 
the great tree at  the fcot of \vh ich we 
had made our encampment. Then Der
zayin handed th e rope to me. �1 1 1 : !  Xe-

krussov spoke to the Tartar.  The fel
low was at first si lent ;  then he "·hined. 
B ut merciles,; ly I pul kcl t h e  noose 
t ighter all(] t ighter, until his eyes bulged 
and h i s  tongue began to protrude. Then 
he made a sign wi th his hand, ant! N c
krussov :;ignaled me t o ,.;top . 

" He wil l lead us." 
\Ve now t ied the rope ,.;ecurc 1 y about 

his middle and clron him before us, 
carrying torches to l ight w; on the way. 
\Ve thought the distance prnbabl y  short ,  
hut \\'C w e r e  undccciYecl. The Tartar 
strained on t hrough the n ight, t ireless, 
hour after hour. \Ve fo l lo\vecl h im vig
orously, although we did not po�sess h i s  
s inc,vy  endurance. H e  led u �  t hrough 
forests  of dark fi r -trees. t hrough cu ld 
marshes into which \Ye sank knee-deep, 
and sti l l  kep t <l11. The cold dal\'11 rose, 
and we seemed ret far from our dest ina
tion.  Hence ;Y e  h a l t ed. S\\'al l owecl a 
bite of food and rested for ha l f  an hour. 
I turned to N ekrussov. 

" Do you t h ink he is dcceiY i ng u s 
again ? " 

" X o. I tolU hhn that the �l igh test 
attempt to decei1·e ll:' or lead us astray 
would he h is death. H e  kno\\'S that i: 
spoke the truth ."  

\Ve started J g a i n .  The Tartar never 

hc,; itatccl. H e  kne\\' the r"acl he '"as 
t ravel ing \Yi t h  a certain ty , an uns\\·crv
ing d irectness that \Yas reassuri ng . But 
we were beginning t o  tL·el the t erribl e 
strain of t h a t  nigh t 's march, ancl m::rc 
ob l iged to go more slmdy. TmYarcl 
n i ne \H' came upon s t r�1ggling ( )st iak 
Inns,  l mv and foul.  tucked into the  h o l 
] , , ,,., o f rocks and crags. < >ur u nw i l l ing 
gu ide l ooked hack at u� and hl i nkl·d.  
XekrussO\· cnmman<kd l 1 i m  t n  t ake us t o  
h is 0\\'11 h u t .  

In a f e w  m i nu t es '" e had reached the 
h ut-a tr ifle larger than the others. I n  
front of i t  grazed o mare . \\"e perm i tted 
the O st iak to go to the d oor of the hut.  
He gave a hoJrsc cal l .  and a large-boned 
Tartar \voman. "·i th a bab\· at her breas t , 
carne out. The man snaJ:led a quc:;t ion 
a t  her,  and, in reply. she pointed to the 
l e ft. Then she murmured a few \Hlrcls, 
at the sound o f  "·h ich I heard X ck russov 
rap out a heavy oath for the first t ime 
in my experience o f  h i m .  

T h e  Ostiak beckoned us. ancl \H' fol 
l n\Yecl l 1 im in the tl irert ion t h :t t  the 
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m >man had indicated. In a f L' IY minutes 
\H� came to a brook. the c< >ursL· of \Yhich 
we follo1ved. Our guide l t >oked swiftly 
t o  the r i gh t  and left .  as if  hunting for 
sonw one \Yhom he e :q>�rtcd to find. 

C H A P T E R  X V. 
J l l > \1. 0 :\ E  1'.\:':-'l'<  HU' s t-:R\' l : l l  FOR TW(J. 

THE-"_ he stopped short aml ft _ _  ,L·d his  
eyes on a dark object straight 
a head. \\'e f o l lmn:cl his loub aml 

percciYcd a human being crnuch ing by 
the l >roubiclc. The fi gu r.: a n ,;,·.  l i fted 
a jar uf water to its shoulder and 1\' a l k L�d 
i n  our d i rect ion.  I thought that my 
heart would stop.  Th..:n I ran as I have 
nenr run before i n  m y  l i fe. The j a r  
o f  w a t e r  fel l ,  a n d  I hdd m y  belun·d i n  
nw arms-at l a s t .  

· ( ; reat H eaven � l >ut it  \vas a pit iful,  
(kar figure that  I hdd. dad i n  rags and 
mang-y . furs, th in  and pal l id ,  \Y i t : l  a red 
cicatrice just  on:r the l d t  temple  1vhich 
"·�cs not  quite  covered hy a wan: o f  soft 
h a i r. But what cared I except t o  p ity 
her ? For she ,·iclcleLl hcn;d C to my em
l >racc, her L:yes. spoke to m ine. a nd she 
]H<>nuunced my name in a new tone. I 
l ed hL·r to the others. for she 11·as too 
dazed to speak. At the sight o f  N ekrus
,, 1\. she started. 

" The man o f  the dune:' : . . 
I l a id a gentle hand on her arm. 
" H e  is  uur friend, in spite o f  a l l ,  

( l l i.ia .  Y o u  w i l l  understand w h e n  I t e l l  
you ." 
• N ekrw;sm· took her  kmd and l ooked 
earnestly at lwr. and I kne1v that  i t  was 
nut her�el f  that he sa\\· so much as her 
mother. Then h e  aske<l her : 

" ll a n: ,-ou been hadh· treated hL·re ? ' ' 
" The 1;1a n  captured- me." she: said 

slowh·, " bu t  the \Yoman fought for me 
and__:_sa\'ed me. ' '  

" �\ n d  the ,.;car l l l l  your tem p l e' ? "  I 
asked. 

" He knocked lllL' "'·-.·r l ine cla \' w i t h  
a club, hut aga i n  the \Hnna n  S:JYe�l me." 

" \\'hat sha l l  \Ye do to h im ? " N e
krw;so\' asked. 

" .'\ o t h i ng." she answered, and leaned 
he:JY i ly against me : " n othi ng. For the 
Koman's sakC'-nothing.  She en:n p lead
ed to have me sent back. I h ave been 
only-a sen·an t  h ere." 

S h �.:  11  :.l:i n�.:ar to fainting \l· i th  the· 
shock of her sudden l iberation.  So m .:  
impnll·ised a rude l i t ter and carried hn. 
N ckrw;sov assured m e  that  n o t h i ng \Yas 
wrong \Yi th her except great \Ycarincss. 

The j ourncy back to the v i l lage \Yas 
slo1Y. ( > l ga \Yas not heaYy, hut m :  had 
t o  he cardul and rest frequently,  so that 
11·e did not arrin until  late in the da1·. 
I\' e \H're ml't i>y our f ricmls.  who h;d 
seen us appr<>aching, and their joy at 
behold ing ( l lg:1 1vas touch ing to me hc
nmd \\'urds. \ \' c carried hn to the Inn 
c>f the excellent l ady who had hdrienllc-d 
hn. and then \vent to anothn hut to 
rest. 

I lay clmvn on a bed of [ urs, hut 
sleep, despite m y  weariness, did not come 
for l ung. A great j oy held me. T w ou l d  
han� counted t h e  \H>rld w e l l  lost, as  the 
old phrase goes, for O l ga's  sake. And 
t h e  s u Fferings and hardships that  I bad 
gone through secmecl but a Yery l i tt l e· 
t h i n g  to ga i n  the prize o f  my l i fe .  I 
felt  that  it had been gained ; that O l ga 
k nc\Y huw I b ad come tu seck her in t h e  
u ttermost regions of the  \Yorld.  I knn1· 
from the touch of her hand, from tbc 
vielding o f  her clear l ips, t ha t  she had 
considered my love in our long separa
t ion, and had been glad in the thought 
o f  i t .  Late I fel l  asleep. a n d  slept u n t i l  
t h e  sun stood h i g h  o n  the h orizon. 

I sought :\d;:russo\', and together we 
11·ent tu sec < ) lga. She was up, and 
looked rcfn:shed, though so thin a nd 
pale. She had \Ya\·ed her h a i r  over the 
scar on her temple, and her face held a 
1\l aclunna-l ikc a i r  infinitelv s\\·ect and 
graci( )ll�. 

\\·L. t 1 1ok break fast together, and thc·n 
I askl'd < >I li a  if she had the strength to 
tell  us 1vhat  had befa l len her during our 
scparcl t i on, especi a l l y  to e.'\]l la in t o  us 
the myster�· of the teleph one-message slw 
had ''"1 1 t .  and her sudden cry and inter
rup t i o n .  

S h e· smi led at me. 
" :\ h,  Robert," she '<1 10 .  " so much 

has happened-so much ! It w i l l  tab: 
mon ths t o  tl' l l  i t  a l l .  B u t  a l i t l l e  [ can 
t el l  ,-ou no1\ . "  She seemed to collcl't 
her thm1ghts s l ll1dy. " The p r ison dis
c i pl i ne· \Ya,;n't  1·erv se\'ere." she said : 
" on!�- it was change, change, change. I 
bought 1 i t t le  immuniti es evcrv1vhere, for 
hy 'ritania',; ach·ice I bad sc:wn a l l  m\· 
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nwney into the l ining o f  my skirt. From 
i\ l oscow I wa� removed to Tula, "'rom 
Tula to Kharkof. from Kharkof to 
E ka terinuslaY. frum E katerinoslav to 
Kishinef. 

T hen t he i nformation came to u� pris
oners that \Ye were to be taken to Si
beria, and then, Robert, my h eart almost 
failed me." She smiled. " I w ish ed 
then that I h a d  been k i nder to vou, for 
l found mysel f "·i sh ing that  y<

-
JU \Ycre 

t here. The j ourney to Siberia in the 
p ri son-cars 1vas bad-very bad. I t  
1vasn't m y  mvn su fferi ng that h urt so. 
l was ahvay� �trong. But it was the 
su ffering that I sa1v. 

" At \' ckaterinburg a strange thing 
h appened . \VL' were all in the detention 
prison there, and ,,·ord was passed to me 
t o  come to the \\·indo"·· Fortunately I 
\Yas Oil the ri rst floor. I went to 

'
t h e  

grated windo,,· a nd l ooked out. A man 
stood t here. muffied to hb eves. He 
t h rew a note tn me. and I opcn<ed it .  
In i t  I sa1v the,;c \vorcl � : 

" ' Your cousin is hunting for you. He 1 s  
with Herzcn in 1\:ishind.' " 

" \\'as t h c'rc· no s i gnature ? "  I inter
rupted her.  

" Yes," she ans1vered. " Th e ,; igna-
t ure \Yas-Krvl ov 1 " 

" H e  pnn·e;l him,;elf  a true fr iend 1 • ·  
l cried. t h i nk i ng o f  h is tragic parting 
1vords to mt:. and \Vondt:ring \\·hether 
t he great catastrop he of h is l i fe h a <l 
come upon h im . 

" I t lwu g h t  and th ough t. " Olga con
i inucd, " ho1v I might communiL·ate 1vi t h  
nm, but came to n o  conclus i on. A t  l ast. 
; , n  the dav before we \YCre to set out. I 
spoke o f  .my perplexity t o a gent l eman 
\Yho 1va� in uri,.;on 1v i t h  me. He told me 
that there ,,:as a long-distance tekplwm: 
in the building. but doubted if  i t  \vould 
he po,.;,.;il d e  for me to u,;e i t .  li e  Yn1nn 
tcncd to help me>. ,;( )  �when th e keeper 
came to g iYe us our food h e  approached 
h im. But the man turned :l \\'3\' IYith a 
�narl. \\'hen he brought the n�x l  meal , 
hmveYcr. a curi ous thing h appened . H e  
turned round a n d  h e l d  out a grimv h and. 
A t  the ac!Yicc of mv friend I had mv 
monev m reaclinc,.;s . -

I dropped 3 n ote 
i nto 

· the hand, but it remained out
stretched. Then anoth er and anoth er, 

until  a l l  mv little  store of t \\·o hundred 
rubles was gone. Then the hand clutched 
ancl, \Yithout a \\·ord, the keep er l eft. 

" I was deep ly cliscouragecl. But the 
next clay, to my ,;urpr isc, t he k eep er came 
in sudclcn h·, touk me hv the band and 
led me S\Y iftl v to the office. H e  as keel 
me whom I ;Yantccl to call up. 1 t u ld 
h im. 3m! he gut the connection for me 
p retending t!{a t  i t  \vas on official husi� 
ne�s. Then he handed me the receiver. 
I spoke t he fe,,· 1vorcls that you heard, 
\\ hen 1 r ccc iYed a b lmv on the h ead .  
The c h i d  keeper h a d  come in une.'l:pect
ecl ly. I \ras taken back, and the keeper 
"·Jw had he 1 peel me was, as I h eard , 
pun bh ed . '' She ,;topj led a mi si ghed. 
" The rest you can imagine.  I t  was .hard 
on the march. The Cossack� whipped 
me-they 1rhipped u,; a l l .  Then I came 
here, and a l l  the peop le 1ren� Yery good 
t n  me. A nd t hen-then-you know." 

She ceased speaking, a1\d look ed to
\\'arcl N t:krussm·. 

" Robert," ,;he said, " lw1Y do you 
< ' l l llll' to he >vi t h  thi ,; L(L' nt lcman ? " 

N ck ru,;suv gaYe me
' a glance.  I un 

clnstood, a nd \Yi thclrew t <) anoth er part 
of the room, l eaYing h im to t e l l  h i s  mvn 
storv. f'n,m where 1 sat I \\·a tchecl 
( ) J g:l·, fan'. and ,;a\\' th e o;orrmv ancl the 
,;hame pa,.;,; on·r i i .  \\' h en X ekrussov 
hac! lin i ,;h ed I tumed toward h er. She 
came tn nw arms. 

" \ '  ou 1:nmv the story Robert ? "  
" I knu1v i t ,"  [ said. -

' 
1 1  er e1·cs shone. 
" I an1 glad that I l1 ave suffered. I 

am g l ad t hat \H' l ent our passports to 
C onstant in and T i tan ia . and hv so l i t t le 
he l ] 'cc l  the cause that 1�1\' fath�r-" 

She d icl not u t ter t he
. 

f3tal  1vord, but 
tear,; came into h LT en·,;. 

" ,\ t least," �he ,;a.icl . and l ookctl ap
pca l i ngh· a t  both of u,; : " at l east he 
'"'1" :unong th < lo'L' >.Ylw l on�d greatl y, and 
tu ,,· iwm much 11· i l l  he forgiven. "  

1\'c icl l  ,;i lent for a span·. t h i nk ing 
of the strange l i fe and d eath o f  i\ntl1ony 
l. ndenYoocl . Then X ckrussm· looked at 
lJ, , t h of us ,;m i l i nl.(h . 

" Ancl h mv d o
. 

�;ou young p eople ex
p ec t to get hack h ome "·ith onl y  one 
passport between you ? O lga'� is gone." 

\Ve l ooked at each other in perpl exity. 
Then N ek rw;,;ov ,;poke ag3in, ancl again 
h e  :;m i lecl his rare smik 



" Tlwn: is une \\:\\·. 
" i\ nd that is ? ' ' 1 a;.;k,·, \ .  
" \\- 11\· ," he saiL! s l " 1•: l L  " a  \Y i !",· can 

tran� l  o
.
n h vr ! Ju,-ktncl ' ,;  iKt" 'Port . "  

,\ deep hl u,;h su fiu,-,·d ( > l ga ' ,; LIL·e a,; 
I put my· �1nns a round her.  

" \r i l l  vuu trayd on my passport, 
S11·ectheart ? " 

" I  t h ink so, Robert ."  sh� rep l ied . 

T h ere is l i t t l e  more o f  th i s  narrat i n: 
o f  mine.  \\'c tran·k<l hack by easy 
stages to Tohobk, and t lwre Olga ancl I 
\n�re marrkd hy a ( ; ,·nn a n  c lergyman of 
the P rotestant fa i t h .  \\'v di e! not dare: 
to reenter Russia p roper. But.  on the 
str�ngth of my passport . ''hich had not 
yet expired. \IT \Yen: enabled to  procure 
t ickets o n  the Trans- S i ber ian R :t i l r"ad to 
V laclh·ostok. Thence '"" proceeded to 
Seattle and San Francis<·u, �md at ]a,;t t u  
Nc'" York. 

( T h e  

T H E R E A L  

T l l •.Tc' :t l c:1 t c·r �1.\l· a i t <_·d tt.' fr"m 1\ c 
krtb:io\·, 11· i s h i n g  us j ll \' ,  :md t e l l ing u;  
that  l 11.:  hoped to s,·n·e t h e  Cau;.;e i n  t h ,· 
fart l i c·r \i· i lds of S i heri :1 ,  and that \Yc 
should J i l l !  pcrhap,; hear frum h im aga i n . 
�\ or han· \Ye, hut \H' t h i n k  often o f  that 
strange and cleYuted soul.  

\Ve t hought of him cspc·cia l l y  \Yh c n .  
a short space o f  t i m �  a g o ,  \\T Yisited,  
ful l y· I'LT< l i 1C i lecl n"". t "  the  t ragic L'\·e nt'  
t h a t  had h app�nL·cl in it .  the house 011  
t h e  dum·s o f  the bk o f  Palms. As. in 
t lwse old days of terror, \\'l' \\· a lked 
�w ross t i l e  sands to the shore . we sa\Y t h L· 
�;rL·at l >n·akers rol l  i n .  and camc a t  Ja,-t 
til t l l l' sput whcrc, on that fatal  da1·, 
-:\ ckn1ssm· had scut t i L·d h i s  boat. 

. 

But  t h is t i me the sun \Yas up,  and t h •: 
sea v::1s blue. �md not h i ng rcmainetl i n  
t h at '" ·,·n,· o r  t h e  o l d  horror. Peace· 
d 11-elt th ne f, , r  ns ll < l\1. - the pe:1 cc , r  
recon c i l i ation and lon:. 
E n d .) 

R O S A M O N D . 

B Y  S .  C A R L E T O N . 

Author of " The Micmac, " " Lastluck Lake," " The Corduroy Road," etc. 

A C O M P L E T E  N O V E L . 

C rL \ P T I·: R ! .  

x o'c l ock in 

.

the morning 
Rosamond \V ebb sprang 
out of  her ugly becl, 
ran across h er ugly rar
pct. and looked out of  
the 'Yindo\Y, \Yi th  her 

th ought ,; tumbl ing over one another. 
Thc first 11·as, that it \\·as a fine clay ; 

thc sccon(L that  a fter t h rec n�ars shc was 
goi ng away· from \\',·hhtml·l; for the fi r,.;t 
t ime. and ,;h<· walu..:d anoss h e r  room 
as  i f  slll' \\Tfe fj ftc�ll. iw;teac! of ( \\T n t \·
t \Hl a11<l �1 "· ic !ow, to how to a l i tt l e oicl 
photograph of herself that wa;.; ;.;tuck 
in her lnL>k i ng-glass. 

" I t \Yas nothing i n  the  \Yorlcl but 
vou, ' '  she announced to it graYely. " that  
i •l1t into my hcacl that T t<nrld go away 

fwm u,l.( l y· carpets and crape, and c\·cn·
t hi n g  l >ut E l iza. and he mv rea l sd [· : 
I f  I hadn't cr'me across \·ou in tha;  
old t runk I hcl i<TC I 'cl h aYc -kcpt on for
gc·t t i n ,c; that  I c\·er was a gi r l named 
1\.o-amoncl ForcL 11·ho'd ncycr hea rd o f  
\\'ebb;.; o r  \\-ehhtcl\1'11 : nor." \Yi th a quick 
check to her gaict\·, " of hei t l l.(  ] al >cz 
\\·ebb's w iclrm·." . · · 

� l l L' d i d  not l "ok i n  t h e  least  l i ke a m· 
onl'',; w idu11· as s h e  stood i n  her 11·h i t�· 
d re.",; i nl.(-gmYn. \\· i t h  her bronze ha i r 
stn·amin,g o\Tr hcr slwulder,; _ hut just a 
sl im l.( ir l  1Yith peachy cheeks am( long. 
cnrlcrl-up crdaslws : ant! vet i t  was true· 
th�J t  for t h!·ec l r >ng y<·ars- she had been 
J akz \\'ebb's most unhap py 1Yidow. 

I t  \Yas not from grie f. \\· h en T ab�:z 
cl ierl <ucld,·nh·. t h ree ��·eeks a fter his

. 
mar

riage. i t  had been noth ing but a horrible 
tr,·m I '  l i I l l( rei i ,· C tn the nineteen -year-old 
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w i fe he ho.d brough t to \Vebhtu\Yl1, and 
o. guilty sho.me that  she could not be 
sorry. Pcrlwps it \Yas hecc1W'e ,;h e  was 
not sorry that Rosamond \\'ebb did glad
l y o. l l  that \\"ebhto\\11 demanded uf her
ll·h ich \Yas no sma l l  th i ng- i n out 11·ard 
rL·spec t to h i ,; memory. 

� o t  o n ] \· d i ( l she stay indoor,; and 
,; 1rathc hCJ<cl f  in crape, l ;ut she l ived in 
.--ullmis,;ion to E l iza \\'ebb, the stepdaugh
t er. \Yh u \Yas tL·n wars older th an she 
,,,·a,;, t i l l  she al most forgot she 1wcl fl m i nd 
o f  h er 0\YII .  or that th ere wa,; am· other 
11 orld than \\'ebl lt own . She had -,puken 
the truth 1rhen ;;he said it wa.;  nut h in g  
h u t  the sight o f  her o w n  o l d  ph otograph 
that h ad brought both th i n gs hack t o  h er . 
I t  h ad heen ta k en se1·en year,; ago, when 
she was fi ftecn. 

R osamond Ford at fi fteen. imma-
1 nrc, h a l f  - dl'n·l oped , st i l l  had somethi n g  
i n  h e r  face t hat had s t u n g  R osamond 
\\'ebb, at t wen ty-1 \Yo , out of the l eth argy 
o f  hn 1Yi<lm1 lwod into rebel l ion against 
l i fe. \\'ehhtrm n. am! L'\'en E l iza . The 
g irl in tlw pil' turc had had t uo much 
courage . a ncl been too ho.ppy, to ho.ve 
horne be i n g J ,;Ja\'C to any o[ t hem . RosJ
moncl stood l ook i ng at the YiYicl l it tle 
face n o ll', i n s t ead of dre,;sing for the 
j ourney to \Yhich i t  h ad inspired l 1 c r. 

" No one \Youl d gucs,; it \Yas L 'HT I," 
sill' so.id t h oughtfully.  " \\'hat a thin,  
lung-lq.;gc<l  l i t t l e \\Tetch I was, a l l  eyes 
and cncrg\·. I don ' t  bel ieYc cnn fath er 
c\·cr thought I ,; Jwu l cl gnm up fa i rl y 
good � l ook ing, or turn i nto a s Jan: to 
E l iza . ' '  

, \ t  t he t lwught of  t h e  dead fathcr,  \Yh o  
h a d  been proud of h i s  [car le,;,; l i tt le 
, Lmghter. ,;he stooped and k isscd the pic
; u re. l t h �1d l 1cen taken in the IH>ocls, 
when:' 'he  "' '1-' 11 unt to go 11· i t h  h i m  and 
--t h ere came t o  h er a rwd1 of remem
brance-\\ ith Di c-k H u nt i ngclun . l l ick 
had lclkcn i t : and ?l l rs. \\'e l l l 1  \l·unclcrecl 
sharp ly 11 i 1 ; 1 :  h a d  become uf I l ick.  even 
a,; sh e rcmL·ml >L'H'd t h a t  she had thuugh t 
h is sno.p�s]wt u f  her 'o h ideous ,;he ho.cl 
torn up t he film \l·hen o n l y  t 1Yo copies 
were pr i nt l·cl . The one D ir k  had pock
eted i n  spi te of her \Yas clw;t l ong agn , no 
d oubt ; and somchmY ,;he \Y inccd a t  the 
t hough t .  th "ugl 1 D ick had I Jct:n <m l y a 
k ind

. 
friencl to a h obhle-cle-huy g i r l .  I t  

w o. s n o n s;·n,;c t o  \Yonder i f  ,;he IY < m l <l eYer 
h ave ho.d tu mo.rry Jahl'z i f  D ic k  had 

been there \Yh cn her father died and left 
h n  utterl y a l one , and u tteriy penni l ess . 
H e  m i gh t not haw l iked her at all  if h e  
had k nown her gro\Yll u p .  

" I t 's  not Dirk I ' m  real ly t h in k i ng of,  
anyhu11·," Rosamond reminded hnself 
s il cHply.  " I don 't kno11· 11·bat put h im 
into m y h ead. I t ' s  j ust  the b lessed fact 
tl1a t  I ' m  going away fur two months . 
E n· n  i f  I do hcn·e to lake E liza, I can 
be out o f  \\'ebbtmnl for two months ."  

T he resp i te cuuld nut he for anv 
l onger ; J al;cz had seen to that .  }-J i ,; \Y i il 
l'll forced on h i s w idow residence i n  th e 
\\' cl 1b mansion ,  " except for any alN.:nce 
for t h e space of t \HJ months in th e com
pany of my dau gh ter E lizo.," j ust JS i t  
precluded rema rriage.  I f  \ I rs. \\'ebb 
broke either c l ause her pun i shmen t Web 
the  :;,:me·-her i nhcr i t clll<'l' frum l ahez 
went to his  d aughtn ; and, desp i cal;l y or 
nut , Ro,;o.mond could not face poverty. 

1 f she had h ac! < my friends it migl 1 t  
l 1 aYe hccn d i fferent, h u t  in o. l l  t h e  wo rl d 
there \Yas not J soul w h o  eYcn \HOle to 
her. A t the th ought of m arryi n g aga i n , 
T abez \\'ebb's w ido 11· :;l l lld dcred, l l llt her 
t m 1  months o f  freedom she \I· as . go i ng to 
have, o.ml out i n  t he woods fur "·h i ch t h e  
,; ight  o f  h er o w n  p hotogr,l ph h ad made 
her hungry. T h t:y had to be mod i liccl 
woods of l·our,;c, u n  a tTount of El iza ,  
l •ut a stra\· ra i ! 11·a\· folder ho.d sho\Yl l  
Roso.moncl -j ust th e .p l ace she \Yantcd. 

" Though hmY I \·e got E I iza tu go 
th ere I don't  know , " she mur mured . • · I 
don ' t bel ieve I ever sh ou ld h cwc i f I 'd 
sho1Yn her t h e  folder." 

S h e  mn·n·ecl rdlect iYel v the tru nk ,; 
which were t �  be ch eck ed to Luron Park,  
Canada . It m ight t u rn  out t o  be clu l l  fur 
E l iza, hu t she \Yould nenr ha\'C dared to 
take h er obstinate, conce ited , o.nd sim p k 
st epdaugh ter to a gay summer re,o"rt .  
Enn E l i za could \ l i l t  make a fool of h e r �  
,:el f i n  l u n ch \Yumk Ancl at the th ough t 
Rosamond turned w i th a guilty start, to 
see E l iza stand i ng hl'hind her. 

" I kntH'ked four t imes, " announced 
:\I iss \\'ebb from t he doonyay . " \Vhat 
\\'ere yuu doing ? " :-;he 11·a s  a stout g irl , 
\Y i th  a pa l e skin ,  a nd ! l i l t  l llok ing her best 
in a s h i n y  bl ack sh i rt-waist suit, w ith her 
dul l i lr ( ) \\'11 l1a i r  in crimps. E l iza' s  style 
was not cri mp ,; . " \\'hat's  t hat fo.ded l i t 
t l e  p lwtu ) "  s h e  added cur i ousl y. 

'' J u ,;t a sno.p-slwt o f  m\·self 'vhen I 
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\\·as a ;.;irl . "  Rosamon d jllhhed it out of 
sight .  Sumeho11· she had no desi re to 
h aYc E liza �l'k q uestions about i t .  " Are 
you a l l  ready ? "  S h e  longed to add a 
condemnat ion o f  t h e  cr imps , but it was 
not al t oget her easy t o  take the lead with 
E l iza after t h ree )Tars o f  sulnn ission to 
h n  rule. 

" 1\ l !  I nn n1\·  h a t , " rl'lurncd E liza.  
" T h i ,; L uron P;uk \Ye'rc goi ng to is j ust 
plain country. i ,;n ' t  i t ? "  

" There's o n l y  one hotel . " said R o:<a
moncl nerYou ,;h: . A l l  she kile\1' about 
J .u ron Park. i n t h e  IYi itlL·rncss, had been 
gleaned from her  raih1·ay fulclcr. " I-
1 th i nk the pl ace is someth ing l ike the 
Ye ! l m1·stone Park. onl y I be l ieve the gov
ernment lL· t ,; it to a companv. \\-hy ? "  

" N oth ing . ( lnh·, t hen, 1111· new h a t's 
just t h e  th in g to �Year." E ii za drew a 
gray someth ing from behind her back 
and set it on her cr imJK 

Rosamond stood appa l led . It is not 
easy for gray duck to hL· startl ing,  vulgar 
or rakish.  hut E l iza',; hat had accmn
p l ishcd all  th ree . In sp i te of her b lack 
dress i t  mack h r:r l ook loud and, some
h o lY,  disreputable-like a nyth ing hut a 
spinster of t h irty-t11·o, IYh o  h at! nn·er 
he<:n out of \Vebbtown . Her step mo ther 
forgot all  caution. 

" ( : ootl H ca\'ens. E l iza," she ga!<ped, 
" 1·ou can' t \Ye�lr tlzat .' TraYel in� i sn't  
l i ke \YchbtmnL Sume one m igh t' slJeak 
to nm�takc you for-anyt h in g. " 

f•: l iza',; u pper l ip set.  
" l f you · · an ' t 1Ye;1r a l i,_;h t lwt. I t s no 

n·a son l slwu l d n ' t , "  she said superb ly. 
" I [ you don't  clwosc tu go with me in 
t h is, ;,•,·.:· · succinct ly,  " can stay at home."  

Rosamond's heart turned oYer. She 
had neYer realized t i l l  11011' hmY despcr
at.:h· she \Yas set on get ti n g  a 1Yay from 
\\-ei1btown. Her t h ree 1·cars in it  with 
E l i za h ad hcen l ike j a i l . . 

" T ust as \'OU l i k�. " she sa i< l meekly, 
b les;cdh· un<:ons,· ious of all t h a t  \\· as to 
kmg o{l t h ;l t  n�IT h a t .  " <  l n ] �· . < lon't  
blame mL' i f  1·ou ' n� star�:d a t . "  

Stared at  
.
t hev certa i n lv \Ycre a s  t h e y  

nossed t h e  ,;t at ion a t  T t;ront o  t h e  next 
morning to change cars for Luron Park. 
People who looked admiringly at Rosa

mond 's bri l l iant  LH·c and the waves of 
bronze hair h er black n·il  di,l  it,; best t o  
h ide. sta n:d more at  si ght o f  h e r  com
p:l l l  i< \] l .  

,\ n i g h t  in t h e  train h a d n o t  improv�d 
E l iza 's crimp.;, and the gray h a t  sat on 
them more rakishly t h an e1·er. I f  a 
11·oman or t m >  smi led wondningly at t h� 
sight o f  the  incongruous pa ir, i t  \\·as re
seiTed for a ta l l  man. 11·h o  stood almost 
in t h e i r  \Yay, to start ou t r i gh t a t th e sight 
of t h e m . so tak.:n aback that  u n coJL.;cious
ly he spoke to h imself out loud. 

" ( ;r ..:at  Scott ! "  sa id h e : " th l'l'c 's  tlz< 
;·,·ry l?at. '  and [ th ough t I 'd mad e it u p ,  
\\·o 1 m· n  a ml a l l . ' '  H e  stood rooted i n  front 
t •f  \Z o.;;unond. h is eyes nwl·ing from her 
n i l  to E l iza's hat ,  and sta�· ing t hen�. " I t ' s 
just them." h e  mut tered : " t hem '.\ 'OlllL' l l  
I -in7'< ' 11/,·d.' .\ l l l l  t h ey ' re t u m in g u p  
j ust 11·hc·n I can u s c  ' e m . "  

. " Hurry . E l i�:a � "  ��l id I.Zo:·<unulHl an
gr i ly . 

T h e r ,· \Ya s  an eY i l ,  tr iumphant qual i t y  

i n  t i l l' m a n ' s  nl ice t ha t  was ocldlv surt
l ing t i l l  she rea l ized h e  had �pokcn uot  
to hn ] Jut t o h i msel f .  En·n so,  hi,;  
,.,· " rd:; ' t ur -k obstinatelv i n  1Zosamoncl ' s 
m i nd. What on earth cou l d  he h a1·,! 
meant by say i ng he hac! i nl'l'ntcd h e r  and 
E l iza ? She dismissed the problem smart
l y  by deciding t h a t  h e  \Yas crazy, and 

pu:;lwd E l i za on toll'ard t heir car. Sh� 
IHJUld haYC done a thotl:'aiHl t imes betkr 
to have stood where she was and l istened 
w i t h  a l l  her cars, but i t  is not a t h in� 
people clo i n real  1 i k. R osamund S\I'UIJ:.?; 
h erse l f  into the t ra in . w ith no idea sh� 
wou ld yet be grate ful for \Yh a t  l i t tle  �he 
had heard.  

( ) n  t h e  pla i  form t h e  n·d- h a i red man 
stood as i f  he \l' erc para l yzed t i l l  a hand 
descended on h is sh ou lder .  

" \\' hat were \'OU slwuting a t ? "  cJ ,> 
mandecl a slwr tL:r man 'lnat h fu lh·. and 
the red - ha i red one c am e  to h imself 'll' i th 
a start.  

" T hat ."  'aid be, ] 'O in t i ng to R l lo<cl
moml and E l iza . " ( ; rl'at  �cot t : F i el : l ,  
don't  1·nu sec t l w t  hat ? " 

" \ \ . h a t  alHl lt t  i t ? "  impatient l y. 
" \\' h a t  a ] , . , u t  it ) I . 1 1ok : 1t  the  t ;,· : l  

w omen-qu ic k :  ' B o t h  in black : 1 1 1 1 e  
m igh t y pn� tty. w i t h  a b l ack l'l'il a l l  u,·,'l' 
her ; uthn s t ou t . 'll' i t h  an a 1·; f u l  gray 
cotton h a t . '  " h e  said, as if he \l'er� 
quut i n!; .  

" \V h a t ? "  Ther.: W ! l S  lW !;11· 1; of inleT
est in Fidel nolL 

The other n oclclccl d n·h·. 
" J u -;t t h ,· r !  · �c · r i p t i c l ! l I ��: t \�,_. t rl t � : 1 .. 
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blank rangc·r i a  Luron Park o f  the two 
\Yome n who were go-bet,vcens to the 
fur-dl:a lers in the fur-stea l ing lmsiness 
that's go ing un in the park. It was made 
up, luck, stuck, and barrel, but by-" he 
sworl: rapturously, " I ' m  looking at live 
women, \dlO an:;\vcr to it, getting into 
the l .urun Park car no\v : " 

" I f  you arc," said Field, " I don't see 
hmv it can matter." 

" You bet it matters, "  the red-headed 
man held him fast behind a pile of pack
ing case:; that was hidi ng them from the 
car \rinduws, " if you don't  let them see 
you talking to me: That ranger's hunt
i n g  for poac hers, ain't  he ? And I guess 
i f  we can get him o ff on the trail of those 
women he's been looking for ever sin ce 
he heard about them, i t ' l l  save us a deal 
of trouble  looking for the ranger. He'll 
go by that description he h as of them the 
second he ,;ees them, and ;, • , ·  'II go-" 

" 1 ·OJ! can't go back i nto I .uron Park," 
was the sharp i nterruption. 

" I guess I can, \V i t h  th ose women to 
take attention off me . \\'11\·, it 's mv 
chance "-his Yoice fell  grimly- " to d;J 
a l ittle cletccti\-c work that ' l l  get me e\�en 
\Yith the ranger, l et a l one the re�t. I 'm 
going t o  get m y t ickd nmv . "  

Field seized h i s  arm. 
" You're mad to go h unt ing for the 

ranger \vhen once he's-seen you," h e  
mutkr�d s igni fi cantly.  

" This  tim� he \Yon't sec me." ret urned 
the other cou l l i·. " H old vnur lwr,;es, 
now. H ere's n{v scheme, i (  vou haven' t  
h i t  o n  i t .  T h e,;c

-
wom en t h a t  �ire going t o  

I .uron Park luuk l ike j ust the women t h e  
ranger's hunting for. l t  duc,;n't  matter 
for our use that t lH·v aren' t .  The real 
ones \\· , m ' t  he coming a l ong, because 
there aren't any. I j ust told the ranger 
there \\'Cl'C til "ct time. y uu rrd into the 
l adie,;' car no�7- and do the p�l i tc. T e l l  
' em \Yhcre's the best place to take in  t h e  
beauties o f  nature in t h e  park, and get  
' e m  started j11sf ;, •/i , -r, ·  ,.,,. "''7111 tfl,·m to  
go . Then the rangcr' l l  get a fter them, 
and I guess \ve' l l  h a \'C our chance to get 
after the ranger. I om : him one.  if you 
don't. I agree \vi t h  him that it 's  about 
time t h a t  fur-poaching in the park 
stopped, for i t ' s  gett ing dangerous, but 
i goes against my grain to have him do 
t e stopping. Let go my arm.  I ' l l  l ose 
t •c t r a i n . ' '  

But fur a second Fie ld kept his grip, 
staring at the car that held the uncon
scious Ros�unond and E l iza. It was quit l: 
true fur-poaching \Yas going on i n l .uron 
Park, and true, too, that two women w�re 
being looked for in connection \l· ith i t  
who ans\vered to the de:;criptions uf 
Rosanwnd and E l iza. If their  proto
types had never existed anywhere but in 
the red-headed man's brain, it did not 
tletract from the use that might he made 
of th em, vet-

" \\' hat arc you going to do \vhile l ' m  
herding t h e  \Yomen ? " h e  demanded. 

" I 'm going to get even with the 
ranger. " said the other darkly . " I  bet a 
det�ctiYe coul d  make a l i ttlL: troubl e  for 
him with the park super intendent. I 
guess l ike that we could k ind o f  keep h i m  
busy at  both ends. and "-he loukl'll 
straight intu Fidel 's eyes-" it ' s about 
t i me t ha t  fur-st eal i ng busine:;s in the 
park was stopped. I t  makes j ust scn:nty 
thousand dollars' difference who stops it 
-us, or that ranger. And i t  won' t he 
hi m-i f  he fol l <nYs t !Hhc \\ < >111<.:11 . "  

For o n e  instant F ie ld ' s face changed 
to tlw face o f  a d i ffcrc�;t man . 

" \Vel!," he said, as i f  he h e ld dom1 
a quick excitement, " I d are sa1· h e  1v i l l  
fnl lo\1·. ( ;et i n t o  t h e  t r a i n  wher-e T \l· on't 
knock against you, and I ' l l-scc to t h e  
\\'Omen." 

H e  turned, and st rol l ed cbua l l y to
ward R osamoml ' s  , · J r.  

C I I  A PT E R  I T .  

TH E  parlor-car \Yas empty, except for 
Rosamuml and E liza, an cl as he 
looked at them \[r.  F i e l < l  smi led. as 

\1 i t h  the knowledge of some hiclclcn j oke .  
I f  th e n·d- h a i rcd nnn .  for reasons o f  h i ,; 
o \\·n, had made a fancy desnipt ion o f  
t \\·o \\'Omen h e  c hose t o  say \\'ere engaged 
in the i l l icit  fur-trade out o f  T .uron Park. 
he had been inspired-not only ao; to the 
stout one\ hat.  hut as t o  the good looks 
of the younger one. For more reasmb 
than the bu,- i ness "·h ich \Yas taking him 
to Luron Park. 1\Ir. F i eld acutely dL·sircrl 
Rosamund's acquaintance.  

Beyond the s \Yeeping glance \vh ich had 
taken in the JJe\Ycomcr , Rosamond ll l'YL'r 
l uukcd at h im. She had settled E l iza 
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three seats off to aYoicl cunYl:r,;ing ll" i th 
her on the perils of travel ing \\· it lwut a 
gent leman, and 1va,; deep in her l lllOklct 
rL·garding Luron Park ll"hen Field\ voice 
at her elbow made hn j ump. 

I'erhajh she hat! been perfectly a 1vare 
t h at his ens h ad l ll:en u11 her en:r s ince 
he got in ; but as she encountered them 
at  c lu,;e range she t ook an in,; tant objec
t ion to their 0\\.llL'L l i e \\·as \Yel l -dressed, 
dapj!lT, and ra ther insignit1cant looking, 
i r it had nut been for a curiou,; sugges
t imt of hidden act iv i ty about his bcar
i ng-l mt he 1vas not a gentleman. 

" Did  you speak ? "  ,;he said d i stantly. 
"F ie ld held out a handkcrch i e r  o f  un

CI 1 I I 1 ]  ' n  )tubing cot tun. 
' ' I t h i nk l Oll d ropped this ." he ,;ug

ge,.;ted. 
" I t i s  nul m i l l l', t h:mk vou . "  IZosa-

nwnd had 1w m:cd J"or a Sl.'t.;md gLJ l l\ 'L' a t  
t i l L' h:1 1 1dkcrchief .  "·h ich \Yas J d a in ly 
J : l i c : ! . : ' .  1 h nugh ,; ]lL' had no intention uf 

�·  l :, · :  i 1 .'-, �() .  
The man he,; i t a t ,·d,  "'·:tn·d in t lw :J i,; l c .  

and sa id  ,;mneth ing tenta t in· about t he 
1n·:t thcr. Rosamond made no :J ns11Tr, 
hut E l iza. three seaH off, tnnwd round 
and stared . 

' · \\ . l i 1·. t ha t ' s  m i l l L· : " she· L''\< la i l lll'd. 
J l n  hat  l uuked nwn: inc·ungru"u" than 
eYer a,; o;h" ,;a t  l'l"L'l'l i n  h�r \\'ebhto\\'11 
b lack s i lk .  

1 . - i l: ld  rl'a l l v  s tnr tcd .  Rnsanwnd saw 
l 1 i ! ll mmT ;.dtwtant ly  tcl\\·:ud E l iza, 
l > ti l l l'd the hla cl; n,·ss of  a n < l u m i n< �U S  
;· h i /Ton Vl' i l  onT h n  Lw,·.  and ' '] 'L"IIL'd l i n  
rai hY a l· l>cH > k k t.  Tl'n m inut e's a i"tcr she 
d r"l ' l '�·d i t  all t l  stan·d. Tll� :c tr:mgcr \\·as 
s•. · : t tl' r l  opposite E l i za. deep in cun\'ersa
t iun,  and E l i za, under her cl\du l  h at ,  wa,; 
smirk ing. There was no o ther \Yon! for i t .  
H n crimns hll'\1· u n l 1ecominglv i n  the  
draft frun� the  \\· indo\\" c;h , ·  h�tti insisted 
on on"ninc;. aml hn Yuicc reached hl'r 
st(·pn;ot he1: in m i ncing accenb. 

" I  l <:an:no;. i t ' s  a Jl irtalion : "  thought 
I Z < h: > m n n t l .  ,;u r p r i,.;L· t l  : 1s  ] l L'O ) 'k : l rl' ,.; ur
pri ,:('d at c·:1r 1 ! H  p1a kC"s .  " E l i za ' ,; /iirting . '  

I \\' ( > 1 1 tl cr 11· hat  slw',; "l l' i n g . "  She opem·d 
her l ips to cal l  E l iza to h n. aml thought 
ho:tter of it . " I  don't  \\·ant her t o  th ink 
every strange man she  meets i s  Arizona 
H i l l .  IY i th  a revoln·r in h i -:  pocket." she 
d(cidcd sensihh·. " l 'c l  l >ctter le-t her 
a lone. The m:1n 11 i l l  ] 'ruh:1 h l y  l : l: get
t ing out before \IT do, :mel i t] , ; 1 '1. rl'a l ly 

1 1  c 

care 11· ho h l: t a l ks to so long as n 1sn' t  I . "  
She  ldt E l iza t o  he r  fate and, taking up 
her hook again, began to read in earnest. 

Lurun Park, i t  seeml:d, was a vast, 
wild region hclongiug tu a syndicate 
hacked by l egi s lat ion. Fi rca.rms were 
forbidden thl're. but fish ing a l lmred tu 
l icen�e-holders. 

" Deer, moose, and hear," Rosamond 
r<::ad, " may be studied IYith a. camera, but 
no animals  may be shot or trapped. The 
\Yatenyays throughout t lw whole park 
arc a cont igu i ty  of lakl:s and streams 
navigahil: for canoe;, t hough some f(:W 
lakes arc connected 1>1· shmt and caw 
portagl:s OYer good trails blazed through 
the forest .  The best point o f  ingress to 
the  park is  at  Canol: LakL· S tation, at 
section e ighteen, \l·hne a hutel affords 
good a("('( J ll! l l loLlation and a l l  n•quisit�s 
for t he ('alll J 'L'r can he procured. Tlw 
park rangers, a t rustworthy body of n1l'n, 
ha1·c each in �ole chargL· a set· t i on. t he 
s�:ctiuns numl Jning from um; tu eigh
tL'Cl l ." 

" Bal i : "  thought 1\.(ham<nHl ,  " \Yhat 
do I care about rangers ? .\ 1 1  I \\"ant  is  
the  l i fe ] llSl:d to kacJ \\ i t ! J  J"ather, amJ 
i t 's a l l  there in Lunm Park 11·a i t ing fur 
I ll('." 

If i t  was abo \Yai t ing fur El iza, she 
\Yas not going to 11 orn·. E l iza \Yuuld 
ha\'c t o  l1ear c "·i t h  J .u 1:un l ' : trk as hn 
stcpmotlwr had home IY i t h \ V ehbto\1" 1 1 .  
l b;icJes, she could be l eft a t  the hotel .  
Chcncd hy t h is i l l uminating thought ,  
Ru,;:tmond sank comfortahl l· into the 
planning o f  a canoe-t r ip t-hrough the  
11·i lderlll.:ss, a lunc IYi th  11· i lderne.;s-hred 
guides. Entering at Sl:ctiun e igh teen. :;he 
could go from Canoe l .akl' intu L i t t l e  
Tea, through the  heacl-\\·aten; of the  Ox
Tongue River into Smoke Lake, and 
thence into unknown rinors wlwsc \'crv 
names \\-ere a in\·. 

" I ' l l  sel' t hl'·m· a l l-a l l . ' '  t h uught IZo�a
moncl. "·hen a queer sense of �trange eye,; 
on h t:r made h l'r look up. 

There \I' a,; <1 man passing through the  
car. and she  had  fel t  more than ;.;een tha t  
he  pau,;ecl iniin ik;ima l l y  beside lwr. I t  
\Yas nut  the person she  cnnkmptuoush· 
clesignakrl a� " the handkerch ief  man ' '; 
nor did the 11C\YComer speak. 

As she looked up  1\.osamuncl h ac! 
caught only the  most f1ed ing of glances 
frum him, but something about that 
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g lance took a 1Yay hn ,·;_·ry J.rn l h : a nd i t  
wa,; n o t  l wcau..:� t i l e· m:1 1 1  IY hu .�a l·c· i t 
was ven· t a l l  am! n·n· �< ll >d-l uuki n,g. but 
! >�cause ·,he k n <: l\' h i 1 1 1 :  . 

i ·: w n  t h .: 11·ay he 
carrit.:d h i ,; head. and a cc· r ta i :1 h : l l\' k - l i ke 
qua l i t y  i n  t h e  gray l')·,·,; t l u t  k1d fur one 
monwnt llll'l h t.:r,;, " l l l < > : v  nn hc:r hL·:ut 
\\· i t h a �l' l l�;..· of fl'Cogn i t  i o n .  

" I t ' ,; Dick - I l ic k  I hmt in ,:.;d < > n : "  
gasped :\ I  r,;. \Vchh. Ti l.: t hing I\' a,; u n 
cJ.nm·. S h l' h ad km l l y  t h ough t uf D ick 
t i l l  -;he found tlnt o l d  ,;n:lp-,; J; < >t u f  hl'r·  
,;e l f. and hl're he• 1\':b i n  the tle,;h .  She 
kn ew the  1·erv length of his  e\·da,;i l ,>.  t l ll :  
\YaV h e  1\'0U] ;j t h r; l l\' i >ad: h i ;  h L•:td \l' i lL·n 
h e  ·laughed . I t  t1a,;lwd :HT < > S S  lwr t h a t  h e  
11·as cl!'l•,;,;ed o< lcl h·- i ; l  hru i1·n duck--hut 
othen1· i ,;c h e  had not , · Jw n ·:.;<�d in t ln� li 1·c 
\·ear,; >;j lll'e ,;he h ar\ c'L'L' l l  h i m . i\lld h 'C 
�Yas pas,;i ng her l i k.: a ,;t ra :\:.(n : 

For < >ne w i l d  i n,; t a n t  \ ! r,; .  \\. l'l >h \\' :ls 

;.;o i ng to cal l  t<l h i m .  l n1 t  ,;:m i l v  and t h e  
sight o f  E l iza's bobbin,:.; h a t  i n  cl < hC 
p w .\.im i t y  I < > t i le  man o f  til :.· h:mdkl'l'ch i c: f  
rest ra ined h er. Tra i 1 1  ,. ,, .a l 'aclec; ll'cre a l l  
verv wel l f o r  E l iza.  hut  i l o t  f , , r  Ro,;a
nw{1d \V�hh. She h ad no dc,;ire to snape 
up old acq uaintance IY i t h :: n 1· man, e1·cn 
i f  he 11·ere th� D ick 1 1  unt i n �don ,;he had 
kno1Yn 11·h ;_• t 1  :<h e  11·a,; !Z o,;:mmnd Ford, 
t h e  Dick who had ta k,· n the ,;nap- ,; lwt 
t hat lay i n  lll' r purse noll'. D ick ami she 
h a d  never been lovers-T alH:?: \\'a ,;  a l l  
Ro,;amoml h a d  kno 11·n <�f l on�r,;-hut 
th e1· had been friend,;, as friencbhip is 
pos-sible hetlwcn a g i rl of fi fteen and a 
man of twcntv-seven. 

" An d  no 1�1atter what  wc\·e been, he's  
for <>otten me. " thought Rosamoncl for
lon�lv. obl ivious of t l;e black nil ,;he had 
pul l e

-
d owr her face a fter Fidel had 

,;poken to lwr. " He d id n 't know me." 
Somehow Dick, if i t wen� D ick, looked 

v�ry far rem oved from ht-r and \Vchb
tOIYn. even in his ochl cam·as c loth e,; . 
l\Irs.

, 
\V ehh h ad not even courage to turn 

and sec that he \\'a,; l ingering a t  the car 
door . If i t  cou l d  hcn·e da wned o n  her 
t h a t  bes ides hcin,:.; D ick an d her old 
friend. l\l r. H un t i ngclon 11·a,; v i ce-pres i 
dent of the Lur on Park Company. and at 
t h e  present t ime actinly engaged there 
on i ts bw;iness. ,;he m i L!; h t  even on the 
thresho ld of his  t err i to n· have turned 
round and gone some1Yhere else. But al l 
that  came to her 1vas that h er gl impse o f  
h i m  was t h e  last rem inder o f  l1er girl-

h ood ,;hl' '"a' l i kc·l l· to meet. : m el t hat 
t·n n  ! l ick had not knol\'11 lwr. H er eves 
1n�re ab,;urcl l l· d i m  a,; ,;he ,;:: ; a mi "ta�ed 
from t he car" 11· indow. 

T h e  train \Ya,; ou t o f  c iv i l i z :: t i o n  now, 
tla s h i n L!;  t hrou ;,;h heavy \\'Oocls, and sud
d ( ·nh· t hL'I'L' canw to Rosamond the cho
k i ng· �\HTt ,;cc'nt  o f  ripening hcrric,; ancl 
,;11·eet - fnn, l ike a m:l cum i ng s i ,:.;na l from 
the m > r l d  \\·here slw had k l W I\'11 D i ck. 
S h t;  had a l mt,;t t u rned t o  .c;ec i f  he h acl 
noticed i t ,  too, lmt ,;he 11·as ,;avecl from 
t h a t  h u m i l i a t i on ] , \. t h ,· rea l iz a t i u i l  t h a t  i te  
had 

.
g"nc·. She h :1d heard h i m  ha ng the 

, ·ar door.  
\\' hat  ,;he dicl n o t  know IYas t ha t  on the 

< l lher  ,; i r k  of  i t  :-- r r. H un t i ngdon stood 
and s 11·ore. The ,;J im. veiled fi < 'urc in the 
c:u had not for one instant ren�i nded h im 
o f  a ,:.; i rl he had once known . l-I e took 
( Jut a sera 1decl pa  pn. ' ookecl :l t it, swore 
a :�:1 i n .  and \\T i l l  rductan t l v i n t o  t h e  
' :n"ki ng-car : and . i f  t h e  t rai n h a d  not 
k-c:n making time. would haw nrc ferred 
to j ump out. Yet the one man

' 
1vh o  sat 

i n  the car started up i n  j oyful ,;urpr i ,;e at 
h is  entrance. 

" H a l l u, Dick : "  he exclai mc:cl : " I ' d  
begun t o  t h i nk you \\'eren't go i ng t o  mak� 
the train. When did you get on ? D id 
anv one seem to not ice you ? " 

; , I don 't t h i n k  so. '' D ick ,;tared at 
t he pre,; iclent of the  Luron Park Com
pany wonderingly. " vVh:;, :-- r r. H OI\'(� ? " 

" Tell you in a m inute . First," h e  
broke off

-
fe1·erishlv, " haw ,-ou found 

out anything ? " · 
· 

D ick Hu ntingdon h es itated , looked 
beh ind him toward the parlor-car and 
gre\\' red . 

" I 'd rather hear what vou han· to sa v 
before I t alk. " he said.

· " 1-Zl'mcmbe::, 
anyth i ng I 've clone h ere has been almost 
in the dark. I don't even know the real 
reason �-ou IYanted me to look into t h e  
park a tTa irs pn,;onal ly.  Your r l' legram 
IYasn't ton expl ic i t . " 

H owe smi l ed crooked lv. 
" '{ou make a m i gh t y  good i m i ta t i on 

of a park ranger, for a gent lema n a nd an 
oflic ia l of the company." he ret urned 
irrelevantly. h is ey� ,:.;at hering up that  i n 
tangible qual ity i n  D ick's dre,;,; th at h a d  
a b o  struck Rosamond \Vehh . " Did vou 
have any t rouble about managing i t ? ; , 

" N o .  I got �·our w ire sayi ng there 
IYas fur -pnach in,:.; ,:.;oing on in tlw park. 
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and you IYanted me to look into it quit.:tly, 
so I sa i led up there dre,;sed like a tramp, 
and happened to run ! l l l  D i l l u n ,  the park 
,;uperintendcnt .  1 1  e t ouk me, l ly ! lull
l uck . fur IY hat 1 seemed, and <bkecl of 
his U \1-n an·urd i f  1 'd do ,;ul Jst itute for 
one o f  t h e  park ran gers who'd gone home 
sick. Y ou �'uggestt�cl that I ,;hould keep 
mysel f  as dark as possibl�:. ,;o I d idn't 
in.form D illon l 11 as h i ,; tmn vice-presi
dent , come i nto t he park to pia�- ranger 
:mel detect ive. Only ,,·hat  I 'd l ike to 
kno\Y mvsc l f  io; whv vou IY an tcd me to 
do i t  i n  the charactL:r (, f a gu ide out of .  a 
j ob, ca l led H unt ? \ ' " u  d id n ' t put any 
cxplanations i n  your 11 i re . "  

" I ' m  not usin g thc wires al 1uut t he 

fur-po;wh ing ,.:candal i n  Luron Park," 
said H o 11·c b i t t erl y .  " Th c  ] •os i t ion 's 
this. Dick : \\"h en \'!lll and I ;md fii'C 
oth er men � o t  h ol d . o f  t h e  trac-t ui 11· i ld 
l and that's ;ww Luron Park, ! 1u i l t  a hotel 
a nd o}".:nccl the pl ace to t ourists, the gov
ernment backe·d u,; up IY it h ah,;u] utcly 
proh ibi tory gamL· - ! J ,, ,_ 1 \  h i , ·h  our guides 
and rangers IHTe sup]' ' '":d to "'- '' k�pt .  
\Ve gan' our \\·onl . a,; yuu kn !l\r, t o  
pol ice t h e  p l an� onr,;c h·e,.:, and a l l ow n o  
a n i m a l  t o  he· c],;c; t ron·d. 

" \\'c-1 1 .  ,,-c \\e re.  cum i.< l r i a l , J �- t urn i ng 

i n  dollars w h i le 1·ou 1n·re i n  Europe, 

when I l 1cgan t o  ]�ear ' '"me mighty ugly 
rumor,; about the park m;magemcnt.  A 

couple of fel l o \Y' t old  me t klt  poaching 
of fur-hear i ng an imal,; " " ' guin g ( 1 1 J  \\' i t h  
impun ity, um\cr our gu ides n-r�· noses, 

and pel ts be ing t akL·n ' \'tTl' tb �·. 11·hich 
\Yas ju,;t  \\' hat  t he comp�t l J Y  had ,t;i n:n its 

\\· o n i  to pn.:\-ent . I put i n . clct cct i\Ts, ant\ 

t hn· cou ldn't  Ji nd• out ! 1nc t h in g. 

' ' I \\'a;; t ry in g to keep thL' i nqu i ry 

qu iet even from the gnn·rnmc n t , when 

sudelenh' the t h ing canll' , ,ll l in the 
paper ; ,

· 
11· i t h  ,.;omc - vny Ull] ' l L·a,.:;mt in

s inuat ions ;;bout the park cumpany for 

not  having dropped on the pu0cl1ers. I 

had a po li te communicat ion from tl1e 
government that  1\"asn ' t  anv ] •h- ; : ,:;mtcr. 
o llll \Y lwn T heard ,-, ,u 11- cn· lwmc again 

f Sent )'Oll that  \\ ire t O  gil Ujl \ 1 1  t h L• i1ark 

i ncogn i to , aml ,.:ce \\']t a t  y ! lU ! 'Ott l , ]  find 
out a s  a ran ger t here. I hadn ' t k·, n able 
to find out anyth ing as the cum pan y's 
1 •resident .  But if  you 've been up t here 
tiYO \Yeeks IY i t h ou t  seeing anvtl1 ing-" 

" I 'n: r, ,und out cvcn·thin.� vou want 
to know," interrupted � I r.  Hunt ingdon 

u nL" ..:pc·l'ledh·. " B ca\'er and ot!l :r  ar,· 
trapped in the park . They 're taken out 
by go-betweens, so ld to some unknown 
middleman, and final l  v land in Buffalo 
with \Yh om I don't lmul\'. But it 's ,; 
regu lar, organized traffic, and the chid 
ca rriers lH:t\\'een he re and the middl eman 
;ue-women ! " 

" IV omen ! Ho\1' d'vc klw\Y ? " 
" Caught a 1wak-1{1 inded brother in 

the corporation, and he ratted." returned 
H unt ingdon dryly. " You n eedn ' t look 
round for h im .  He s l ipped me in the 
dark the n ight I caugh t h i m .  But the 
women," he went on more dryly sti lL 
" are a t  present behind yuu i n  t he parlor-
car . ' '  

" \V hat ? " exp l oded I I o 11-c . 
" Tlwir descriptions arc, i f  thev'rc 

1 1 1 1 t ,"  said the ,- ice- president d ist ast du
.l l v . 

" Listen : ' Dot it in Mark.  Oil < '  stout, -;c•itlz 
an awjut• ,·otto// lzat '-ancl the Lord 
k nom; t ha t 's tru e . "  h L· i n terj ected , \Y ith 
,.:ca t h i n g  re,· u l kn imJ of the rcsp cctabl c 
E l iza .  .. · 0!/za Oil< quite· _1'0/tllg. a11d 
lilig!tty frdty. !las r, ·tfdi.rlt /t,rir. and is 
ustta!!y <t'i'<l/'f•·d i11 a b!a,·/,· , - , ·il : lzas b<', ·n 
in _fail for sit ofliltillg. · . , 

D ick th rL'\\' the ,;craw l ed puper over to 
I I  0 \\' C .  

" Co in and look for \·oursel f . i f  1·ou 
l ike. " he ended . " I ' m

. 
! ] , ,ne IYi t h  

·
t h e  

th i ng. " 
" D one ? " quest ion ed H owe. 
H e  gut to h is feet a nd \rent soft ;y  

do\rn the narro\\· aisle  to the door of t h e  
parlor-car.  \\'hen h e  came back h i,; face 
IYas set to gr inme;;s _ 

" Thev're t h e  ones," he sa id in a hard 
voice. ,; But.  do tz<' w i th it ? You\·c juo;t 
begun, m y  btl : \\' c can't hold up ·t 11·o 
1\' ! lllll'll on h;ue su,.;p icion . You'ye gut to 
catch them red-haJHlcd before you talk 
of  bei n g  done." 

" I : "  D ic k  sat clum fouuclctl. " I ' m  not 
go ing had' into t lw park to he m i xed up 
with any husinc,;� a) >out women.  \Vhat's 
thl' matter \Y i th a pa id detect ive ? " 

" :\" o th ing, except t h at ,.:o far tlwy\·e 
a l l  provecl l ost hab,·s in the 11·oods : and 
t lwt  "--1-! 0\\' e pu l l ed h im,;d f together 
-" the pa pers :Hl' ,.:a\' ing I 'Ye  been 
;;quarecl , "  h e  adcl!'d.  quie t l y enou gh . 
" Now, perhaps, you ' l l sec where I sta nd 
if  you throw up the detective business . 
I don't  kno\1' who's at t i1c  bottom o f  
t h e  th ing, but some one's using t h e  fur-
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l " l .tc nl l lg  ] ,u,; i n cs ,; lu ruin me ; Qn<l h e' l l  
d "  i t .  i f  yuu d u n ' t  p u  1 1  m e  out.  I can ' t  
a fford t o put in another t ktectiYe, "·ho' l l  
fi nd out no t h i ng . I ' m  ''thpected my,.;d f . 
\\.h y, t he re ' ,; a gon·rnment det en i 1·e on 
t h e  t r a i n  t h i" yery moment,  t ra i l  i n� !1ll� : : :  

" But  y u u  G1n ,;]W \\. a cLan ,, J J c·c· t : 
I l ick sat a.�h a.; L .  

" I t ' ,;  j u"l  '' h at I can ' I . . .  repl ied H o\YC 
,.; ] u \Y h· . . . u : J k .;,.; yuu ran cat ch those 
\Yum�n .  :\ "  oue 

·
w h "  d< Jc,.;n't know the 

place can d u  i t . l ( ,.; J i l l  good co n fid i ng 
i n  a g"n�rl ! l lleut dl'tect in�. The \\·omen 
arc guiug tu get out at you r u w n  :-:L·c t i u l l .  
fur t h e  , ·"ndunor told l l l <: "'·' · ,\ 1 1  yuu 
kiY<: t u d , ,  i ,.; to ,.; i t  t hl're t i l l \'llU c�;tch 
t hL'lll . \\" l 1at ',.;  t h <:  m �l ! t n ) " ll

-
e ,.;top ped 

n,·n·uu,; ly . " T h e  t ra i n ' .; .;]o,,· in g u p . "  
" For llll' . . . ,;aid H u : : t i J J �d "n hbnk h- . 

• · l ,,-�b ;.;< J i l l !:(  tu gl'l u ii· a n�l go back ft;r 
m 1· t h i tw-; . "  He had uu taqe for t h e  
hi-;ine,;,.; 

'in front o f  h i m
. 

h u t  h e  h a d  t h e  
''L' J � .;e to ,.;l'e t h at }l owe'.;  t roul>k \Y:J,.; rea l ,  
�1 nd that  t h l'rl' \Yas i l l l  t i ml' t o  d" a m·
t h i ng ] ,ut  :l',.;.:nt  or r , i.u.;c to h e l p h iri1 . 
" l ' m  han gc:d i f  I ' d  , [ . ,  it f ur any one 
ebl'," he ""·me rdtwl�: n : l y . " I ' l l play 
ranger-dd•.:ct i \·e  fur  l l l l c  nwre week , and 
t hat\ a l l l ' l l  do, C\Tn for 1·uu. I don' t 
1rant to track do1r n  \Y < J lllc' J i. but I ' l l  do 
m 1· be,;t t o- for a \\Tck."  -

. .  \Vel ! ,  l ook .; ]nrp. t hen ." said ll o \\"C 
pee1·ishly.  " 1 lun't  kt tlwm ,.;ee you get
t i n g  out o f  the train." 

D ick cursed conc i,;l'h·. l i e was not i n  
a mood t o  care 1rhu .;a ,;· h i m  a ,;  h e  s1rung 
h i msel f from t he tra in .  

But  Rosamond \\' ehh, st i l l  s taring 
from the pa r l or-car w i ndow, started w it h 
amazement at the sudden s i gh t  of a l i t he, 
fam il iar  li J'Ure at the side o f  the road. 
The tra in

.� 
had ,.;lmwd t i l l  it nearlv 

stopped, an(l .;h e  h a ( l time to see D i<'k 
H unt i n gdon get h i ,.; balance w ith out ;m 
e ffort , nnd ranish into t h e  \\·oocls .  

" \\'here one can h c:1 n h e  be goi ng ? " 
she tbuu , .·ht  dazcdh·. T h L·n· '"a" no sta
t ion to �c seen. t iwugh t lwy h a d  long 
been running th rough l .u ron Park. l lut 
where h L· \\Tnt 1ras no busi ness of 1\lrs .  
\\'ebb's. She gl anced u p .  t o  sec E l i za 
aml her n c1rl\· made friend starin,g out 
o f  the ir \\· inclo1r a� siH• h�d starer! . 

" That's not a stat i o n . "  E l iza's head 
returned into the car cl i,.;appointedl�-. " I  
th ou gh t 1re must he arr iv in,g . D idn't I 
see a man get off ? " 

' · I don't  kno \1· , "  rl'l urnccl IZo,.;amoml 
.;to l id h· . D ick H unt i ngdon ,,·as certain
l y 110 IJu-; i nes.; u f  E l iza's. She l ooked ttl' 
1rith anno�·ancc. to see a man ,,·]w had 
stru l l ed intu the car from thl'  om: beh ind 
stop d ead by her,  as i f  both qu c-;t ion a nd 
a n"n·r intere,.;tl'd h i n f. 

" \\'hat kind "f a man ?
.
, he a'kccl pc:r

emptor i ly . He \Y�b t he same red- headed 
stra! lg"L'l' \\" ho had been ,;o cuigmatica l l  y 
rude al >uut E l iza',.; hat in the s tation , and 
'< l!lll 'h"''" l i b  pn>enn· gan: R osamond a 
.;tar t . � h e  madl' 1w a thwer ,,· ha tcn·r t u  
h i ,;  q UL·.;t i un .  a n d  neit her o f  t h e  ot her.; 
ha]'] 'l' I l<:d to h ear i t .  Field had turned 
dct�tch,·d l y  a 1v�n·. and E l iza h a d  c l a p j 'c:d 
] Ju t h  h : t n d s  t o  hn eyes. 

' '  ( l i l : , . ,;he 1va i kd .  " Do yuu ,.;uppo,:e 
h L· 11 a' a train-rol >her ? T h t·s,· a 1v fu l  
''.""d.; lou k. j ust l ike a p Ll cl' fur c J l l e  t 1 1  
h ick." 

'' I [ h ,· 1vas, I guess he got a l l  h L· 
Cl lllL' l·< > r , "  ,;aid t h e  red- ha i red man. l i e  
gr i " n :d :1' h e  .� la nced conrth· a t  E l iza' .; 
hat ,  and h i d  h i ,;  m i rt h by l �·ani ng on·r 
l.Z < b<llll l l iHl ',.;  slwu ldn tn qan· out uf t he 
11 i ml " ''. : t t  t he ,-a n i -; h i n g  track. 

" I d o n' t t h i n k  \ \  e sh ou ld ,; top,"  e x -
c l a iml'd E l iza . " I  don' t bel ien i t ' ,.;  
safL· . "  

" I ,.;]wu ld t h i n k  it  1vas perfec t l y  safe 
for you to stop anvwh ere, " said Field 
n·a.;.;u rin .� I�-. and on! y Rosamond caugh t 
t h e  .;uddc·n i n .;oknce of h i ,;  tone . E l iz�1 
d i d  l ouk ,;a fe. unlc.;,.; i t  \Yas from a h u n 
g r y  \Yu l  !', l m t  1( . ,-;amoml d i d  no t intend 
t u  han: a n  impl'rt inent stranger tt� l l her 
so. She turned t o  stare ici h- a t  F iel d . 
\l" llL'n sudden! y E I iza g i ggled . 

" Let me present you to my stepmother, 
:\I rs. \Yebb- ?\ I r. Field . "  said ,;he . ,,· i th  
\\'ebhto\vn's best manm· r. " H e's going 
t o  J .urnn Park. t l lo ."  There was sonw
t hing in h er n1ice that terri fied Rosa 
mom!. S h e  had a lwavs known th at 
E l iza wa,.; si m pk. hut

-
shl' had nen�r 

dreamed she \Y nu l < l he i n fa tua tcll with.  
t lw fi r�t -;tra n :.;e man who t ook a m ·  no-
tieL' of  her. 

. -

" :\ f l· good ness ! " she thought ; " r 
h n j <e I ' m not go i n� to h ave trouble ,,· i t h 
E l iza.  S h e' s  q u i n· id iot enough to haw 
told th i"  man she has half a m i l l i on of 
her m1· n.  and h e  mav he o n r  o n , · .  for a l l 
I kno lL " S h e  gave

. 
F iel d th e  curtest n f 

bo\1·,; aml turned a \Yay. I t  wa,.; not to h: 
i ntroduced to u n welcome stranger.; t h a t  
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�he h ad rdrai ned frum �peak ing to Dick 
l l u n t i ngdon . I f  �h l' h ad tu he 1rurried 

,,· i th men, shl' ,,· i�lwd i t  migl 1 t  ) Je
" Anvlw\1' ,"  she i n terrupted h er�L" I f, 11· ith 
i n j u r'y , " I > i 1·k need n ' t  h a 1·e hurried uut 
. , (  till: t ra i n . " Ami in l 1 er i l l ogical 
grutl gc �l ga i n:;t ])ick fur llt Jt rec·ugn izing 
he r �;J lL' ditl nu t not ice the n:d - h a i red man 
l L'<l\'C t h e  l'Jl'. 

S I I L' ,,. l , u l d  h<l iT r,rg"t t c:n h i m  com
plct, ·h·  i t. ' � ll'  h ad J w l  k·,·n �ud den l y 
;J II'<l l'l' u i' h i s \'l l i c · L· i n  t h e  ! .u r o 1 1  Park �ta
l iun add r ,  . .  ,s i n g  some pc·r,on un�el' J l .  

" Sn ' l nng." i t s:1 i d .  " l  f f d o n ' t  mak e 
g < H >d use o i' th< JSl' i';d;c ladies, I ' l l  cat the 
q nut  one '� h at : " 

R o';llll < >nd turned her head .;h; ; r j > l y  ! < 1  
��T ,,· J w  h ;l d  l H'en ad d n·.;�ctl . Thnc \l' ; t s 
1 1 1 1  one ,· i si l dt.:  l >u t  \ f r .  Fie ld .  l anguid 
l y  ' l J ' J lL'<l r i ll "  from t h e  h;J ' 'gagc-n H > l1 1

. 
and ];O;�l'S� ing !7i nN: l r or l hc·

'
�m·i l in �  l ·: l iz;J ' ,; 

suit -C":�:;c. 

\ ' 1 1 .\ P I ' E R  I l l . 
l l l ' :\ T  T i l E  1-: .\ :\ t ; I-:R. 

I F D iC"k H u n tingdon had h urried out of  
t ! 1l' t r;J i l l .  he < 'L'l'l <l l l l l \' d u l  n " t  l :ccp 
on h u rry i n g . .•\ :< t i lt" ·r< � a <bi •.k  J q· u .;h 

\\ I J I >d c losL:d hL· h i nd h i m  lw l i t e1 ] ' i i 't.: .  rc
:; lrainetl h imst:l f f< �rl ' i h l v  f r"m "'·c:Hing 
: l l l d ,  i n,;tead o f retu n l i n� to h i ;; r ; :n gt·r ' ,; 
hut hv a short c u t  o i' h i> ( } \I l l , ca,q h i m 
sel f cim,·n UJHkr a , ·om'l'n icnt  l >u,;h and 
opcn<:d a nL'\\'S [J:lper.  l-I e l 1 :1 rl I H > ll ,'( h t  

t h e  paper f rom a l lC\\'�hoy i n t h <.:  t r u i n , 
and rcmcmlwrl'd l l i i \1. 1 h a t  be h :�d hl':Jrd 
n oth ing of the grea t ,.,·orld fnr a fort
night .  

" I 'm i n  n o  h u rn· to hu n t ,,·omen t n  
gruun t! , a ny1ray," s a i d  he nus,;l y. " ( > f  
course. i f  \Yh at Ho\\'c ,;a 1·:; i:; tn11 · ,  I !Ol 
"n l y t l J ,, ] 'n·,;icll·nt hut t il ;, 11·h ol c J .uron 
Park c:umpany·�  i n  :1 lllCS>, hut  T don ' t 
consicler t h e i r  v ice-pres i d e n t  u nder any 
"hl .igation t o  pu l l  t h �: m  o u t  of it-L' .'.: <.' <:pt ,  
or  course. H owe. I d n  n ,,. , .  snmcth i n ,: �  to 
H ol'>l'.  .1 -halln ' '' T l v  >ta red at h i s  
lll'\Ysp:�per  a:; i f  i t  \ITr<' g o i n g  to L ite .  
" T .nron P a rk " 'tnod nu t on the first 
p� ge. 

LURO?\ P.\ RK SC.\ '; ] )  \ L.  

H T G J T  O F F I C I ALS 1 :\VOLVFD. 
. \ n d  ,;n nn fo r Ji1·c l i ! ic'  uf ! J ig type. 

undc:r  wh i ch one �ma l l  J >ara g :·�1 J ;h l uokec1 

in,; ;gniti('a n t .  ] ; u t  it 11 as  not. :\ l r. H un t

i n gdon fuund l l inN: l f  read ing it tlazL:d ly 
o\·cr l.t lld u\·cr again : 

Ful l owing np the recen t rumors concern 
ing the poaching- sc;mdal  in Lnrnn Park, i t  
h a s  lJl'en discovered t h n t  one of the com
pany 's highest otlicials looks anything but 
blameless.  The hca\'cr furs alone which arc 
sa it! t o  ha \'C been taken in  the park come 
t u  a large stun, whose ligur�...·s arc an open 
sc·crl'l t o  the· well infurmL'U,  as arc al so those 
of  t he larger sum s:1 id to have been paid to 
the gen t l eman in qnt·s t inn f o r  his  s il ence or 
h i s  assi stance in the mat ter. His arrest may 
be only a matter o f  <bys. ] ndecd, the whole 
Luron Park Company seems t o  he in a pnsi
tion from wh ich it cannot extricate i t sel f 
tuo soon, or t < • n  openly-i f either openness 
or  e x t rication i s  possi l.>k. T h e  govemmcnt 
duc.s tl<ll pr,tccl  a t r: 1ct  o f  c uun t ry w i t h  
prohibi tory game- l a w s  for  t h e  l.Jctll' lit o f  
c i t h n  o n e  m a n  " r  a corp<lration 1vhich 
chooses to  usc i t s ownership for pla in thci t , 
and makc.s i l l -gotten n tnncy hy t h e  mtt rdcr 
uf the fur- bear ing a 1 t i m a l s it o;.;knsihly 
protects. 

T here \\'a,; aLsolutc l�· nu n: pressi un on 
D i l·k lluntiugdou\ facL· as l t 1· t •Ut duwn 
t h t: pa pt.:r. I le r"sc, del i berately re l i t hi�  
] ' i j • c·, and as d c l ihcra t c ly ad,lrcs,;�:tl th e 
d c· a f  ,,·uud s around ] l im : 

" That  st:ttks nw, " he s:�id.  " I [ I 
kll'c to track s i .\ ty \\' I J!ll l' l t  t l lwugh th i ,; 

l ' ] ; u:c: to do it I 'm guing tu r1 ,h old l l u \\'e 
out uf t h i s  llll.'"-and 111 \·s�: l f, too,  fur 
tk1t mat t l'l' . ! suppose I '.m in w i t h  the  
cumpa n y. T h e  pap�:rs <'CI Il thww a l l the  
I J J LHl t hey l ike  : J t  W'. so l o 1 1 g  a,; I ' ve t i me 
to arrangt: that  noJ Jt.:  u f  .it > h a l l stick." 

l !ut, though h e  �poke eas i l y  enough ,  
he gave his �trong shou l d ers a n  angry 
shake i ns ide h i >  ra 1 1 ger's coat.  I t  11·as 
; � < : t t l 1 a t  1 11.: h a d  a n y  p i t y  fur t:i th er t l 1e 
Y"u ng, \'c i lec l woman in bl ack, or h er 
stout cm11pa nion in t h L· a w fu l hat.  I f  
t h ey chm;L' to play a man',; ,'(am<.:, thcv 
.; ] w u l cl I J L' t rea ted ; :s  l l l t: J I ,  and put i n  
j a i l : l mt the cl " i n g u l'  it 11·as n u t  ;1 l l ur i n g. 

l l u n t ingdon 11·alked moru s e l y  o!l \\·ard 
t ) ; ,·,mgh h �:avy t imber. kec p in ;� > < � i lle sort 
ui' l ine hollll'IY::tnl nwre l ,v i ns t inct tklll 
:n1ythii1g el ,;e. He \Ya:; a1;gry and upsl't 
at the si tua t i on he was in,  l l u t  he made 
good t ime, for it \1':1� hare su ns et w;ten 

he emerged from the t h ick woods u p o n  a 
�crc;p of c le:�ring : mel h i :;  " ''·n l og h u t , 
"n t h L· �hore� o f  the ( )  x-T"nguc R in:r. 
c\t ,.; i:-;ht o f  t h e  man 1dJU came from the 
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L u t  a,; lll' appro:1 , ·hed, D ick's hruw 
c ka rnL 

" l ! a l lo . ,\ nd rc\1·,; � "  he ;;aid.  \Yi t h  
;;omct h i n g  o f  n.: l ic i". f o r  here \Y�b .1 :1 ::d l y 
in this cl istastdul l msiw.; . ;  \Y h ·.Jm h <: l1 acl 
forgot t eiL i\ ndre11·,;, d < mr ::mel s i k D :: .  ·w � s  
the: on ly person i n  Luron Park 1 .  he · . .  � H  
un cl er no i l l u,; ion,; as  to H un t i n gdon s 
ide nt i ty, being an old friend h a p p i l y  d is
cuven.:d t here, and a person not to l 1c 
despised i n  fair fi gh t or o t herw ise . D ick 
sat clown in  t h e  cab in cloon1·av, aml dc
l i\·erecl h i im-cl f  hri e lly o f  the - evenh o f  
th:: morning.  

" \Vomen and nc\\·spa pL·r,; ."  sa i d i\ n
d reiYS s l o w l y. l l e  sl apped a hard h a nd 
on t he papn he had j tbL rL·ad . " [ .��m·s,; 
catching t h e  11·onwn's t h e  on l y \'; a y  t o  
fi gh t  t h i s , "  h e  \I'L' n t  o i L  " l\ l r . H o wL:'s 
r i g h t .  i\ I r .  D ick-" 

I I  F o r  goodn ess' sa ke "-- 1 )  i c k  \\ a,; ru r 
iled-" remember l ' m  p la i n  l l uu t ,  t lw 
ra11 g�r . ' ' 

" [ f vuu \\'CIT." rctortccl A nclrl'\YS, ' ' T 
\\'OUJtiJ/t lJL' t a l k i ng.  ! f \'OU take 111\' acJ
y i ce you ' l l  eith er :-lc·ar oi1t a nd lw �-our
sc· l f �is qu ick as you can, or l'l sc· \'< J U  ;·a t c h  
those wonH:n-on the qu i et . l i ke :'. I r. 
H owe savs-aml han� a c l ea n  fan� tn 
sh o w  i f  an y one L'OI11L'S rnu nd sthjlL:l't i l i g  
_1'011. Th ere 's n o  know ing what gu ide 
in the park isn't mak ing muncy out o f  
fu rs, and ready t o  put a kn i fe i n  you for 
stopp i ng i t .  D i l lon,  the superintendent, 
is st ra i gh t , hecau,;c he's too big a foo l to 
I H! anyth ing else,  hut the rest  may kno w 
who vou are as wel l as I do ; and it won't 
l ook 

-
wel l  i f  they te l l i t  t o  a governmen t  

detective to save t h e i r  o wn sk i n:; . " 
" I  know," said D ick wrat h fu l l v .  " Hut 

we can 't do anyt h i n c;  t i l l  t o --morrow . 
The women w i l l  

-
spcn ; l t h e  n igh t at the 

hot<:! .  Let's h an' d i n ner. I ' m  stan·ing." 
" I  guess I ' l l  h ave mo re of  a n  a p pl' t i t c  

a f t n  \I'C catch the \\'omen," g ro1Ylecl h i s  
,;uborcl inatc . " I ' l l  t ake r a n :  o f  t h i ,;  cncl 
of the trai l ,  and 1 'cl soonn 1la\'c to li gh t  
wi l dcat,; barehandL· L l .  \- l l\1 m i nd your
sc· l f. l\I r. D ick . You d o n ' t  know an y
t h i n e; abou t th <:m sort of l\' , l!11en ."  

The im i tation ran ger h a d  n o  desi re to. 
hut  h is only respon se \Yas a l augh . 

Tn a casual observer i t  lrould have 
SL'l'tncd that he occupi ed t h e  next morn· 
i n o- i n  idleness. hut it was an icllencss 
thZt took him anrl h i,; c�mne to the on ly 
phn·s wh en · \\' o nw n .  ( ' \  c' ! l  i f  t h L·\· were 

poach l'r . .;' carrier�, cuu1d cotn(_' i n t u  b i �  
cl i ,; t r i t ' l .  1 l u t  tlwre \Yas n c itlll'r gu ide n u r  
,.;t r�l l i ,L;'.' r •' l i rr i ng anywhere, and for once 
t here 11·as \l i l t  a n  i l l i c it trap to he found. 
! l ic k  had broken u p  about  t 11·enty tral" 
i n  h is l irst  11·eck a , ;  ra nger .  He ;;uppo:'L·d 
tlw man Ill' h ac! c au g h t ,  and been fo, J !  
c ' l l lUgh to l e t  s l ip . had ,;ct  t h em , for cn
L; i n J r  t h ere \H're n one nml'. A t  sunsl't 
l l u n i i n gclon deci clccl wrath fu l l v  that  h is 

day 1 : :1 < 1  hcL· n  \\·as tccl. and the �nnnen he 
hac! h:t'll l o o k i n ;.; for gone i n to some 
other d i,trict.  w here thcv \You l cl he a ;  
l':\SV 1. o lav h a ntb on as

- a nec d k  i n  a 
l llnicr c o f  hav ; also that  there \1-�ls goin c·· 
t o  h: a t lnn{dcr ·:-;torm tha t 1ro u l d  'catci ; 
h i :n li 1·,. m i l e,; !' rom lwme. D i L·k had 1w 
u ,;c fuc  t h e  p:\rk thunder- storms, and 
, \nd rL'\1·:,; ' ,; stea m i n g  c l othes \You l cl ] ,  ... 

t�nough f < l l' one hut in one cn·n ing. I I  c 
got du1rn to h i :; canoe a nd t h e  r i 1·er at a 
run , :1 1 1 d  l l l l  t i ·: c· ,;horc  ;; tuppL'cl d L·ad.  

T h ·,·r:· liTH' t11· u canoe,; com i ng U] ' 
,; trcam i 1 1  p la in sight .  I\I urc, they wer-: 
e1-cn n " ". clra\\' ing i n  to  l and in t h L· m·ar 
est con· : and.  a t  t h e  look o f  t h e  o u t fi t ,  
t h e  ;;h : l ; n  r�l i l l.(L'r , ·ha n , ··cd h i ,; m i nd about 
h is 11·a,;tcd d��Y- .� 

" I t ' ,; Ill\' la c l i L·,;, ancl alone." said lw 
gr im ly . (I c sl i p ped his  ranoc i n t o  the 
1ratn ancl \\' i ' ' ' ' led i t  s i l en t l v clmrn t o 
ward the· par7�. cl o ,;e i n  n;\'l'r o f  t h e  
shore. T h L: t 11·o m e n  who paclcl lecl t h e  
canoes were gu ides . ( >ne.  who w o r e  a 
heard , li e kn e 11· . though not hy name . 
Dick ch ecked h i s  canoe beh i nd a con
Vl'n icn t rock to watch them and the  two 
women, and the  Jirst cold blast o f  the 
comin,c; ,; t orm S\\T ] > t  o1·n h i m  unnoticed, 
for at c l ose range one uf th e \Ytnncn was 
not thL· sort h e  had expected . 

To t he h orror ancl rage o f  E l iza,  Ru,;a
monrl hac! " gm1L: into L 'ulurs . "  She wore 
a tan d ri l l .  plain and short-skirted ; but 
i f. t h u ,; a t tired , she reminded D ic-k of a 
c h i l d .  i t  1\'aS no t o f  any ch i l d he h ad C\'L'r 
k il l l \\' lL  For one t h i n e;, t he· SL'\'l'n vcar,; 
tha t h�Hl pa,;,;ecl ' i ncc,  he had Sl'l'l; l l l� r  
lwei i'1 l l l'd out h e r  Jigure t o  u n �·,_ ·cogniza
hlc  hl'anty. t o  a grace of  \Y l l i , · h  a w i ry. 
l ong- l L-,c;cc;eLl  girlhood hac! g i 1-e 1 1 IlU p rom 
i,;c. E n n  i f  Rosamu nd Ford hac] I H'en 
in hi,; mind-\Y h ich she \\':IS n o t-- I H: 
\Youl d ncYcr ha1·e connected her  imma
ture g irl i sh image with that o f  the 
\\·oman she had grown into.  

For another t h ing, he got no 1·i e w  o f  
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h e r  face:. T h e  green, un 11 h o l c :;l lm L' I ight 
uf t he com i n g  :;tunn shu\\ eel ou t her 
h c i g l i t  ami I i t h e ne,;s l ike a p in ure as she 
,; ] > rang frum h er ca noe to the s lwrv. and 
w a i ted fur the  second ''"ma; 1  to j oin 
h er ; and. eYen 11· i t h  her b�tck t ur m d  to 
h i m.  i t rushed over l J ic k  ll u n t i n gclon 
t h e n  and thcre-aml a fterward he was 
gl ad t o  remem ber i t-that  e i ther h i,; man 
h ad l ied, or he had m i :-;takcn ide1 1L i t ies. 
T h i s  11·a,; nut the sort uf girl 1vh u  cuuld 
enT h a\'C l >een in j a i l  fur shoj > l i f t ing.  
T here 11a s a s weet,  bri l l ian t s r:nu i ty 
ah"ut her. L'\·en \Y h i k  she l >alanccd l!cr
,,c ] f < > I I  a s i i ] > j JcTy nwk a n d ,;h adcd her 
eye,; \Y i t h  l 1ut h h<�r h a n cb from the  l ight  
" r  t h <.� coming s turm. 

" I du n ' t l ll' l i L·n· that girl ever th ough t  
'( ) f  iur- poac h ing."  l J i c k  cunun e n t cd l > i a n k
l y. T h L· p;trty 11 a :-; cv- i d L' l l t l y  :i\ • ' i ' l ' i i tg 
11 h LTL' t hey were fur t h c  n i g h t ,  i 1 1  " [ll'll 
l i L'\1. u t· t h e  r i \'LT, a t h i n g  11 h i , · I J  n u  
] J ( );\ l ' h ns' �"- l w t 1\'L'L' I I :i \l' l J U l cl d o .  ' ' T h a t  
i >a i r  u l· -�

·
u i d l·, s h L' lws m u,t l w  id iot :; .  

\ \ ' 1 1 \· don ' t t h ey ;;ct t h e \ c l l h  ll ] > ?  , \ n y  
r ( ) u l  ( ' ( ) l\ l d  ,.l'C \\' h a t ' :; l ' t l l l l i n g . "  

l l c d< hL'd i n  ( ) J \  t h e  par ty, 11· ith cl i s 

a p ] > o i n !Td i n tvrL':it . : 1 1 1d  as l : e  < 'a ! l lL' \Yithin 
L'lt r - s l t " t  11 : 1s  a 11 c1 re o f  a i > i t tcr  , ·u nmwl ion.  
The t 11 "  g ll i dL·s \I LTL' ,; tand i n ;.:;  ,;u l k 1· am! 
\\ \ l l ' l'l' l< t i n ,  11 h i l e t h e  l >rot Jze - i la i rl'l l g i r l  
; tddn·ssed t i l e  s t o u t  lath·. w l lu  sat  skt 11· led 
i t t t he SL'C< >nd C\I JOl'.  !Zosam"nd had nut 
d a red t u  lean: L l i za a t  t he hotel ,  a ftt:r 
a l l .  I t  h a d  been a l l  s h e  ruuld d o  t u  drag 
h e r  a 11·a v  from Field and Fi <: l d ' s  de
n>tion : l ;ut  she  should s t �t \' ;\ 1\·ay . even i f  
i t  mea nt "JIL' tHling a n i ;.:; h t  i n  t i l�: ra i n . 

" \' o u  j ust  JIIIISI get uut o f  t h a t  L·anoe, 
I ·: l i z a . ' '  she :;a id fi rm! \·. " T-l urrv ! "  I-lcr 

v-uicc ch allgc:d as she tu mcd tu t l ;L. g u ides. 
" Please get thc; ten ts up n o w .  T h i s  lacly 
doc,;n ' t  rea l l y  m ean \l'hat  she :;a i d . "  

" l gue,;s n u t . ' '  rctu r n c·d t h e  h:arcled 
guide sourly .  E l iza !we! ev- iden t l y  sai<l a 
-�""d clca I .  H u t  h e:  t h a  \H'tl a,; R osa monel  
l oukcd at h i m . " \\'c: ' l l  get \'llll huusccl 
u p out u f  t i l L' r;t i n  a l l  r igltt.  m1 ,;s. D u n ' t  
l'<lll worry." 
· l{ osam ;md twdd ,·<l. and hent t u til e 
lnt J l c h c d - U ] > li gtt rL' i n  t h l' cano< · .  

" Do he sc nsi l dc . " she  sa id in a wh is
per D ick 11·as near enough to C<J l t 'h. " I 
d id n ' t  mc:an \'OU to sleep i n  a tent ,  but I 
, · o u l d n ' t  fore-see t l 1at  \Ye'd have a thun
d er-storm. and not l >c ab l e to go on. Get 
< •u t ,  do. and h e l p m e  1v- i th the things ! 

I f  you don't,  el'l:ryth ing \\· i l l he d renched 
he�·: ,re t h e: 

_
m e l \  gct,th c:  :enh

. 
tl p . "  

l \l' l lll t molT, s c u d  1 -. l !z a  s low ly, 
t h r"ugh 1 h t· :;ha 11' 1 t h a t  cw.Tn�d her head. 
" \\'c 11 ·ere ll l 1-iO to t h c; shdter hut at 
Smok'-' I .ake.  \. ou kno\\' you arranged 
en'Iyt h i l li!,  fur Smoke Lake ? " 

' ' ,\ rra nged ? \\' h a t  d id 1 a r ran ge that 
< > I H� n i gi1t 's go ing tu matter abuut ? Any
t l l i i tg that  I ' m go ing lu Smoke J .ake for 
c·an \Ya i t , "  n i ccl Kusamoncl, and the 
11 mds :;ta ggcred her u w;een h earer. 

" \\' l' l l , I ' m g"ing l l ll," snapped E l iza . 
" I ,,. , l ll ' t  slc·c · ] '  in t h e  \\'oocl a lone with 
t l\·u gu i d c:s l J Je\·er sa 11· in my l i (L'. I "
,; l l ,� :i l l ; ! t c l l l'd o rr h e r  s knd. d i sclosi n g  her 
l > L l c k  s i l k  ;mel gray bat-" 1 said 1 woul d 
l 1e at �; J n o k c  Lake to-morr o \\', w h atever 
y 1 1 u  d i d- an d I ' m  g o i n g � "  

' l ' h l' :nn;1 t '-'u r  < l L-tL'l ' l in: k·h i 1 H l  th e rock 
:;t artcd. They <• •<r< h is wome n , in spite 
of t i l l' \ ' < >u ngc:r une's l ooks awl her sweet 
1·u i < T : a nd if t lwv had a n·nde;: nm s at 
S n t " k '· l .a k c  it was up to h im to keep 
t l l c · Jn  J 'r"m gett i n g  t h ere . lie slw1·ecl h i ,; 
c;t n oc gen t l y out in to  v iew.  hut R u:,a
l i t o m.l d id n"l n o l i n· i t .  A n  aw fu l sus
] > i c iun ah"ut F i e l d h a d  come un�r her  
11 i t h  E l iza's  ul �:;t i nacy ahuut  Smoke La ke 
- -;t ,;usp i , · i un t ha t  sh ou l d not turn i nto 
Ca<'t i f  ,;lw d iu! Cor i t .  

" < ;d olll : " S h e  spok e \'l'ry quietly, 
Lut at  som l'l h i ng i n  t l ll' l·acc: of her once 
meek stcpnwt h er J -: 1  iza d id beg i n  tu ge t  
o u t .  S h e  ruse. :;.taggl'l'r:cl. a nd n carl v fel l  
i n to the 11·at cr a : ;  she 1va:; a 11· �ue uf  Dick 
beh ind her.  

" ;\I r .  Field : " she sncamed. " < l h .  
1\ l r. Field,  l th oug h t wc:'d m i ssed you ! " 

" 1\ I r. F ie ld !  " gasped R osamond . 
T hen i t  \\ a:; true t h at E l iza h a d  p l anned 
lo meet h im. �' h e  swred , with al lj cl't 
r e l ief ,  at the c:tra nge man whu 1ras l a nd 
ing. and then caught her breath . l t \\'as 
no stranger, hut ! l ick l l u nt in ;�don aga in , 
st i ll in t lw queer ruugh c l o t h es t h a t  \l' ere 
so u n l ike  h i m.  I n  hn surprise: R osa
lllO iHI  st ood spccc h l es,; as i ) i c k  touk off 
h is c;1p .  

" l 'c l  I Jc t l l'r  help you , " he  sa icl l >ru:; k l y .  
I f  Rosanwnd had a good memory, h e  
had not .  ;--.; ' '  fa i n t<·,.;t t lwu g h t  o f  her 
iden t i t y  C<lmc tu h i m .  llc:; idc:s.  t he \\' <Hd 
" help " stuck i n  h i :; t h roa t ,  used as i t  
11·as tO\\·, uc l  11· omen it 1 1  a s  h i :; l msi n�:ss t o 
betray, and h e  d i e!  not l ook at h e r. 
" Yo u've n o  t i nw to ln,;e, madam, i f  yuu 
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want tu keep dry," he adj urc:d E l iz:t 
sharply. 

" I ' m  not go i ng to I l L· trapped i n to 
doing anyth ing," �nappetl E l iza.  :\Ir.  
H untingdu! t 's  c l o thes d i d  nut ret·ummend 
him to her .  and �he ''""� UlliY i l l ing to be 
ordered alH J U t  l Jy a �trange g u idl·. 

" Be qu i l' l , "  �aid R o,;amund s ternly.  
She turned to face D ic k  and reca l l  hn
sel f t o  h i s memon·. I-I i,;  name \Yas on 
her very l i ps. wh e t{ ,;omctl t i ng i n  h i s  face 
froze it  Lack. 

" l\ l y-my s tepdaughter  is  n eJTous , " 
she began to stamnll'r i ns t ead .  

" Your ;; •hat ! . .  En:n t o  a m a n  \Yho 
could not h e l p  adm i r ing hn t he g ir l \Y::ts 
palpably l oo king fur m >nk :md t o  e x 
p la i n  t h e  stout mm1�\Jl a,; h e r  " tl']J
daughter '"�lS p l a i n  t w t tsethe. D ick had 
no des ire to \Yatch lH:r l i e  to h i m .  enn i f  
s h e  m;re a t h ie f. l i e turned h i ,; gaze 
coldly t oward the horizon.  

Something host i le  i n  the  i n !L'rrup t ion. 
and th e i nd i fferent .  a n: rt cd face added to 
Rosamond's co n fu ,; ion. 

" l\I y stepdaug ht er is  netTous," she re
peated weakly. " S he ha,; not l lc·en u,;ecl 
to this," wa\· ing her hand at a su liic i ent l y 
forbidding landscape ; ' ' nor to tenb am! 
guide,; .  She i -; afraid th ey may nut be 
trust\vortbv . ' '  

" They're perfect ly so," ;-;aid D ick tlry
ly, remembering t h a t  th e ;-;peaker \\·as n o t . 
" l\Iuch more so than the \\·eather \\·e' re 
go i ng to have. I f  your stepdaughter is 
wise she w i l l  let me help her ou t o f  that 
canoe." 

" I  \\'On't ."  said E l iza fla t l v .  " O h ! "  
and sh e screamed.  A sucl:len viull'nt 
stream o f cold air had s w i rled her ;-; i lks 
around her, the l ightning seemed t o  fi l l  
t h e  ".hole ;-;ky, and s h e  flung hersel f  
bod i l v  into D ick's arms. 

l\II:. H untingdon, stagger i ng under t h e  
impact, hauled her l > rusk l �· t o  d n· l a nd .  

" Cet  u nder a t ree hdore the ra i n  
come,;." he orde red curth·. and , ]wutl'd 
something to the gu i d e•.;, ,;.] 10 \verL' \York
ing franticall y  at t h e  t e n h .  

Hut  i t  '"a' t tHJ b i e .  T h: lh J > ] • i n : ; can
va, ;  tlew from their  hands.  -'P l i t  t< > ra gs 
\Y i t h  a snapping c r: 1 s h .  and ,._·as ;-;n:1lch�·rl 
:1 \n\- on? r  t h e  t n:'L· - t op�. \\' i t h  t i l ·: :;tart
l in_�

-
l >cl l o v.- o f  tlmml e r  d " '' n c:1mc the 

rain, wh it� �mel ,;ol id a .; s b n ' i n g  swords. 
" Th a t  settles i t ."  said D ick grimh·. 

Fat e \\'as cer t a i nl y p l ayi n ·� i n t n  h i,; h ancls 

a.s l t >  , ·a td1 i ng his fur-carriers. but he 
hatl no p l easure in the j ob. " You c:: n' t 
stay h e r e . "  

A tan figu re Hashed to h i s  ,;ide t h rough 
t he tumu l t  o f  \\· i n d  and rain, tlung a 
waterproof abou t t h e  terrified E l iza.  and 
paused an instant !Jcfore i t  con fron ted 
him.  An oilskin sheet, :matched f rom t lw 
canoe, S\Ya t hcd the girl 's  b ead and ,;lwul 
ders, muffli ng a l l  Lut th e viviLl dark en·,; 
ancl the bronze hair that blew out nn{n d  
them i n  l i t t l e  r i nt ou ,; lock,;. I f  t h i ,; s t i lL 
i nimica l man \\·ere her D ick. wh om s l 1e 
had l oved girl ishly a hundred t imL·s ' "·er. 
lZusamond \Y�H not goi n g  to force hL·Fl'l i' 
o n  h i s  remembrance. S h e  m > u l cl nut  
L'\'l'n h�l \'L' �l l ( > k v n  tu him a:,.::a i n  i f  !illl' 
ctndd ha\·e hel p(:d i t .  

" \\'hat  can w e  clo .  then ? ' ' shL· d l' 
maPded as cas i l v  a,; ,;he  cou l d . " \\'t· 
can' t .:.;o h;Kk to t h l' h o t e l : i t ' ,; 1 1 1 11 < ' 1 1  t < > l l  
fa r. " 

I T  u n L i n,:.; < lon \H>U ld not look at c '.·c n a� 
much a,; h" could see of the l oveh·, e .\ 
cited face. I f  the girl \vas going tc; t u rn  
out t o  h e  a fur-ca rri�r. i t  \Y:\,.; none o f  h i .s 
hu,; i ncss tn t h i n k  her pretty.  

" You' l l  h ave to come home with m•c." 
he returned authoritati\·eh·. " I ' m-oiH: 
of the park rangers. I cim put you up 
for t h e  n igh t . Your tents arc no loss : l 
may be abl e to fix you up \\· i t h  bcttn 
o nes i n  the morning." And he might,  i t' 
he rlicl not ha\·e to send out for the pol i ce 
fi r;-;t .  H e  bund l ed E liza. now fri ghtened 
t o  s il ence, into her canoe, slwutt:cl some 
ord er s to the guide3, which sent them and 
their charges tlyi ng up t he O x-TOI!;..(lll' 
R iwr. and brought up the rear in h i ,.: 
O\vn canoe. 

" A  ra nger," thought Rosamond dum 
founded. : . Did· a ran ger : " She stared 
hack at him incredulously th rough the 
ra i 1 1 as he kept  his canoe twenty ya rds 
beh i nd hers . That e xpl a in ed h i ,;  qu�··r 
clothes.  But what on earth h ad mad(· 
I ) ick 1 l unti ngd on turn into a park 
range r ? He could ncither han l ost a l l  
h is nHm ey. n o r  h e  h id i ng from the police, 
n·t thc:<t' \YCre the o n l �- t\YO exp lanat i ons 
tk1t l'ame to her. 

" I  \nm' t  hel i cn· cithn of them," she 
t lwugbt angr i l �·. " D ick \Yould ncn·r rio 
a m·t h i n :; \\Ton g. anrl i f  he l ost  his moncv 
he. i,;n'�· 

t he kind to s i t  clown ancl let {t 
;;ta\· lo,;t. Besides. no matter what h L· 
ch ooses to he. he ' l l  ahYa,·s be just D ick 
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to nH.:-e\-en i f I never have the cou rage 
to tell him su." 

She d iscon�red �tHld en l�· that her guide 
"·a� speak i ng to her.  

" I guess yuu knn1· .\ J r . Hunt be
fore ? " he sa id slmd v. 

" KIll' ''. ;, •/w ! " 'gasped Rosamond. 
l l ad D i c k  dropl •c·d even h i -;  name ) 

T h e  man kaned for\\'ard ,,·here he 
knc I t , fac in g her . 

" I  f unt . t i l L' ranger." h e  ,;aid cau l i < >Us
h·. " I f vou d i : l .  l w i,;h 1·ou 'd tell  h i 1�1 
s;>meth ing. ;  it a i n ' t 110 hu,;.i nes.; o f  ·m im· .  
You tel l h im a man 11·ho came in  on the 
same train yuu did '"a' ta l k in�:; <lhout 
h i m  td the su peri ntendent last night .  and 
s:1 1· i n� h is name ,,·a,; n ' t  H u nt .  hut unh· 
so;m· t h i n .� l i kL· i t : �nH I  t h :l t he 1;-a;;n ' t  i ;1 
h ere for a r 1 �· g"od . pl a1· ing nnger.  I 
gu<!s,;ed 1·ou k i ll' \\' l l un t  the  'erond 1·uu 
l ooke-d :1t h im : and i f  vou do-\\·Jn·. �-ou 
te l l h i m  ll'hat  I ,;a1· . "  . . . 

R o:;am < >nd ,;at .; t : l r in ,g. She h ad known 
J ) i,_·k 1 I u n t i n _gdon. hut not the D i ck ll' h o  
c h o s <:  t o  he o u t  i n  t h e  \Hloch. masq�1er· 
ad ing under a shortened name. 

" \\'hat k ind of a m an '"a" talking 
ahnut h im ? "  she d emanded.  

" , \ red - h t•a r kd . l ong-necked cuss that 
sa id he l':as a detect ive , "  ans wered the 
gu ick. " So no\\' you know why H un t  
ough t to he \Yarned . 1 h aven 't got the 
fan: to cln i t- I know H u n t ' s  white-but 
\'OU could j u.;t  mention vou seen the man 
i n  tlll' t raii1 .  You mu,;t. han. anv1va1· ' "  

" ,\ detL·ct ivc : " Rosamond;,; ;ta rt 
ncar!�· U J >"e t the  can oL' .  Dctect i1·e, ur no 
detenive. it made her b o i l  \l· ith rage t o  
t h i n k  o f  a brute l ike the n.:c\-haired man. 
1v ho h a d  'st a red at her so i n the Toronto 
station, clarinr; to track a man l ike D ick. I t d id nnt d�\\'11 nn her that either h is 
star i n g  or h i s  \Yonb :1hou t i nn: n t i n r; h�r 
and E l iza , ·"u l d  h a n· had anyt b in.g to 
do 1v ith h i s  pursuit of H untingdon. It  
11·a.; repu l sion for him. pure and simple, 
t h a t  put lw r on Dick's side. For al l ;;he 
kn e11· Ill' m i.�ht he a crimina l  no11·. hu t  he 
had b(';itlll �1.' a ,t;L' n l lc m a n .  and he had 
been her  g i r l hood 's best friend . " A nd 
hesiclcs." slw conclu ded scornful ! \·, " I 
d o n ' t  bel ieve nne 1vonl that red-l;eaded 
m a n could say. r th ink mysel f that h e's 
crazv." 

AiHl pcrhap;; she did, hut. all the same, 
her h eart ,;ank as her guide th rust th e 

canoe's  h ead to th e shore. and she saw 

t l 1c  l ! u i  D ick l iH'll in. l i e  must l>c in 
t rouble io ha 1·e come to a ghastly, lonely 
J > lacc l ike t his. 

C I I .\ l 'T 1': IZ l V. 

SLC I I  as it \\'as.  :\ J r. l i unt ingtlon haLl 
g in·n o1·e r h is ,;i l ;1d� t u  his puzz l ing 
y j ,; i t p rs .  ;\ nd rt:\\'.; w:b nu syba r i te·, 

and t h e  place d i d  n ot look i nvi t i 1;g ewn 
11· i t h  a fire in t h e  < < > l' c' :mel a ftn a lwt 
su pper. Of th e· ll\l' l l l'l' t he re 1vas no .;ign. 
L : n tess he \\'ere in the l t:nh t h :lt had h�·c-n 
put up for the 1 1 l L'n,  ! Zo.;:l ll1 < l1Hi did no: 
know 11· hcre hL' 11·a."'. i >u t  ,;he 11·as going  
to  fi nd o u t .  a,; ..; : > < J l !  a:: .;h �: had settlc:.J 
·"'"mc:t h i n g \l· i t l !  1 -: l i z ; J .  . \ nd ,;he fro1Y11,·d 
:1.; ,; ilL' .,,· a l ked ! 1 1  t h :1t  ] : , , [ \· ' ,; <de. 

" .i re y<>u d r�· ? . , she �� ;ked . " Becatbl' 
i f  �-ou a re l \Ya nt to speak t o you ." 

El iza rnu ,;ed from a d t �zc h\· the ,.;\()\ 'c' .  
" I 'm m·a r h· L' X l l :llbtc'd. anti m1· h ead 

aches fra J i t ica
-
1 1 �- ."  she snapped. · "  I f  I 

t hought t ha t rangL·r man wnu ld n 't he i n  
I 'd go t n  i >ed- i r �-ou Cail cal l t ho..;e 
th ings beds. "  S h e  ind icated, \Y i t h  a 
sco rn f u l  g l �mn:. t h e  t 11·o bunks on the 
\\';J l l .  " I I e \\'on ' t 
slwrth·. " even 
out in

. the r:1 1 1 1 .  
E l iza." 

he i n , " said Ro samond 
i f  i t  m eans he has to sit  

l i e's ken awfu l l y  good.  

' '  \\' L· l l .  we c a n  pay h im ." returned 

1·: I i;.a, ycmn ing. " Though I don ' t h�
l ie,·e lw's much more tru,;t ii·Mtlw than 
t ho,;e horrid p;u idl's . I I L· ran· t  he · a gen
t lennn l i ke :\ J r. Field ; he has such com
mon clothes." 

" \\'e can't  dare o ffe-r h i m  mon ey."  
f-lared R osanwnd. " c\ncl a,; for h is not 
be i n g  a gen t leman , he',;-" But once 
more ,;he hit hark D ick's name . " \\'hat 
did \'OU mean," she asked ilbtead. " h1· 
ca l l i ;1 g  h i m  :\ l r . Fiel d 11·hL·n we fi rst mc.t 
h im ? . , 

" I thought he 1ras :\f r. Field." saicl 
E l iza in i n jured tone,;. 

" \\'h1· ' . You knell' 11-e l e ft :\[ r .  Field 
:H the h;)tc l ? " 

" I kno11· you t h ough t we did." r•> 
t urned Eliza 1vi t h a .t.; igglc. " Ru t  h �  
was go in g to j oin us a s  soon as h e  couicl 
catch up. He cou ldn' t get a gu ide 11 h e n  
we started. I (jUite though t the ranger 
II'J.» he at fiBt." 
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1\.osanwnd :;a t  stumu:d .  H e r  onl y rea
son for bri nging El iza un the canoe trip 
a t  all lwd been lo get h<:r mvay from 
Field,  :: md h e r  stepdaughter 's  l ack o f  
reluctance at the start had :;hed a ne1v 
1 ight on i t .  

· ·  l d o n 't ,;ec \l'hen y o u  t al ked t o  h im," 
!'.he cri ed . 

" I  ' '-e1·en E l iza culured-" l didn't  
go to bed when vuu d id ," she muttcred. 
" I went dmvn i i1 t he hotel parlor, and 
'\Ir. Field said h e  sa 11· \\ t: should never 
he able tu get on \\· i t lwut a gentleman." 

" Do you m �:an he cal m ly suggested 
j oin ing us, 1Yi thout being a,;k ed-that 
h orrid ma n ? , .  :hked Rusamuml sharpl y . 
• · ( ;uocl .�rac· inl.h. E l iz:1 ,  couldn't yuu see 
he was common ? " 

E l iza bristled.  
" I  cons ider :\ l r . Field a perfec t gen

t l eman. ' '  
" I f he: \\Trc l i e ·  11·oul d n ' t  trv  to  a t tach 

h i m :idf t o  tb, "  sa id Ros:nnui1d slmdv. 
. .  I d idn ' t , ·ome � >ll t here to  be fol low�d 
u p hy :;t rangc nll·n. \\'hy, for a l l  we 
ktw\\-, t h a t  horrid.  red-haired man who 
spoke to us at Toronto m i gh t  come along . 
t < :o .  H e  has ju:; t  a ;  m u , · h  r i g h t  t o . "  I t 
11 as spokc:n \\� i t lwut a tlwug

c
ht, but the 

o;ound o f  t h e  mml� terriiicd her .  Sup
pose be cl i d  com•:, I ll' fore she l1 ad \Yarned 
I lick ahuut h im ? (�ni tc  sudclen l v Rosa
mond knew that wl1atevcr Dick h :Hl done 
she \Ya:; on h is ,·, ide abo ut it. :-lhl· was 
not going to let him he taken una1vares, 
even if he IYere a murderer. 

" I 'm :;ure '\lr. Field was more than 
kind i n  offer i ng to  take charge u f  us. " 

muttered E l iza, and i t  :-;onnded su i n·ele
vant that Rosamoml ncarlv  a,;kcd her 
what she was talking ab;mt . " And 
you can ' t  stop him no1Y, fur he' l l  have 
started ."  

" I 'm nut \Yorrving about h i m . "  said 
her stepmother al l:'l'llt l i" .  " Go l<l heel, 
Eliza ! I ' l l  com'" in a minut e : l IYa n t  
some air ." 

She went out o f  the c:hack door. and 
stood in the soft ra i n t h a t  hacl su <Teeclecl 
the thunder-shu11·er. She < l id \Yan t  a ir, 
ancl time to th ink.  I t  was not  going to 
be easy to tack l e  11 ick. 

The simp lest wa\· \Yas to tel l  h i m  who 
she was, vet :\ I rs. \\'eb!J sh rank from i t .  
Dick hacf probably  forgotten thnc ever 
was a girl named Rosamond Furd. ur h e  
would ha,-c re•·r·��nized he r : and, i f  he 

were h id i ng i n  these woods t o  keep out 
of the 11·ay of a dctcct in:, he wouhl not 
thank e\·�.:n a fr iend o f  h is youtJ1 for 
calling him anything but H unt, the 
ranger. :\nd, uesicles a l l  that, the g irl 
who had been Rosamond Ford was 
ashamed to conf ess she had ever married 
J abez \Vebb, or any one else, j m;t for a 
home. D ick \\·tmld dc:;pbc h er. Yet, 
despise her or not, it had to be done. 

She looked up, startled, to sec h im at 
her elho 11· . I t  clitl not dawn on her that 
either he or 1\ndrc\YS hac! held her in 
sight  ever since she came, except \Yh i l c  
t h e  shack door was ;;afcly closed on her, 
yet her heart sank as he spoke . H is \·oicc 
was not the YOJCe of the man she had 
once known. 

" Did vou want anything ) "  Dick in
quired cl�tachedly. He \Yas angry w i th 
h imself a n d  t h e  \Yorld in general . H is 
fu r - poachers' : tssistanb had ht'l' l l  IJe
tra,·ed into his hands, hut there was 
nothing incriminating about them or their 
baggage. H e  supposed h is only course 
was to l et them go in  the morning, and 
then dog them secret ly  tu  the rcnclezn1us 
the stout \\'Oman had ,.;a id was arranged 
for Smoke Lake, but it \l'as a course t hat 
went against his grain "·ith women. 

" Y cs," said Rosamond sl md v. " I 
want to go any1Yhere <.:1-;e than - Sm oke 
Lake i n  the morn ing, and I wanted you 
t o  help me manage it ." 

The answer \l'as  so unexpected that 
I-I untingclon start ed . 

" You've onl v voursd f to consu 1 t a hunt 
Smoke Lake, ' ' he returned clrvh·. " I 
don't  know ho 1v I cou ld  he-1 ]) you . " 
Against his w i l l  he found himself l iking 
t h e  girl , and he did  not  \Yant her  to con
fide i n  him. 

" It 's  not I , "  said Rosamond impa
t iently ; " it's my stepdaughter. She ar
ranged to meet a man-uh � a h orri d sort 
of man-at Smoke Lake . and it simply 
means I IY<m' t  go there. And she \\'Oll 't  
go :my1Yhcrc ebr.: unless T drag her.  But 
that 's  onlv a tr it1e. It 's  n ot \\'hat I 
-,yantecl to 

.
see vou about. Please cume i n  

here out of  th � ra in . " 
She l ed the 1va v  into a l eaky lean-to 

that ran out frum th e shack. ami \Yas 
11- e l l  out of  ear-shot from E l iza.  It struck 
Dick mldlv that she did it as casually as 
if  she had

-
knmYn him all her l i fe. \\'ith 

a curiosity to st:e her fare,  he p icked a 



lantern out of a drv corner and l i t  i t .  
The l igh t struck clc�r o n  his o wn face, 
and sudden! y Rosam ond grew fr i ght ened . 
Suppose the rccl - h cackd detectiYe had got 
as far as t h i ,; a l ready , and was watching 
th L· ma n hc sought ! 

" Put out the l ight : " she cried, "· i t h  
q u i , · k  desperat ion . " You don't know 
w h o  m i gh t sec you. I t ' s  you I rcal l y  
,,· a n t  t o  ta l k  abou t .  You're i n  danger . 
N en�r m i n d  how I kno\\·. but I do kno\\· : 
ThL·rc's a detectin� l ooking for you. For 
al l I kno \\· h e  mav be h ere now. l t 's  
wl't and dark and Z1ui ct . You could get  
out o f  h i s  \\·av i f  von \YC n t  now . " 

For a mm;wnt . D i ck stood speechl l'ss. 
T here was sonll' th ing odd l y truth ful  i n  
t h c  g i r l 's \·o i n· : a n d ,  hcsiclcs. i t  \\ a :' 
qu i t e l i kel y t h a t  i l. l f om: was '"atchecl h e  
was abo, L':-<j>cc i a l l y  i f  he had been recog · 
n i zed i n  h i ,;  ran ger's clothes.  But  it  \Yas 
a cuol moYe on .t he part of a fur-carrier 
t o  get r id of him.  

R < >'anwttd llu ng hcr,;e l f past h i m  and 
put out t he l i ght .  

" [ SUJ > JH l eie you th i nk you 're none of  
my busi ness," she said faint l y ; ' ' but you 
are, in a '"a�·. I d on' t \\·ant h i m  to ' catc h  
y o u ,  bec�mse·-uh.  \'flU \Hm

'
t u nd erstand 

un less I t d l  ,.,nt somet h i n g  about m \·sd f 
first � I 'm IH;t�- I am-" '-

. 

" Be quiet." sa id D ick. I t  h eHl rush ed 
0\Tr h in t t h at i f  h e had been able to find 
and destro \· t \H�n t \· t rap� i n  th e district 
o f  t he ra;1gn h � b a d  displaced. that 
ranger might n· ry \Yl'l l h aYe been em
p l oyell i n  the i l l i c i t  fur- t rade : a n d  t h i ,;  
g i rl . w h o  Web i n  i t ,  too. b e  tak i ng him 
for h is predecessor. It made h er warning 
honest,  and not an attempt t o  get rid o f  
h i m ; bu t h e  had no des i re t o  h ear her say 
t hings he m ight h ave t o  usc a ga in st her. 

" Look here," he added suddenl y. " l 
don't want you to tel l  me one thing about 
yoursel f .  I may know more than I choose 
to say. H aven' t  you thought of that ? " 

To a woman who had never h eard o f  
the fur-carrying t raclc, and t hou ght on ly 
of the friend of her g ir l hood , the speech 
was I ike a blow i n  the face. It took al l  
Rosamond \\"ebb's strength t o  answer. 

" Yes," she said slowlv. " I have ; but 
I t h ough t perhaps you'cl trust me. I ' l l  
go now. ' '  Sh e could not talk any more 
to t h i s  man who klle\\· her and would 
not sa\· so. for h is 0\\'11 reasons . " I ' ve 
\Ya rn e(i you . I can't do any more."  

7.J.7 
The Hat d isappointment m h er voice 

startled Dick H u nt ingdon . 
" \Vait," sa id he roughl y. " Why do 

you lll L'd t ha t man i n t he m orn i ng ? 
You ' re a free agent . " That much h e  
c o u  lei sa v to hcr. 

" Free ? "  S i n ce D ick knc\\' her, and 
d id not c\·en pretend to he glad to sec 
her . it cou l d  not mat t er \Yhat  she sa id to 
h im.  " I ' m not free." sh e cried w i t h  
su dden frankm·,;,;. " You d on ' t  know the 
l i fe I 'n� I L·d for t h e  l ast t hree vears. 
I \·e m·vcr done one t h i n g  but "·ha t  I 
was to ld to- I 'ye j ust been in jail .' En�n 
out here I 'm not free : I h aye t o  d ra ::;  
E l iza l'l lll nd "· i t h  m e . ' '  

" J a i l : . ,  T h e  p l a i n  word start led h i m , 
t ! tough h L· h a d  kno \Yn t h e  fact.  

" ( >h, I d i d n ' t n1l'an t o  sav t h a t . "  S h� 
\': ; ts  not  go i n.t; to \Ya i l  to 

·
Dkk, of a l l  

people.  " I  j ust cal led it so to mysel f. 
H u t  I m i g h t  :t s w e l l  go hack to i t ,  i f  a 
m a n l m·H r saw t i l l  yl'stenlay is goi w.; 
t o fo l l m1· tn L' round here. \\' hy, I dic!t/t 
L' \'c!l ,,· a n t  to bring Eliza."  

" \\' l iy  did you ? " he quest i oned bl unt l y . 
" Because f hac! t o .  I c;m ' t go a ny

"·hcre \Y i t lwut h e r. But I lll'Yer dreamed 
she'd ,,·ant t o  tack o n  th i s lwrribic Field 
m an . too. H e  frigh t ens me . " 

H e r  \'oke ra ng flat and clrearv in the 
dark lean - t o, ancl  D ick felt a

· 
sudden 

sharp nnnpass ion for h er . Young, oln·i 
ousl y  brough t up l ike a l ady. utterly 
a lone e xcept for the stout woman, afraid 
of th e man who follo\\·ecl her. and own
ing up t h at she had been i n  j a i l .  He h ad 
not takl'n much s t < l<·k in h e r  d iscl osure 
about the det cc t in·, e xcept to ,,-ish i m 
pat ient l y that  l i L· l'lmld h a n d  th e w l w l l' 
busi ness oYer t o  h i l ll and get out ,  but h e  
cl id now. I h• d id n o t  \\·ant  <1 11\' fool o f  
a detective i nter fer i ng w i th h im : n o r  lay
ing hands on t h is poor child of a cr imi
nal t i l l  he was su re she dcsern�cl i t .  

A nd quite sudden! y h e  th ough t or a 
p la n  ,,· h i c h  m igh t let her out , if she were 
h onest. a n d  catch h er con federates at t h L' 
same t ime. H e  hacl no p it y for E l iza 
nor t h e  man waiting for her a t  Smob: 
Lake. The p l a n  \Yas no more nor !c  . .;.; 
t han h imsel f to oYcrsce Rosamond's j our
ney to S moke Lake,  secretl y and unseen. 
He wou ld be i n  a position then to drop 
on the stout \\'Oman and th e man she Web 
to meet ; in a position, too. to keep the 
girl  out o f  t h e  m eet ing . 
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:\ l r. J l u;: t i n _:; , ;\ i l l  : :wde no attempt to 

defend t h i � l i n e  P l  < 'O I J < l tl <'t . l i e  meant 
t o  fol l o w  it .  and t h a t  was a l l .  But he 
h ad no intent ion o f  con fi d ing it to Rosa

monel. I n  common decencv h e  must let 
her \YOrk out her O IY!l sal,-:it io n  and give 
him tang ibl e eddence o f  her horror of 
the man at Smoke Lake. 

" Look hen· , ' '  he said abruptly, " you 
wanted to go somt: ll' herc else than Smoke 

L ake, you saiJ. That 's  the only pl ace 
you call go t o  unl ess you t urn back ; onl y 
there an: t\I'U 11·a 1·s tu i t .  If  vuu chouse 
to take the r ight 

.
fork u f  th e rker it will 

take you str:1 i �;i l l  to the l ake :n H l  t i lt· man 
you say yuu d o n ' t  w a n t  to meet ; if you 
take t h e  l e f t  f<lrk you !lL'L'd ne ver see h im .  
I 'm n u t a t h· i s i n g  y o u  o n e  \Yay or the 
o t her. You can take ,·our choice i n  the 
m orni ng . But.  i f  you

. 
real l y  11·:mt help, 

l 'ye gin:n i t  to you." 
Rosamoncl m: t tk no :l i lS\\'l'l". I n  1 he cbrk 

D ick IYonclered i f  she 11 nc Lm_g h i ng at 
him,  and. " i t h  an ungu1·emahlc curio.-; i t y  
to s e c  her Lw,·. st ruck a m a t c h  sharply. 
But a l l  he sa1Y ll'ih the back uf her head, 
for at the scratch o f  the match she had 
w hedecl instinct inh· a 11·av.  Dick I I  unt
i n gclon, \Yho d i d  n o t  \Yant to n11·n he 
knew h er. ,;Jwu l d  not see that she was 
nearly <TI·i n g  \l i t h  sick d isappointment 
in him and the h e l p  he had fl ung at her. 

As she stared out , ho\YC\-er, into the 
dark, fi gh t i ng clmn1 her tears , somet h i ng 
that  struck on her nern:s more than on 
ller senses t h r i l l ed her ; a sen se of the 
r i ,·er that flowed so near them, and o f  
someth in g o n  t hat river that  s t i nul. 

" l l u rr v ! " she muttered fiercelv. 
" There' s ·  som eth i ng-some one coming . 
O h ! "  

So quickly that D ick \Yas dazed she 
sprang stra i gh t  at him and, \Yi t h  one 
m oti on , struck the match from h i s  hand 
and dragged him from the lean - t o  door. 

And she was j ust in t ime . A shot 
from an air-gun .wh istled past tllc very 
spot that had been occup ied hy D ick 
H untingdon's head, and buried itsel f 
harmles,;J,- in the lean-to lYa l L  

B u t  n ick did not \\'a i t  to SL'C \\ here i t  

IYent. H e  had marked the flash . . and he 
ran for the p lace, hut the \Yet darkness 
of the riYer '" as empty. 1\.llen h e  came 
hack, angry and brcatll le,;s, the gi rl 1ras 
crouched on the floor j w;t where he had 
Hung her aside. 

" 1  thought he'd gut you, "  she said 
faint h·.  " I t was t h e red-headed man. 
I 'm sure it \Yas. ! l id vou ;·.ee h im ? " 

These surprisi ng ,n;rds d ispu:;cd o f  a l l  
D ick's doub t s of ller cumL·ct iun w ith the 
fur-carrying business. T he man h e  had 
described to I-I Oll'e as the weak-kneed 
brother he had caugh t and l e t  go had 
Jiny h air .  I t  wa� more t kill co incidence 
i f  th i�  girl  k new hi m . 

" \Vas he the man vou didn't  want to 

meet at Smoke I ,ake ? ·, he cried. 
" H e," she anSYn:red su>rnfull v ; " no !  

H e ' s  the detect iYe." 
· 

I n  t h e  dark Dick ,;tared . Firearms 

\\'ere not a ll owed i n  T .uron Park, nor did 
detectives �hoot a t  e1·c.·n d i sguist::d officials 
t lll ,; ight . E i ther thl' g irl  IYas not in a l l  
t he fur-p oachers' seneb, or s h e  h ad dc
l ihcratdy chosen to save hi,; l i fe from 
nne o f  her o11·n con federates. In ei ther 
c'ase he mYed her a debt, and even for 
H o 11T' s  sake he mml d  not t rust to luck 
to pay i t .  

' '  Why d id you pull  me out o f  the 
'"a v? " he asked curi oush·. i n  a voice so 

l i k� that o f  t he old Di;'k\ that Rosa

monel ' s eyes fi l led. 
" You ,;aiel yuu d i dn't  want to know," 

she \Yhispercd. 
" ::\"either I do ."  For one moment 

D ick l ooked at the d i m  out l i ne that ,,·as 
a l l  h e  cuulLl see of her in the dark,  hut 
i f  he h:.td a boxful of matc·hes in h i s  
pocket, h e made n o  nwn• tu l i ght an other 
one. It \Yas hacl enuugh t o  kiw11· that 
the girl was a th ief, 11  i t lwut haY i ng t o  
c a rr v  abou t \Yi t h  him the mcmorv o f  the 
face. of her whom i t  \Yas h i s  .dn t v  to 
betray . 

. 

But he 11·oul cl n o t  betra1· her t i l l  he 
had n o  elwin: .  a n d  he spoke un the 
thought, del iberatel y :  

" A l l  I ,,·ant  o f  n>u i s  to hole! 1·our 
tongue about yourse

.
l f.  and clwo-;,· ;-"Lir 

o \\'n W<W to SmokL· 1 ,akL· t o-morro\\'. 
But "- a

-
nd he 1\·nultl  l l l l l  han· said it i f  

she h a d  not san·cl h is  l i fe-" i f  1·ou 11·a nt 
t o  he safe nm' l l  t ake t he l d t  furk of the 
r i 1·cr. I t ' s  your l >nh· c h:l ! l l 'L'. · •  

I t  \Yas not t i l l  �he had d ba ppe:Hed in 
the shack that  h e  knc11· he hac! hccn a 
fool t o  say i t ,  anl1 th at t h e  girl  i nside 11·as 
pruhably laughing at h im.  Prohah l v  the 
:;lwt and she h ad taken h i s a t tcnt i o; I  o iT 
the river, and left i t  cl c :u for l oad er! 
c:mocs to go lw. A ntl  1-et--



" I ' m  h anged i f  I ' l l l >L·l icY� ,;he d id it  
fur that ,"  said Dick Il u n t i ngdun.  wi t h  
fuol i ,; h  f a i t h  i n  a .� i r l ' s  Y u i n·. fur a fter 
a l l  he hac! l i t t l l'  m u re than that  to gu o n . 

UL\ PT E R  V.  
C :\ D E R  > T =' I' I C I O :\ .  

I N the 11·hite  mi,;t o f  morn i ng D ick's 
heart 11·a,; t rouh lccl a,; he stood on the 
ri n�r-hank , \Yatch ing :\ ndre\Ys s i lent

l y  and surrept i t iuthly load i ng a ca noe 
\Y i t h lWOYi s ions . 

.-\nclre\YS looked up ' u d c k n l �·· 
' '  I guL·ss you' n· r i g h t  t o  go," h v  sa i ll . 

" r h:l i c·n· a can: le  pas,;t_:cl up - r i\·e r Ja,;t 
n i ;� h t ,  �md i f i t  11·a,; t h L' n·d - heaclecl ma n 
in i t  you c:1 n ' t i >c · t "o q u i c ·k  :1t c ;l t ch i n g 
h i m .  B u t  I 1You 1 d n' t t ru.;t t hat  gir l t o o  
far. ;\ [r .  l l i c ·k .  L' i"l'n i f  she d i d  sa1·e your 
l i fe . "  

" I ' m not t ru .<t i ng h l'r a t  a l l ." returned 
ll ick imp a t i e n t l y. " ;-;]w m:t1· kt\'e k!l (mn 
a canoe passed , a n d  ;;h e  m:11· n ' t ,  and I ' n� 
gut tn k n o 11·. j ust  as l 'n� go t t o  Jill(] ou t 
\Yhcre the p oach ers arc. l f I l et her ancl 
her friend gn a pp aren t l y  unt racked t o  
S m o ke T . a k e  l m :1 1· Ji n d  nut : 11·h creas . i f  
y o u  and l ,; t a l k t lwm o pL·n h· . t h e  man 
tlH��·'re goi ng to meet may smell a rat 
ami cl i sappe ::t r . T h e  n·d-h e::tcled man 
kno\YS \Ye'rc no fr icmb to fur-poachers, 
and I su p pfbL' he has a tongue in his  
b l:'acl t o  11·arn the other one .  

' '  Four c;moc,; com i n� np the r i1·er, 
\Yhere t hey on ly ex pcded t l\·o, \rould be 
enough to frighten a1Yay both men, hut 
t h e  1Ya1· 1n. :' l l  clo it thev' l l  n ever see the 
extra c;nes . I ' m go i ng to get into Smoke 
Lake nmY hv the had:. 11·atns ancl th e  left  
fork o f  t h� ( l x-Tongue. and be there 
before I ' m  looked for. You need n ' t  
k n o w  w here I ' n· gone . Yon c a n  l e t  the 
wome n  start off w i t h their  gu ide:.; just 
as i f  you cl i cl n ' t  t h i nk anything about 
t h em. \Vhat clicl you 'ay was the name 
of the one i n  the  cotton hat ? " 

A ndrews grinned. 
" :\I iss 1\'chh. of IYI.'hht own : hut I 

guess ::tn)' o t h er 11·nu l<l clo as wel l .  Are 
you go in g to  stop at Smoke Lake ? " 

" I f my poaclwrs do." said H unt in g
chn grim ly : " and I ·n· a good guess they 
IYi l l ,  but thev won't see m e. I ' l l  m ak e  
camp in Wt;I f C o w .  l t giYes a good 
Yicw of anything that  passes on the lake , 

and I ' l l  h�e :;a fe, a nyhow, from bei ng slwt 
at , since nobody'l l  guess 1 c ould gt.:t th ere 
ahead by t h e  left fork o f  t he rinr." 

Andrews nodded . 
" \\'here do 1 come in ? Am l to g ' '  

w i t h you ? " 
D i c k  looked beh ind h im ,  hut the  guicll> 

were s t i l l  sl umberi ng i n  t hei r tent,  and 
there wa,; no sign of l i fe in the  \\'Omen ' s 
shac k . 

" You're go i ng to be t h e  o ther canoe 
the poachers 1nm't see," h e  returned . 
' · You're to f o l l o ,,· :\ ! i ss 1\'ci >h at a sa f� 
di-ta :Kc. and out of s ight .  ,,· h ·crc\Tr �l tc  
clwoses to go. l lnm' t  i >L' ahk t "  te l l 
\1- l l crc it i,; i f  I go on :thL·:td .  I t o ld t h e· 
g ir l  · ·-h� had no hel iL· f  in t l t e  �tep
moth er business- ' ·  to t ake the l e ft fork 
of the r iYer t<l t h e· l ake. hut I ' n· ! Hl  d r ea m 
t lJe ,;toUt \\" l)llla!l' ,; going \ l l  fc < J l O I\" i t ,  tOO. 
< > nee she fi n ds h erse l f  alone and U l t 
not icecl o n  the way to Smoke� Lake sh L· ' I l 
t ake t h e  qu ickest route t o  t h e  man she',; 
going to mel't  t h ere-th at i s ,  i f  she 
doesn't  suspect she's \Ya tch ecl . I f  s!J e 
doc:;, she' l l  try to d i sappear, a n d you\·e 
got to preYent i t ,  soml'lw11· . ( > s t ens ibly. 
o f  course, you'n· sta ying hnc."  

" She' l l  suspel't sumct h i n g r i ght enough , 
i f  �·uu\·c t o l d  t he gir l to go by the  Iong
e<;( 1'.-a,·," obj ec t ed Andrews sensibl y . 

" I d id n ' t tel l  her 1Yl1 1·." re t orted D ick. 
" I said I \Yasn't  trust i n g  her. She' l l  
start off i n  h e r  0\Yn canue \Yi t h  her 0\\'11 
gtiicle . and 1 ' 1 1  he wait ing at the fork o f  
t he riYer. I f she takes th e ri gh t one I'l l 
kno w she l ied to me l ast night for her 
lmn reasons ; i f  she takes the left, it' l l  
b e  th at much for h e r  instead o f  against 
her. " 

" I guess j ust pl a i n ful lcm i n g  wou l t l 
he simpler," remarked Anclre\YS dryly. 
He had no use for D ick 's pl an o f  giving 
the girl a chance. 

" A good idea , "  anS\Ycrerl Dick :.;corn
ful l y ; " wi t h  the recl-heaclecl man w a i t 
i n g  t o  pot  e i t h er o f  us from behind the 
fi rst conn�n i cn t rock ! N o ; I 'm not 
doi ng any track ing op cn l v a f ter l ast 
n igh t . and neither arc you. I 'm o ff no1Y, 
a nd vou can o;ct t he \H>lllL'n startL·d . Tel l 
then; Ccbua l l ;· that they can get to Smoke 
Lake bv e it her fork o f  t h e  rinr. I f  t h e\· 
choose 

.
to tak e  the main channel . i t\ ui1 

to them." 
" Does the girl know \Yhcrc you' l l  

he ? ' ' 



7ii0 TH E CAVAL I ER. 

I ) id: put h i  . ..; L·:moe i n  the  watt:r. 
" l 'n• t u ld )'"Ll t 11· ice I 11·a,;n't t ru..;ting 

her, " he ,;a i d  grim ly. ' · I f  yuu're rlght, 
and I c�m·t.  ,; j , L. ' l J  turn up the right fork 
of the rin·r. a : h l  I ' l l he t here to see her 
do i t. Hut i f  J 'm r ight about her, you'l l  
fi nd h e r  s i t ting i n  camp 1\i th m e  a t  ·wolf 
CoYc when yuu turn up to n:purt ." 

And he had felt sure that i l L· w a ,;  r ight 
as he paddkcl I l < l i,;clcs..; l )· G\Yay f n >m An
dre''" and cl kt ['[ 'L'art:d i u  the cold mist 
o f  the murnin�.  

Tt l\Yanl  e l L· I ·en o'clock. 11· i rh h inbc!f 
a ml  hi,; ct i l l l e  ,;afely h idden from ..; ight 
i n  the unclc·rl >rtbh uf  t he po int  \\ h l· rc t l 1c  

rin:r forh·d.  hL· 11 �b not so sun.: . The 
da1· 11 a ,;  c·L�n ! l < J \1·. �;ml hut .  l ' mlcr  the 
,;u ;l t he r iY L'l' ' l 'arkl t:d in a th LJU .'aml dia
nwmb, dazz l i ! 1g  and b lank. 1 1  tl l l l  ingdun 
darer! nut ..;m"kl· .  l c,;t the pu i nt n1ight 
Lu ld  " t iler \\ �t t · · : l L'h than ll i nhc· l i" : aml he 
h:.�d not  t ! 1 r  l l L' \\a:< t h u> t"  i >e cle
\'oured 1>1· a fenT o f  �t : L \ i , · t \· �b t u  
,,· lwt.her the ;..; i r l  t u  \Yhom he· h ;H l  g i 1·l'll 
a c1 -, a P t'L· \\ -�1..; -��- , l ] l � �  Lo take i t  or Hn: . 

l-I e h�1d n •. )  �-i i L \. i e ty  a� tu 1 u� i n .�..( h i �  prL'Y 
-.\ndre 1\· . .; \\' l > U l d  kec·p \Y�ll , ·h r d. t l 1 cm : 
hut .  a� the !ll1 ) r n i n �  \Yure un.  d i :-'�t ppo1nt
ment  hit ; , : ill c < >  : i h· hone. The girl k1d 
l i c·d : n 1 1 r l  , .. ! J L·1 h L·r ,he h ad dw,;cn to ,;an� 
1 1 i -; l i fL' ur ! 1 \ > : .  � 1 � �· had a l �o chu��cn t u  see 
1:u m o re uf h i 11· · . 

\\- i th a du l l  ;uHl ut terh· unrca.;onahlc 
s icknt>.; a t  h i '  hL·�1rt. H u�Jt i ngdon \Yellt 
t lo 11 n u n  all f < > tn:; ;:�ncl cra wled thruugll 
the hot. :'1\·c·c· t -,.,mc l l i ng unclcrhn1'h t u  the 
other ,.;ick of the point, but the r i n:r \\' � h  
bl ank thL'l'L'. too.  N ot a l i 1· ing t hing 
mon·cl on i t .  I h· l i fted h i:;  h ead to  make 
quite cc:rta in .  and clucked. Till' gir l .  or 
:i(Jl11e one. \Yas C • >min� at la,;t. There 
IH're paddles flashing down the rinr 
fron1 ont.·-no. :_ \\ () canoes � 

1\I oti i lr, ! v' ·; i t :  t h l'  bracke n .  D i ck la1· 
and \Yatched t h l· l : J .  and his heart  thumpccl 
as they gn.:11· ] > l a in .  I n  the fi rst sat the 
. � ir l-it ''a' his on!)· name for hn : i n  
the second he· rk,cnil':l the stout ''"man's 
cotton hat.  I\. ere t hn· both Cl nn in� h1· 
the left fork : or  \ITrt; they. t "t :d 1 y tn;
,;uspicious o f  eye:,; on t hem, t a k i n .� t h L· i r  
mYn \Yav to t he i r  n·ncltzYous aml Sllluke 
Lake ? 

. 

" I  haycn't got anything to dn 11 i th  
the g ir l ,"  he reminded himsel f fiercely. 
" She's just ;:� hit of  dr i f t\Yoo<l I'm trying 
to saYe from sm::�sh ing up in the rapick" 

l l u l  l 1e  ki lL'\\. i t  11·a:; a l i e  as he  thought i t .  
B e  had a n  in terest in  her ,  whether she 
\Yas good. bad, or in< l i  tTnent. H is h .:art 
hat! neYer gone eYenly s ince fi rst lJC met 
her L')·es. Lying there \Yatching the flash 
of hcr p�1tlcl l es. he kne11· that he 1nmlcl 
gin� a I I  he had i n  the 1\·orlcl to be sure 
shc: \\·a,; 11 hat sl ! e  l ooked-just a girl,  
i l lE < WL'Ilt o i' fur-ctrrying and ,;Jwpl i l't ing, 
and �t i l  her miserable t rade. Sudtlenlv 
he had a l l  he could du tu keep i n  a slwut. 

The girl  ;,•,Is lwncst--at least in \\'ant
i n;..; to a n>i<l the man at Smoke Lake. 
l l n <·anoe, IY it huut a pause, had taken 
the ldt furk o f  the r inr. 

I·: l iza, \Yatching Rosamund gu, l eaned 
fun1·ard and ,;pokL· to her bearded guide. 
::\o unc- had eYer g i 1·en E l iza much credi t  
fur in t c l l igcllcL'. hut she had i t .  of ;:� k ind .  
I t  had nut  clG \Yncd < rn Rusanwnd that 
lll'r s(c' ] Hlaugh tl.'r r ·uu l r l han� op�lh'd t l le  
,chad� r l r >u r  t ill' night  hdore tu ] i ,;ten for 
,c n �t t c l w..; o f cum·nsati"n from tile lean
' " · n"r tk1 t  if  she ha1l heard JJO th i 1 1 ,� 
from there, ,;he had 1 JL·anl  a ;;,nmd fru:n 
sumc\l·licrc ebl.'.  E l ;/a l l :ul kno\1'11 tint 

;:� Cl l l < rl' \l t l l t  ] >,·. and h er ll ) ' J >Cr l i p  had 
Sd d r >g,:.:;�: r l l 1· a,; ,clJe guc . ..;,;l'd it \\ as F i c l t l ' " .  
H e  t 'uu l d  be going Jl(mlwrc but  to the  
shelter hu t  \\'hlTe she  had promised to 
meet him. and.  in ,cpitl' o f  l{u,;amond , ,;he 
\\· ( )u 1d  go t ( l ( ) . 

Tl ; n c  ktd I >c.:n nwrc bet 11·een t l 1em 

than R "'�1mond guc·s..;ecl at .  Xu one had 
e\'l'l' held E l i za ' ,; hand hdorc. nor C\Til 
talked of Jon·.  It hac! taken verv l i tt le 
to turn E l i za's head, aml make he; re;:�dv 
to go through fire ;:�ncl \Yater to keep he�· 
promise to F idel .  H er guide once gin�n 
d irections to t ake the right fork of the 
riwr, and go straight to the shelter hut ,  
" unlc,;,; they nwt a gL·nt l cman of her 
p;:trty on the 11·ay," E l iza l eaned back un 
her t'u,;h iun,; plac idly, and forgot every
th ing but Field. Whether Rosamo11d 
took the o ther \Ya\· or nut m ack no mat
ter. ,; ince both led to Smoke Lake . 

:\ I  i ,;,; \\"ebb \I' as nut  troubled by ti l t: 
a\Yful thought that she \You l d  meet ·Field 
unchaperoned. \Vebl > tmYn had not pre
pared her fur mean ingkss fli rtation. Re
memhering F idel 's  "·hi,;pcrs at  the hotel , 
she had a l ready arranged tile deta i l ,; o f  
her wedding and. IY ith a thr i l l .  sa\1' i t  
announced eYen i n  the N e\Y York paper-; .  
Rosamond \Youlcl think cl  i ffer('nt I v of 
:\ fr .  Fidel then. 

· 



l iut  R usamuncl had forgot ten :\ I r . 
J· i ._· l d 's e '\ istcnce, and l ikL' I\·i,;c eYen her 
sll'pdau�ll 'Ler's.  T h e Jl rst thin� tll� 1t  h ad 
lllL'l he r L'\·c:s as : < Ill' ruund-�d t h e  l eft fork 

of t he r i 1·er had !wen Dkk l l u i l t i ngdon's 
canoe.  aml ! l ick  i n  i t- l l i ck. "·ho, com
in� out o f  t ill' ,;hack i n  t h e: c h i l l  o f  morn
ing. she had t h ought h ad gone a\Yay. 
l l er h ea rt h :td ,;u n k  at h is ahsenc<:, for it 
m,·ant t h a t  he did fL·ar t h e:  detc:ct i n�.  ( H 
coLn·sc t ha t w:h not su rprising, a f ter lw 
had ! w e n  " h u t  a t .  yd i l l ogi cal l y  i t  shanml 
l l n  t o t h i n k  l t c  h a r l  run a \\'ay. 

" \'ou ! "  s h e: cri l'd i n< ·reclul cnlsh· . Slw 
h a d  takL'l1 t h e  L i't r( )rk o f  t ill' rin:r dullv 
en( )u gh---:-.;h c �L'L'l11L'cl to care vl'ry l i t t (e 
n" '1· 11 l ; ,· th·r I ·: l i :-�:1 C i ! l 'ouragc-d F i el d  o r  
l l < � l- a t i < ! i t  h: t d  : l w r  t u  D i ck. 
].'or  a munw t J t  ,:w : · " u l cl nnt  bdi,·\T h l'l' 
c·v;·,; t h a t  I i i · ·k s 1wu!d Lc· 1wre 1\' :l i t in� i n  
h

.
is  caJ :oc fur lJ, _ •r-cagcr. a l ert.  -;p lcn d id , 

"· i t h  t l : c· ::u n  s ! 1 i n i n g  m1 h i ,; clogged face, 
and t � : -. ·  , · u r : · • ! i '  l : <_ t k  ''m i l �  of t riumph 
01 1  J J ; ..; l i p...; .  

" \·e:-;, j t ' :-; I . � '  Lc sJ:d s lo\Y h· .  ; ;  r 

t 1 1 :  l l1 � i l t  -- -- :�-- t ) l l1cl1 < l \\·-t11at  \·ou 'd coin e . · ·  
" \·ou t o l cl m e� t o , "  s h e - answcrccl s i m 

ply. H u t  h e r  pubes surged r iMous]�· 
11· i t h  the  1·uu t h  t h a t  kHl lx·L·n d orm ant a t  
1\\·hhto\\ J J .  ! l id; 11 as n o t  t l : c  D ick o f  
hht n igh t- he c<�r<J.' \\ ' h et lwr h e  c]w,;c 
to reco�ni ZL' hn or not ,  he cared ; and 
t h ,,,. t \I'll \I' e n �  on t i n  t he ,.,-i  l tkrn ess to
gdiwr. \' ct she 11·ould not h an� him 
k nm1· h ( l \.,- glad ,,1Je ,.,-a-;, nor hctr: t\' the 
f < H > l i sh  .i ' 'Y i n  h L·r hc·art.  ,,·hen in t-I H 
m i n u t c·s i t  1 n i�hl  .;u i l  h i ! n  O' l < ' l' mon· iu 
t r:un p k  un i : . A hidc·uus �reen-l incd 
tm!l n·,.- 1 1 :1 u f  E l i;-:a ' :c;, t h a t  had somchu\\' 
s t ra ,·c:d i n to h n  canoe, caught her eye. 
and .;he put it up h ast i ly. Anyth i ng for 
a shd t c-r from D ic k  I l u n t ingdon's eyes. 

" [ t o ld \'"U ; I didn't  kno11· you'd olK'\' 
me-, t lwug 1 ; . "  .;a i d  D ic k  rather flath:. 
Somehow he n·scn t ,• d  the s h i e l d i n g  um
hr,· l h .  t hou�h th e l ast t h ing i n  h i s  
t lwu �hh 11· as t h e  iden t i ty beh i nd i t .  
" \ _o.tt ass : " h e  rem i nded l; imsel f ,; i l ent
h· : " \'Oil ' 'u c; h t  to he dad o f  i t .  ( ;od 
k P < l \1< you � lun' t  ��-�u � i  to l uok a t  t h e 
g irl and han· to rcmcmlwr a l l t h e  time 
that she's a thil'f, aml t h at you' re l o ll' 
cnou�h to he tra i l ing her. I (she lns tn 
t;< l  to jai l .  you don't  11·ant everv l i ne of 
i1er  fa�·c to

-
wake you u p  at  n-ight and 

remind you that you put her t h ere. He 
h i t  h is l i p  ancl  hesitated.  " If i t  �u ih 
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y o u . "  IL.' i'oU J ld h i m,c: l f "ay ing,  " I ' l l  takc 
,-, . u  ll ' '  t u  Snwkl' l .a b: i n  my canuc. 
\t >ur �u ic ll'\ got q u i t e  L' l l i lU�h ·��· i t h  t h e· 
l uggage . \\ "hat  du you �ay ? " 

\ [ r.;. \\.L·hh onh· nuddc:d.  l >c < 'aUSl' she 
\ras ] • i JH'h i ng k·r �n i,;t t u m;lkc sure shL· 
\\-�h n u t  ( t rc�un i n g. l ! �1 t  \\ - hl' l l  �ht.: \L1'"' 
,;a fc h· ''-'at L·d am idsh i ps • r l' ( ) ick's  Glllll<.: 
a < 'old kll ' k '.ras l !  of f,·;t r ru,_; I H:d m·l'r her. 

" ( > h  � "  s : \ L' niL·d i J I \' < J h l l l tarih· 
" ou �h t you lu l H.: here ? 1 ,.;  i t  sa fe ? " 

" \\ 'h a t ? \ ' o u ,  or t h L· , · ;: n ' "- · ) . ,  
" ;-J u ."  1 t n1u�t I ll: s:t i d .  " \' u u ' Th,· 

-�t h l'  d ctcl'l ive m i � h t  l'«l11 c . ' ' T h e  \\'unb 
came from beh i n d  the u m brell a .  

D ic k  st a r t ed . I I e  had lwm:s t l v  fur-
�uttL' \ \  t he red - h cadt�d man. 

" l l c  ll' l > n ' t  shout ;lt me t h i  . .; s ide of 
the fork , "  h ,· ,_;:, i d .  SL' \ H l i n !.( t h l.'  < ·a noe for
ll ;l l'l] s h a q , J 1· .  ' ' any m<; l'l' than yuu ' rL' 
l i kt·h· to  mee t t h e  m a n \'ll\1 don ' t want 
to h �·rL·. This 11·ay t o  :-I J;wkc l .akc i sn ' t  
t"Wct l y  tran· IL-d , "  h l' addu! .  11· i t h  a �lance 
at t he tor t twLh . - h annel  t l ic\· 11·ue t h read 
J n ,c; .  " I I L -' 1 1  t a ke t h e  ot l ; l'r \\-;w i f  he 
t a kt·� au1·. S : < t i s llnl ? "  

" \'cs." sa icl Rosa m o J t c l : l >u t  i t  \\-a,.; twt 
q u i ll' t nJc.  :-i l l l' ��- , , u ] d  uc:vcr l >l' sat i�fi'"d 
t i l l  I > i l -k .;puke o u t  to h cr about C\'Cl'\'
t h i n�--h imsel f, t h e  dl'tcct i \'e. and !;is 
reason.-; fur p la y·in� ranger. He p l ayed 
it 11·c- l l . t hou�h . Fn:n E 1 i1.a h ad mTcr 
gucs,;cd h l' 11 a s  a �en t l t:m:! l l .  . \ n cl  at t h e  
t hou�h t Rosamo n d  j erk�:d as i de l 1 e r  um
brel l a  and stan·cl at t h e  fork of the rin�r 
t h e y  h a d  left .  

" ( ; nod l l ea\'C J \ S : . , .; ! J c  �aspecl. " [ 
fur�ot �. ; I  abou t E I i;-::1 . And she isn't  
fol lowin�. T he re's n o t  a s ign of h er. 
l lo you suppose she's gone the other \vay. 
:1 ftcr a l l  I sa id  to her ) I ' l l l w \'l� to g < l  
Lack or s h e ' l l  �l't l ost . "  

" She can ' t . "  t: mhrc l l a  o r  no um-
l >relb. D ick d i d  not louk u p : h e  11en t on 
pacld l in� roo l h· .  If h i,; h �:art a c·hed for 
the �irl .  lw \\'tlll l d not make t l 1 ings \vor�e 
dcl ihcratel�·- " Her �uide'-; 11' i th  her." 
h e  added ; " :mel she' l l  mak:: Smrrke Lake 
l : ! < �re easilv hv the othn ��-a,· t h an t h is . "  
\ 1  i,;s \\'cl;h ,�·a-; c l o i n c;  c· ·.: ; t ,: t h  \\- h :l t  h �  
h ad c.·q >ect ed l ! l'r to do.  I >U t !v: \\' l l l!dered 
a l i t t le hm\· the girl was goi n� to \.':-.:plain 
hl:'r com pa n i on 's action.  

R rhamond, ho\\'evcr. h ad no i nt en t ion 
of c.\ p l a i n i n g : E l i za 11·as too i n furiat i nc ; .  
i\ I r. F i el cl hacl been l w r  onlv o b j ect in 
com i n:. ; on t h ,· l ' :l ll l lt' t r ip  : 1 t  �·! 1 1 ,  a·n,] h e r  
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stepmother kne\\· she had gone ca lmly m 
search of h im.  

' '  I t  j w;t n>m•:s from her Jll:n:r ha 1· ing 
l 1ad an 1· atkntiun from a man 1 11 a l l  her 
stupid . l i fe. ' '  ,.;he  thought 1vn:tchcclly. 
" The n·n· first one 1vl10 took t he t rouble 
ttl t a l k  t.u her ha,.; turned hl'r head." 
llut all  ,.;he ;;aid  1vas : " \'ou're sure E liza 
"· i l l  hL• safe if I don't  go back ? " 

1 l ick  1vinced . 
" I sent a m:m a fter her i n  case she 

did take the r igh t -hand channel ,"  he said 
roughly .  " I th ink you may make your 
mind-" But he had not the courage to 
say " L'asy," 1vlwn the stout \Y ( )]ll an  1va,; 
running straight in tu  a t rap.  " �he 1nm' t  
ge t  l o ,.; t  l > r  ,;h i rnvn·ckl'd," h e  added in 
s tead. " \\'e ' l l  hear of her as soon as \H' 
get tu  Smukc Lake. ' '  

I [ he h ad darL·d to ! t HJk at  ]{osamond 
hl'  11·uu ld han· seen her fac,· dear, but 
she k1d reilhta t ed her umln·L" l L1 ! Jdorc 
she spoke. 

" I t ' s  the shel ter hut she's making for." 
she ret urned murc easih·. " Hut  I \Ytm't 
l e t  h l'!' �L��- t l i l'rl· i f  I ·can  he lp  it. I 'm 
not going to :m1· slwltcr hu t  11· i t h  horrid 
t ou rist,.;. I ' m  going to  camp, if you ' l l  
shu\\· J il l' a plan· .  I can  send for E l iza, 
ca n ' t  I ?  . .  

I l i d;, l l < >dded,  1v ith a gui l ty  kn ,mleclge 
of ju�t  hmY he mean t  to send fur E l iza, 
ami changed the sul1j e\'l 11· ith sunw re l ief. 

" \\'c get out here. I t ' s  the li rst carry. 
and I ' m a fraid \·uu ' l l  ha\·e ;;ome rough 
\Ya lk in ��- I f  you ' ] ]  s i t  clO\Y l l  ;;ume\l·here 
I ' l l  come Lack fur 1·uu ."  

]{usanwncl 11·a t c l ;ed h im i n  a \I. h i  rl o f  
m i xed t lwughts as  he a nd the  gu ide clis
appean·d  onr the  portage \Y i th the fi rst 
canoe on tb c: i r  �lwul ders. Dick carried 
h is end as if i t  \H:rc nothing. Ewn the 
sc:coJ Jcl. ] ':u·k,·d 11· i t h  t ents ancl store�. h e  
swung u p  o n  h is ;;huul ch:r 11 i t lwut c!lort . 

I f  thl·rc h :1 cl  l J L'en no undercu rrent of  
anx iet1· i n  her heart Rosamond would 
h an· l;ec•n proud of  h im : but .  as i t  was,  
a �uddcn , · J i uk i n ,g lump ro�c in her  throat. 
I t  w:b :ndul to  t h i nk that l l ick lzad to 
he out hnc. in such SL'<'rc·cv tha t  he did 
not c\·cn dar •,· t rust her to ca l l  him b ,, 
h i s  name. I t  bar! been plain D i < 'k  ancl 
Rosamond het 1noen t hem 1vhcn he had 
taken the  snap-slwt tha t  lay in her pocket. 

On an uncontrol lal ,[c impulse she 
1 •u l l cd out tl1e l i t t l e  p icture. As she 
] ouked at it .'he rea l ized suddenly, and 

for t h e  Ji rst time, that D ick  IHmc�tly 
m ight nut kno11· h er. Till' photograph 
\Ya,.; of a thin, leggy g irl-angular,  nut  
too graceful ,  w i th  b ig  eyes in too  smal l  
a fact�, and the rciiect ion o f  herself  in  
the  ca l m  \Yater at her feet was  none o f  
t hose t h i ngs. Everyth ing about h er
] i nL·�, fea tuJ;L'S, en·n c.\j >rcssion-11·as 
, hanged from the imm�Hure girl  D ick 
had photographed so long ago. It  was 
no wonder, she admitted to h er�e l f, if he 
real ly  did not kno11· the  1\'0nnn \Yho sat 
gazing at her g i r lhood'� sci f. Seven \Tars 
��·as :; hig gaj; to [ Jridge uwr : hu t ,  .cn�n 
su, Dick's mannn to a stranger hac! 110t 
bc:cn-bcen-

" I f  he cloL·sn't  know me-and he real 
l y  mayn ' t-he's taking m e  for some one 
ebe," Rosamund though t sharply, and 
the idea star t l c·d her.  �I l l' l uukccl up, 
IYi t h  the  fri gh t  s t i l l  in  her  v\·c·s. ami met 
D ick ' :,, fu 1 1  .on her at  la:;t ,  wflL'IT he stuucl 
l 'Y her side. 

En'l'y bit of  color had gone from !J i,; 
sunburnt face. I I c \vas looking at  h l·r 
hard enough l lU\1·-mcrci les�ly. l i ke a 
judgc:-aml from her t u  the:  d i scarded 
um! Jre l la  at her feet and the l i t t l e  p icture 
in her h and. 

" So,"  he said bitterly. " I d idn' t  
\Htmg you.  1 compl iment you on )·"ur 
c ] ,·n·nlc�s. t hough I can't  on your hear
mg.  l ' n: hcl'n hen: for I JUite fin min 
utc- .s ."  

" I don' t  knmv 1vha t  you mean." she 
returned cun fthccl lv .  " .\\'h\· �boulcln't 
vou ha1·c hcen here> " 

· 

" ( )h ,  stop ! " D isappointment in her 
h acl made Dick sayage. " 1  was told a l l  
�d " ' u '  nm bdore vou came-at l east. I 
tl l < i l lt:(l;t I \\'as .  ·But th i s  accompl ish
mvnt I hadn't  L'X ]ll'Ctccl . "  

" \\'hat  accompl i shmen t ? "  Rosamond 
looked up at  h im dazedly,  hut as she took 
in the  hard contempt  of h i ,.; eye>' h L·r 
temper l it l ike t inriL·r. " T,· l l  me at llnce 
1vha t  you nw:m ? . , she nied imperious] �·· 

D i l 'k po int ed to the  photograph, ha l f 
h idden in lwr h and.  

" That ." said he  �uccin < " t lv. " 1 ' \'l:  
l 'arr iccl i t  in  my pocket for  se;·cn years, 
just llL"cause I 11·as fond of the ch i ld  
\\· lw's picture i t  is .  Slw m: 1v  ! Jc rll'a(l 
! lOll·, for a l l  I k now, hut I carrv her 
p icture st i l l .  You might have ·taken 
something e lse, i f  you had to pick my 
pocket. Put i t  dlnm, w i l l  you ) A girl 



l i b:  n>u. · ·  Jw eml cu crue l !  y, " i ;;n ' t  fi t  to 
t utl l 'h i t . "  

R <hamonu ;;tn < H l  l '�l ra l yz,:d.  � he h ad 
l >ce n r i!:-(h t . t hL·n .  " h t:n o; h c  t hought he 
took hn fur ;;ullll' l l l ll' ebl', hut od1l' h ad 
n u t  hl'cn pr,·pa n·d t "  han: t hat ,;ume une 
a common p i ,·L [ '""LL·t . �h ecr rage ga1·e 
her ''" ' 'reb. 

" T i J ,·rc \Yt:' I'L' t "'" phot ographs," she 
;;a i d y,·n· 1 < > 11· . " I ( l'"ll earn· 1·ours in 
yuur pu; ·!.:c· t .  i l · ., t h c·1:,. ;;t i l l .  . ' (h i s  nne 
i ;;-mine � "  

" \'our,; ) "  l n n > l u nt a r i l Y  D ick\ h and 
tll'IY to h i ,; po , ·ke t .  The note-case h e 
tuok out  '\Yao; not t lw k i nd that be l on gs 
t "  a Ltn:c:,·r. but h1· had utterl y  forgotten 
h i ,;  a-,;u nwd ] ' l'l''"llal ity. Ou t  of the 
l lea1·1· leathL· r  · · �I"<' , ·amc 11· h a t  he IYOul<l  
kn·e

· 
' ll· ur n l ay i n  t : 1 ,· gir l 's  h a nd-a 

worn. shabby plwto g r a p h ,  o ld and faded, 
hut kept th ese seYen years deN� to D ick 
l l u ntingdon · s heart .  II  e ;;tood l ooking 
from one p iL'ture t o  t he oth er in dum
founded ,; i l encc. 

" \\'d l ? "  JZo,anl i lml c h oked o n  the 
\l'ord. 

" l beg your pardon . " said D ick slow
h· : " ! shunld haH known better. But 
��· hen· .hl r.•/1  c;L't her picture ? "  

Ru;;amui;d t
'
u rned her h !:'ad away. 

' !' h i s  ,,·as th� last stra''" ·  
" T ncYer km:w anv one ;: o  stup i d, " she 

�a iel . ll' i th �' great S(;h. " Oh, don't you 
/.:noz, •  me ? l knew you the minute I saw 
\'OU i n  t h e  tra i n . "  

C l l . \ P I T  R V I .  

" K  \' ! l \\ .  yun ? . .  rL·peat ed H un t i ngdon 
clulh. " X o :  A nd I don't  know 
hu\Y- 1·uu kno11· me." But it had 

ib<1L',[ l l \.L'i: h i m  d i stastdu l lv that it 
m:1 1 l ,� I J LT i il' l i a1 · �nr t ml' a rd l1im quite 
�i mplc.  if �he· kHl i'l' ( 'Pgnizecl D i ck 
l l u nt i n gclon. t he Y i c c - p re:< i dent pf t he 
Lu run Park Cum p �i l l \', i n  H u n t . the 
ranger. l t ,,·as no \I l l  i l l  kr ,;he had done 
a� he told h l'r. nor t a k e n  i t  upon h ersel f 
tn sa1·e h i '  l i iL·. 

" I  f o \\' could r h d p  k JHJII' ing you ? " 
]Zosamond h ad " l l l' l ast, forlorn scrap of 
courage. ' '  ( >h .  ll i t 'k .  I'm Rosamond
R osamond Ford ' " 

" Yon're ; , •/z o i . . �aid D i ck ; an d his 
\·u i c(..' \Ya-.; h o�1 r:-.;c.  

1 2  c 
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" J  uo;t Ros:mw i l d .  ( l h .  don' t  you re
member t he day you took t )w,.e snap
shot,; ? "  ,;h e  p l eaded w i l d l y . " It 1vas 
,;evcu yea r,; ago, but l \·e remembered 
yon. Don't yuu sec. eYCll Il\J \1·, that 1 'm 
the same Rosc.mond ? " 

l t II' a,; truth.  and 1 l ick H unt i ngdon 
knel\' i t .  l i e  ,;toud e .-.; a c t h· as i i  a hand
age had he en taken off h i; L')'l:S an d  sud
den s igh t  \I' as clan] ing h i m ,  \I'OIHlering 
ii rst how he h ad eyer 11o t  rc(·ognizecl the 
gir l  w h o  had been h i s comrade, and, sec
ond, h ml' he knew hn nOll' . H e  real ized 
dul ly  that t he 'l:Ycn years bet ween ti fteen 
and t wenty-t\I'O were j us t  t h e  years t h a t  
cou l d  change a h al f-grown girl out o f  
recogn it ion. yet even so h e  h a d  never 
dreamed h i s e lfish,  1vi l fu l  Rosamond 
could deYelop into a \\'Oman l ike this. 

T lw l ong p l ai t  of reddish h a i r  h a d  
turned to s h i n i n g  bronze waves, t h e  tanned 
skin t o  p each - color,  the sk inny little 
throat to a sl eml e r column of smooth 
11· h i t eness. I t  11as no wonder he had not 
kn o wn Rosamond Ford. And yet now 
h i �  bl indness ,ll'as i nncd ib\c t o  h i m .  
T here \\Tre a lnmclred th i ng,; about h e r  
t h a t  had not ch a n ged-h er li nger�, her 
L'\·es, t h e  l ine o f  her cheek-and he could 
l;aYe groaned as he real i zed i t .  H e  had 
he\.'n ;;o b l i nd a foo l � But t here 1va� no 
L'Yad in g that  face no1Y, nor h i s  mvn re
sponsib i l i t y . �he <l't!S R u,;amond, aml 
the knowled ge cut  h i m  to the heart.  

He made one step to her, and caugh t 
her bv both h a nds. 

" ( :reat H eaven ! " h e  muttered rough 
l v, " don ' t vou knm..- I 'd rather ncYcr 
l;aYe found �·ou than han? found you l ike  - . t h is-a fur-carrier.  a poacher' s  go-be
t 1\'L'en, m i .-.; ed u p  1Yith t h L· ,;ort of w oman 
you're 11·ith and t h e  man you say you 
don't want tu meet ? H ow, in C od's 
name, d i d  vou come to i t ? "  

" I don ' t knmv 11h a t  you mean ," cried 
R o�;nnoncl l"<· i l cl l y . " I  I H'n'r heard of 

" \\'hat �ue you doi ng in Luron Park, 
1 h ,· ; J ? \\ ' hat ,brough t  you h ere ? " 

" j ust t h e  \I'Oocl s. I 11·anted t hem . " 
S h e  

.
let h n  hands l ie  l a x  in h is , and ;;he 

had not t h ough t  his grip could t igh t en . 
" Do vou mean to tell  me ,·ou're not  

m i .-.;ed uj > i n  t h i s  fur-poach i ng business 
that 's  ru in i ng poor H o11·e ? "  he demand
eel .  " ,\ ncl t h at tl1c woman wit  II you isn't  
i n  i t ,  too ? " 
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" 1 ne1-cr h eard o f  i t  or o [  1 l ol\"l'." she  
ans\\·cred h i m w i t h  Hat truth.  " I 'm just 
mysel f . "  

" ( ; reat Scott � "  sa i d D ick blank ! \· .  

He l et go her hands. and s tood stari i{.c; 
at her. " l l a1·e you t hou;.;h t I "·as mad . 
Rosamond ? " 

" l han· n ' t kno11·n ��·hat  t o  th ink . 

don't  yet . "  :\nd th L·n a H a s h  o f  compn· · 
h ension l i t h e r  C';C"s as she l ooked at h is 
f a,·e. " l sec s<.li1H' o f  i t . "  she add ed 

simi' ! �· ; " no t  a l l .  I suppose it IYa . .; l w
cau sL' yuu rea l l y  t lwu:.;-!l t 1 '"�" a fur
poach er that yuu stopped my tl'l l ing 1·ou 
about mysel f ;  but 1 th ough t you did i t  
hec�nhe nn1 kne 1Y lllL' a n d  d i d n ' t  11·an t Ill •_· 
to cal l  1·uu l ll· nm r , , ,.,- n name . " 

" Kncllr y < ;u ? " :\ l r. H u n t i n gdon d e 
l i l •eratel y p u t  h i ,; han,!,; hch i ; Hl h is k1 • · k  
t h: 1 t  t he�· m igh t n u t  s n a t c h  h ers ag:1 i n . 

" H ow on ea rth cou l d  I k11ow nn1 ? "  ] , c· 
dema nded .-i ,·iclh·. " I  l di .,. , ll h a l f a 

clJ i l d : I find you:_" hut h is l'�·, ·s fi l kd j q  
- . 

t h e  rest, S\H'L' t : t J : d  k een t h wugh h is 
lashes on th e l mJ I Lce h e a d .  t h e  e �:q u is i t t: 
fa,·,· l i fted t o  h is .  " I ·: n·n I cou l d n ' t t l' l l  
Y' ' LI \Yere going t o  t u r n  uut h�:a u t i fu l . ' '  
I t  came ( > I ll  a s  i f  i t  1n:re h is htb in�s.' ' "  
k· proud o f  l n·r. 

" I  knt· 11· .\' < ' it . "  sa i d 1Z · ,<1 1 1 W J J d  ha.s t i h·. 
S\ ill1L· t h i ng i n  l ) i ( · k ' -.:  c\·t·-.: t a k i n g  h �..-· r 
hrc· a t h  a\Yav.  

l l id;: Lw.�hcd . 
" :\ l y  bea u t �· h a r l 1 t ' t  a chann· t" g r" 11· 

on me much hctiYc'L'll t iY t'l l t \· - ,;cn· n  and 
t h i rt y - t 11·o," he sa id d ryly. '' I 1ras jtht 
t h l· :-;aln e . "  

" The sa me ? , . The co lo r 1n·nt frl l i ll 

lZ < »':nnrmcJ',; facL' sh:1 rply  at t h t: rc·m i ndn . 
" \\' hen you' re out lwre. h id i ng fro m �-" 
] ; u t  at t lw a m aze P I\  h i s  face slw stopped.  
' ' ( > i 1. D i, ·L' '  she n i <:d i n  ( ' l l ' l fus ion .  
" ;1 n? you rea l l y  h·i n ,.; ch:JSer l ] ,,. :1 < k 
tect in' .  or 11·;JS t h at a l l a m i:,L!kc. t ll l l ·
l i kL· m�· being a t h iL· P  , . 

" H old h :1rd ." sa i r l D ick 1\T:l k h·. • · t i l l  
I go d oiY J J  on m� · L n c·t·s l < l  pnl .f l l r  :1 l l  
1 \·e said.  S i t  dm1 11-1 h c  .c;u i de can 
11·a i t : I ' n· got t o  t h ra,;h t h is i >us i n e•s a l l  
(lllt from t h e  h•:gi n n i n� .  F i r.st .  n>u k i W I\. 
t h is park \ r u n  h1· a com pan y ) " 

Rosamoncl nodcJe, l .  
" \\"d l .  1 ! o m:. t!w 1 •rcs i d c·nt n f  i t .  sent 

111�� a "· i re :-;:1ying t h e  cun1 p a n y  'Y�1S i n  
t rouhk 11· i th  tlw gon·rnnwnt for a l ln iY i n .�; 
Iu r- poac h i n c;  t o  .c:o on llt'rL'. ::mel t h a t  I 
\'. : 1 s  t • '  C<'I1H' up as :1 rangc:r. and t n· t o  

cl i ,'<'o\·cr IY lw 11·a,; st�:al i ng t h e  furs. You 
c a n  s e c?  i t  d i d n ' t  l o o k  w e l l  for th e c o m 
pany ll l lf o l d  H owe not to he able to li nd 
nut.  espec ia l l y  as t h e  papers were sa y i ng 
it 11·;" dl lnc IY i t h  their  collus ion.  I ca me . 
o f  cou r,;e, and I found a l ot of trap:; : 
a n d  then- ! caugh t a red- h eaclecl, lon g 
Iwcked !!l'llt l eman-" 

" Rcrl : head eel : " gasped I.Zu,;amolHL 
" B ut-'' 

" \Lt i t ,"  h e  in terru pted gr im ly . " I 
caug:H h i m  guing past my h u t  IY i t h a 
ht l v  o f  ,; t , k n  f u rs i n  hi ,; canoe. 1 h a n kel  
him out of  i t . and he gan· a 1ray t h e  
1 1  l w k  s h u 11'. } l e  said i t  \Yas a rL'"tl l ar 
t ra ll lc .  t hou�] � h�� d i d n ' t  Ll l \ 1 \\. \Yh ((; a c 
t u :I I h· tLi J ' ] 'L'd the furs.  ;md t h a t  t 11·n 

\YO!llt' i l  IH' I'L' t h e  , · � 1 rr icrs hl't ii'C'l'n hen� 
a n d  t h e  fu r-d ea le rs. a nrl lw t.:an: me a 
c lcsn i p t i ( • l l  o f  tlL'ill "-h e· l ' u l i cd uut h i .; 
:;ha! J! ,y. s • T:1 11· k:l  J • :I ] >L'r and p u t  i t in her 
h �1 1Hl--- " l w fu rc· he· �ot a\Ya\·. 

" I ' n· g• •t to 011 1 1  
· h· s l i p [,·cd 1 11L' nca t l v, 

l >ut 1\ h c·n l hoa rt l l'd 1 uur  : r: 1 : n .  !u nw� t 
o l d  ll tl iH' a nd n>n f< ·s:; i t ,  t h ,· fir,;t th i n g 
T s;l iY 11-;1s t h l' ll' l l l1 l t ' 1 1  i ; 1  m 1· rc·d-hcadcd 

h i l ' n d ' ,  cl l l < ' l\nW : < t .  T l!, ·n· ,. , lJJ  : 1nd t lw 
� t < 1 U t  \\. ( i l11a J l  s ::.t - l d �1 c k  Ye i( �1 \Y fu l gray 
c u t t , , J I  h:1t  and a l l ! \\'ha t had H owe 
and I t o  t h i nk hut t h a t 1·nn 1 1  eTc the C:lr
r in,; in t h e· t ra flic I ,,- ;;s i n  i h •,• ] 'ark to  
st ' ' l ' ?  I n i p ] 'L'd ,;t r:t i ght ( ) \ J \  " (  t h e tra i n  
a nd c;mw l >�1d: hen· t u  ca t ch H•U .  I su p
pnst l ' n· l ost  the rea l womt·n hy do i n g i t .  
t ol l, t o  ,;a 1· n < > t h i n c� " r  t h e f:wt t hat  1·ou ' l l 
l1l'\"i.._· r  fo1:gi \·e n1c> ' 

. 

H u t  Rosamond IYas not t h i n k i n .� < > f  
f ( )  l"h" i \. �' l l l ' :� :� .  

" I  > id: . · ·  ,;a id , ] ; ., .  e k n r i , ·:d h·. " ( > h ,  
D ic k .  h o11· fooli ,; h  I 've been : - \VI1 1·, [ 
k nc 1r all  abou t i t  from the  Ynv he-g i n 
n i ng. on ! �· I h ad n ' t t i l e  ,;(' I I ' < '  t l l  p u t  i t  
t l l;.;c· t lwr. T here· <11'> '11 ./ a n y  r .. ·a l  '.l·umcJ l .  
"\  1 1  t h at \Yas a blind."  

" .\ h l i nrl : "  I l i , · ], - tan·d .  ' · ( 'a J I ' t 
kt 1·c kTn . "  s:t id  1 1 : · . ' · \\. 1 1 \·.  t i l L' m a n  dc-
:;cr i i JL' ( l  thCn l . "  

" \ l ade t h em u p .  I'OLI mv:u 1 . "  Rosa
nwnd r u t h i m  uff. " T . istl'n . :� nrl  l ' l l  te l l 
you 11 : 1 1· I d " n ' t  th i n k  there arc. or L'l'l'l' 
WL'rt'. am· rl ' : t l 1\' ll l l l l: l l  i n  t h e  fur-poa,·h
J 1 l �. \-o\1  :<l iY E l iza's h at ) "  

" Yl's. hu t 1rh a t ':; h er h a t  ,l;nt tn cl" 
IY i t h  i t ?  " 

" E1·eryth i ng. I know vou r rccl-lJ earl cd 

man.  I <a1r him i n  the Toronto sta t ion  
, . , , m i n g  hc·n·. anc1 lw ,a,,· me. t h ough I 



d,m' t  hcl ic,·c lw'd e\Tr have nnt icc(1 me 
if it hadn ' [  been for E l i za'� un�< >d ] ,- hat .  
_\,; i t  \ras. lw stopped ckacl i n  ft�o l l t  ·L , f  us,  
: m el  l real ly t hough t  he \Yas g ( l i ng to  
fa i nt .  l i e said ri ght  out l oud-and l 'm 
sure no \\· lw cl i d n ' t  rea l ize i t .  IH: \ras  so 
dazed-- '  ( ; rcat Scott � i t 's the Yen· hat .  
.\ nd 1 thought I 'd made i t  up. \\· i th  the 
w omen that  I i nvcntecl. A nd t hey're 
turning up, too, j u ,;t when r ca n use 
t h em. '  That 's  e:-; act l y \\·hat he ,;a iel.  D ick ; 
a nd-lntsh.  wait .  I hearr l h im say it again 
t o  some one at the l .uron Park stat ion. 
I couldn' t  sec who i t  \Yas.  H e  said, ' if 
he didn't  make good u,;c o f  t heN: fake 
l aclic,; he 'd cat th e fat one's hat . '  And 
he lz<1s jw;t made usc o f  E l iza and me, 
Dick.  \\-L· happened hy l uck to match 
the descr i pt ion  he'd g inn you of two 
women 1rlw nen:r n isted. Do sav von 

see i t ,  for I know i t's true. I le t h�JU
-
ght 

you'd go o ff after  us j ust as you have 
done. and kave h im a free h an d . That's 
lw'" he's dared come hack into the  park." 

" H ack � " cried D ick . " 011. he can't 
he ha ck � " 

" H e i s ," she ins isted .  " He came on 
t h e  t ra in  we die! .  Ancl.  what's more. h e  
]uokl'd onT Ill\' verv �lwu lcler t o  sec vou 
get out of i t .  

·
n o  ;·ou th i nk he con l cl bc 

a detect in\ a ftn a l l ? "  
" I kno1v he's a poacher . But i f  you're 

r igh t  about h is i nven ting the \\·omen 
carriers. ancl t rust ing t o  my being fool 
enough to believe in them. he's a pretty 
daring onl'. "'hat on eart h put it in to 
1·our head t h at he L·ou lcl he a detcc t i ,·e ? " -

" J  ohn,;L J ! l .  my guide,  said so . l ! LC told 
me to 11·an 1 n1u." �a icl Rosamond, \Y i th  a 
laugh,  " hut

-
you \\ uuldn't  let  me. That 

,,·as 1rh y  l didn' t  say I klte\Y you stra ight 
ou t .  I \Yas afra id of gett i ng you i nto 
t rou l i l l'. "  

" \\.el l .  I ' m kmgc·d � " said DiL·k b l ank
lv. " Fur H eaven's �ake. Rosamond, 
��·hat �1hont t he man you d i d n ' t  \\' c1 1lt t o  
meet a t  :-imokc l ,ake ? b l 1 e  a ddect in', 
too ? " 

" ( ; ooclnc,;s, no : I I ,_. II' as j thl cl man 
E liza picked up on the train and t ook a 
� i l h· i n fatuat ion for. Oh,  D ick. she'� so 
1 c'r{· i ] J ] ,· s imple � f l o\\· could vuu ever 
t ake her for a fur-carr i er ? \\.·hv, she's 
ncwr been out o f  \Vchhtom1 in i1 cr l ife 
t i l l  sh e came here ."  

Dic k  sat clmn1 o n  :1 rnck and looked 
her i n  t lw c 1·e,; . 

'i55 
" \\'hv on earth didn't  1·ou ,;av ,.;o ? "  

h e  (lcmanded. " You migl{t j ust  ·as \H: l l 
han·, instead o f  tl' l l ing me s tu ff about 
her h c i n g your stepdaughter." 

Rosamond caught her breat h .  I t  had 
got t o come out IHJ\v-J ahez, her mar
r iage fDr a lwm l'. and al l  the rest o f  i t .  
She had ne1·cr qui te  real ized the shame 
n f marrying J al >ez hcfure. nor u f ! i,-i ng  
o n  h i s  money after h e  1vas dead . 

" She is my stepdaughter," she ,.;tam-
mcred. " She-I married her father, 
Dick � " 

.. l f -lzat. '  _._. D i ck sat u p .  electr ified.  
" \V h v ?  " h e  sh outed. 

" H�causc father worried about me  w hen 
ill' \\·a,; dying. and J a-:\Ir. \V ebb-\Yas 
kind . "  

" Then \\ In· the  d evil ."  i nqu i red H unt 
i ngdon ,; ]o,dv, '· doe:m ' t  he take care o f  
you ? " · 

" H e's dead ,"  she answered simply. 
" H ush. Dick ; I ic<tcn . S i nce 1 \·e begun 
You ma1· as \Ye l l  know the \\·hole of i t .  
.I k new - better than to marrv h i m ,  h u t  I 
d i d  i t ,  and only h a l f  to 

·
make father 

h appy. There \Yas no money for me, and 
I \\'as a fraid of pm·erty. I 'd have clone 
bet ter. l ' m  sure no\Y ,  to han� scrubbed 
tloors. I ,·o!l!dn 't l i ke  h im. l couldn't 
cn�n crv when he died suclclenlv t hree 
11·ecks ;ftcr 11·e were married. · but I 
hadn't the p luck to l ean: \Vchbtown .  

" I ha ted i t  a n d  my l i fe there, and 
J -: l i /.:1 ,  hut my husband's \Yi l l  said I had 
to  l i 1·e t here. I told you it  was l ike ja i l , 
and it 11·as ; ancl it crushed me, somehow. 
1 go t to be just  a slave to E l iza . because 
1 fL: l t  so gu i l ty that I 'cl ever married 
hn father awl taken h is monev 11· i thout 
caring for h im .  It  \Yasn ' t  unt i l

-
t h is sum

mer that I seemed to wake up and "·ant 
t o  he mysel f again . " 

" \Vh a t  \Yakt.:d vou ? " he asked her 
c u r ious!�-. She had ,; topped and flushed. 

" '-.'o th ing hut t h a t  o l d snap-shot 1·nu 
t lwu�ht  r sto le- .  \ 'ou'cl taken i t  i n  the  
' '  < H > Lb ,  and i t  m a d e  me l o n g  for  the 
\\ oorls aga i n . I got Jahcz's wi l l , and 
l 1c'cl l e ft one l ooplwl e for freedom in i t .  
1 cou ld l ea1·c \\'chl • tn\\·n for t \YO montl 1s  
i f  I took E l iza. .\nd. sonwho\Y, I found 
my,.;el f able to make E liza come here 
\Y i t h  me." 

" D idn ' t  ,.L >U n·mt·mher that ! [ i ,·cd m 
t h e  \Ynrl cl. t hat 1·ou hac! to marrv a 
J ahcz ? " ash·d f ) (L ·k i rrc!LTan t Jy. 

-
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" [ d id n ' t  kno11· \Yhcre 1 ·uu \H'I'l' .  And 
l 1es idcs-" 

" Besides \Y h a t ? "  I-1 i s  [ < I ll. vo in· was 
dangerous. 

" ( > h .  l had ; 1 ' t  th ough t o i  you for 
years t i l l  I found tlll' snap-shot !'< I ll t oo k . "  
i ;u t R osamond h ad t h e  grace t o  ! J [ w; h .  

" ( ; o d  h kss the cl a y  l did i : .  t h e n , ' '  
said the man sl O \I·h· .  ll L· stood on:r h er, 
st ra i gh t . t a l L  c<n{Jickn t. the  old D ick 
1\'lw had been her friend.  " C ome a l ong," 
h e  sm i led a t  her. " \Ve've gut to make 
Cl l11Jl be fore dark, sinn� you won't go t o  
t h e  shel ter h u t . "  

" I ' l l  h :.<n to ti nrl E l i z a  ti r s t . "  ohservecl 
Rosamond practical!\·. " I ca n 't ju,.;t si t  
clown and cam p  11· i t h vou ' '  

" E l iza � ( ; oud \ I r"'L'S : , . L'j :lnllatL·d 
\ [  r .  H untingdon. He s t opped short m 
h orror. " I 've m ade a fi ne nwss of i t  
about E l i za . \\ ' l l \·. sh e m a 1·-· ·  . . 

" M ay \Y h a t ? Vuu said slw co u i cb ' t  
gl't l o s t . "  

" N e i t l ll'r ,;h e  c a n . But she cou ld 
b l undn into the fur-poachers . "  

" \'ou d on ' t  mean t hc1·'cl h u r t  her ? " 
dcmanclccl Rosa monel sha�pl y. 

" ( > h .  no." w i th some relief.  " l
yon see. \Yhcn 1 t lwugh t  E l iza was a 
fur-c:�rr icr.  hou nd tn a rendcznms with 
poacher,;, I sent Anclrc:11·s to track her ; 
and i f  she doesn' t  turn up . he will .  I 
clun ' t hel ieYc 11·c ncccl \Yorry abou t your 
E l iza ."  

" D ick." said 1Zos:JmmH1, " why d i d  
1·ou worrv ahuut m e ,  a n cl m a k e  me come 
the othc1: \Yav from E l iza ?  You m tH 
haYc thou ght ·I \\'8'  ;1� h:�d as �h e . "  

" I  th ou gh t  I 'd h l' l p you o u t . "  h e  be
gan l i g h t l y. But suddenly he caugh t her 
h:-tnd.  " l sup[H JSe 1 "·as sorry for you," 
he e:-.: pla i ncd u n 1Y i l l i ngh·. " Ancl, anyhu11·. 
1-coulc\ n ' t  h u n t  a g i r l . " 

" Arc you sure no one's  h u n t i n g  you ? " 
s h e  quest ioned n ervously. " \'ou m���· · hc 
in a nasty pl�1ce yd, D i ck .  You ' re here 
in cli,;guisc, a nd sn L1 r you h an·n ' t  �1 1 1 \' 
n·:�,;on to sh o 11· for i t .  I f  :� dl'tcct in"s 
t racking \ f r. I l ow c .  m i gl1 t n ' t  one he 
a fter YtHl ? " 

' ·  ( ih . 1 cl:J r,· .' <ll·. " h e  ret u m ccl c:-tlT
l es,. ;J v : " hut t h e  ; c . 1 -hcacled man i sn't 
one, . 

anyhow , and I 'm ,u;o ; ,: : '  t o  t;l't holcl 
of h i m  again before 1 l l·an· L : : ; ,  lake.  
I e:-.:pect the fi rst step I ought t n  t :th to 
it,  too, is to send \'OU and your E l iza over 
to the shel ter h u t . :�ncl ont . n f  t 1 1 l' IY<t l'. " 

' · I \\ ou ldn ' t go," slw stated n.:bc.l
l i ou� l ,·. 

D ick s topped . j ust short uf the canoes 
and the \Ya it ing guide.  

" You clo gu," he retorted fi rm l y, " un
lc,;s you promi,;e tu clo L' \ a c t l y  and pre
cise]\· �" 1 t e l l  1 ·ou i f  l take n•u to \\'u l !  . . . C on� \Yi t h me : cwn i f  I te l l  yuu to gd 
bet\l·een l\YU rocb �1 1 1rl �it  t h ere a l l  da 1· , 
w i t hout so much a,; poking 1·our bead 
out.  \. ou' r ·,: n o t  t o t hrow \·oursel f be
tween a gun and m e  a,; you did l a ,;t 
n igh t " - a n d  he was ] •a l e  i n remcmher
i l lg- " i [  t t· n  men shout a t  me.  l ' wkr
stand ? "  

" Y es." she a n " 11·crecL \Y i l h a n  oclcl 
mcd.nc'''' · ' · t : m  l d o n ' t  t h i n k  I 'd men
t ion sh oo t i n g t o  E l iza.  ] l ick-not ii  );Oll 
\';a nt her to ,.;tup.  A nd l c a n ' t  st �n· ,.,- i t h 
out h er . ' ' 

D i ck had n "  i n t < ·n t i < >n oi ment ioning 
u n c  �: l n g l ·�' t h i n .� �thout h is hus i nes::.; in  
\\'oi f  ( ' pyc to E l iza .  T h e  bottom had 
pretty lYel l  d ropped out  n i' i t ,  anylHnY, 
with t h t· reduct ion o i' h i s  Cur-carrier,; t o  
c; i m p lc R osanwnd and I -: l i z a  \\'cl d >. a n d  
thc· i r sup J HhL·d �1 < ' l ·onl p l irl' t'"J a 1ncre 
t nu ri;--; t \\- i t h  ,,- honl 1 -: I iza h �Hl s t ruck up 
<1 ili rt a t i (ln .  n n l l's.;, indct· c l .  the rcrl - h cad
cd man had t·onH' on t o  �mokc I . akt· .  
T h a t  gent l em a n . \Ylwt h cr h y  l ud: or go c l l !  

m a n a ·�t·mcnt .  h a d  Ia id a t r�l p i 'nr t he 
Yicc-pn·,; ident  o i' t iw i .u r " n  ! 'ark { 'pm
; • <\ 111'. i n to w h i c h  h t· h a d  fal l e n  l i ke a 
L > mb : hut i f  ::\ I r. l l u n t i ngclon had to a i r  
t h e  situation t o  Andre\\'". h e  y;as h:mgc·d 
i f  h e \Yo ul cl to anv one e l "c. 

Yt·t 11·h en a t  � \ l l l ."l' t t lw l \':o • ·anocs 
drc1Y i n to t i l l' s:1 Cc· sh l: l L <:r of \\'ol f Con'.  
h e  \Ya,; not  t h i nking of CH'I1 t he lnun i l i a 
t iun o f  con fc·..;sing h i-; si m pl ic i tv to c\ n 
d n:IY''· I f  it mnild h :t n· h' l' l l  i < � 1.· to ! ind 
a nan1cle•.::-; fur-carrier \Y u r t : l

-
���t\" i � 1 g. i t  

\\ �1 s rapture t o  fi nd her j u,;t Ro�:J moud : 
a d d i g h t  L'\'L'II to put up . h � r  tent .  D i ck 
let h er t a ke t h e  l igh te,;t ca n oe on'!' tn t lw 
, hc l ter h u t  for E i i za--,:hc cou ld padd l e 
l i ke a man-:-tncl he care fu l ] �· pointed ou t 
t he best p lace to nebs t h e  lake to t h e  
t h in s t ream o f  smok e t h a t  shOIYtcl where 
the shelter h u t  b1· hd \H'L'll t h em and t h e  

1-I l.'  u sed h e r  ah;encc to  turn quiet l y  to 
T oh w;on, her guicl L' . 
· " Look hn.e . "  l l l' a,;kcd. " wh a t  d i d  
1·nu nwan :-thnnt a detective being : �  ftcr 
l lh-' ? , .  
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J u i l l l : 'ull I J ! u :; J !ecl.  
· · J w;t 11· h a t  ::he t old you, I .c;ue;;;; ,"  he 

rL·t urncd uncom fortahh· .  " I  ]ward t he 
I I W I J  ta l k ing, and-11�d l , there';; ,;mne 
runny t h i ngs been d<Hle  in t he  pa rk this  
,; u m mcr. "  he "·eut o 1 1  c .\j > l o;; il·e i y, " hu t  
I 'd :'l' l l :<l' enou gh to k J ! l l \1' t h ey'd noth ing 
t "  cl : >  11· i t h  \'<lll. I ' m :< · l iT \' if l 'n: maclt· 
t rt > u h k, hut l d id n ' t  guc�s Y"U \\'l? l'l' a 
;.( • · I i t h· m a n  t i l l  I ,;�1 11 t l w l a d y  kne11· Y"u . "  

· · S o  she d i d . ' '  r c: t umcd D ic k ,  " t hough 
,; I ll' \\' ;J ,; a chi ld 11·hen I ,;a11· ht:r la ,;t . 
\ ' u u ' rt: prt: t ty  ol ,,;en· a n t ,  J o h n,;o! l .  \\'h a t 
(; i :'l' do \'OU k l l t l \1' ? . , 

But J olm:i<>tl  knell' n" nwrc t k111 h e  
k, c l  t u l rl R u:<amond. 

] ) ick ,;at for a moment i n  ,; i l t:n cc. The 
n:d - l wadcd J l l a l l  \\ a:<  hold to coolh· t u m  
t h e· t ab l e,; O l t  h i ,; " h i l nm r:1 p t or, l llil i t  
:<et·nwd t o  D i d;  t ha t he IYa:< a l ,;n d e:<pl'l'· 
ate. Th ere cou l d  ilL· hut nne e .\ p l a n a 
t i n n  f n r  h i ,; r ·ontluct .  aml Dick found i t  
:i ll' i ft h·. 

I n  SO I Ill' I '  lace. t h a t  ne< ·e,;,;it<lt l'd pa,;,;
i ng hi,; r:111gcr';;  h u t  to ge t i t  out .  ll lU:il he 
a big each<: uf fur;; ,  11 h i t·h must he moved 
nm1·, at any ri,;k-c·n:n t hat of sh oot i ng 
:1 ton o fli< · i < >lh ranger. I ntuit ively D ick 
k m·11· th a t if t h i ." l oad got ofi' rl ear, i t  
11·nu ld he t he b�t.  Poach ing 1\' < lti ld stop. 
for the red - he�Hkd man 11·as fr igh tened 
m he 11·nuld ne 1·er han· appeared open l y . 
. \ nd sup pching it ;;topped. and t h e  ��-h ol e 

t h i 1 1g n·m ; t i t 1 L't l t lw  nn·.stny it h ::�d a l 11·a y,; 
l >L'l' l l .  ll o\\-c 1\' Uu l d  ht· le ft w i t h  a hLwk 
rn<1rk aga in,;t h i,;  na me he cnu ld lll'\Tr 
d i ,; p ro 1·c. D i<·k fr < >\\ nL·d a� l w  \Y nmlered 
i f  h1· Cl l l ll i l l�  lu \\'uH Con: o n  a w i ld
;.;< >u,;·,. , ·ha ,;.: he h ac! l eft tilt: river rlcar 
for t h e  n·d - h eadt·d man and h i �  convoy : 
h u t  be cou l d t:C!llll' h ,- no n· idenn· ror or 
aga i n�t thi,;  idea. 'the l >rutl' h a d  to he 
rau ,t; h t .  and t hat  1\'JS ::�11 there ,,-�,, t o  i t .  

" A n d .  I n ·  .:.i�H l . ' '  , ·onclu dl'(l H n n t i n g 
rl < m  u uca ,; i h·. " thne ma1·n't he tno umcb 
t i m e  t o  catc·h h i m  in ! . 

I ought to get 
.-'\ nd rt:ll :i c l" II. J J  now to \Yatch t h e  r i 1· er ,  

,,· h i l e  1 d, ,  a hunt 0 1 1  t h is lake, h u t  
H eaveu kn o 11·s where he m a y  kn·e g " t  to.  
I r �  gnm i n g  dark . " 

I l L· IH·nt ha,;t i l v  to t h e  ,;horc and 
�c.1 n necl t lw < l i m wZ1tn, hut t h t:n: 11· a,; n o  
sign o f  a r ·a JWt: " r  o f  :\. ndrc11·,; ; n o  sign 
of l\ osamond e i t her. hu t  ;:d>Out her D ick 
'"a' ea:i\·. I t  IY:·l:i nn l v  a m i k  of cl ear 
\\' ; I t e r  t i, t h e  s h e l ter h {l t  ancl, if he h <1cl 
g;1 gcd E l iza';; upper l i p  corrcrt ly, i t  

m i;.; l 1 t  t ak e  a l nwst l n·utc  fur< ·c t o  p cr,;uade 
h er t < > t ' l' < l :i :i  i t .  1\ o:;;tuwnd bad to ld h im 
:<om.l'l h i n g n f  I ·: I i za ' s  i n fa t u a t iun for 
Fiel d .  But :\ n dn.· 11·,; sh ou l d he here 
1 10 \1' , .\ nd 11· i t b  t he t hought t here came 
to Dick t h e  l tl':l r c l uck o f  a padd l e . 

· • Look ,; l i : t rp : , .  i l L· n i t·d irritably. 
' ·  \\' h a t  on t·a r t h  k L· p t  ynu ? ' ' 

· 

l i t· 1\' �l:i not prt· p;l rL·d for the 1·o icc that 
; I I > S I\Trl'd . I t  ll'a:i not A nd rt:l\':i 11·hose 

can"" no,;ed ;;Jo\\·h· out of the shadows 
to h i m . hut R l l-;;1J;Wnd� and ]{ u,;anwnd 
a lollc .  

" ( Jh,  I ) j , ·k ' , .  she ;.ja::ped. " D ic k : 
1 -: l iza--" 

. .  \\ ' h at about her ? " 
' ·  I , · :m't fi nd her . " S h e  _j um ped ash ore 

; t ; :d c l ut ched h i,; a rm .  ' · She i s n ' t  in t h.: 
�he i tcr  h u t .  S he·� i l l'\Tr been t h ere . 
( · , >u ld she." J{ os<1 nwncl <:!Hied fra n t kal h·, 
" han� gu11< ·  sumt:\1- hcrc clsc ? " 

-

'' Thcrc i sn 't any 11·hcn· e l ::L' to go," re
t ur n er! D i c k  h l a n k h·. Fur  : 1  m oment the 
l 1\'0 �t ood and st a red at each utl ler in :he 
;;a t  her inti dark.  

C H A PT E R  Y I I .  

A I ' L\ �  O F  FOL' L  PLAY. " I  T ' S  nonsense ; it '  s-oh .  nnv : " de
c l ared D i ck energet ical l )�-. " A  
woman and a canoe can't  j ust  sud

d .:n l y d i sappc<1 r. :\re you sure she isn't 
t lwre ? And d i d n ' t  von ;;ce Andrews ? "  

" I didn ' t  �ee ::u;d>ocl1· hut the man 
"·ho keep;; t he shl·lt�r .  a t�d he said there 
hadn' t been a canoe up the rin•r al l d<1y." 

" \Vherc 11·as t h e  F it• l d m<1n. then ? " 

" O h. he'd lll'Yer C\'l:'ll h e<1nl of h im . "  

R o,;amond spok e impat ient ly. " Don't 
l l't 's 11·o rrv about him. Dick. For all  I 
ku<>ll·, he ini g h t  nc 1·er h a1-c left t he hot el 
�lt t.'anoc J ,ak c: . [ \·c nnl 1· E l iza's 11·nrcl 
for s<1ying he meant to. - Can ' t  ynu see 
I 'n: gut to fi nd ft , .,- i ., 

' ' \\'e l l , "  said Dick u nt ruth fu l lv, " th<1t 
\l' o ! J ' t· he h ard . There',; only oi1e p l a i n  
< ·l w n nel  tht: 11·ay sht: c�m1 e. <1 ncl the gu ide 
<1nd I ' l l  j ust hcn-c t o  scou t i t  t i l l  \\'C find 
her. Yc;u 11·<m' t  he a fraid to stay here 
a l nne ? " 

" f ' l l  nc\·cr he a fraid of <lJWt h in.C!; a,Q;ain 
i f  I can only get hold of E l iz<1 . "  rricd 
lZos:mwncl guiltily.  " I'm frightful ly to 
blame. Dick. You don't - don't t h i n k  
:'lH.''s dr' ' '' 'li t 'd. do you ? "  
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" .\ ol , . ! ; ,_· . l t h i 1 : k . "  L' O\]' l a im·d t h e  
m a n  hast i l v, " t ha t h e r ca1we lllJ\' have 
sprung a l �ak , and t he gu ide had to takl! 
her aslwrl! to mend i t ; \Yh i k  t ha t  fool 
i\ ndre\\·s is wai t ing beh i nd a roc k ,  think
i n g  i t  a deep scheme o f  fur-poachers. 
A nd. if tha t 's so, i t ' s  my fau l t  for t d l ing 
h i m  l ies about vou . :\ la k e  a li re a nd eat 
somet h i ng . 01�, m y  dear,  my d ea r. " he 
broke off despera te l y, " do n ' t  cry : " 

Hut e\'L'n \Yh i le he comforted her he 
hit  down a n  oath,  for i n  sober truth he 
did not kno1\' ,,·h at t n  th i nk . H is e xp la 
nat ion to Rosamond \\·as p l �nbi i > l l', ! Jut 
somehow he d i d  n o t  hcl i en' i n  i t .  He 
had sprun g into a Gln i l L' 11 i th  t l 1c  gu ide, 
\\·hen he sudd e n l y  p u t  dm\' n h i ;  paddle 
� \ l ld r�m hack to t he· f"r l"rn  ft ;.;urc· s i t t ing 
Lk icl'letll)· hy the: ,;park uf lire·. 

l i e  d i d  not me�1 n t o d o  i t .  and he h ad 
1 1 "  shado11· o f  a r i gh t to .  L u t  \ I t·. H unt
i ngd on put h is hand U l i ckr J {. , ,s : l mo:Hl ' s  
ch i 1 1  a nd tumerl her fan' up t o  h i .-:. 

" :\ l ah· up tlw fi n·. and he com fort
a l > l c· . "  lw n·c· � >nl ll lL' ' J < kd . ' '  1 ----ma\· han' 
to he gone t i l l  l a t e . ' '  

" B u t  t h e  fu r- poach er,; m i g h t  s e c  i t . " 
" H an .t.; t h e  fu r-p"a, ·hcr� : "  said Dick 

d e  1 i hl'rak h·. " I t ' s  1·nu I ' m t h i n k in,:.; o f  
-_ro11 . ' . . . T l wn h L: ,-a n i .•; J l L'd i : : t o  t i l e  
shadmY� as qu i c k l y  a ,; he had cnt i l L' o u t  
uf  them.  

For one l ong nwnw n t  R"�amtmrl'� 
hc�1 rt hea t IY i t h  a j oy it  h :ul ne1·cr known. 
I f  i t  h a d  nut been f , l l' E l i za , l cbt  in a 
ni ,L;h t  she mm lcl think f u l l  o f  p c· r i i , and 
11· i t  11 a �kacly gu id e �he touk for a 
hr ig:uHl ,  t h e  you t h fu l stc'j l \ ll l l t h c r  \I OUlcl 
han· been u l t c r l v  happy.  l l ut she  n �.:1·er 
c ou l d  ! J ,: h a ppy, L'\'l� I I  11· i t h  D ic k .  i f  any
t h i n ,!.!; had h a p]WIH'rl to E l iza. S h e  sat  
: t i �d l i�IL'ncd hrca t h l l':-:sh·, hut  th cre was 
l ! l l t  C\Tn t h L' c l i , · k  of :; padcl k  a s  D ick 
a ncl J oh n son s l i p ped : w i sc· l es,: l v  out  i nto 
t i l L· lake .  They m igh t no t-i f t l l l�Y had 
tn go L1 r. C<m!d n u t-he hack t i l l  nwrn
i n '.; : a n d  then : 

" < l h ,  I pra�-. I pray, t h a t  t h cv' l l  br ing 
had: E li za . "  s a i d  \ 1! · , ; .  \\'L·h l 1 ,,· i l tl h· .  

:\ ftcr t h : 1 t  �he grc'\1' s l mY I )· q u ie t ,  and 
alnt to the so f t souncb a rnuml he r-t he 
l i p - l :l p  o f  t i l l '  l akL· on t he ,;lwrc. t h e  fa i n t  
rw;t l in g in  the  ncar t t·c·c 't < l [h.  T here was 
not h ing to see : the c: t ars were cl im in a 
"·arm haze. and gan� nn l i ght .  

Rosamond had her hand on fresh 
"·oocl to l i ght up t h e  fi re i n t o  a l JL•acon 

fur E l iza\ guide, \\'hen sonwt h i n g c:tayed 
h e r  k1 nd. I t  11·as an iil l p u l sc·, nuthin,_; 
more tan,:.; i ll i L·, t h at sent h er up on t i l L' 
h i gh l edge u [  rock \Yh i ch cumma ntled t i l l' 
l ake. But there 11·a,; no mo1· i n g  blot on  
the tl i:mlL'Ss of t h e  water, n o  sound l m t  
the: l >rc:eze th at blew fi t fu l l v  in h e r  fan·. 
S h e  tnrnctl to scramble dll\\'il ,  aml sto p [h�· l 
dead . I n  the very n eck o f  \\'OOLb c:h : 
sto1ld on,  w h ich separated t h e  r i g h t  a nd 
left forb of the ( h:-Tonguc R iver, and 
out u f  1dwt m u s t  he a va l l e\', shone a 
spark . I t  c\ i ,;appearcd even as

. 
R oc:am on: i 

c:a 11· i t .  l l l!t i t  came aga in . For a mom ent 
s h e  t h ought Ya gucly  that  it  \\'as only a 
ti r::Jh· : vet c:urch· a fiJ'L·fl,· \\'oul cl have 
111 < 1\ ·�cl. - "\ ncl su�ld·.·n l y  sl1c caught h er 
Lrl'a t h . The gle�un 11·as no fi rdlv. For 
one i ns t :m t  i t  had shone: out  hr"a; l h·. L' \ · 
a d ! \· as i f  some one:  h :1 d  "l 'c ncd a. d o � > r  
\Y id�· k forc shnt t i 11 ,l; i t ,  J ih· a c: i gn a l for 
c:onic' one; e l se . \'l'l \\'klt duor cou l d  
t l l l'rL' hl' tu  sh ut o u t  h ne in  t he \Y i ld cr
IH.'�� ? 

1\'lwe\·cr had bu i l t  the  !i n· mu:;t l 1c out  
nf  h c·aring.  R osamond c a l led �1 t t ill' l < • J l  
o f  h e r  l n n! . .'> fur Dick.  l :u t  s lw g " t  n o  
ans\\'l'l'. I l ick m u s t  be o u t  o f  hea r i ng, 
too.  She climbed rccklc.ss ly to  t i l l' t u p 
moc:t p o i n t  of t h e  ledge am! stared in to  
t h e  11 1 1 1TS[Hlllsive clark.  Sudd en l y . just  
a s  she had ,L; iwn up a l l  lwpr· of  i t .  t h e· 
g l ea m showed out aga i n , and t h is t i me 
i t  \\·as steaclv ,  so steadv t h a t  she  ne\·e·r 
t h onght o f  (ur-po�H·hcn;·, 1dw ,,·ould 1 w l  
clare sho\\' a l i ght,  but on l y o f  I ·: l i z�l . 

R osamond < k l vc d  hrca t h l t· ,.;s l \· i n  l 1 ' · r  
mind t o  n·m l' n d wr t h e  ! :1 1· " r  t h L· l :mr l �h 
it kHl looked f rom t h e  ,.; h �· l tcr huu -1' 
oppos i t e . \\'olf  Cuvc \\'as a l lo\'L' t h e 
,;heltn l :nt : t h is ii n· far l w l " ''' i t .  \ I t t  
t h e :-:a m c· s i d e  o f  t h e  l :tb· a,; l : nsc· l f .  ; : u t  
i t  \\' �ls not ncar t h e  c:l : u n� : i t  ��-�t s i n  t h e· 
\I'OOtl s. F l i :�J-lo,; t ,  s h i j l \\TtThd, :l t l \' ·  
th ing� \1·on l c l  n en't' h an· t ak e t l  t o  a c�t t l l J >  
i 1 1 t l w  wonrk 

" :-;h e  \l'utl l d , "  .!��l 'J 'L'll R "':�11110 1 1 < l .  w i : h  
a ngry L'n l i g h t cmm· n t .  ' ' i i. <'hl' m et t h a t  
l wrr id F i e l d ,  and he s :1 i d h L· 11·as .� ';" i n L;  
t o  cu n p  t l :nc : � ] , _ . o, ,  l i ke l ots  o f  J ll' > l p k.  
She t h i n ks \'1 \ ll c n t :  c ln  :111 y t h i n ,L; o ncr· ,-"u 
gd a ll ll \' f rt l lll c i1·i l izat i o n .  i\ n c l  l l H. 
can l lL'\' l'r I'L'L' that  l ig h t  from t h e  l a k c·
its beh i nd a b lu Ff. He' l l  jn,:t go on hun t  
i n g  a n d  \l'orry i ng 11·bi l c  F l i;-:a s i te: :l l l cl 
smirks. O h  � "  she stamped in h e r  c \ 
asperation, " 1 c o u l d  k i l l her : X n 11 , l 
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dun't knmY 11· h at t u  du. l f  i t  \l"l:re day
light I mit;ht reach her." 

T h e  t hou gh t put  a mad schc·m<· into 
h er h ead. I J ,J y l i gln d id nut mat ter. She 
c, ,u]d go Cur  E liza <·a,;il�·. even t h rough 
t ra , ·kl e,;,; \I < H llb in the  dark.  if  o n l v  sh e 
had a ,;tar tu ,;t eer h1·. c\nd ahon� her 
head-pl a i n .  l ike a fri�ncl offering h dp
_, ]wm· t lw r ; n��\t Hear.  \Vi t h  that  to 
gu i de· h<."r 'he n eed l l < ' l  ] ,·an· E l iza an
ut lwr t\YO h ours i n  th e  Field m an's camp. 
l' \Tn thougl1 .\mlre 11 s am! her gu i de 11·en· 
t lwrc lou.  

( luitl' , ·h c,· r  Cul l ,. R l lsamoncl took the 
l i ne

' 
o f  t h ,· tlash that  had d immed nO\Y 

i n to a mere g lmY-a l im: t ha t  l a y  het'secn 
the pointer and the uurth ,;tar-am! 
snambkd d < J \I·n iuto  the cl ogging undcr
] ,rush aml t he th i ck trees. But t iYentv 
yanb th rough the lmsh shn1Ycd her th:{t 
t h i ,; way 1vas i mpossible.  She cou l d uot 
e 1Tn ,;ce her gu idin g  stars,  and the rubber 
soles o f  her canoe ,;h m·s \\Tre being cut 
t o  p ieces as she scraml J ! cd along blindly.  
�he must gl"t o n  h i gh grouncl a n < l  ,;tcty 
thn..:. 

c\. t her r igh t the h l u f( IJet \\'(cen her ami 
t h e  l al;e :il'l'tned to run on \Yithout a 
break. She fel t her 11·ay to i t  t hrough a 
thicket  of ,;pruce�, and paused tu get her 
breat h .  l t  did go on--b ar e rock at first. 
11· h idl as ,;he proceeded ch anged to blue
hen'\' barren, w ith neither unclcrhrush 
n"r .trecs. She could feel till' 11· i n d  off 
t he l ake . O n  her left,  obliquely in front 
u f  her ant! in a vallcv, shone the faint 
gleam she h ad seen fn ;m \\\,I f  Con�.  

The stars IYere rap ill l  y clouding over, 
hut  sh e had no more need of them. She 
hummed a tunc �" she t h readed her wav 
on ward , hut ,;he h ummed on l y th re� 
bars.  l t \Yas so curiously si lent un the 
] ,arrcn.  so nush ing I y 1 one! y. Rosamond 
h ad been u.;ed to the \l· i l dcrne,;s once, but 
out alone i n  i t  llO\Y, 11· i th not even a �t ar 
for company. she fel t cmYcd .  She rea l 
ized, 1Yith a l i tt le shudder, t hat an�·thing 
that might  he stirr i ng abroad in it  wa,; 
probably either a furt i 1·c t h i n g  i n  fear 
or t h e  po\Ycr ful enemy it dreaded . 

I nvoluntarily she began to mo\·e fur
t ivelv hep;cl f. Suppose the dull gl immer, 
w h i t:h W<b ;t l l she could -:ee n m1· of the 
l i g h t  that  ha<l  been ,;u viYid. \Ya,; not 
E L·.a and Fie ld . but Did;:',.; fur- poachen; : 
\\'hat ,;lwuld she tlo then ? \ f a d  as the 
thought  11·as,  i t  sent R usamond clo\Yn 

from 11 heLl m ig!J t i ll· t h e  ,.;kyl i t tl' to pos
s i l l le  \';au ·hcr s ; and as she fe lt  her 11·av  
,;h e  sta rtc:d , fur d u -,y n i u  t h e  ,-a l l e v  sh� 
had ' '. truck a path . She fol l u 11·ed it fur 
some t ime,  hut 11 as nut prepared for the 
quid� turn i t  ,;udd,·n l y  gaH. \Vith the 
i J t st im·t o f  t h e  lmnt<·d s he s l ipped noise
less!  y t u  the ground anll cmuched there. 
] . 'ur she h ad been right ahou t  t h l· d oor.  

Before h er. ]J !ack in the night,  stood a 
sma I I  square shack.  From a crack i n  the: 
,;b u tter u f  a \Y i n dll\1. came the rav o f  
l ight tha t  had guided h e r  on t h e  ba�·rcn . 
< l th en1· i,;c· t h e  sil<'nt pl ace \Yas apparen t 
! �· untenanted.  I t  l l lokcd t o o  permanent 
a s t ructu re for fur-p"achers--a sprun� 
camp would han· ,;ecmed more in the i r  
l in e.  :-;he had 1wn·r a s  keel if  t h ere were 
squa t krs i n  t h e  pa rk.  hut th i s p lace 
! nuked 1 ib· squattns. 

She had ken n·n· cl ose to i t  IYhen she 
d rllpped t o  H'Connoi tn. She 11·as on the 
poin t of  r i si n g  aga i n , 11· i th  shame a t  h er 
m1· l l  neL·d lcs.; • ·aut ion. to knuck holdlv a t  
t he door. 11· hcn a sound brought h e r  h�art 
to h er mouth-a woman\ vo il-e, choked 
:md mui1kd. break i ng out  in a moan o f  
l )�l i 11.  

" O h . ' '  R osamond thought \Yi l cl l �·. 
" it soun<kd l ike-hut it couldn't bc-
L'fi.�,l . '  .•.• 

B ut,  brave a.; R osamond \\'ebb \Yas. 
,.;he dared not knock l lO\Y at that  door. 
She mo1·ecl i Jbt ead to the \Yindo\Y, sha
k i ng i n  every l i mb. The shutter was 
dosed. but its cracks were wide. She 
\1-�b nearl y up to i t ,  a lmost on her t iptoes 
to peer in .  when another sound made lwr 
,;tand motion less. Some one \\'as coming 
from t he r i gh t ,  up from the l ake. She 
dared n o t  l ook round the corner of the 
hut  t o  svc IY iw i t  was.  T h a t  i t  \Yas not 
Dick \Yas a l l  h er cars cou ld tel egraph 
to her terrified brain. 

For she IYas terri fied no\\··- - s i ckening
ly.  rigid l y  a fraid.  She tried t l l  think IE·r 
I Janic  ca useless ; \'<:! to \Yai t outside a 
Jm t  \Yh crc a \Yotrian had cried out l i ke 
t h at  slwok h er ncrn•. I f  she had to run 
for h er l i fe i n  th e d arkness she cou l d  
nen�r find 1 1 e r  \\ a\· : a nd Dick, her onh· 
h ope, m ust he m i fv,; dmYn the lake. .\·t 
t h a t  m l lment her  - t i iTen ccl mw;c l es gan· 
a great l ea p . as i f  ,;he h a d  been sudcl en l l· 
rous,cd from sleq.1. I t  11·as F ield insid

.
c 

t h e  hut-Field : She had heard his Yoicc. 
Fur a momen t t h e  puzzle of i t  kept 
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J\. , ,,;anwml m u t i u n lc,;,;, I f  F id d  \Ya,.; 
t h c·re, \Yhy had E l iza cried out-if. in
deed the Yo i cc had been E l iza\. S h e  
stepped so f t l y  tu  thl' \\·i ndo \\· and stared 
t h rough the crack uf t he shutter. Fin· 
m i nuk,; l ater s h e  IYas staring st i l l .  

T h e  o n l y  l ight i n  t h e  p lace came from 
a h a lf -darkened l a n t n n  tha t  l ef t  o ne ,;ide 
o f  the h u t  i n  gloom, h u t  one u f  the t w u  
m e n  w ho ,;toLHl ful l  i n  ih ra 1·,; IYas Field .  
S h e  had heL:n r ight  then: : 

-
l l u t  i t  \Ya,.; 

n o t  t h e  Field shL: h ad ml't i n  the tra i i l .  
All h i ,;  dapperm:ss, h is t 01rn n:neer w a,; 
gone from h i m .  l-I e  s t ' " 'd i n  a Jbn u d  
,;h i rt a n d  jean t ro user,; - l ea n .  act i n·. 
u d d l y  r u ffi a n l y, and l i,.;tL·necl in a ficn·e 
s i l l'nce to ,;onw one 11· h o  11·a,.;  speaki n g. 

" I t 's  t h e  red- head ed man," thou;�ht  
R osamond. " I t  11· a,; he 1rlw ju,;t camL: 
1 1 1 .  ,\ nd . "  IY i t h a grea t  huund o f  hn 
heart.  " t he'\' t ll·ll �l rt: t h e  fur-plla,·hn,; 
I l id;.',; lnub;1g for. " 

:-; h e  h a d  he,_·n preparL·cl Cor t lw n·d
h a i rcd m�l l l  hcin,c:; a pnacher, hut Fie l d : 
\'l'l t h ..: n· ll'�h no d utd lt i ng t h e  m a l t n .  
E c , id l' t i l l' t 1r o  l a y  a p i ] ,· u f  S \l·cd,gL·d : w . !  
11·el tcd hal e,; ; r o u n d  t h e  w a l l s  l ay dn·r
s k i n ,;, hear-hi c!L·,;. a nd . at Fiel d ' ,; feer . :1 
ma,;,.; o f  trap,;, u l d  ami n,;L'Ll. Ro,.;am< J i J d  
furgut F l iza-f � >rgot L'\T i l t h a t  a 11·, > : l l � l l l  
had cr ied u u t  sull!C\I·hnc· i n  the hut.  ( l i l ,  
i f  D i ck \Yerc only t here--and ,\nd rL'\1·,: : 
B u t  A nc1 re 11·s \\a,; l ust .  and she coct l d 
nc·1·er li nd ! l ick .  l :y t i l •_· t ime he got 
hack again t lw mctJ  h e  1\'antt·d \Y!llt l cl ] ,c 
g( ) ! le .  

S h e  • · ·. : u l d  make o u t  1 \YO mo re bttg 
] ,uml le,; < J l l  t h e  Jluor, IYh icl J  ,;]w " ll J > ·  
l " "'cd \H r c  hal c,;, too ; and sut!cLn l �· s h e· 
cl utched t h e  IY incluiY-s i l l  to keL' J l  from 
snt•aming-. The reel - h a i red man had 
t u rned t h e  l a n tern. and t i l e  su l ' l '"'L�cl 
] ,a l e,; it shone " n  \ITre �l l in·---\\Tl'l' . \ n 
c lrl'IYS a n d  E l iza-gag-gL·(L houiH l .  m o 
t i , , n ]e,;s ! Rosamond \Yas n o t  s u IT ,;he 
he rd kept from screaming t i l l  the r.:rl 
h:! ircd man ,;\Yore fincl' l y  a t  Field,  a s  he 
po inted t o  the capt in·:-:.  

" \\'h a t  I 1\- a J J t  t o  k n 1 > 11· i .; \Yh a t  IIT ' n· 
goin;,: to do \r i t h  t lwm ? "  h e  dema ml c·(l . 
" \\'h y  on e :nt h d i d n ' t  you keep 1 1 t1t o f  
the woman's 1r a y  a ft er you'd got lll'r 
s tarted for Smukc I . ake ? Th ere \\·a,;n't  
am· ncccl t o  bother \Y it l J  h er a fter once 
t h L' rangvr h a d  seen h n  a n d  t lw other 
one. � ·  

" Th ere',; on l v  o n e  t h i n g  to cl "  1r ith 

t hem" Field shrugged h is slw u lders. 
" A,; fur i h  being my fau l t ,  you need n ' t  
g e t  h u t  i n  t h e  c o l l a r .  \'ou m i ght hct�·e 
k nocked me du \1·n 1r hen ,;he l·ame on m e  
from the l a h  1ri t h  her  fuul uf a g u idt:: . ' '  

" Y n u  we re knucb::d down, i f  I re
member right," sneered the oth er, w it h  
a Yenumous nod a t  Anclre\\·s. " I t  \Yotdd 
have been a l l  up \\· i th  you i f  I had n't 
cpmc i n .  I don't  gi.-e a curse IYhat  you 
do \\· i th t ho,.;e t wo. \Vh at vou clu n ' t  ,;el'm 
to u nder;.;tand is  t hat they'n· brought t h e  
r�ngcr on u�." 

" \\'hat ? " sa id  Fie l ei, \Y ith sudden, 
ugly quiet .  

T h e  rcd - ha i rL·d man nodded.  
" 1f you'd e i th er gone up the  lake  to 

t l ll' shelter h u t  o r  s tayed h ere quiet \Y i t h 
out  t h e  11·oma n  see i n g  y u u ,  \Ye'd k1 1T 
got out uur fu r,; d c·an and ea,;y," he s a i d  
fi erce l y . · " Hut \'l lU\·e m :H lc a m e s s  I l l  
en·r�· thin ,c:; .  \'uu l dt t ll' l l  o f  t h e  rang•·r's 
1 1 11· n c�nHlL'S nn the l ake shore for him to 
see- a nll he 's  looking a t  t h em nm1· . "  

" Perhaps you' l l  explain h o w  he gnt 
t hen· ) " Thne 11·as  J H J  anSIY l'r ing , .  '1: ·  
c i t enwnt i n  1 -' iel d 's voice, yet ,;uddcl l l �
lZos�nnond knL' I\. i t  \\·as he 11' 110 \Y a,.; t h e  

m nre dan,:2;crou,;. " Yon said h e  11' �\s 
,;a fe a t  hume 11· i t h  the g i r l . "  

" I don' t kno11· ho1\· h e  came : l d il  
k no\Y only  tiYU can oe·,; came u p  t h e  r i 1· c· r. 
But.  : t l l t h e  ,;;mtc. h e's  h ere. I t e l l  \'< JU 
I IY : ts  j u ;.; t  goi n g  to t r y  i f  i t  was 1 f�, r k 
enlmgh to gl't h1· h i ,.;  hou,;e dcllrn-rin·r 
w i th t h e  load.  \\·hen h e  came near]\· o n  
me-he \YuH l d  h a n· ,·,ccn lllL' i f  h e  h <id n ' t 
] 'U l led up ,;]wrt at t h e  s igh t o f  h i ,; O '.l' l l  
c�m"L'' ·  l d id a 1 1  l c o u l d  : I era'" l L·d 
dmYn the ,;hore and lit a hit "f a li rc 
t here t o  draw h im t h �1 t  \l'a\' instead o f  
t h is.  l >ut h e' l l  he ••n u.• i C  1n· don't  
h tJ rr -.· . · ·  

" l t \Yo n ' t  matter." s:1 i d  F i e l cl s lowh·. 
" H c ' l l ncn:r hu rr�· a g:1 i n  a ft e r  t o - n i ght > ' 
! l is Yoic,· \\'<1' •k: td l �- l L'\Tl a:; he facc· d  
t h e  ntl ll'r lll : t i J .  " \ I oney,"  he s a i d  ,;loll'· 
l �-. " isn ' t  i l l l l l 'h u,;e i t� \ ! c x ico - ami 
t h at ' ,; ll' lwre \le ' r l  h ave hac! to spend i t  
i f  I 'd l istened t o  n m r  fool schL·me o f  
tryi n g  t o  rn,;h that

. 
h a l f-ton o f  hales hi' 

t h e  ranger. \\'lw ' l l  k nmY IYh a t  h a p
-


pens up i n  t lwsc \Yoods - who ' l l  en·r 
come to "''L' i [ he ,;t;]\·,; i 11 th em ?  " 

" Bu t  they - t h L'll1 . "  the recl-hen clccl 
man stammered :H hc pointed to A1 1 t lre11·,; 
and F l iza . 
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" They're j u�l  "-here ��- c 11·ant  them. 

s ince they kno1r so much ; and "-at last 
t here 11·as excitt:mcnt in his roice- "  the 
ran;,;er ' s  where 1\T ,,-:mt h im ,  too." 

" H o 1r ?  ' ' T h e  red-headed man lrh is
pcr•cd h i s  (lU est iun .  

In t h e  pause Rosamond stood s ick and 
stupi d . :-\h e  could not sec w h y  the 
p ( )a ( 'h cr:.; \Yen.:· n1a k i ng no n1uYL' to h ide  
from D ick. or ,,-!J v t he1· 1rantt:d h i m�
aml suddenlv the t ratL-;lat ion flashed on 
her.  U nless

. 
they kil led h im , they could 

nen:r get oul of the p:u k  clL·:u al lll u n 
suspected . 

A t i n � l ing th r i l l  
t inll'  n o t  u f  fc:\J'. 
ki l l  Dick 1rh i l e  

ran tl t ruu;.;h h e r .  t h i s  
Till' \' shou l d  nevu

sh e iwd s<:nse and 
s t rengt h  L u  \\-:Ln t  l 1 i n 1 .  �� h e· h �H l 1ncai1L 
to wait  \'; h e re �he \\.�h t i i l  th ,_· t \YO 1ncn' 
left the hut ,  to cut And re11 � l o , > ,:e , t o  
r, >u;;c the in ert hc:i p  t h a t  ,,-as E l i z a ; but 
now t h ere \\ ao no t i > n e  for all that.  To 
;;;i H: I J ic k  ;;he m u ,;t get to him :1head of 
F i d el  :md the other nu n .  li nt ;;h e  (bred 
nut st i r  t i l l  F i e l d  allO'\\Tred . 

" You get down to t h e· fire you built  
and let him surprise you there," he or
d "rcd the red-h�1 i red m a n : lo w l v. " H e's 
got i l < l  gun. T h cre'� onh· O l i 'c war t o  
h �1 '.'C 1 :0  m ure t ructL!c ,,- i th h iu J .  l ' l l .jn,;t  
e ire!� roun d behind h im . . ,  H is kmd 
fdl dispassiunatd y  o n  t h e  re\'ol n r  in 
h i s hdt.  " Sec ? ' ' 

He laughed , but  Roc<lmond did not 
h ea r  h im .  :-\he had tur ned so ftly in her 
ruhber-soled sh oes and s l i pped no i :<e less
ly away into t h e  clark. 

C H A l' n: R VI I I .  

T i l E  R E c\ L  ROS,\l\10-:\D. 

SHE had ;w hope o f  fi nd i ng Dick
i n this  strange v b c  it would he 

l i ke looking for a needle in a bun
dle  o f  hav ; but she could tr\' . The hut
door \\·as . 

sh ut ; i r the man h
-
ad n o t  heard 

h er. she \\·a s  sa fe from pursu it . But 
she dared nut g o  f:ht t i l l .  \\· i t h  a l eap 
of her heart,  she fe l t under h er feet a 
narrow path w h i ch she k JH.'\Y must lead 
to the shore. Thne was no s i g n  of Dick 
o n  i t-no s ign o f  an)· one. Ros:1mond 
began t u  run.  sn recklessl y that  in fi nc 
minutes sh e  p i tched headlong 01·n some
t h i ng that  l > l u c k c·d th e p::tth-a man \Yho 
l ay t here at f u l l  lengt h .  As she fel l, 

1\o.-;anwnd expected h im to en· out�-to 
g i n� the alani1 to F idd--but l; c ,,-::ts si
lent. Hi,; ::trm \Yas u nd,.:r her hand, aml 
at the feel of tht: rough c a m·as he \Yas 
dcJtbcd i n-the un i form o f  gu i des am! 
rangl'rs-her he�lrt contract u ! .  

" ] ) i ck � "  s h e  ��-h ispcred. • · D i ck � "  
Thnc \\'�1 :-; 110 :1 ll�\\·er : t h e  man lav a� 

st irie . .;,; as i f  sh e h:1d l lO l  :':e l k : ;  on·r l1 i m .  
:-l i d: w i t h  fear, Rosamo t J d  l ' l l l  h er h and 
on ! t i s  face, and r<:n> :kd.  ;;ut :;oinehuw 
tu l t c· r  feet. a n d  lllO'.Td sldggeringly 
a\\ :1 \' .  It  \\-a,: ll < •t l J i •,·k : i t  11·a.;  E l iza's  
gu i cie-for his beard ktd p·ic k.1;d her 
�hrinking fi nht:r�-a1 ;d  h e  lay stone
dc�u!  in t 1 t c  narrow tr�: c k  J ,c t ,,·l'e ll the 
bl ueberries and t h e  ,.,\-ct:t -fnn-:!" Dick 
\Yo u l d  l i e  dead. u n l c.';,; , .he cou l d Ji n d  
h i m .  Then " I ll'  rem c m l >crcd E l i :��1 . r c 
mt:m l , e red Andre,,·,. l t  ,.,-a, not  l i k e l y  
t l :t:y 11·uuld L>e lt:ft a l in: t o  t e l l  t h L· i r  
" l " n- \ ( 1  :;omt: cki' l < 'l' ' ' ll l l l l'l' u ; l l css D i d;: 
could reach th em : t 1 1 d  ,,;:n• thet l l .  t-' < J I· 
h c:rse H. it \i'Ull !d [ ,e  c�tsy enuugh to h ide 
t i l l  1 -' i d d  a n d  the red-h c�1 dc:d man \Yen; 
gone : hut Rosamun d \\"d>b ''""" not  
th i n ;.,: i l l g  or  hcr .;c1 J' ill el l !  j w;t 11 0 1\" . 
U ncc she stup p cd tu l i :; l c l l .  hut  t he m u c 
Gi,; in ,:d feet o f  t h e  tm·n l >c l : in d  h er \rou l d 
J l l a k c· 110 sound. slw k l l <:\\-, a nd ,:he darcd 
nut \\-�t i t to gm·ss \I" here t!H:y \\-ere.  1 t 
\\ <IS l > i c k  she m u .;l fi n d -- ! J i ck � A n d  
1•: i t h  t l i l: t lwu g i l t  :- h e  r. t n  iu l l  Oi l  h i m .  
stand i n ,!!; qu i <: t l y  ; n  t h L- p:tth . L i ke a 
child,  Ro ,;a;notH l li uug h l'r a rms round 
h i s  neck. torn \\· i tll j u1· a n d  fear. 

' '  C ct  back : ' '  ,(l L .'  ] ' kc;dcll  \\- i l d l l .  
" Qt1 ick.  get l >�l l " k  hdurL· t h r: 1· com e : "  

" Yuu : " !,!:�hpc·d I l ick .  : n  o> 1 leer  bLtuk 
surpri se·. " Ru.>:!111 U tH! .  R o,.;amond. w h : 1 t  
arc you hen· fur ? I s  a l l  t h e  \H> r l d  
craz,- :, \ \ - h a t ' s  hecom<: u f  c\ mlrews and 
E l iza ? " 

" l l ow d i d  nm ki lO\\" t hcv wc rL· 
here ? . , � h e  clrag�ed h i n 1  ul'i t he p a t h .  

" l\an o n  tl1 c i r  CJ I J O'-' ' - \\ . l H:re i n  t h l' 
d c\· i l �t re they gone ? . \ n cl \I· here's you r  
c:moe ' "  T h e  id<:a t h at "he �·ou l c l  h �l \T 
c":ne t h rough the \\·uo(b from \\-" ! [  
Cove never entered h is ! >rain.  

Ros�t mund's ! t anrl tlcw t o  h is l i p.; .  
" Ik q u i e t . "  s h e  :-'<1 i l l .  " I  w:l lk l'd 

h ere�-never m i n d  me. < >h .  Dick , ! ' 1-e 
found the fur-poach ers--and they nw:m 
t l l  k i 1 1  yuu : T h l')- sa ��- ,-uu come o n  
E l iza's empty l'il !Wt:. T h e1-' 1-e got E l iza 
and .\ ndrL'"-''· ::tnd t h Lf n: killed her 
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g u ide. ( > h ,  where'� J uh J ison ? \.'uu can't 
!1ght them alone." 

U ick mun:d �ilc nt ly  w ith her i nto a 
dtunp of l >w ;lws.  

" l  doit 't  k no w IYh o  1 \·e gut to fi ght 
yet. T e l l ill<; a l l  yuu mea n . "  

Ro��!lll < l !H l .  i n  ti r� scnlell l·c,; .  t o l d  h i m .  
t hough :;lie guessL'U rather than knew 
11 hat ktd h r u Lt� I I t  E l i za t here . 

Her story .d i d  nut staggn l > i c k  a,; 
much a:; s:1e l : a d  c .,pct'led. H e  h ad run 
un E l iz·�·s e:npt )· canoe Ji r,;t, then un 
Andre1rs ' s ;  and 1r h en he found neith er 
o wner by the rcd·headctl  m �m's decoy 
li re h e had smel led d ktslL'L l nsteacl of 
wa it ing near i t ,  � h  th e poachers h ac! e'\
pected. h e  lud qtnrterl'd t h e  w oods t i l l 
he came on the p;Jth that  but for R osa
mo n d mml J  han· t akl'n him st rai gh t  011 
h i s  e \ l ccl11 i l',; Ull[llT[lJ rl'Cl. 

He stood i n  grim s i l ence, thinki ng. 
1 ohthOJ l  y,· as in h is t·a nue . search i ng the 
i ake for  the m i s�i ng ,\ndn:11· s :  nt:it h er 
he nor AndtT\I"S h ad a gun ; and there 
w as Rosamond to t h i nk oL if he gut th e 
\\·or,;t of it i n  t h e  comi ng encount<.:r. 

" \\'h a t  arl' you go i ng to do ? �\Vh at 
ran you do ? " �he cr i ed de,;pa i ri n g l y .  
" I l  u rry. D i ck : They mu st b e  11early 
u 1 • \l" i th  u�. and th ey're t 1ro to one." 

" I ' l l  do t h e best I can," s:t id  D it·k 
�lowly.  " I r 1 ruuld gl't hold o f J oh n 
sun-but I ,· an ' t . Lie do 11· n, Ro"lll1U!H l ;  
and don' t st i r. 110 matter what you hear. 

I f  I don ' t cnme back for you , get to 
\\'ol f Co1·c t i le  "·a,· l'<lll cam e. and tel l  
t hl· Jn t h ere \\'k1l 's  -wt:ong at the �heltcr 
h ouse . " 

B u t  a,; she 11·uuld han' an,;wered, h i s 
h a n d  gripped h e r  sh ou l der . T 11·u fi gure,; 
t ' ; tme to\\·anl t h e m  w h ere they stood 
aside, t1Yo me n who pauseu a moment 
l ldtl rL' t i l t' ta l k r  o f  them �truck o Ff 
th wu gh the \l' < lo tb. I t  "·as t h e  red
h eaded m<.�n, go i n g  t o  h i � fi rl'. and 
wh ist l i ng a,; he IH'nt . Ficlll , l e f t  a lone, 
turnell sharp ly o ff to th e r i gh t . 

Rosamond fd t Dick'� fi ngers l eaYe 
her shou l der w·h e n  t h e  red-headed man 
h ad passed . She tu rned her h eacl to 
wh i sper to l:i m-ancl grew col d  i n  t h e  
warm n i gh t . D ick was gone. H e  had 
fo l lowed Field so s i lentl y  that  cnn she 
had not heard h i m  go. 

His purpose C<lrne on Ros�m1oml s irk
cningly.  A s  Field bad meant t o  creep 
("lT\ h im , h e  w· Js creep in g on Fiel d ; but 

"· hat cuu l d  he do 1r i t h o u t  a gun ? T h e  
c o l d  ,;\\'eat of a t error that w a s  n ot for 
h ersel f  ,;tarted out 011 her f oreh cad.  
W�1S she to stay qu iet ly h ere ancl \\·a it 
for Dick to he k i l led ? N o : 1v h atever 
h appened, she must he 1vi t h  h {m. Sw i ft -
1 )· sh e ,; t o l e  a fter the two men .  

The wucJ t ls  were dead ly qu iet ; n o t  a 
ruslk. not :t  hrcath betrayed the fact she 
'"�Is not a l one in t hem, yet at an im
p u l se she cou l d  not n ame Rosamond 
stopped. Sudden ly,  just in front of h er, 
;1 stick crac ked ; and th en , quicker than 
l ight, came <1 thud, an i ndescribab le 
l·lwkcd cry and the ,;truggle o f  men 
li gh t ing. Ros:nnoml hrokc: throu g h  the 
I >u,;he,; to t he ,;o u n d .  

l t  could only l 1e D i ck and Field ; hut 
, :he could not  tdl wh o wa,; over and who 
under as t h ey fou gh t, d im l y out l ined , 
now 011  thc ground and now up again. 
T h i ,;  was n o  huul uf fi ,;ts, hut a savage 
wrest l ing , bru t a l l y  si lent . Rosamond 
dared uot breat he for fear of making 
D ick lose his hold. Th e two "·ere even
ly match ed , nccpt that Dick was the 
t a l l er ; she saw 1v ith t error that the 
short er ii g urL' \Yas fi ght ing l i ke a w i ldcat 
to get h i s  h and down to l1 is be lt and h i s  
pistol.  

Suddenly,  w i t hout h e r  o w n  vo l i ti on , 
Rusamond found h crscl f unw indi ng t h e  
l ong s i l k  ,;carf th at was roun d h e r  waist . 
She h ac] often seen D ick wrest l e for fun, 
and knew th at at bst he had got t h e  
h o l d  he 1vantcd. Fascinated, s h e  saw 
h i m h eave Field bod i l y  over h i s  shoul der 
ll' i th  a dead l v tr ick t hat lanclcd h i m  on 
t h e g round Ju ;;t  11· h l're his sp ine j o ined 
h i s  neck. 

I ) i<'k s t ooped over h im, panting, as he 
lay motionless. 

" l  h ope I ha l'l' l l ' t  broke n h i s  neck , " 
he muttered. H e  snatched at the  re
,·olver in Fiel d ',;  b� l t and w·hel'l ecl to 
the sound @{ ]{ osam6nd' s  bre<l t h i n g. 

" I t ' s  I . "  ,;he saicl sl1arp lr.  " Oh ,  

1 ) ick "--she pushed h e r  hea1·1· si lk  scarf 
into h i �  h ancl-" tic h im up, �·,·en i f  h e's 
dead ! "  S h e  h ad no pity for the f a l l en 
m an . Dick was the dearest t h i n g  i n  the 

"·orJd to her. ancl F i el d would h ave 

k i l l ed him. 
D ick �toopecl over the silent form. 
" D ead ? No," he said. " H e's onlv 

knocked out. I \Vish r could h ave go
'
t 

his  other gun, hut I h ad to knock it out 
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of h i� hand from behind. I t  \Yas luck not t i'. JU ided tu put out, am! on A11-
h e  had n o  ch ance to u .'e t h is one. " 

There was 1w e :.: u l t at i on about �Ir.  
H un tingdon.  1-1 e h a d  h ad a c lose sha\·e. 
and he kne \1. i t .  j ust as he had known 
h e  must t:Jke his onh· clnnce to save 
three l i ves . He knotted Fidd"s  h an ds 
beh ind him, strapped h i s  feet toget h er as 
F ie l d  h ad strapped ,\ mlre11·s's.  w ith h i s  

0 \\" 1 1  bel t, a n d  st ond U J > .  
" There's o n l v  t h e red-hearl·�d man 

now." !H.: sa i < ! .  
. " ( ;d h:1ck to the hut , 

Ros:m10nd. for Cod's sake : E i th er one 
of lh m i gh t  shout �-ou.  ( ;o : " 

H e  1vas right, o f  <"< HJr:-'l'. R< h:llll>LHl 
turned to obey h i m . hut fol l mY i n g  h i m  
h : ! d  , - . .  n Cu - L·d her.  Before she k< 'L' I\" i t  
sh.: h a d  a l most come u u t  on t h e  red -h e:Jd
ed man.  

T h c·re \Yas no doubt t int he  11· :1 s a 
, -, , , ]  lnnd.  l i e  sat quit.:t l y  by h is d y i t :g 
fi n: 1v i t h a l >ean·r-t rap at his  fcc· t .  the 
n·r)· i m �tgc· uf a sol i t ar�· puachcr \Yhom 
a su-ay r�l < lger m i g h t  · · : t t >·h rc·d - h a J : dctl .  
. \t the first g l i mpse of him IZ < >:-<u n n n < l  
;;a nk < J U ick l y  i nt o  the hu:-dJL'S,  hu t slit: 
made a bad hu,;iness of i t .  Th e man 
l i fll.'d h i s  he: l < l  and s�tt st i l l . h i ,; fan: 

J o 11 ard t h e  sou J i d ,;h L· had l ll�tdl' and h i s 
right hand i n  h i s  puckd : hut h e  s:1t jm:t 
an i nstant too l ung . From beh i nd h i m .  
uut  i n  front  ,._ h ne h e  h :td l'\ J >L'l'l c· I at t  
a t t :.wk. ca:1JL' i ) i , · k · _, \·o i ·. ·c•. 

" I  ! a w l - U ] • :  . . i t  s:t i d .  l i ke t i l L' .;nap 
of a 11·h i i ' ·  

T h ·-· rL·d-l u i rL·d 1 1 1 � 1n j ui11 J > L'< L Jl rc•d �: .; 

h l' t u rnL· < l  l t >  t i ! v  \' > l i < -.:. a n r l ,:uddL' i l l y  s: :t  
d u11. , 1  a ;��t i : I  as i f  h L· ''"':re mo\'<�d l >y ma
c ! I i ' tc·n· t h:\ 1 l •ad ru n do \1· n . ! J i L-l:.  h ad 
l>et:n \uu q u ick for h i m. ,-\ t t l i L' S:l\tn t l  

o f  t h e  shot
'
s J oh w<on c�t :ne shou t i ! I :.{ !" r l ! ! ll 

the lake. hut
-

t he retl-b e:.tdcd m an 11·as not 
i l lt<::I"L'Sll' < l  in ] oltnsml. I I  is r igh t ann 
��-�"' broken : tt the e l ho 11· 11 hne I J ic ·k's  
bu l kt h ad cau gh t it .  Inn i t  11·:1s h i .; < l \1' 1 1  
g : : n  t h at k t d  undolH' h i m .  1 ) jc k ' .; ,.;hot 
h ad jerked up h i s  p istol  h:wd.  :1 1 : •  l h i :; 
o \\· n l m l let  p l o 11-cd th e t�:;sh u 1 1  h i .; h ·.·ad 
t lut 11·a,.; stu l l l t i ng h i m . 

Rosamond t b rcd not \va i l  tn sec 11· 1J:, t  
the\· d i d  IY i l h  h i m. for she t lwu_gh t � · : i l t 
i h· 

.
o f  E l iza.  S h e  tlc· 11· ha· · k  t < >  t lh· :mt.  

p ;t,t Field and t h e  guide h e  h ad k i l l e-d.  

Till' shack-d, lor \vas not L' \·en fastc· t : l' <l : 
Field had hl'l'n too sure• he \Y<ltdd IY in. 
Rosamond tlu ng i t  \Y ide on t h l' mass o f  
hale,.; l i t  l >y  t h e lantern t h e  puachers lud 

drt.!\\·s :J ! l d  E l iza.  
Rosam ond \\-ebb h ad nenr t hought 

she cou ld he so glad to see E liza ; sh e 
flun_g h ersel f on her stepdaugh ter l i ke a 
whi rhl" i n d. crying, laughing, aml ex
p lain i n g  a:.; she cut  a 1Yay h er gag and 
fre�d .\ndre\\'s',.; h ands t i l l  h e  could cut 
h i m se l f  dear. 

" You' re safe : " sh e cried. " E l iza, 
dear. < l o n ' t  you u nder,.;tancl me ? Th.: 

men arL' caugh t . Oh, ho1v di l l  thl�}" 
eYer gL·t you ? . ,  

F u r  t h e fi rst and o nl y t ime i n h e r  l i fe 
El i J: : t  t ln·e11· h erse l f into her stepmother's 

" l · ·am�·. " '  she moa ned . " I came. 
l 'd p ro m iSL·cl t o  mcl't :\ J r . Field at t h e:  
! c c · l t c· r  l ! t >\hc. h u t  I nen·r \H'nt t h ere·. 

1 sa 11· h i m  hen· < > 1 1  the ,1Jore. H e  came 
out a l i t t l e  11·ay in a Gmoe and went hack 
: l�ain.  and I t hough t he IYas 1va it in g for 
111e : he'd said he 'd  \Ya i t .  So l l anded 
t<l  :-;t ;rpr i :-<e h i m ; hut h e  11·asn't there . 
a n t !  1 - I  t·ame up here. O h . "  she ende< l 
'' i l d h·. " I n L'\Tr dreamed h e  coulcl ]l l t lk 

common : } th uugh t h e  w as a per fL'< t 
!-;"L' l l t ] L'I11:l l l .  

' ·  \\ . l n t  h a ppened ) . , demanded Rosa
mol: . ! .  B u t  E l iza  onh· c lu n g to h er and 
·"' ' Jhhed. 

. \ n . ! r , · '' ' ·  11 · lw 11·as hu ,;y rubbin g h is 
n u : n i H.: r l  :· :d.  ] l ll lkl'd u p .  

' '  J u,;t J n u n kr. " h e  s�l i d  roughly. " S hc 
l a l t < k ' ! .  and I fo l l m1·ed her, \Yith t i le:  
.c-:u i : !.- 1 > .-t \\Tt' l l  u:-<. Both o f  them open.:d 
t h e· i l u t - r !" ' ';· :md l ooked i n .  T h e  gu id� 
.: �"t o n· a ] • i eee l >don: Field shot  h im : 
and ,,- i l l' : t  I sa11· F i e l d  grab the l ady back 
from f" l l • lll· i ng. I 'd no more sense than 
t n  I > : >U iH"l' i n  on t hem and knock h i m  
d o -.1· ' ' ·  1 k : l L' II. t i , ,• nwment Field spoke· 
to iwr t : n t  th e ranger \vas mistaken, and 
:-; h e  \\· : 1 �n · t  �1n y  o f  Fit.� I d \; gang.  1 gue� . ..; 
1 : ·_· 1 ' ":,-r m�·a J t t  h n  t o  L'< > I1Je on h i m ; !J i ,.; 
gam" 11·a,.; she sl wu l d d ra 11· atten t i •. > l l  
( ! " : > : ! !  i < l l l  l · 1· g� > i n c ;  to tilt: shel ter h u t  
11 h i !,· h t: CO:< > t  h i  . .; furs n u t  do\\" 1 1  t h e  r i 1·cr. 
l _gn•::-<S ,.;hl' ' d  han: got oiT clear i f  s l l .: 
h adn ' t sce l l  t h e  h:Jk:-<.  l clon ' t kll <m . "  

" U u t  t iL ' \. -�� l l t  you . 1 •  said lZn��I Dl i Jnd 

stu p i d h·. . 
· 

" l 11 a s n ' t  a l l m1· i t iL� for :my red - h eaded 
man. H .: got me d o 11· 11 from lwh i nd .  
I don ' t  kno11· 1Yh 1· h e· d i , ] n ' t  k i l l  tnc.  I 
c;ue,;,.; he \You l d ha1·e in t l w  L' I l l l .  i f \": >U 
i 1ad11 ' t  come. \\"her,:, t h L' ran.c-:er j "

. 
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" H ere . . 
, �aid D ick from t h e  doorway. 

'' ,\ re 1·ou hurt. eitlH:r of HlU ? ( ;oocl 
l l can�I;�. :\ I  iss \\"l'l >b, can \"�lU cver for
gin: mc ? \" uu" r•� SUIT yuu'I

:
l' a l l  r ight ?  " 

" :\ J r. Ficld-··  muttcred E l iza. 
" I ' 1 ·e got both men. t hanks to Rosa

mond . " H e  d id not rcalizc h e  lwei used 
her name as he turnl'cl to Anclre\YS . " I 
t h ink 1rc'd bctter get tl1em oHr to the 
,ohcltn hut  t i l l  t he nw rn ing ; they ' l l  be 
�afcr t h L·re, and we can get a sleep be
fore \\l' t;Jke t h em out to the county 
pol ice." 

" T he county p o l i •·e' l l  h ave 
j ar," returned ,\ ndre\YS dryl y . 
don ' t \'OU kno\Y F ie l d ?  " 

a n ice 
" \Vhy, 

" l (u\\· slwul d I ?  " Dick stared. " I 
h ad n 't been h cre for fi 1·e years t i l l  H owe 
sent me ." 

" H e\;  the couuty game - warden at 
\\"orral l .  that'�  a l L "  sai d Anclre\\·s suc

cinctly. " I guess you can sec no\\" h ow 
it was worth his  1vh i l e  to get the com
pany blamed for the fur-poaching-it let 
out any suspicion o f  l1 i m . "  

D ick \Yh istl ed.  H e  d i d  see ; t h e  
b lacker o l d  I-I o11·e was painted the better 
i t  wou ld he for the game- \Yarclen. 

" I ne1·er eYen thought of h im being 
in it," added ,\ndrews, " ti l l  I saw him 
shoot the gu i cle . I stood by at fi rst , he
cause I though t h e  \Yas after the l ady 
that  we heard was a go-bet ween with 
t h e furs . But I guess I 'm even for that 
standing by no1v." 

E l iza turned a slow scarlet. She 
knew just  h ow she and her b at had been 
used-the red-headed man h ad boasted 
of his trick. had jeered at i t  an d at her 
a n d  An urews, when they lay tied o n  th e 
floor : but it was not that 1vh ich was 
m aking h er l ip trembl e.  

" I thought Mr. Fi el d  w ::: s a perfect 

gen t leman. · · she rcJ >catcd forl orn l y, 
" !Jut  I don 't seem to han� understood 
anyth i n g  out here. \\"hy i .; t h i s  com
mon ranger cal l i n g  you Rosamond ? "  
S h e  stared from om· to t h e  other. 

" Hc isn't a common ranger. E liza, 
dear, "  sa i <l her stepmot her gent l y. 
" J l c's D ic k  H u n t i ngdon. 1rl10m I used 
to know long ago. H c  onl y p layer! 
ran ger t o  catch t h e  poachns." 

" I don't  earL' 1v iw he i ,; � " E liza 
hurst into t ears ; cH· n  the ach ing of her 
body coul d not quite k i l l  her f<�el ing for 
the l ! l l l y  ma n 11 · lw had ever admired her. 
" I h at� him. I d idn 't want to catch
M r.  Ficici , ' '  she sobbed. She p ushed 
away D ick's arm as h e  m oved toward 
her and clutched A ndrews. " I wan t 
to go home," s h e  ,;aid,  " ri g h t  st ra ight 
hack to \Vehbtmn1 . "  

" So you sha l l . " saicl An drews, ;v ith 
une.\pcctc<l gent leness . " I guess you 
1vere pretty brave a 11·hile ago : t here 
ain't nothing for you to cry about . " H e  
took h e r  a r m  a n d  l ed her off toward h i s  
canoe. 

D ick I I un t i ngdon watchrd the incon
gruous pair move a11·ay in silence. 

" Rosamond," he said sudclenl y, " you 
can ' t  go hack to \YebbtmY n - not to 
�tay." 

" 1 must . " S h e  triecl to l augh, and 
fai led. " \Vhat else can I do ? "  

" You can marry me." D ick caught 
her h ancl as i f  i t  be l onged t o  h im .  " I 
can't go hack to looking at a snap-sh ot.  
Rosamond ; I want yo11 .' " 

" You can 't, " she answered h im faint
l y. " when you <lidn't know T-was the 
real Rosamond ! " 

" I loved vou al l the same," sai d D ick 
simp l y . An(] Ros.nnnncl \\"ebb knew be
yond qu t·,; t ion i t  \\ ·as true.  

l l <  J:\1 E-CO :\ l l X n. 

\Y i: EI '  not.  my clear. a l though t h e  ,;cas d i Y ide us ; 
< l ] cl \Ynnls a re true : the l ong<:st day must end ; 

T l l  ,;nn1L' good ba;-en (;od at last w i l l  guide us
S ireeth eart ami friend ! 

O u r  spring w i l l  come IYith olden hi rd ;md l l lu ,;som ; 
O'er p laci d ocean. void of storm and foam, 

J ' l l  haste to lav mv l1ead upu11 your ! Jo,,om-
:\ l y  true heai-t 'c;  home. 

L 111hc•ig Lcwi.w!zn.  
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